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Contents of Vol. IX, 
BOOK XXVI. 

Sect. I. TJHILIP is ackjuwltdged hy the fenate, 
f^ page 4. Two emperors crroneoufy irt- 
ftrled here hy Zenaras, 5, PbiUp maket bis [on 
Cxfar^ 5. He concludes a ■ peace with Sapor and 
returns to Syria, ibid. His pretended penance at 
Antiocb-, 6. Upon his arrival at Rome, be eii- 
deavours to firengtben bis authority, ibid. He 
marcbes agaiitfi tbe Carpians, ibid. Hljot is known 
of tbofe people before tbe time of ^PbiUp, 7, He 
defeats tbem, and obliges them to fue for peace^ 
%. He names bis fon eonfnl witb bimfeifi and 
creates- him Augufius-, 9. He celebrates the faular 
games, ibid, ^n ediS for fupprefjing the crime a- 
gainji nature^ 10. Jotapian is proaaimtd emperor 
in Syria, and Martnus in Moifm^ ibid. Tbvj hotb 
perijh, Decius fucceeds tbem, 11. A battle be- 
tween Decius and Philip near Verona. Tbe deatib 
of Philip and of bis fon, 13. Detached faits, ibid. 
The Philips are ranked among the gods, ^i^. 

Sect. II. Uncertainty and cenfufion of tbe btflory ef 
this period, 16. The names of Decius, 17. /ft 
perfecutes the Cbrijiians, ibid., An invqfion of tbe 
Goths, J 9. L. Prifcus joins tbem, eaufes himfe^ 
to be proclaimed emperor., and ferifixs, 20. Decius 
the younger is Jint by bis father agatnfi tbe Gotbi, 
ibid. Decius goes in perfon to Illyricum, ibid. Va- 
tens is proclaimed emperor and pmfhes foou after, 
ibid. Decius pertjhes by the treafon of Galksy 21. 
Jtetached events, 22. 

Sect. HI. A period ef revolutions and eataftropbes^- 

24. Galius pretends to honour the memory of Decm'i. 

s j. He adepts Hofiilianus, the fon of Decius, 'and 
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' makes him Auguftus^ ibid. He concludes a £/bfftura- 
He treaty with the Goths, ibid. He comes to Rome, 
2.6. He abandons bimfelf to a luxurious eafe, ibid.' 
A plague of twelve years continuance, ibid. Callus 
perfecutes the Church, ibid. He rids himfelf of Hofii- 
lianus, ibid, 7be Goths nrvage Msfia a-new, 27. 
MmiUan drivei ibem back ta their own country, and 
makes himfelf emperor, ibid. He goes to Italy. Callus 
is fiain by bis own troops ^ 28. Perperna an ufurper 
for a few days, ibid. 

Sect. IV. Emitian is acknowledged emperor by the 
ftnate, 39. His mid and moderate conduS, 30. Va- 
krian is proclaimed emperor by the troops he was 
leading to the aj/i/lance of GalluSy ibid. Emilian is 
killed by bis own foUiers, ibid. 

Sect. V. VaUrian, univerfalhf efieemed before be 
toas' emperoTt foon finds bimfelf unequal to that dig' 
mty^ 34. He had probity^ but wanted talents, 38. 
Melancbely Jiate of the empire when Valerian began 
bis reign, ibid. He makes bisfon Gallienus Auguftus, 
39. His famifyy ibid. He fends Gallie?tuf into Gaul 
egaii^ the Germans., giving him P^humus for his 
tottnfeUer and direSer, 40. Gallienus acquires honour 
in that command, 41. Valerian is fuccefsful, by bis 
generals, again/t the Barbarians who ravaged Illyrt'- 
eum, 42. Afia NSnor r^rvaged at Ji_ferent times by 
the incurfions of the Scythian nations, ibid. Vale- 
riatfs negSgenee and inailrvity, 46. The plague con- 
titmes to &folate the empire, 47. The Perfian war, 
ibid. Cyruules a traitor and an ufurper, ibid. ^»- 
tiecb taken by the Perfians, 48. Cyriades perifkeSy 
49. Valerian gees to Antioch, and repairs that cityy 
iud. He is ^eated by Sapor, and made prifoner at 
en interview^ ibid. Sapor^s baft treatment of himt 
go. Valerian, though naturally of a good difpojitiont 
ftrfecutes the Cbrifiians, 51. View of that perfecu' 
tion, which is reckoned the eighth, 53. The begin- 
mi^ of Chrijtianity at/wng the Goths ^^d other Bar' 
harians, ibid. 

SecTf VI. Contra^ between the fplendor of Vale- 
ri0fffandhfy and the tntkntbfily fate of that prince. 
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.6|. GalUemifs itidlfferenc^ about bis father's eap^ 
tivity, 64-. His bad heart ajtd weak judgmmt,^ 65- 
His debaucheries, pomp, and luxury, ibid. The em- 
pire dsfolated during his reign, by foreign and by (ivH 
wars, by the plague, and by famine, 66. His amazing 
infenjibilily, 67. Sapor's conquejis after the defeat ar^ 
captivity of Valerian, I'oiA. BaUfius, a Roman Gnw- 
ra/, drives Sapor back to the Euphrates, 69. Odenar- 
tui, a Palmyrene or a Saracen prince, drives Sapor be>- 
yond that river, 70. He makes fruitlefs efforts to 
frocure Valerian's liberty, 71. He is faithful to 
Gallienus, ibid. 'BaUftus and Macrian concert meafures 
, together, and the latter is eleiled emperor, with hiS 
two font, 72. They prepare to go to the Weft, to 
be acknowledged there, 74. Vaiens and Pifo ajfum^ 
•the Purple in Greece, and are killed, ibid. Inge- 
nuus makes htmfelf emperor in Illyricum, is conquered 
by Gallienus, and hfes his life, 76. Shocking cruelty 
of Gallienus, ibid. RegilUanus, fucceeding IngenuuSj . 
perils foon after, 77. Aureolus, commander in Illy- 
ricum for Gallienus^ defeats Macrian, who perifhes 
with his eldeft fon, ibid, ^ietm, bis fecendfon, at- 
tacked by Odenatus, is killed in Emefa,y8. Bdliftu^ 
makes himfelf emperor, and at the end of thr^e years is 
cut off by Odenatus, 79. The Eaft enjoys tranquility 
i>y the valour and good conduit of Odenatus, ibid^l 
He is made Auguftus by Gallienus, 80. Gallienus 
triumphs for the viBories gained by Odenatus, ibitL 
The decennial games of Gallienus, 81. Puerilities «y 
Jhis prince, 82. yEmilian ajjumes the Purple in 
Egypt, 83. , The fiege of Bruchium. Ingenious cha- 
rity of the faints Anatolius and Eufebius, 84. _/^»»f_' 
lian is taken and put to death, 85. Alexandria 
depopulated, ^6. Celfus an ufurper of /even di^s^ 
in Africa, 86. Trebellianus takes the title ofempe-. 
'rorin Ifauria, and is defeated and H/ifJ, ibid. Thf 
Jfaurians a nation of robbers, 87. Saturninus is pro- 
claimed emperor, and afterwards killed by tbofe whg 
bad chofen him, ibid. Incurfions of the Barbarians^ 
-S8. Italy ravaged by a band of Scythians,- \hi^. An- 
other body of them bejieges Xhefalonifaf and f lis all 
" ' " ' 'Greece 
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Greece with conJietnath»y ibid. GallUnus pajfes from 
Gaul into Italy, mi afterwards into ll^mnt., 89. 
His cruel revetire. upon the Byzantinesy 90. The in- 
carbons of the Barbarians continue during the whole, 
reign of CallienuSy 9o'- Odmatus is cut off by dome- 
Jiic treacberyt of which Zenobia feems net to b«vfi' 
been innocent y .^^. Pojibumus perifhes in GmW tbt . 
fame year that Odenatus was killed in the Eafi, gs- 
tie had ] mperial power in Gaul in the 

firft year , ibid, ^ifdpm of his goVern- 

menty 96. ts againji the Germans, 97. The 

Franks it y fia,- ibid. Gallienits attacks- 

Pofthumus in vain, 98. Viliorinus the lieutenant of 
Pofihumusy ibid. Po^humus 'is killed by his foldiers, 
with his- fan, 99. . Some ciramjlances concerning both 
of them, ibid. Uelianus is- acknowledged empfor by 
the foldiersy 100. Viiforirtus kills him, 4nd takes his 
placBy ibid. , He is himfelf killed by a man, wbofe 
wife he had ahufed, ibid. yiStorta, the mother of. 
ViSorinus, caufes one Marius to. he eleSted emperory 
who is killed at the end; of three days, iqi. Te- 
t'ricus is fubjiituted in his ftead,. i02. The death of. 
Victoria, ibid. -^ Gallienus paffeS from Illyricum into 
Italy, to attack Aureolus., who had ajfftmedjhe title 
of emperor, 103. /i villory ginned over the Goths, 
by Marcian and Claudius, ibid. The^ rejoin GalliC' 
miSy and deprive -him of hii empire and his life\ K)4.-. 
Valerian and Salomnus, the brother and fan of Gallienus, , 
are killed- after hinty 105. Duration of the reign of 
GallienuSy 106. Be is declared an ufurper. Claudius . 
eleSled emperor, ibid. At Romey the memofy of Gal' 
lienus is leaded -with imprecations ; and afterwards, by 
order of Claudius, he is ranked among the gods^ ibid. 
Gallienus had drawn upon himfelf the public haired by,. 
bis cruelties, 107. He would not allow the fnators 
to ferve in the army, 108. He flopped the perfecution . 
againft the Chriftians, ibid. Learning did not fiourifh 
under Gallienus,, 109. The reign of Gallienus full of 
events intenaovea with each other, Jn what order 
they may be ranged, no. The ufurpers that ap-. 
feared during this reign were almojt all men of merit, 
III. Their number, ibid. BOOK 
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BOOK XXVII. 

Sect. I. in>af is known cf the or^n an3 famify 
ef Claudius II. 115. His firft rife^ 1 16. Mj acc^- 
fim to the throue, the oniy ftain in bis Hfe, 117. He 
was in other refpelis a good and great prince, ibid. 
The/enate acknewledges him with joy^ t ig. Jureobts 
coMjuered and kiUed, ibid. A great viSery gained 
ever the Alamanni^ 120. Claudius goes to Rome, 
ibid. Wtfdom ef his government^ ibid. The empire 
torn in pieces, and attacked en all fides, x\\. The 
Goths ravage the Roman territories with an army of 
three hundred and twenty theufand fighting-men, and a- 
fleet ef two tbeufand fail, ibid. Claudius gains a 
great viBory over them, and extirpates them entire^, 
123. AureUan and ^intillus -were employed in this 
war, 126. It can hardly be doubled but that Gau- 
dius would have fubdued Zenobia and Tetricus, if be 
had lived, ibid. But he dies at Sirmium, 127. Praifi 
*/ this prince, ibid. Honours paid to his memory, ibid. 
Cenforinus an ufurper, 1 28. 

Sect. II. AureUan ele£Jed emperor in IBjricam, 
and Claudius's brother ^intillus in It^, 135. ^Tns- 
iafi perijhes at the end of feventeen days, ibid. Aure'- 
Uatis firfi rife, 136. After the death ef^intiUus, 
be goes to Rome to be acknowledged there, 130. He 
returns into Pannonia, fights the Goths, and grants 
them peace, ibid. He goes back to Ttafy, wficb is 
threatened with an invafion of the Germans, 140. He 
gives audience to the ambaffadors of the Jutbot^i, 
J41. JVar attended with varioue fuccefs, and at iafi 
terminated by three -fubfequent victories gained by Au- 
reUan, 142. Negociations with the Vandals, 144. 
AureUan returns conqueror to Rome, and puts to 
death feveral illuftrieus fenators, 145. He fortifies 
Remci and enlarges it^s extent, 146. He-undertakes 
the war againfi Zenobia, 147. Hiftory of that queen, 
ibid. AureUan fets out, and, in bis march, gains fe- 
veral advantages in TUyricum and Thrace, 151. He 
pajfes into Afia. The city of Tyana is betrayed to 
bim, 152. He puts the traitor to death, and fpares 

the. 
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^ iMishUatitJt ibid. Pretendtd apparition of Apol- 
bnius tc jfureUoMy 153. jf very improbable circum- 
fiance reiated cauerm/^ the takifv of Tyana^ ibid. 
Zenehia at jintioci, 154. J hat tie between the horji 
tuar the town cf Jmu, ibid. Zenobia pes from 
Jntiocb to EmtfOf 155. JareSaH treats the Jntio- 
cbians with ciewtOKjt itnd. He advances towards 
EmefOi ibid. Bt^ile near that city. Atrekan re-- 
mains conjurer. Zenobia fiuts berfelf up in Pal- 
mfroy 156. Pretendtd mracU find to have bap' 
pond at the battle of Emefa^ 157. JureUan purfues 
Zenobia^ and arrives before PaUnyra, 158. Impor- 
tgace of tbai famous city^ itnd. Zenobia bad taken 
care .to provide it well, 159. AureUan's letter to 
Zenobia, exhorting her to furrender, ibid. Her re- 
fphte anjwer, 160. Palmyra bejeged, ibid, and S- 
firejfed by famine, 161. Zenobia, attempting to fiy 
to the Perfiansy is taken, ibid. 7'he Palmyrenes fur- 
render, and are treated bumanelj, ibid, jiuretian 
grants Zenobia and ber fen Vaballatb their Uves, 162. 
Her minifiers and counfellors are put to death, 163. 
The death of Longimts, ibid. Egypt re-conquered by 
probus, ibid. AtreUan, beit^ returned to Murine, is 
informed of the revolt of Palnrfra, 164. He goes 
hack tbitber, and gives the city up to be plundered, 
ibid. He paffes into Spain, and dejlreys Firmus, v/hv 
had ajfumed the purple there, 1 65. He returns into 
the JVefi, and re-unites Gaul to the entire, Tetricus 
bofoing voluntarily put himfelf into bis power, 1 67. 
■Cneatnefs and nudity of jlureliatfs exploits, 168. 
His fuccefs made him forget bis former modefty and, 
fimpUdty, ibid. ^reUatCs triumph, 171. Tetricus 
and Zenobia appear in it as captives, 173. In ether 
refpeHs tbey were treated bumanelf by the conqueror, 
ibid. AureUarfs largeffes to the people, 1 76. Loaves 
idiftributed injtead of corn, ibid. Old debts due to 
the ftate, canceUed, 177. Amnefiy, 178. jSs tf 
jufiice, ibid. Aurelian bos been aceufed of cruelty, 
ibid. CharaBer of bis government, lyi^. He gees 
toGauIf 181. Orleans, Dijon^ ibid. He drives the 
Barbarians 
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Barhariam out of _ Vinitdiciay^ -ibi4v, . He ahaniott^ 
that fart of Difcia which Trajan- bad cdnqu&eJ,ibid,^ 
He prepares to mike war upov the Perfiins, iS-a- 
Succ^ioa of the kings of P_erjiay i\»Ai AuriHan *jt 
a£ajfmated by hii_ s^n troops, in T^rsee^ 183I iUs. 
rigours were the caufe. of his itntimefy iliath, and ba^ 
hurt bis reputation^ 184. Be is (Poenged; aiid ranked 
tmong the godsy ibid. His fofterity^ 1851 ya^ 
ty^tion in his conduSi towards the CiryiiaHs, ibid. Jfat^ 
cfSamcfaia^ ibid. The nintb perfecutieh,- Ibid, ff^^ 
ters under this reignt iS6. ..,',. 

Sect. III. Jfter the death of jMriUoHy^hp am^ 

and the fenate refer mttnaUj to each other for "ffy^ 

choice of an emper^t 186. Interregmtm hf fix t^nt^ 

without any dtfiarbance^ 1S8. jit length Tacitus ft. 

eleSed by the fenatty ibid.. , , , 

. Sect. IV. The fenate^ under TaciieSy refits if*'r 

ancient fplendWy 194. J(^ of tbt fenaioff- 0^ tSUI 

account, 195. . They had then an\j>pportumty w^ch 

they negieiiedi of ohSaining a revstdtion of Galltenus's 

edm againft their fervtng in the ar^^ 156; ^^tfi 

regulations made by Taeitttiy 197. H^hs orders iteo^ 

pie to be built lo , the- deiftd" emperors, itMdVv Hiafke^ 

the confulfhip for bis' brMther^ batd^tirntt ottoitr/i^ 

,198. Laudable things in bis govemmkt, tbM. Hi} 

iove of ftmfliciiy in tnhat concerned hlrhklf : joiiteiif} 

Uberaliiy and nuipt^cence in,liHngli^dttng to theptA- 

lie, 199. Helsved and cuHtvait^JeafVingy^oQ. fiti 

zeal for the hi^er ion Tacitus; ibiAi ■ keputs hi^i^} 

'at the bead of the troaipi in Tbracf\"i^'x^ He piaif^^ 

feme of the mar^rtrsof Aurdis^ -ibid^. He goes in^ 

4o:Afia, and drives ibeGethi ota-oftbdt i:oimiry,^\h\^. 

A confpiracy lai'esawt^ his life'^'io'zv' ■' '• -'■,•:: 

Sect. V> Tatifus's briber, Fhi^'anai, ehimyt^ 

-empire by right cf inheritance, artd Prvbusis ekdid'l^ 

■ the iirmy which he cmntanded, 207. Florit^us is ktVeH 

at Tarfus; after a rei^ -of tios A'&nths,- 208; .Jlif 

pofleriiy of Tacitus and of Florianti'Si 20^. ' Ptuhiti , 

writes to the Jenfite,. ^bicb acknowledges- bm •aoilbjof, 

210. His declaration, confirming and amplifying the 

rights 
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''H^s »f Hi /<»aXe^ 21*. £miiimt merit ^ this ei 
•firvr, aii. Me£ocfi^ of bit Hrtby ibHA, Bis et 
'fit^fiiunts "Ufdre be was raifid tt the empire^ ibid, fi 

■SexceSefit cekdkS toward the foBHeryi 2x5. Gloria 

'YeJ^mmies 'given of bim'iy tie frinces under wbom > 

fervedt n6., ff^ben emperor, be punijbes tbe am 

' iierers vf Aai^Ban and T4cihU^ end pardons tbe pa 

' iizidu ^ FIorianuT, 217. He gats into Gaul, « 

uErrUrj ibe Qermans fretk tbence, 2t8. Modefi m 

retigioks fiik of bis ktter to tbe feuate, 221. J 

' 'Reifies RhetTay Hfyricum, and fbrace, ibid, i 

-We^ds f^er'^to ^t Minor ^ and marches againft I 

' ifauriMFy 422. Siege of Cremia, 223. iWiwyirt 

llUteH iy Problis to xlear ifauria of tbe banditti wbi 

infefiei it^ 224. fie repulfes tbe Blemmyest and ft 

' ^s tiem, 225. He marches againft tbe Perfiai. 

ibid. TMt^fs and haugbtinefs «/ bis tebaviovr 

'^ Ofidience whicb be gave their ambajfadorsy 22 

fiti ffirited ftWrt- la their king, 227. Peace et 

' yS^t iblU. RetmisHig to Europe, be tranfp»ts 

j^/ numbtr tf Barbarians into the territories of i 

empire^ ibid. Incredible iddntfs of a bandftd 

Franks, 228. . Ufurpers mbo roje up againft Prok 

229. ^Satur^inus in the Eaft^ ibid. Precubts 

(fair/; 2|i. Benefus aljb in Gaulj 232. An ufur} 

■ Id Srltaik, 234. Sedition of a troop of CJadiato 

' iMd;- Probus's ti-inmpb, ibid. Feajls and games 

that oc'a^ian, 235. He permits the planting of vl 

' m Gauiy Spain^ and Pannonia, ibid. He is kit 

''iiedr 'tfffJfeiAw, iy bis feldiers, 236. His eulogy^ 2: 

• H^ou^s paid to bis mimorf, 238. His pefieriiyy ibi( 

iic'r. VI. Carinus eltSed emperor by the feldit 
242. His birth and ernphfrnents^ 24.3. He noi\ 
bis eleSion la the /enate, 244. He m^kes bis 1 
Jhits CsefitSj knd afterwards Augufti, 245. Nm 

• ridn, tbejoOngefi of them^ <was amiable and ^ima. 
ibid. Cariiius, ibe eldefi, hateful and vicious, z 
Cahts gains dgreat viSorj over tbe Sarmatians, it 
He marches againfi tbe Perfians, and fends his fon ■ 

' rinus into the fVeJi, ibid. His fuccefs atainfi tbe I 
Vot. IX. [a] fi 
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Jhns,-7^y. He perijbet^ proiaify iy tin ireachtry af 

Jrrius Apery wbilft encamped heymd the Tigrisy 248. 

tie ftifftred him/elf to be called iMri and Gtd^ 249.' 
' Games given by Carus to the people of Romt^ ibtq. 

Obfet-vatioti concerning the names Marcus AufeiiuJi 

which feveral emperors borCy 250. 

Carinus and Numertan fueceed their father kf right, 
ritories of tbt 
awards Romiy 
Tj 251. Jper 
, and kiiis him 
had bmt fore- 
r*r, 253. irie 
thd among t^ft 

tS^Carinas^i 
'. have been in- 
'querediy bim, 
' ff, is ahandan- 

7 poets worihj 
■.SS.'jNemeJi- 

BOOK xxvm. 

Sect. 1. General idea of Dioclefian^s eharaSi^t 
page 273. ■ fi^ant cf materials for the bifiory of las 
reign, 275. His origin and rife^ ibid. Some account 
of the 'o0ce of Count of the domcftics, which ^e 
beldy 276. His ele£}ion to the empire^ ibid. Ti? death 
cf CarintfSy ibid. Dioclefian behaves nobly after 
' the victory, 277. He goes to Rome, ibid. St^e 
of the empire, atta'' ' ^ajt and on the fFefi, 
ibid, ^agaudis, 2 n makes Maxtmian 

bis cotlegut, ibid. furnames of }ovva& 

and Herculius, 28c is charged with the 

war in the PTeJt, at the Sagaudes, jbl^. 

He drives back, the >ns which had ever- 

run Canl, 282. A remd-kabk injiai/ce of his valouf^ 
ibid. He pajfes the Rhiney_ and fubdues fame of the 
Franh» 
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,^4t^% 284. -, Piraaes of the Frankf a»d Saxems, a8j. 
,%il^fi^ui. revbltSt and ffizes ufpn Britfiin,.ihid. He 
^m4int^lifV^ hitn/el}' there againfi Maximiant who ij ohU- 
^ed to' make peaci with him, 2^6. Franks and Z^^es 
tmifported to the Jtelh^ ftde of the Rhine, 287. Thp 
.voidls. of Grenoble rei>ut(t, 288. DiocMan., hy the ter- 
Torof insjtamtf forces the. king of Perfta to fue to him 
f/6t feaciy ibid. Dioclefian^s viSiories over divers har- 
Iforouf natieiUr iStQ-- Interview of the two emperors 
at MiloHy ibid.. SbeirperfeSi ufiien, ibid, ^e chief 
■honour of it helimgs to Dioclefiatt,. 291. He refohes to 
'^e«te' two Offars, 2^2. Cenftantius Chhrus, 293. 
.OJld.Galmus, ■ 294,^ Adepiien and new marriages of 
.i^'jwo C«efaj;^y 295. , Ceremony of their injiaualion, 
,'2Q«^, Confianiius thefrfi Cafar'^ ibid. Departments 
^^^gned to Conjianiius and G^leriuf, 297. hconvent- 
'^c^.of increafing the number of theJugufii and C*- 
'Jflri, ibjd. Hardnefs of I)ioclefian*s government, 298. 
.IJis-. pqffton for. bmUjng, ibid. Dioclefitn's baths at 
.Ron^^ 299- Msximian fubdues the ^uihqu^eBtians^ 
$OP- fie dejrofs the a^rper, Juliant ibid. 'tHecU' 
J^ajty^ after having, tranfported. tie Carpians intsPannf~ 
nia^ marches agcinfi AcbiUaus the uftaper Pf.^gypt% 
whom'-he. defeats xind kills, ibid.. He abandons a great 
exteoi ef'territMy tdove E!epi^ahtinum ^en the^GU, 
,302.; ■ Can^tffnttits*s.-frjt rifs^ iblcj. . Xlonflavtitt's enters 
into war agdinP Carau/tusy and takes Boulogne from 
Mm^ 304.- ^.^e recovers the country„of the BatavianSt 
.which the. Franks had invaded^ forces thefe loji.to .fur* 
rendert end removes them into different part's of .Gaul, 
805-' Re-eftahUlhmeitt of the city and fcheol of j^tun, 
307. ' Many other cities rejiored in different parts of 
the empire^ 310.. Caraufius killed by AlleSluSt who 
.ren^tins peaciahle poffeffor of Britain for three years, 
'311, Conjiantius makes war egainfi him, ibid, Ai- 
.le£lus is concjUerfd and killed, ibid, fhe iftaifdrititrns 
to the dominiosi of it's lawful m^ers,\\i\d. 'Confian- 
iius makes a noble ufe of bis vipory, 314. . Other ex^ 
ploits'of that prince agasnjl th'e German nations, 315. 
Mldnefs 
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'-ahk ■inftajtce vf it, ibia. , Gahriiis %eik'gs toirr ir^ 
Kar^s 'king af Perfia^ and ^aihs-agniit ^tBH^ 'ir^' 
'■bim,%\l. narfesfues jvr'peii^; 7,^20: 'Jt^^m. 
''id hinh, fbid. CondHidhs '^We^jtreOi^, mt&, : ^b 
yi&etiajUd. forty years^ ^22: 'Oitej W«tf-W «^S* 
"p)idt, i^. TraHfaSiom^ yfs W^mmce'Mi^'k' 
JP^e t^ fivi yetirs, ibid. i . 

St.tt.i\. Dioci^ari's perficutfitiy ^%, ^iifeflt&is 
ccm'mtiom in Metitene a»d 5jWir, ^i -THUdt^ 

toes To Rome, to celdrate there -^h Pamtieth jiear if 
is reign, and at. the fame time his t^iia^, 35S. 
fits gafhes are ttot mdgmficenty 33^. iPii? >^^e are 
'diffalisfied with thetn^ ibid. Bhckfiati Ifertrrt 'Eme 
'4hrupiyy ibid, ^e falls into a liftgering iS^/st vb^cb 
Jrjf^S bis bead, 34D. GaferittSy taking itdVaitS^ AT 
If?, 'Jircis him and Maximiah h aMcate the emiri^ 
■^^t. " DiBcleJaii andMaximiah-ah^cate; 34^-. ffeW- 
VW and Maxitnian created C^firr, ibid. iMcl^^ 
•ihdiimtinted in bis 'retirhnent, 34-?. Jlii rmu^ltMte 
Jftfing concerning thed0cuhy of tovi^ing 'ifill, wft. 
kmahis fiill fvhfifiing of Diode^^s pdUui M Sjitti^- 
VhJj ibid. /& bid iaeakened the Pr-^Miakii 3^^. 
•Saj^ri^on of the FrumenuHi, or ^i0c Jpihi ibid. 
•SeverMbf THocUftan*s laws in tbt todi\ iBid. Jtp^- . 
Ment concerning his cbaf-a6fer-, 350. • State of' lear^i^ 
'itfti ef'thefciences vAdet his reign, '351. 
■ S£CT. in. Confiantius beid the firfi rank dmettg iJft 
four Princes whogovemed after DiocUfian, 35J. Tbe 
^mpih a£fually divided between him and Gwerias, aj^* 
Mappinefs of the provinces under Conftanli^, ibid. 
Gaktius, on the contrary, governed tyrannicalfyy^^g, 
Projeifs which he revolved in his mind, 358. Coh^ifi- 
'tine' tfcapes from Nicomedia, and joins his father in 
Gaul, ^59. Confiattius dies at Tork, ^60. He dp- 
points Confiantine bis fole fucceffory fbid. ^be am^ 
proclaims Confiantine Auguftus, 361. The fate of 
Conjlantius co/i^afed with that of his to-tempdrary 
princiSy ibid. 

THE 
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From- AtrcusTUB to Cohstahtini. 
BOOK XXVI. 



PRINCIPAL EVENTS of the Reign of 
PITILIP. 

Peregrinus. 
, ^milianus. 

Philip writes to the fenate, who acknowledge him, 
and decree to him all the titles of the -imperial 
power. 

He names his fon Cxfar, when only feren years 
of ^e. 

tie concludes a peace with Sapor. 

l^is pretended penance at Antioch. 

He -comes to Rome, and by his affability con- 
ciliates the friendlhip of the Great. 

He gives the command of the armies of Syria to 
L. Prifcus, his brother, and that of the troops d 
Msdia, and Macedonia to his father-in-law Seve< 
rianus. 

Vol. IX, ^ M.JuLitfi 
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. HISTORY OF TriE EMPERORS. 
M- Julius Philippus AuGUSTvs. 

. TlTIANUF. 

He marches againft the Carpians, who ravaged 
the proyinces adjoining to the Danube, makes war 
upon them, and returns conqueror. 

't . . .- . Pr^sens. . , 



A great fire in Rome. 

M. Julius J*hilippus Augustus II. 
M. Julius Severus Philippus Caesar. 

■ Philip, after having made his fon conful, declares 

himlikewifa Auguftus. 



Philippcs in. 
Philippus 
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Secular games. - 

An edi& for lupprefling the crime againft ^aturc 

^- - M.-:ffiMILIANUS II. ' " 

Junius Aquj LINUS. 

Jotapian rebels in Syria, and Marinus in Mscfia. 
They both petilh fcJott after' their being proclaimed 
Augufti. 

Decius, being fe'qt liitp Mzefia to punifh thofe 
\vho had favoured the irebelKon of Marinus, is hirh- ; 
.^ielf'napied empefdr .by the troops.. . 

Pe|rets'out.On his march. The battle of Ve- 
rona.' 'Phifif) tjefe^ed kiid^ flain. -His fon put to 
death in Rome by the praetorian guards. 

.Divine honours are 4ecrecd to both of them. 

Note. 
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Note. 
As the tyrants, that is to fay, thofe wh 
ufurpcd the title and power of emperor 
without being acknowledged in Rome, oi 
fcnate, m^ke a conEderable part of the 
Hiftory at this period i I fliall take care 
tion them at the end of the Principal I 
each reign. 

Usurpers during the reign of P H 1 1 

JoTAPiAN in the Eaft. 
Marinus in Msfia. 
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PHILIP. 



S E C T. I. 

PHI LI P » achtekwdged hy tbtfenate. Two em- 
perors erromoujly infer ted here by Zonaras. Philip 
makes his fin Cafar. He concludes a peace witb 
S<^er and returns to - Syria. His pretended pen' 
ance at Anttocb. Upon bis arrival at Rome, be 
endeavours to Jirengthen bis authority. He marches 
again^ the Carpians. What is known ef thofi 
people before the time of PbiUp. He defeats them, 
and obliges them to fue for peace. He names bis 
fin cenfttl with himfelf and creates him Au- 
gujius. He celebrates the fecular games. An edi£l 
for fupprejjing the crime agaii^ nature. Jotaptan 
is proclaimed emperor in Syria, and Mdrinus in 
Mafia. They both perifh; Dectus fucceeds them, 
A battle between Decius and Philip near Verona. 
The death of Philip and of Ms fin. Detached 
fa£ts. The Philips are ranked among the gods. 

^J;«-T)HILIP having fucceeded by the means I 
Vther^ jZ i»3ve already mentioned in getting himfelf 
""■ ^l«^ named emperor by the foldiers, was anxious to ob- 
£^f. '"■ tain the confirmation of the fenate without delay. 
He wrote to that body, and demanded it of them, 
dilguifing his crime in regard to Gordian, and 
faying, as I obferved before, that the yopng 
prince died of ficknefs. The fenate, either really- 
deceived, or pretending to be fo, joined their 
fuffrage to that of the troops, and by one and the 
^femc rcfolucion decreed divine honours to Gordian, 

and 
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fi HISTORY GF THE EMPERORS. 

it. The emperor then led back, the Romaa army*- 
to Syria. 
Hitpntcn- Ic is here that writers place the ftrongeft 
uA^tk^' proof of the pretended chriftianity of Philip, who, 
' they fay, being .ax Antioch at the feaft of Eafter, 
defired to come to the Church to partake of the 
holy niyfteries, and being repulfed by the Bifliop, 
St Babylas, on account of his crimes, and the mur- 
der of Gordian, he fubmjtted to a public penance. 
After what we have faid concerning the notion of 
Philip's being a Chriftian, it is eafy to judge what 
degre of credit ought to be given to this ftory of his 
penance -, which, oefides, is not fully and exactly 
related by any ancient author. To m^c out an 
account of it any way tolerable, they have been 
obliged to patch feveral evidences together, and to 
fupplyand alter the one by the other. The fliorteft' 
and faftft courfe is not to admit of a perplexed and ill 
fupported narrative. We have no great temptation to 
torture hiftory in order to claim fuch a Chriftian. 
UpoDhi!«- Philip, who had ftudied to gain the affeflion of 
Rwnc'he the troops by large donatives j upon - his arrival aC 
tndeavouii Romc, cndeavourcd to fboth the lenate and the no- 
Ihtn'hiT bl^s ^^y careffes, an affable, and popular behaviour, 
jiatLotitj. and an air of perfefl: moderation. At the fame time, 
being attentive to the material offers of the ftate, he 
took all necefiary precautions, and committed the 
important trufts of the empire to iafe hands. 
He gave the command of the troops in Syria to 
his brother Prifciis, and that of the forces in Ma^fia 
and Macedonia to his father-in-law . Severiarius. 
Judging himfelf then pretty Iafe, and defiring to 
'. raife his reputation by the fplendor and glory of 

Ki inardhM gmis ; he marched in perlbn againft the Carpians, 
c^iaas. a people whom I have already had occafion to 
mention, and whom it may now be proper todefcribe 
more fully. 
w'Jof ^^^ Carpians, as their name feems to imply, 
rtwfc^- inhabited originally the jnountains called Car- 



t,CoogIc 



PHILIP. BOOK XXVI. 

puthes by the Antients, and which are i 

named the Carptich mountains, and fep^irate H 

gary and Tranfylvania from Poland. Thofe j 

pie, bordering on the Sarmatians, and encoiirs 

by the example of the Goths, who often made 

cefsful incurlions into the Roman territories, wai 

to imitate them. They are mentioned in hill 

for the firft time under Alexander Severus. 

leaft, it is to the reign oF that prince, that M. T 

mont refers an embafly of the Carpathiaos, an 

count of which we h'ave in the extrafts of F 

Patricius, and which, for it's fingularity, defervt 

have a place here. 

Tullius Menophilus, probably the fame 
afterWards defended the city of Aquileia ag; 
Maximin, as we have already obferved, comniani 
at the time we are now fpeaking of, in Msefia ; 
being a vigilant and adive general, he kept 
troops always in action, and made them prai! 
their exercife every day. The Carpians knov 
that the Gorhs drew a large ftipend from the Rom 
became equally greedy and enterprifing, and 
ambaffadors to Menophilus, demanding likewi 
penfion. Menophilus had received notice of 
purport of their embafiy, and knowing their ftiil; 
haughtinefs, he refolved to humble it by his i 
temptuous treatment of them. Accordingly, a 
they were arrived in his camp, he fufFered fev 
days to pafs without giving them an audier 
letting them only fee his foldiers perform t 
exercife, that thofe Barbarians might cone 
the higher idea of the ftrengthof body, and exp 
nels of the Romans. At length he fent 
them J and being leaited upon a very 1 
tribunal, with the tallcft and beft made mer 
his whole army on each fide of him, he heard 
fpeech of the ambafladors with a feeming 
attention, appearing bufied with other mat 
and talking to thofe that were next him, 
B4 
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he had been obliged to think of much more im- 

gKtant concerns, than thofc of the Carpians. The 
arbarians, piqued at his haughty behaviour, reduced 
their intended harangue to thefe few words. " Why 
•' do the Goths receive fo much money from you, 
*' whiJe we receive none ? " Menophilus anfwercd 
them, •' The Roman emperor poffeffcs, great riches, 
•* and he gives part ot them to thofe who beg 
*' it of him." " .Wdl then, replied the am- 
*' baifadors, let him number us among thofe who 
** beg of him, and let him give money to us as 
** well as to the Goths, for we are better than, 
" ihem." Menophilus, after fimiling at their ru- 
ftick fimplicity, told them, that he would give the 
emperor an account of their demand, and that they 
might return at the end of four months for an ■ 
ajifwer. They did not fail to come at the time 
appointed ; but Menophilus put them off for three 
months longer : and at the end of thofe three months 
his anfwet was ; *' The emperor will not enter 
" into any engagements with you ; but if you 
" want a prefent of money, go to Rome, 
*' throw yourfelves at his feet, and perhaps his 
*' goodnefs will be moved by your prayers." The 
Carpians then perceived that they were trifled with, 
and made a jeft of : but yet, for the three years 
that Menophilus governed M^fia, they never dared 
to' make the leaft difturbance. 
e'ifl^". They made an incurfion into MfeGa in the reign 
'of Maximus and Balbinus, and the latter of thefe 
emperors was on the point of marching againft them 
when he was flain. 
K* aefots No farther mention is made of the Carpians 'till 
^T' 5^-, the period we are now treating of, that is to 
ipfiKfor fay, rill the reign of Philip, in the beginning 
P'"' of which Zofimus relates, that they ravaged the 
territories on the Danube. Philip marched 
thither, gave them battle, defeated them, and 
obliged tneqi tg Ihut themfelves up jn a fortrcfa 
where 
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>iphcre he beficged them. The befieged perceiving, 
from the top of their walls, a great niimber of 
their countrymen, who had ralUcd and formed them- 
felves into a body after theii" flight, made a fally upon 
the Romans, doubtlefs in hopes of being affifted by 
their comrades, and of forcing the enemy to raife the 
nege : but the fuccefs of this attempt not anfwering 
their cxpeflation, they fued for peace, and eafily ob- 
tained it. Phihp then returned conqueror to Rome. 

This prince never dropped his defign of efta- ^^ „,„„ 
blilhing himfelf folidly upon the throne, and of *•'" (i">™. 
perpetuating the Imperial dignity in his family. In ^,a>m »nd 
the -fourth year of his reign , he took his fon, who "««« him 
was then only ten years of age, for his collegue ^Ja^,'"' 
in the confumiip, and before the end of the year, 
he declared him Auguftus. The following year 
he named him confol for the fecond time, with 
himfelf: but by thefc premature honours, he only 
rendered the deftruftion of his fon more certain, 
■whenever the child fliould happen to be deprived 
of his prote6Uon. 

On the twenty-iirft day of April of this "^,"''1;^ 
fame year 248, ended the thoufandth year fince ftcuiar 
the foundation of Rome, according to the calcu- ^^'^"l 
lation of Varro, which has been chiefly followed. ^wSrar. 
Tlus epoch was 'celebrated by fccular games, al- ■^"^'*''^'"' 
though they had been given by Severus only 
48 years before. The celebration of thefc garner, 
in which all the pomp of the Pagan fuperfticion 
was difplaycd, is a direft proof of the public pro- 
fefiion wMch the emperor Philip made of his at- 
tachment to idolatry. It is a violation of uil pro- ' 
bability, to fuppofe, without any evidence, that the 
emperor could celebrate them without taking part 
in the facrifices that accompanied them, or rather 
which were the efiential part of them, and the 
very foundation of the whole feftival. 

To increafe the magnificence of thefe games, he ^^^ 
made ufe of ajl the ornaments that had been pro- 21.' ' 
vided 
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vided for the folemnity of Gord'ian's triuniph ove^ 
jhe Perfians. Capitolinus tells us the number of 
animals which were cither fhewn to the people 
on this occafion, or made to fight for their 
amufement ; namely, thirty-two elephants, ten 
elks, ten tygers, fixty tame lions, and thirty 
tame tygers -, ten hysenas, ten lions of a fingular 
kind; ten camels, fomewhat refembling a leopard. j 
twenty wild affes, and as n^ny wild horfes j 
■ an hyppopotamus, and a rhinoceros. .■ A thouland 
couple of gladiators were alio exhibited in the fliews. 
Philip's fecular games appear to have been the laft 
that were ever celebrated in Rome. Aurclius 
Victor, who faw the following hundredth year, 
complains that it pafled without being conJecrated 
by that religious ceremony, which he believed to 
be of great •■ virtue for fecuring the tranquility of 
the empire, Zofitrius alfo maices 'the fame com- 
plaint, and even with greater warmth. 
Aneiiafor PhiUp, foon after this folemnity, publifhed an 
fipp effing ediifl which does him great honour. ■ He prohi- 
Igjinft™ bited the practice of the crime againft nature j 
^"'i va "^^'^^^ ™^^ publicly permitted at Rome, upon pay- 
ing a fmall tribute to the public treafury. He did 
not indeed wholly abolilh this crime; but he took 
■ away the ftainof it's being tolerated and authorized, 

which was an infamy to the government. Alexan- 
der Scverus durft not attempt this reformation. 
Philip executed it, and his edii5t fubfifted in all it's 
force, and had no occafion to be renewed. . 
jotspian i» Hithctto thc Tcigo of Philip had been very 
f^-lw^in "^u'ct, and as far as we can conjeiSure' from the 
Brtia, and fmall light which our authors furnifti us wirfi, this 
M*fi"s!' " calm may be attributed to the prudence of the 
?^/.&fz«H, prince, who feems to have been a penetrating and 
'"'* expert politician. He, however, committed an er- 

ror in fuffering his brother Prifcus to abufe the 
power he was entrufted with in the Eaft. The ar- 
■' rogancc of tjiat commander, and his tyrannical op- 

preflions 
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prefTions in raifing the taxes, occalioned w infur- 
redtion. Rebellions, in thofe times, were generally 
carried at once to the utmoft height, and the fmallell 
fedicions immediately produced the nomination of a 
new emperor, Jotapian, who called himfelf, and 
who might really be, a relation of Alexander Severus, 
was invefted with the purple, and proclaimed Au- 
guihis. The fame caufes produced the fame cfk& in 
Mfefia, and the troops in that country declared P. Car- 
TJlius Marinus emperor, who was only a centurion. 
As to the confequenoes of thefc events, which 
terminated at laft in depriving Philip of the em- ThiT^boih 
pire, and of his life, and in raifing Deems to^^'^fy^J^; 
the throne of the Cxfars ; we have no other informa- them, 
cion, but that which Zofimus and Zonaras give us; 
and I cannot prevail with myfelf to tranfcribe the 
»bfurd accounts of thofe injudicious writers, who 
do not .even agree with each other '. Can any 
one believe, that Philip, terrified with the 
revolt of Jotapian and Marinus, Ihould beg of 
the fenate, either to afTift him, or to-take the bur- 
den of the government off his hands; that Deciu<;» 
after the ruin of Marinus, being appointed by the 
emperor to go and take the comrfiand of the troops in 
Mxfia, refuted that employment, becaufe he plainly 
forefawthe iflue of it, which he even warned Philip 
of, telling him, that it might prove the fource of 
troubles to both of them ; that Philip, who certainly 
did not want underftanding, neverthelcfs forced him 
to obey; that Decius, being proclaimed emperor 
by the troops, upon his arrival in Msefia, oppoftd 
his own elevation, and that the foldiers were obliged 
Do put their fwords to his throat to make him con- 
fcntj and to conclude, that the fame Decius, when 
he was marching againft Philip, wrote to him not to 
be alarmed, becaufe he would abdicate whenever 
he ihould arrive at Rome ? AH thefe tircumftaiices 
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are either invented at pleafure, or they conceal the 
depths of the ambitious policy of Deciusj who muft 
have begun with deceiving his emperor, to fuccecd 
afterwards in dcftroying him. 

We Ihall therefore rcftxiit ourfclvcs to the out- 
lines of the tranfa&on. JotapJan and Marinus 
perilhed by their own want of i«Tidence, even in 
ihofe provinces where they had, for a fliort fpace 
x^tmr. 6f of time, a£ted the part of fovcreigns. The firft, how- 
^rd.v>a. ever, may have enjoyed his ufurped dignity, even 
during feme part of the following reign. Decius, a 
native of Budalia, a fmall town of Pannonia, near 
Sirmium'', and who, though to all appearance 
Swtr^.yia. of an obfcure origin, had raifed himfelf, by his 
■^■'' merit and talents, to the confulfliip, and to the 
rank of one of the iirft members of the fenate, was 
fent by Philip into Mxlia, to punifh thofe who had 
, favoured the enterprize of Macrinus. Th^ 
foldiers, confcious of their guilt, thought that I 
the belt way to efcape the punifhment due to 
their rebellion was to hazard a new one -, and 
DecHis, who was a man of merit, and looked upon 
as Ikilled in the art of war, appeared to them a i 
chief capable of fecuring the impunity of their i 
former crime. The ambition of Dccius augmented ] 
this inclination to revolt. He accordingly re^ 
newed with them a crime which he himfelf 
ought to have punilhed ; and being proclaimed 
Auguflus 

fc // // -wreng tafiippof* that italb fir tht glarj and faftty 

tht tmpirar Diciui, barn in a tf Ramt. Cei-MiilU hat initt4 

finall Iwin ef Paikntnia, viai ad'uantii ihii in thtft fint lintt 

« iifctndant of iht ancimi e/i>uP»ijtuaii,[Aiiiy.k.i.) 

^ Dtcim <mb» dtiattd him/ilf /• | 

P«s ayeux de D^ie on vaatc la menioire : 

£[ ce nom. ptccieux eocore a toj Romaioi, I 

An bout de fix gcds ant lui met I'Empirc aui tnaias. 

But ei a Pott, he vfti a riafan far him ta lay hali ef 
Mtrly tB itrvtnl. Tht reftm- that eircamjiaaa, U tmitUiJi \ 
kiaait »J %amet tutu a fufficitnt hii ^eri. 
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iAuguftus by tin armies of Mxfu and Pannonia, v 

fee immediately began his inarch in order to.attack 
Philip in Italy. Philip met him with a greater ^ ^^^^ 
number <^ troops, but he is faid to have been lefs, ^"phi% 
expert in thfe art of war. Skill gpt tbe. better ^^^'^™^ 
ty£ numbers, and the two armies having engag<yd PhUip^ ar 
near Verona, Philip was defeated and flain, either ^'/"^^^ 
on the field of battle or in the city of Verona, rlM/™s, 
whither he had fled. His defeat and death ^^^"^X'bpA 
dated by M. Tillemont in the year of Chrift 249, 
in one of the mcmths of fummer, or in the beginniog 
of autumn. Philip therefore reigned five years a^d 
fbme months. His Ion was killed at Rome by 
the prastorian guards as foon as they heard of his 
father's misfortune. 

A writer relates, that this young prince was of (b 
ferious a difpofition, and even fo melancholy, that, 
from the time of his bang five years of age, he 
never laughed, whatever endeavours his attendants 
could ufe to excite him thereto ; and that at the 
fecular games, having obferved his father laugh 
in a manner that to £m 'appeared immoderate, he 
gave him a look of fcorn. Such a dilpofition, 
in an infant would be very unnatural, and one can 
hardly help fufpefting at leaft fame exaggeration in 
this account. 

The moft confiderable monument of the reign D(,„f^ 
of Philip is the colony of Philippolfs, which heF»fl'- 
foimded in Arabia Petnea, near Boftra, which was zZ^' ^'^' 
his native country. ' 

In the quarter of Rome beyond theTyber, he^,„/,pw 
caufed 3 canal to be dug, with a defign to condud 
the water thither, fw the convenience of-^the in- 
habitants of that part of the city, ■ 

He reunited to the imperial treafury thehpufe oFcb/,,,. t^, 
the Gordians, which, as I obferved before, had for- 
merly belonged to Pompey. This proceeding ^ms 
contrary to the refpeft which he afFe^d foi;.thc 
memory of his prcdeceffor. 

They 
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*«/rf.Or«r. A great fire is faid to have h^pened during; his 
reign, which confumed the theatre of Pompey, and 
the portico called The hundred Columns.' 
ctj. i.i. We find in the Code a law, under his narme, 
(if-si- f-3-which declares, that Poets hare no privilege of 
emoying any cjcanption. This was depriving them 
of that refource to which the narrownefs of their 
circumftwices had often obliged them to apply. 
The Phiiipt Deciiis muft certainly have paid fome refpet^ to 
'" ""th^ ''*^ memory of this Prince, if what Eutropius fays 
^"^ be true, that the Philips, after their death, were 
ranked among the gods. 



PRINCIPAL EVENTS of the Reign 
o F 

D E C I U S. 



A.R. leoo. M. ^MILIARUS II. 

A.c. 149. Junius Aquilinus. 

Deciils, being acknowledged ais Emperor, makes 
his-eldeft fon Ciefar. He afterwards gives the 
fame title to his other fon Hoftilianus. 

He violently pcrfecufes the ChHftian Church; 

C. Messius Quintus Trajahus Decius 
A'.c.''^»i . Augustus H. 

Gratus. 

This fecond confulftiip of Decius fuppofes a 
former, of which we know not the date. 

\ ■ ' The 
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The perfecution continues with the fame violence 
all this year. 

The martyrdom of Pope St Fabian. 

"Origen long and cruelly tormented by the Pagan 
magiftracy at Carfarea in Paleftine. 

The apoftacy of a great number of Chriftians. 
St Paul, the hermit, corifines himfelf to the defarts 
'of Thebais. 

Part of the walls of Rome rebuilt by Decius., 

Troubles in Gaul. 

An irruption of the Goths into lUyricum, Thrace, 
and Macedonia. L. Prifcus joins them, and caufes 
himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. Decius the 
younger is fent by his father to make head againft 
the enemies, Philippolis in Thrace is taken by the 
Goths. 

DeCIUS'AuCUTUS III. A.R.lDot. 



Q^HERENNIUsETRUSCUsME|f3IUsDEC 



lUS 



A. C. 151, 



C^SAR 



Decius makes his eldeft fon Auguftus. 

He himfelf goes, to lUyricum. 

Valeiis emperor for a few days, either in lUyricum 
or at Rome. 

Valerian, afterwards emperor, is elected eenfor 
by, the fenate. 

beCilis,' after gaining feveral great advaijtages 
oyer the Goths, perifhes with his eldeft fort and 
all his irmy thi-ough the treachery of Gallas; ' This 
event happened towards the end of the year. 

, -Usurpers during the reign of D E C I U S. 

L. pRiscus in Jllyricum. This may be the 
brother of the emperor Philip. 

Julius 
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JuLios Valens. in lilyricum, according toTre- 
bellius PoUio. But according to Aurelius Viftor's 
manner of expreffing himfelf, Valens would rather 
fcem to have been proclaimed emperor in Rome.- 

JoTAPiAN may have lived and reigned even 
under the emperor Decius. 



u s. 
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Uncertainty end cmfuRm of m*i^<^ °f 'I'f ^f ''^• 
The names of Decius. He feifm" '^^ Chnfttans. 
Jn inva/ton of the Goths. IW^"/^"^ J"^"^. 
them, caufes himfelf to be froclaime^^f.°^} f^ 
fences. Decius the yomger is fent m.r^^^^fT 
againji the Goths. Decius goes in perji^, °-^^ 
ricum. Valens is proclaimed emperor an^ ^V% , 
foon after. Decius perifljes by the treafen \^ "j " ■ ' 
lus. Detached tranfaSiojts. \ 

^^^^ qpHE cpnftifion of the time of which I '™' 
f nn of the J|_ now writing the hiftory, is very great. TI , ^^ 
liilr^riL. is not one date of an event, one epoch of the beg ^°J 
ning or end of a reign, and fcarcely indeed a fin& ■'■ 
(aft, that is not liable to be difputed. Even u^ 
writers of the Byzantine hiftory fail us ; and ther' 
is a chafni among them, from the death of Gordiai 
III. to the reign of Valerian. In this labyrinth, M 
de Tillemoni's labour is to me a neceffary guidej 
without the aSUiance of which, I would not dare' 
to enter it. 

The family of Decius affords Us an example of . 
this confufion. The variety of the names of his 
fons has made fome learned men afcribe four to him. 
Others give him^ but two. The name of hii , 

wife 
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*ife has occafioned many difcuflions. M. jLebcau, 
my iiluftrious co-adjutor in the profeflbrlliip of 
Rhetoric, who, to an exquifite tafte in eloquence 
and poetry, joins a profound knowledge of antiquity, 
has informed me, that the writers the belt acquainted 
with the fcjence of medals, admit of only two fons 
of Decius, the one named Q^ Herennius Etrufcus 
Meffius Decius, and the other C. Valens Hoftilianus 
Mefllus Quintus ; . and that as to Decius's wife 
Ihe is always called Herennia Etrufcilla. This 
opinion is therefore that which I Ihall abide by. 

Decius was named C. Meffius Quintus Trajanus The mmn 
Decius. His family name feems to have bcen°'^"*** 
Meffius : for this name is found likewife upon the 
medals of his fons, Cuftom, however, has prevailed 
to diftinguifii him by the name of Decius, which is 
fometimes preceeded by that of Trajan. He was 
born in a village near Sirmium, as I faid beforf^ 
and was the firft of the many princes which lllyri- 
cum gave to the Roman empire. 

This emperor is very famous in Ecclcfiaftical He perft- 
Hiftory, as a violent perfecutor of Chriftianity. chria'^ 
For this rcafon, Chriftian authors arc not favourable i'"'"- 
to him. The Pagans, on the contrary, load him 
with praifcs, which, however, are but lamely fup- 
pofted by fads. His reign was very Ihort 1 and it 
muft be owned, that Hiftory has not preferved any 
thing more memorable in, it, than the perfecution 
which he exercifed ^ainft the Chriftian Religion. 
"With that too it was that he began his reign. 
■ Decius hated the Chrlftians, becaufc Philip had pro- 
■ ' tefted them j and he took the very firft opportunity 
to make them feel the' effefts of that averfion : for 
it was not 'till aftet the middle of the year of Chrift 
449, that he became peaceable poiTeflbr of the 
empire; and on the twentieth of January 250, 
Pope St Fabian fuEEered martyrdom. The perfecu- 
tion was ordered by an edift of the emperor, and 
confequently extended over the whole empire ; and 
Vol. IX. ■ . C 8S 
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as all the provinces were full of Chriftians, whofc 
numbers had Jncreafed prodigioufly fince the reign 
of Alexander Severu?, the confternatioA which k 
Ipread was univerfal. 

What particularly charafterizes this perfecution, 
which is reckoned the feventh, is, that the chief 
aim of the Pagans feems to have been, to force the 
Chriftians to abjure their religion, by the duration 
of the torments inflifted on them. TTiey were kept 
a long time in clofe prifons, where they were 
ufed with the utmolb barbarity, and put frequently 
to the rack, in order to weary out their patience, 
and overcome, by cruel and repeated trials, the 
fortitude of thofe who were thought to be prepared, 
to die with pleafure. 

Such was in particular the treatment inflidlied qn 
Origen, whofc high reputation and great natpe 
expofed liim remarkably to the hatred of the Pagans. 
This venerable old man, then between fixty-fix and 
fixty-feven years of ^e, was feizcd at Cfefarea in 
Paleftine, and thrown into prifpn. The magi- 
ftrates of that city were eq^ually attentive to make 
him fufFer much, and, at the fame time, not to 
take away his life. The horrors of a dungeon, 
chMns, fetters about his 'legs, and an iron collar 
round his neck, with the torments of the rack, 
and menaces to butn Him alive, were put in execu- 
' tion againft that zealous and judicious defender of 
, the Chriftian Faith, ih hopes of making him app- 
fl-atize. But the grace of Jefus Chrift having fiip- 
■ ported him under thefe fevere, fufferings, he was 
at length fet at liberty, when the perfecution ceaffttl, 
and retired to Tyre, where he died ibbn. after. 

St Babylas of Antioch, and St Alexander of Je- 
rufalem, died in the prifon into which they had 
been thrown for the name of Chrift. 

Decius had likewife regourfe to another cruel 
artifice againft the Chriftians, of which indeed his 
predecefibrs had fet him the example. Concluding 

ttiat 
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that the people would be moft ' eafily overcome 
when deprived of the afliftarice of their paftors, he' . 
levelled his rage chiefly againft the bifliops and 
priefts. He was fo fenfible how much this policy • 
would contribute to the fuccefs of his views, that, 
for upwards of a year after the death of St Fabian, 
he hindered the chufing of a fucceflbr to that holy 
pontiff; and even at laft, it was entirely owing to 
the rebellions and wars, which neceflkrily engrofled 
all his attention, that the clergy and people of Rome 
found means to affsmble when they elefted St 
Cornelius. 

Thefc meafures were, undoubtedly, well calcu- 
lated to anfwer the end which Decius aimed at ; 
and, in effe£t, they fucceeded fo far, that a great 
number of Chriftians, weakened and relaxed by a 
peace of thirty-eight years continuance, which had 
been difturbed only by Maximin's tranfient perfecu- 
tion, funk under that we are now (peaking of. 
Many facrificed to idols : others, to reconcile, as 
they imagined, their confcience with their fafety ; 
without aiftualiy committing the crime, obtained of 
the magiftrates, by tneans of a" fum of money, a 
certificate attefting their fiibmiflion to the emperor's ■ 
cdi€t. The wifeft of the faithful, particularly the 
Laity, whofe condition did not oblige them to 
remain on the field of battle to oppofc the enemy, 
fearing their own weaknefs, made ufe of the per- 
mifiion granted by Chrift in the Gofpel. They fled 
and difperfed themfelves in remote places. The 
moft famous of thefe illuftrious fugitives is St Paul 
the hermit, who confined himfelf to the defarts of 
Tbebais, where he remained hid, 'till God, ninety 
years after, gave information of him to St Anthony, 
by an exprcis revelation. 

This violent and fatal misfortune was moderateJ 

by the divine goodnefs, in regard to it's duration. 

The great heat of the pcrfecution laftcd but a year : 

and l^fore the end of the year of Chrift 250, the 

C 2 confeffoTJ, 
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" confeflbrs, who filled the prifons of Rome, were fet 
at liberty.' 
in«non of It was not the mildnefs or clemency of Dc(au3 
the Cothfc ^hjch weakened the rage of the perfecution ; but, as 
I have already faid, the neceflity of affairs, and the 
dangers which thrcatned the ftate from an invafion 
0./. of the Barbarians. The Goths paffed the Danube % 
and over-run lUyricum, Thrace, and Macedonia. 
LvPrifcm I— Prifcus, who Commanded in thofe parts, (probably 
Joint then, ([je brother of the emperor Philip) was not afhamed 
feifrobc to join the enemies of the empire. He alliimed 
ffociiimed tfie Purple, and Ihewed what was fingular and 
™/^iiflios. unheard of, a Roman emperor at the head of aa 
army of Goths. He did not long enjoy Kis vain 
, title, fo bafely ufurped. He was declared a public 
enemy by the fenate, and icilled foon after j how, 
or by whom, we know not. 
DKios the Decius, pcrhaps then peribnally employed in 
fenTSIinft *l'J'^'^i"g ^^ infurrcftion which broke out in Gaul, 
thcGMbs. fcnt his eldeft fon, whom he had made C^ar, into 
^"Xj a- IJlyricum, to oppofe the ravages of the Barbarians. 
.A-maJi. That young prince, after an alternative of good and 
Zff. ^ ^'"^ fuccefs, was at laft worfted, and could not hinder 
the Goths from taking the city of Philippopolis in 
Thrace, in which an hundred thoufand men are 
faid to havE been killed, and from whence the con- 
querors carried off a great many prifoners of illu- 
ftrious rank 
DttiujfM! The importance of the war increafing daily, 
Ijj^i''^™."* Decius, either free from other cares, or judging 
this. the moft prefling, went himfelf into Illyricumi 
and, if we believe his panegyrift Zofimus, he de- 
feated the Goths in every engagement. 
ViieniLi Whilft he made war with fuccefs againft the 

E!^J^,'^ Barbarians, a new pretender to the throne ftarted 
ptiiihos foon upj cither in Rome, or Illyricum j for authors do 



•Jr^i.Tjr. 



' Zafimm, from gm/s igaoranee, calh it lit Taaaii infiiai if 
tht Danuit. 
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not agree which of the two it was. Valens caufcd 
faimfelf to be proclaimed emperor, and perifhcd 
at the end of a few days. 

Gallus, not ]e{s ambiDous, but more expert than D«i„.pe. 
Prifcus saxi Valens, fucccedcd better in a like enter- ''""^ ''''''" 
prize agwnft Decius. He was one of the principal gjiu"." 
officers of the Roman army -, and Decius, after 
feveral vidorics gained over the Goths, purpofing 
to cut off their retreat into their own country, and 
to extirpate them cndrely, that their nation might 
never more be tempted to invade the Roman 
territones, charged hun to guard the banks of the 
Danube with a large body of troops, whilft he, 
wich the main army, fliould purfue them in the rear. 
The Goths could not have cfcaped, if they had not 
been afiiftcd by the treachery of Gallus. That 
trwtor, feized with a pafTion for reigning, made 
propofals to them againll his mailer, which were 
eagct\y Wftened to ; and the fcheme of laying an 
ambuicade to furprize and kill Decius was fetded 
betfveeii chem. The Goths took their polt in a 
great marfh, into which Decius, from his ardour to 
purfue the conquered, and deceived by the falfe 
intelligence of Gallus, advanced without examining 
it. The marih was deep and flimy : and the em- 
peror plunging into it wicii 'all his army, found him- 
felf inftantly attacked by a vaA number of enemies. 
Decius is faid to have (hewn on this melancholy /f^r,-/.r;.'7,' 
occafion, ah intrepidity of foul, fimilar to that which 
Hiftory commends in Crafius in the midft of his 
misfortunes, when befet in like manner by the Par- 
thians. We are told, that the cldeft fon of Decius, 
who had juft been raifed to the rank of Auguftus, 
being Omn in the engagement, this heroic father, 
far from finking under his grief, undertook to com- 
fort his troops, and to animate them to aft with 
vigour, by telling them, that the lofs of a foldier 
Was not the ruin of an army. His courage was of 
no avail in this dreadful fituation. Sunk in the z#/, 
C 3 mud. 
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mud, and pierced with darts by the enemy, who 
fought at a dlftance without coming to a clofe en- 
gagement, Dcciiis, his fon, and all the Roman 
army, both foldiers and officers pcriftied, without 
excepting a fingle man. Thus the divine jufticc 
avenged the blood of the faints, cruelly Ihed by this 
violent perfecution. Decius reigned little more 
than two years. His death happened about the 
end of November, or beginning of December, of 
the year of Chrift 251. He left a fon, Hoftilianus, 
who, as we (hall' fee, became the fport of the perfi- 
dious Gallus. 
Detichei Decius is faid to have built and dedicated the 
!!Cl/ffw!' ''^"s of Rome : which plainly means no more than 
that he rebuilt a part of them, which, of courfe, 
required a new dedication. For the walls of cities 
were a thing facred, according to the fuperftitious 
l«.'f*. notions of the Romans. Decius alfo built baths 
or thermEe, either for his own ufe, or for the con- 
vctiience of the public. 
ridi^iUr. This prince had a regard to decency of conduft, 
*' *■ and wiflied for a reformation of manners, if we 
admit, as true, the account which we find in the life 
' of Valerian, by Trebcllius Pollio. We are ther« 

told, that Decius, when in Illyricum, wrote to the 
fcnate, to order the eleftion of a cenfor, and that 
the choice fell upon Valerian, who was afterwards 
emperor. An attention to an affkir of this kind 
does honour to Decius. But we (hall fpeak of this 
matter more iully, when we come to the reign pf 
VaJprian. 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS of the Reign 
OF 

G A L L U S. 



Decius Augustus III. A,R.ioot. 

Decius Ca:5ar. ' ' *^'' 

Gailus is proclaimed Auguftus with Hoftilianus, 
the fecond Ion of Decius, by the troops of Mcefia 
and Pannonia. 

He confers the tide of Cxfar upon his fon 
Voiiifianus. 

He concludes a (hamefql treaty with the Goths. 

C. ViBIUS TrEBONIANUS G a LLUSA.R. tooj.. 

Augustus III. ■*-^- 's** 

C. VOLUSIANUS C^SAR. 

Gallus goes to Rome. 

A plague over all the empire, which had begun 
in the year 250. 

Martyrdom of the holy popes Cornelius and , 

Lucius, 

Gallus caufes Hoftilianus to be put: to death» 
and pretends that th? young prince died of the 
plague. 

He creates his fon Volufianus, Auguftus, 

CVoLusiANus Augustus II. A.R.1004. 

..:,.,. MaXIMUS. A.C. ijj, 

The Goths invade Mosfia. 
Emilian defeau them, and caufes himfelf to be 
proclaimed emperor. 

■ C 4 ^ He 
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He marches his army into Italy. Gallua is killed 
Wfth his Ton, near Interamna, by his own troops. 

Usurper under -G A L L U S. 

M. AuFJDIl'S PeRPERNA LlCINIA(*US, 



G A L L U S. 

SECT. III. 

"Tbefe times were full of revoljitions and catafiropbes. 
Gallus pretends to honour the memory of Decius. 
He adopts HoJiitianuSy the fon of Decius, and makes 
him Augujlus. He concludes ajhameful treaty with 
fbe Goths. He eoes /o' Rome. He abandons bim- 
felf to a luxurious eafe. jl plague of twelve years 
continuance. Gallus perfecutes the Church. He 
rids himfelf of Hofiilianus. The Goths again ravage 
Mmfia. Emilian drives them back to their own 
fountry, and makes himfelf emperor. He gnes to 
Italy. Gallus is killed by bis own troops. PerperTtft 
fin ufurper for a fevj days, 

Theft timM OUDDEN revolutions, bloody cataftrophcs, and 

«toiui"oru O reigns (o (hort, that they only pafs, as it were, 

and luiftro- rapidly before our eyes ; mark the period of which 

S^tfi, ;. 5, I ^f" nPW treating. The Roman empire, at this 

time, refembled the wretched royalty of the temple 

of Diana, in the wood of Aricia, which could be 

held only by a fiavc who had killed his predeceflbr. 

The commanders of the armies, almoft all per- 

fons of mean extraflion, miffed no oppoitunity 

pf depriving the aftual pofleflbr of the empire 

both of his life ind dignity, and placed themfelves 

upon his throne, in expeftation' of a like fate. 

Philip 
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. Philip, Decius, Gallus, whom we are now to fpcak 
of, and Emilian, who will fucceed Gallus, are a 
proof of what 1 advance. 

C- Vibius Trebonianus Gallus was proclaimed G»i]as pn- 
emperor without difficulty, after the death of De- "^^Vr^he 
cius, by the troops of Moefia and Pannonia. He ni™dry of 
■was a native of the itiand of Meninga, now Gerbi, ^""^^ • 
on the coaft of Africa, and proved himfelf, by his, 
conduS, a true fon of that perfidious mother. 
After cutting off Decius by a bale and Yiornd z<,f.v,a, 
treachery, he pretended to honour his memory, "'"?■"■ 
and ordered him and his eldeft fon to be ranked ' 
among the gods. This was a policy conftantly 
praftifed by*all the ufurpers of thfe throne, to dif- 
guife their crime. Maximin had paid the lame 
compliment to Alexander, Philip paid it to Gor- 
dian III, and Decius himfelf, to Philip. Gallus 
■went farther. Though he had a fon, known inneadopti 
Hiftory by the name of Volufianus, he adopted "°"''™? 
Hoftihanus the fon of Decius, and conferred upon otd™ Ld 
him the title of Auguftus. We may even fufpeft ^'"'"g^" 
that he began with caufing HofUlianus to be de- 
clared Auguftus, as being the fon of the laft empe- 
ror i and that it was under pretence of becoming his 
guardian, on account of his minority, that he caiifed 
himfelf to be inverted with the titles of the fo»e- 
reign power. Philip had fet him the example of 
yhis trick. But however that may have been, 
certain it is, that Gallus, under a Ihew of honour 
and good-will towards Hoftilanus, concealed the 
bafe and deteftable defign of murdering him. 

He had been too well ferved by the Goths to Hb con- 
treat them as enemies : and as his intereft likewife ^"^"^V^i 
called him to Rome, he concluded a Jhamefiii peace <r«ty wJh 
with them, permitting them to return to their own 2,}.°°"^ 
country with all their booty, and even to carry with 
them a great number of illuftrious prifoners ; pro- 
mifing alfo to pay them annually a tribute in gold, 
^fter having thus fold the honour of the empire to 

the 
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He goM to the Barbarians, he repaired to Rome, where he had 
Riime. already been acknowledged : the fenate, in thoie 
unfettled times, readily fubmitting to the law of 
the ftrongcft. 
Hcabandani An empire acquired by fuch means as Gallus 
i!,'™ilL"' * '"^^ "*^ °f» requires aftlvity and vigilance to keep 
c^fe. it. Gallus abandoned hinifelf to effeminacy, luxury, 

and indolence ; Ihewing only fome imall attention 
to the capital, and negleifting alt the reft of his vaft 
monarchy. Accordingly, his reign is fcarcely known, 
except by. the miferies v/lnch the empire fuifered 
under it, by the ravages of the, Barbarians, and 
■A pias"« of particularly by a dreadful plague, which, having 
'Hrt^con- begun in the year 250, raged iWith great violence 
tiDuancc. in 25^, and continued for ten years after. 
a'r'iooi. Gallus, and Volufianus, whom his father had 
made conful with himfelf, and Auguftus, acquired 
jhrtLVia. fome honour among the inhabitants of Rome, by 
the care which they took of the burial of thofe thac 
were carried off by the diftemper, without except- 
ing even the meaneft of the people. But it is 
not faid that they ever thought of feekmg for a 
remedy, or of giving the.neceffary orders to flop 
the contagion, and prevent it's fpreading. 
cutu per- They amufed themielves with having recourle to 
cruKh'""" *'*?'■ f*"^ g°^^ ^y facrifices, which they ordered to 
Lilian. be' offered up through all the empire : and it is very 
probable that this was what revived the perfecu- 
tion againft the Chriftiaos, who, full of zeal for the 
real welfare of the ftate, would not add to the anger 
of the true God, who is the fole arbiter and difpen- 
fer of blellings and misfortunes, by joining in thofe 
facrilegious ceremonies. This perfecution, which 
may be looked upon as a continuation of that of 
Decius, procured the crown of martyrdom to two 
holy popes, Cornelius arid Lucius. 
?imfcu" of "^^^ plague happened very opportunely, to cloak 
Hoffiiianus. the execution of Callus's deligns againft the life of 
^tfriii. Hoftilianus. He was afraid that the name of Decius . 

would 
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-would be a powerful recommendation in favour of 
this young prince, and that it might induce the 
foldiery to give him the power, as wc!I as the title 
and honours of the imperial dignity. He therefore 
fought an opportunity of getting rid oi ii riv.,' who " 
gave him umbrage. 1 he cont::gion furniihed 
him with this opportunity •. He probably p Jib;ied 
Hoftilianus, and then gave out, that i:c c-.c^', of the 
plague. Perhaps Volufian mr.y not Imvc been 
raifed to the rank of Auguftus, 'till after flofti- 
lianus's death : and in that cafe we may reaibnjbiy 
fuppofe, that the fon of Gallus filled the vacant 
place, and fucceeded to the. fpoils of the fon of 
Decius. 

If we believe Zofimus, the Barbarians, Scythians, The Cothi 
Borans, Burgundians-f, Carpians, committed as great ^^63"'*' 
ravages as tne plague in all the provinces of the em- z=/.efz«. 
pire. But the incurfions ot which that writer fpeaks, ^'^^ '°**' 
belong rather to the reign of Valerian. That whlctj 
happened in the time of Gallus, was a new invafion 
of the Goths, who, whether the tribute which had . 

been promifed them had not been exaiSly paid, or 
whether from their natural reftleflhefs, pafled the 
Danube, and defolated Mcefia, burning it's towns 
and killing it's inhabitants, or carrying them away 
captives, with an immenfe booty. 

Emilian, by birth a. Moor, and of very low ex- Emii;»ii 
traiftion, but who, neverthelefs, had been conful, ^"^ ''"'« 
'perhaps already twice ||, commanded at this time own c^l^ 

fLg and mabu 

* Zijlmui, M Mf hand, /ays, ^ Bargundf in Gaul: hut tbet !>""■ 

that Gallui ful HafiHianut ta i»tre aitdiuhttiUy a branch of ih* 

death I and an the ether. Jure- fame nalien, 
Rui ViBor dtclarei, that Hsfli- jj Mention it made of an 

iianui died of tht fiagut. Wi Mmhannt itiht t»ai cen/ul in 

may lafily fiippoft that the one tht year of Chrift J44, and ef 
Tiklld the affair ai it aauatty - an M. jEmiiianui •who lAiat • 

vuai, and that tht other fol- caxfal far tht ficond time, in 

la^id the fal/e rtpart fnblifi/ei 249. I fee ne rea/on luhj both 

fy the murderer. thife confulpipi maf not be af- 

f theft Bargundiani are not erihed to tht Emi.'ian iwf art 

thafi ivho ftundtd tit }nngdiim fpeaiing of. 
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T^i'r ^^'' ^'^ Roman troops in Mosfia. This General under- 
z'^.^ ^ flood the Art of War-, and his ambition told him, 
Ztmtr. tjjgt: he was as worthy of the empire as Callus. 
He thought that he had only to atchieve fome 
glorious exploit, in order to merit it j and ob- 
ferving, that his troops were difcouraged, he en- 
deavoured to roufe their former ardour, not only 
by urging to them motives of duty and honour, buc 
alfo, by promifing that they fliould have the penfion 
which was ignominioufly paid to the Barbarians. 
This argument fucceeded. His foldiers, flattered' 
with fuch hopes, did wonders. They defeated the 
Goths in Moafia, and even purfued them into their 
own country, beyond the Danube, where they en- 
gaged them again, cut their army in pieces, and 
recovered all the booty which had been carried ofF 
from the jRoman province. The conqueror Emilian 
was proclaimed emperor by his army. He loft no 
time to make good his pretenfions, but haftened 
his march for Italy. 
He e»o Gallus, in great confternation, fent Valerian to 
c»ii»/ta the Rhine, to bring him the legions of Gaul and 
idiw by hi> Germany ; whilfl: he himfelf advanced againft the 
own troops, gj^^j^y^ ^j. jjj^ jj^^^j ^j- ^^^ [roops hc then had with 

him. The two armies met near Interamna, now 

Terni, in Umbria ; and that of Gallus, finding 

itfelf much inferior, and befides, having no great 

efteem for it's chief, put an end to the ftrife, 

by killing him and his fon, and coming voluntarily 

over to Emilian. 

fTJfo*. Gallus had reigned about two years. Emilian 

was not the firft rival that rofe up againft him. 

perptrn. One M. Aufidlus Perpema Licinianus had taken 

"j^l^jjf^the title of Auguftus fome time before:. but his 

ill concerted enterprize was flifled in it's birth. 



EMILIAN, 
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C. VoLusiANus Augustus II. 
Maximus. 



SECT. IV. 

Ewilian is acknowledged emperor iy the fenate. His 
mild and moderate conduct. Valerian is proclaimed 
emperor by the troops be was leading to the ajjifiance 
p/ Gallus. Emilian is killed hy bis own foldiers. 

Cor M. Julius ^miiiatius, whom we fliall callEmiian :■ 
• only Emilian, made but a very Ihort appear- 1^''^"'*^. 
ance upon the, ftage, his reign not lafting four i*™ by 
months. He ought, however, to be ranked among ^zt/T^. • 
the emperors, fince he was acknowledged by the £■""¥- 
{enate, who, after having declared him a public ' •""?• 
enemy at the requeft of Gallus, conferred upon 
him all the titles of the Imperial power, now that 
they faw him conqueror. Emilian had taken care 
to conciliate the affection of that body, by letters 
fent from Illyrjcum immediately after his eledtion 
by the army. He therein declared, that he looked 
upon hinifelf as the lieutenant of the fenate, to 
whom he would leave the whole authority of the 
government, reftridling himfelf to the command 
of the armies. He promifed to eftablifh peace 
in the empire, by delivering Thrace, and the neigh- 
bouring provinces, from the incurfions of the Bar- 
barians, and by making war againil the Ferfians, 

who 
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who began again to diftiirb the Eaft by fome afts of 
hoftility. We may eafily believe, that tbis fub- 
miflive language, which exprefled fuch good in- 
tentions, had already made a favourable impreffion 
upon th? fenate, and that his fubfequent fuccefs 
determined their fuffrages, 
HiimiUud Emilian kept his word, at leaft in part. He 
^t!a? conducted himfelf in Rome with great modefty and 
mildnefs, and his behaviour was fo extremely popu- 
. .. ]ar, as to be ipiftaken by the foldiery for meannefs 
of fpirit, and forgetfulnefs c£ his rank. Fear may 
perhaps have had feme (hare in his great (hew of 
moderation : for he had not one moment of peace. 
He was no fooner delivered from Gallus, than he 
(aw another more formidable rival rife up againft 
him in the perfon of Valerian. 
v.ieri»nit' This fenator had long held an iUuftrious rank in 
pi„t!ain«ii Rome, and enjoyed a very great reputation. GaHus 
S^'^raopi'^ had ordered him, as I ob(erve(i be(t>rc, to bring birn 
*hich hs tfie troops from Gaul and Germany to defend him 
^"he^fn- ^ainft Emihan. Valerian performed his com- 
ftanceof Hiiffion faithfuUy I buB. before he couid rejoin, his 
*"' maftec, this iafl was kitted. It was in Rhxtia 
that he learnt the news of Gallus's death : and the 
army which he was then condu<5Hng, feeing a leader 
of great Deputation at their head, and difdaining 
the obfcurity of Eroilian's birth, fcized the occa(ion 
which offered of making an emperor, and proclaimed 
Valerian Auguftus. ■ It is not laid, whether Valerian 
himfelf had any (hare in this determination of the 
foldiery or whether be made aiiy(hew of oppofmg 
it. He was judicious enough not to be very 
defirous of the empire, and frank enough to comply 
with the defires of thofe that chofe him, with a good 
grace, and without any hypocritical reluCbance. 
He therefore put himfelf at their head, and marched, 
towards Rome. But he had' no occafion to (ight. 
.Zniiiinii ■ Emilian experienced the fame fate as Gallus. 
lulled ly His foldicrs had a greater efleem for the enemy's 

General, 
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General, than for their own cmperoF : aad at' jhe hw am 
fame time, tliey were fenfible of^the inequality of'"''''*"- 
their' forces. They therefore refolved to rid them- 
felves of Emilian ; and accordingly they killed him - 
at Spoleto, whither he had advanced to meet hifi ad- 
verlary. Valerian, conqueror without having draws. 
his fword, or perhaps even feen the camp of his 
antagonifl;, was unanimouOy acknowledged uirough- 
out the whole empire. 



PRINCIPAL EVENTS of the Reig« 
OF 

VALERIAN. 



C. VoiusiANus Augustus II. A.n.too*. 
Maximus. *'^- ^'J* 

Valerian, proclaimed .emperor by the foldiers, 
is acknowledged by the fenate, who confer the title 
of Csefar upon his fon Gallieouj. Valeriaji gines him, 
that of Auguftua. 

P. LiCINIUS-VaLERIANUS,!!.^ a A.R.tooj. 

P. LlCINIUSGALLIENUi i A-Css-S 

The empire attacked on all fides by the. Baj- 
barians. 

Valerian feods his fon Galliemis.into Gaul, giving 
him Fofthumus ibr his moderator and afliftant ; and 
h.e himfelf undertakes to defend the countries on 
the eaft of Italy. 

Some place under this year Aurelian's exploit 
againft the Franks, which we have fpoken of in the 
reign of Gordian III. 

P. LiCINIUS . 
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A.R. loe6. P, LiCINIUS VaLERIANUS III. > . 

*•*=■ •»■ P. LiCINIUS GaLLIENUS II. |AUGG. 

We find under this year a Cfefar named Vale- 
rian, wlio feems to have been the iccond fon of 
the emperor. 

A.R. »<»7- ..... Maximus. 

A.C. 156. r- 

' QjLABRIO. 



A vI6tory over the Germans, for which Gallienus 
took the title of Germanicus Maximus. This viftory 
may have been gained by the help of Aurelian, 
•who was afterwards emperor. 

Gallienus treats with one of the German princes, 
who engages to hinder his countrymen from pafling 
the Rhine. 

If there be any truth in what Zonaras fays of 
Gallicnus's gaining a vitftory near Milan, with ten 
thoufwid men, over three hundred thoufand Ger- 
mans J we may place that event either under this 
year, or, perhaps more probably, under the firft 
year in which Gallienus enjoyed the fovereign power 
alone. 



P. LiClNJUS VAtERIANUS IV. J 

P. LiciNius Gallienus III. J 



Auoc. 



Valerian, who at firft favoured the Chriftians, 
begins this year to perfecute them, being perfuaded 
thereto by Macrian. This perfecution, which is j 
the eighth, continued 'till the end of Valeriari's ' 
reign. 

By his orders, he condufts the war againft the J 
Goths, who ravaged Illyricum and Thrace. Clau- I 
dius and Aurehan, who were afterwards emperors, 
fignalize themfelves in this war. Probus, then very I 
young, acquires great glory in it, though only 
in an inferior command. 

Memmius 
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Memmius Fuscus. , Ac'ni 
Bassus. ' ^ 

Valerian at Byzantium. 

Aurclian, adopted- by Ulpius Crinitus, was 
conful with him during part of this year. Their 
confulate began on the twenty-fecond of May. 

The Perfians, fpllicited by Cyriades, a fugitive, 
enter Mefopotamia, take Nifibis and Carrhje, pene- 
trate into Syria, and makes themfelves m^ers o^ 
Amioch, which they plunder and fack. 

Cyriades takes the titles of Casfar and Auguftus. 

Incurfions of the Scythian Borans, who feize 
uponTrebizond. 

The martyrdom of pope St Sixtus, of St Laurence, 
'and of St Cyprian. 



^millianus, 
, Bassus. 



Cyriades perifhes, after having reigned a year in 
Syria. 

Valerian at Antioch. He reftores that city. 

Bithynia ravaged by Scythians. Valerian fcts out 
in order to chaftize them : but they had already 
retired when he arrived in Cappadocia. He returns 
to Antioch. 

Gallienus's eldcft fon. Valerian, is made Ca^. 



. Secularis. 

, DONATUS. 



Valerian is defeated by Sapor, in Mefopotamia^ 
and afterwards made prifoner at an inter«ew with 
his conqueror. 

. His captivity was long, and loaded with the moft 
ignominious treatment 

Usurper under the reign of VALERIAN. 
Cyriades in Syria. 

Vol. IX. D VALERIAN, 
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VALERIAN. 

SECT. V. 

ValeTiMi umverfally ejieemed before be was emperoTy 
foon finds bimfelf unequal to that dignity. He had 
probity, but wanted talents. Melancbofy ftate of the 
empire when ValertoH -began bis reign. He makes 
hisfoH GalUenus Auguftus. Hisfamiiy. He fends 
GalHenus into Gaul ag^nfi the Germans^ giving bits 
Pofihumus for his counfellor and direSor. GaUienus 
acquires honour in that command. Valerian is fuc' 
cefsful, by his generals, -againft the Barbarians loba 
ravaged Illyricum. ^Jia- Minor ravaged at differed 
times by the incurftons of the Scythian nations. 
Val&iarCs negligence -and inaSiivity. The plague 
continues to defolate the empire. The Perjian loar, 
Cyriades a traitor and an ufurper. Antiocb taken 
by the Perjians. Cyriades perijhes. Valerian goet 
to Antiocb, and repairs that city. He is defeated 
by Sapor, ■and made prifoner at an intermew. 
Sapor's bafe treatment of him. Valerian^ though 
Matufolly of a good difpofition, perfecutes the Cbri- 
ftians. View of that perfecution, which is reckoned 
the eighth. The beginning of Chrijlianity among the 
Goths and other Barbarians. 

rEVER did any frince afcend the throne 
=„«,..™u=. — J with a better reputayon than Valerian, nor 
fore he wu with more fincerc and more iiniverfal congratu- 
^STnd. iations from all orders of the ftate. Born of an 
himftif un- illuftrious. family, tried in all civil and military 
flinty""""' emplc^ments, the weight of which he had fupported 
TrM. vgi. with dignity i he had arrived at the higheft degree 
'■*'• " • of 
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of confidcralion and fame that a private peifon ^A ^ 
could poffibly afpirc to. Though honoured with ^"' '^^ 
the confular dignity, poficflcd of the firft' ignk 
among all the fenaiors, and appointed the deputy of 
Gordians to the fenate, when they were elected 
emperors in Africa; all. this did him ftill leis 
honour, than the manner in which he was chofen 
Ccnfor. 

Since the eftaWiflimcnt of the Imperial power, the 
authority of the Cenforftiip had almoft always been 
united to the fuprcme authority. Paulus and 
Plancus were the two laft private perfons who bore 
that office together, about twenty-two years before 
the common Chriftian sera j Auguftus being then in 
peaceable poffeffion of the empire. Claudius made 
Viteilius his aflbciate in the funftions of ccnfor : but 
fince that time, the emperors had always referved 
to themfelves the exercue ctf that office, though 
they did not ufually take the title rf it, DcciuSj jma 
purely out of zeal for the reformation of manners, 
thought it would be moft proper to commit that 
important truft to fome private perfon, who, not 
having any other object in view, might apply him- 
felf wholly to it j and accordingly, without fearing 
CO difconneft it from the imperii power, he wrote 
to the fenate, whilft he was in Illyricum, eng^ed 
in a war againft the Goths, ordering them to 
appoint a cenfor. 

As foon as the praetor, who prefided in the 
aflembly during the abfence of the two Decii, both 
emperors and confuls, had read the orders which he 
had received, there was no need of any deliberation. 
Every one, unanimous in favour of Valerian, in- 
ftantly cried out, " Valerian's life is a perpetual 
** cenforftiip. To him, who is better than all 
** others, it belongs to judge all others. Valerian, 
** from his infancy, has been a refpeftable cenfor, 
** by the integrity of his conduft ; a wife fenator, 
** caodt&y and fedate i a friend to the good, and 
D 2 I" an 
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" an eoemy to <^preflbrs; making war againfl 
. *' vice. We will have him for our cenfor ; him 
" wc propofe to imitate. More illuftrious by tus 
** merit, than by the noblenefs of his blood i hii 
" condud (hews jnnocency of manners, and a fub- 
** limity of fentiments. He is a matchlels example, 
** and venerable .antiquity is revived in him." 
Thefe acclamations, often reiterated, at length con 
eluded with the declaration of the general confent 
•' Wc arc all of this opinion," cried they j and tbis 
was the form of the decree of the fenate. 

Valerian was then with the army. Decius no fooner 
received the decree of the fenate, than he fent ia 
him i aod in the prefence of the chief officers of his 
court, which he had aflembled, he notified to him 
his ele£Hon, giving him at the fame time ao 
account of the extent of the authority of his office. 
'* Valerian, faid he, you have reafon to think you:' 
'* felf happy, in being honoured, at you arc, bj 
*' the funrages of the fenate ■, or rather in poflefliflg] 
*• all their efteem, all their affection, and all their 
•' hearts. Receive the authority of Cenfor, which! 
" you alone are capable of exercifing worthily, anJ 
•' which the Roman republic confers upon yoi/ 
*' over all it's members, to judge their conduft. 
«* You are to decide who are worthy to keep or to I 
*' acquire the rank of fenators ; you are to reftorel 
«* the Equeftrian order to it's antient fplendori 
*' you are to take cognizance of the public re-, 
*' venues^ and "you are to grant the leafes of them. 
•' The troops are to be fubje<5t to your infpeftion; 
*' you are to judge, eyen. the judges themfelves, the 
•* officers of our palace, and thofe who hold the 
*' greateft places in the ftate. In a word, except the 
" prcfed of the city, the confuls in office, thi 
" king of the lacrifices, and the chief veftal, pro- 
** vided ftie fiiithfully preferves her honour ; all 
*' ranks, and every private perfon, are to be fubjefl 
*• to your controuli and even thofc who are exempt 
*' from 
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« from it, are neverthekfs not to fail to make it 
" their duty to pleafe you." 

Valerian, far from being dazzled with the fplendor 
of fo high a poft, confeired upon him in ib flattering 
a manner, felt only it's weight, and be^ed to be 
excufed from accepting it. *' Great and venerable 
*' emperor, laid he, do not force me to undertake 
»* that which fuits only wirh your auguft dignity. 
*' The cenforftiip is an imperial function, which 
*• a private perfon cannot execute. As to myfclf 
*' in particular, I am thoroughly fcniible how much 
** I am unequal to lb high an office. I even know 
*' not but that the fituation of affairs may render 
'* k imprafticable for me ; and in the flate in which 
*' 1 fee mankind at prefent, I fcarcdy believe them 
■" «' capable of reformation." 

Here our author ftops, without informing us * 
whether Valerian's excufcs were received, or whether 
Becius conftrained him to take the cenforlhip. 
U is evident, however, from the tranfadions which 
foUowed, tbax even if Valerian was ccnfor, he can- 
not have exercifed that authority long : for Decius 
periflied foon after ■, and a ftrift cenforlhip would 
iave been very ill timed under Gallus, who aban- 
i doned himfelf to eSeminacy and indolence. 
■ Such was Valerian, when he was raifed to the 
enipire. The fenate and the people of the jwovinces 
joyfully approved of the choice of the foldieryj 
and if every individual had been indulged with die 
liberty of naming an emperor. Valerian would 
have been fure ot all their fuffrages. This merit, 
fo univcrfally efteemed, was, however, not fouu4 
«qual to the imperial dignity. Valerian, though 
D 3 he 

• Ftthritn itflilti fonnerly htlliai U «e( /o tn^a a turilrr 

ttnfor >« libt ttginning tf ' thai lot tugil la tait- bii tx- 

/ragtninl that rmaini ef bii frt^tm mtr littraliy. falf 

U/t by Tribtllius : tut it ii ■■- rian'i ha-ving bun lUaedtii the 

ttrtain lubetbir the firft iiiorJi eti/arjbip migbl fitm tn him a 

»f thi fragment art that aa- fn^citnt faiiaiatita J9T t»Hini 

thtr'i ruia ; and, btjidu, *trt- him cinftr. 
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he had dtftinguilhed hiipfelf ia inferior einpl6y* 
mencs, was not able to fupport the fovereign au- 
thority : fo that we may juftly apply to him 
what Tacitus fays of GalbaS that while he was 
a private perfon, he appeared fuperior to a private 
ftation } and if he haii never been emperor, he 
would have been uoanimoufly judged worthy of tbd 
empire. 
Hi bui pto- If probity were fufficient for the government of a 
bity, bat N yjijj monarchy, Valerian would doubtlefs have been 
irau. a great prince. He had an uDCommon limplicity 
T'&'»''' of manners, was upright, and of an open difpofi- 
tion. He loved juftice, was careful not to opprefs 
the people, and not only liftened readily to good 
counfels, but hon^wred thofe who gave them. He 
even poflelfed a qualification of great importance in 
a fovereign priace } he Loved to |wefer merit : and it 
is remariced, that a great many military officers 
whom he employed in hi^ commands, either 
became emperors, or, having ufurped the fove- 
reign power, a&ed in fuch a manner, that the only 
thing they could be blamed for, was the illegai 
means by which they had alTunied that dignity. 

The qu^ities we have mentioned are truly worthy 

of great praife : but the art of governing requires 

alfo talents which Valerian had not ■, a ^periority 

pfvipws, firmneis of courage, activity rf-cxecution, 

a knowledge of the depths of the human heart, 

and a wife diftruft of the fnares of the crafty. 

Valerianhadaveryconfinedunderftandjng, was weak, 

flow, ancl credulous ; and in confequence of thelc 

defcfts, his reign was one continued feries of mip 

fortunes, and ended at I3II in a molt ignofninious 

facaitrophe. 

M'UnHioiT It is true, the empire was in a moft deplorable 

''"'y'^fituation wlten Valerian took the reins of govern-- 

i^7« gient. The inteftine divifiorjs of the Rpmans ; the 

t"i"> ^ continual 

• M»jor prirato rifijs, dum privatus fiiit, & omniain confenl^ 
ppuc ipip^ji, ni& impeialTec. fac. Hi^. I. 4.^ 
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conunual dethrcHiiog of emperors, who fell alim^ 
as foon as they were made 1 the frontiers left ex- 
pofed by the neccffiiy which the armies Trere under, 
of caufing the princes, whom they had chofen, to 
be acknowledged in Rome ; the care which thole 
princes themfelvcs. were obliged to take, in order 
to eftablith their infant authority, and, ifpoffible, 
prevent revolts : fo many united caufes weakened 
the ftate exceedingly, and expofed it to the prey of 
the Barbarians. I'he Germans became extremely 
formidable on the Rhine ; the Goths, the Burgun- 
dians, the Carpians,* were dreaded on the Danube i 
other Scythian nations over run and ravaged Afia ^ 
and the Periians attacked the provinces of the Eaft. 
The imraenfe extent of the empir? feemcd only 
to furnifli an opportunity for frefti wars and new 
enemies. A few years afterwards, Claudius 11. 
Aurelian, Frobus, triumphed over equal, and 
even greater obftacles and dangers : but the fupe- 
riority of their genius furnilhed them with refources, 
which the weak Valerian knew not either how to 
find or how to ule. 

At the lame time that Valerian was acknowledged r, ntiu* 
by the fenate, his fon Gallienus, who was then at ^'* '•" ^»'- 
Rome,,was declared Caefar, Valerian now made him (l,*Jf^I| "' 
Auguftus, and thereby raifed to an equality with him- ^^- * 
felf a youth of about eighteen or twenty years of ' "'"'' 
age, who, with a good underftanding, had the word 
and bafeft heart that ever was known in HiEtory. 
As Valerian's family was very numerous, it may 
not be improper to give fome account of it here, 
in order to throw a light upon what we fliall here- 
after have occafion to fay. 

Valerian, whom infcrlptions call P. Licinius h;i ftmiir. 
Valerianus, was twice married. By his firft mar- "'"''"'• 
riage he had P. Licinius Gallienus, this lalt name 
being borrowed from his grand-father by the 
mother's fide, who was an illuftrious man in the 
republic. Valerian's fecond wife was Mariniana, 
D 4 who 
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who is only known by the medals which declare 

her apotheofis. By her he had two fons, both of 

whom were Augujii, Valerian the younger, and 

Egnatius *, Thefe princes had children, who are 

not known in Hiftory. Gallienus married Salonina, 

and had by her at leaft two fons, both of whom 

bore, together with other names, that of Salo- 

ninus, and were honoured wi:h the title of 

Cidar. Wc call the one Valerian, and the other 

Saloninus. 

■ He fcBdi The emperor Valerian, feeing himfelf upon a 

Swctu'i, throne attacked on every fide, took meafures for 

»gainft the oppofing all his enemies. He fent his Ion Gallienus 

^^'him into Gaul to oppofe the Germans, whilft he himfelf 

^h'"^' undertook to repel the ScytWans, who defolated 

ftuit!' ' Illyricum and Afia. 

Zij. & Gallienus was but young for the commiffion his 

""'■ father entrufted him with. However, though hf 
was not deficient in military courage, as he was in 
fentiments of honour and virtue. Valerian gave 
him only the name and honours of General, and 
joined to him, as his counfellor and condu£torJ 
Pofthumus, who was well fltiiled in the art of\ 
War, and wlio afterwards aflumed the title c/" 
v<^.Aini. Auguftus, and reigned with glory in Gaul. He 
had thoughts of giving this commiffion to Aurelian, 
who was afterwards emperor : but he feared the 
confequences of his too great fevcricy, " My fon," 
faid he, in a letter to a friend, who was furprizcd 
at the preference given to Pofthumus, •' is yet very 
" young, and but a child. * There is a great dfcal 
*' of levity in his manner of -thinking and ading. 
-*' I was apprehcnfive, I confefs, left Aurelian, 
" whofe 



• //ffAW M. dt Tiiltmtnt im thai I haiit thought it mtjl 

what I fay of Valiriani family, aivifabh to alidi iy thi nfimes 

theugb lam net ignerant that tf fe Uarntd and exaS a lari- 

hit aiiauut has it's diffiettlliti. ter, iiiitlisiit beiveve' tngaging 

7he affair iifa much pirflixtJ, fir it's cirlainty, 
»nd tf fa littlt imfBTtann, 
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*' whofe fevcrity is well known, Ihould carry his 
** rigour too far in regard to him." Gallienus, ajiiowi 
direifted by Pofthumus, was fucccfsful againft thej^'jj^^j^ 
Germans. Thefe Germans, as tl^y are here called, ih^c mat- 
were probably J-'ranks *, who, about this time, ^'^ y^ 
when they were firft known to exift, are often 3. ff'4. 
fpoken of under a name then more common. Some 
learned men refer to the time we are now fpeaking of, 
the advantage which Aurelian gained over them when ' 
he wasonly a tribune. But that event, in our opinion, 
belongs more properly to the reign of Gordian \\\. 
under which we have- accordingly placed it. It is 
probable that Aurelian, whom Valerian himfeltv 
m one of his letters, calls The Reftorer of Gaul, 
Jiad arrived to a higher rank under this prince j 
that he commanded a detachment of the army under, 
Gailienus and PofthutnuS, and that he fignalized 
his command by fome vidory of greater note than 
his firft exploits. Some medals inform us of a 
viflory over the Germans, which procured Gai- 
lienus the title of X}err»anicus Maximus. 

Gailienus, to fecure the tranquility of Gaul, z«f. 
joined a negotiation to his arms ; and after humbhng 
the pride of the Gerrnans, in fcveral engagements, 
he made an alliance with one of their princes, who 
not only agreed never more to pafs the Hhine him- 
felf, but 5fo engaged to hinder his counirymi.n 
from palling it. 

This is all the account we are able to give of 
what Gailienus did in Gaul during the reign of his 
father ; or rather, of what Aurelian and Pollhumus 
did under his name. Zonaras. fays, that Gallienuj zm 
dillinguilhed himfelf likcwife by a very fignal 
exploit in Italy. With ten thoufand men, ac- 
cording to that writer, he defeated three 
hundred thouiand Germans, near Milan. . 7'he 
thing 

• Zanarat /aji pfiii-vilj, that GaUttnut mait war uptn lb* 
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thing is hardly credible ; and even the little like- 

lihooid of truth that may feem to be in it, ought to 

be referred to a later period. 

5^1" !• The war was earned on with equal vigour in 

hiiCcDenjr, Illyricum. The nations bordering upon the Danube 

^ainft the had over-ruR alt that raft country, and ravaged 

w'b.Ji'.'"^it with great cruelty. Valerian, who had pro- 

y^'"^', ceedcd to Byzantium, in order to be nearer the 

TrA^a."' enemy, employed againft them feveral Generals, 

^™'' the moft illuftrious of whom were Claudius and 

Aurelian, both afterwards emperors. Aurelian in 

particular gained a great viftory over the Goths j 

as a reward for which he was honoured with the 

confulfhip. 

Probus, who likewifc rofe afterwards to the im- 
perial dignity, was then too young to be able to com- 
mand in chief: but he already diftinguilhed himfelf by- 
ail the excellent qualities of a noble foul, and by his 
military valour. Valerian had nude him tribune 
beiore the ufual age, and he had no reafon to 
repent of that action. In a baccle againft the 
Sarmatians and the Quadi, Probus performed 
prodigies of valour, and merited a civic crown, by 
delivering out of the hands of the Barbarians Vale- 
. rius Flaccus, a young man of high birth, and 
related to the emperor. 
A(i»-Minor lUyricum being thus fecured againft the incur- 
"ifli"nt "' lions of the Goths, by the exploits of thefe 
limei, bj great men ; the emperor next attended to the 
^."S'che fecuricy of Afia-Minor, which was become a prey 
St-iMaa to fwarms of other Barbarians, nations of Scythia, 
among whom are mentioned in particular the 
Borans. Their ravages firft began on the fide of 
Phafis and Colchis, whither they arrived by Tea. 
They had no veflcis of their own, but they borrowed 
Z'S- them from the inhabitants of Bofphorus. Zofimus 

obferves, that whilft the fmall ftate of Bofphorus 
had it's own hereditary kings, thofe princes, who 
were friends and allies of the Romans, and traded 

with 
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with them, and received prefcnts from' them, 
hindered the Scythians from invading the territories 
of the empire: but that the fceptre having fallen 
into unworthy hands, by the exiinftion of the roy&l 
family -, the new fovereigns, being but ill efWiliihcd, 
and wanting courage, ^ere afraid of the menaces 
of the Scythians, and not content with allowing 
them a paflage, furnilhed them alfo with Ihips. 
The Borans, tor it is of that Scythian nation we are 
now fpeaking, no . fooner landed in Cotchis, than 
they fent back their fliips, and immediately over^ 
running all the low counfry, pillaged and ravaged 
tc in a barbarous manner. They afterwards dared 
even to attack Pityanta*, a forti6ed city, which 
defended the frontiers of the empire on that fide. 
Succefflanus, commander of the place, and a brave ' 

officer, being fcconded by good troops which he 
had under him, received the enemy fo warmly 
that he qiuckly took from them all hopes of fuc- 
cceding in their enterprize. He defeated and pur-' 
fued them, and the Borans, having loft great num- 
bers (rf their men, thought tbemfeives very happy 
in efcaping to their own country on board fome 
veflels which they found on the coaft, and took 
pofleflion of by force. 

The inhabitants of Pityanta, and alt the neigh- 
bouring country, thought themfclves wholly de- 
livered : but the Barbarians they had to deal with, 
being always reftlefs and always rapacious ; having 
nothing to attach them to their own country ; accu- 
ftomed to wander without a Bxed habitation, carrying 
with them ail that they poffcffcd -, and ftimulated by 
the hopes of booty j were not to be difcouraged 
by difafters. When beaten, they again returned to 
the charge; and by following this practice with 
unwearied 

* Ztpnai flainfy tUfu thi fthlfixthtflhatrivir. Either 

fily «/ Pilyanta it tbej»ulh *f Zajimut ii wre»/. wiid ii ntt 

fki Pb^Jii, at vii/i affiarfmrn •virj utilikily, »r-iei mafi iifiin- 

nnhat ii /aid btltw. Slrabf fuijh tvit tititi tf FityanlA. «i 

jiffii pf i* fitjftni^ tht Grtai, QtlluTiui ifit Jem U hi) mef. 
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wnwearied pcrfeverance, they at laft cficflsd the 
ruin of the Roman empire. 

The Borans were hardly got back to their own 
country, when they prepared for a new invafion. 
They again obtained veffels from the people of 
Bofphorous,. and upon their arrival at Phafis 
they kept them, in order to fecure their retreat in 
cafe of need. They began with attacking a temple 
of Diana, which was in thofe parts, and the 
royal city of ^eta, the father of Medea, fo famous 
in table. Though repulfed with lofs, they were not 
difcouraged, but proceeded on, and prefented them- 
felves before Fityanta. Unfortunately, Succcflia- 
nus was no longer in chat city. Valerian, who was 
drawn to Antioch by the neceflity of oppofing the 
Perfians, had fent for that officer thither, appointed 
him prsEtorian pr^eil, arid propofed to make ufe 
of his advice in conducing the war in the Eaft. 
Pityanta was badly defended : the Borans took it by 
ftorm, plundered it, and making themfelves mafters 
of the veflels which they found in the harbour, they 
added them to their fleet, put to fea, and proceeding 
forwards, arrived before Trebizond, a very ftrong 
city furrounded with a double wall, and defended 
^ by a garrifon of upwards of ten thoufand men. 

Barbarians, who had not the leaft knowledge 
of the difficult art of bcfieging towns, could never 
have taken this city by force. They would not 
have flattered themfelves with fuch a thought, lays 
the biftorian, even in their dreams. The negli- 
gence of the garrifon procured them a fuccefs, 
which otherwifc, was as far above their hopes as it 
•furpaffed their abilities. The Roman officers and 
foldiers, trufting to their fuperiority, and defpifing 
the ignorance of .the enemy, did not keep themfelves 
on their guard, took no precaution, and thought 
only of making merry and diverting themfelves. 
The Borans, being informed of their fecurjty, fcaled 
the walls during the night, and at once made 
themfelves 
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themfelves maftfrs of Trcbizond. The garriibn, 
as cowardly as it was badly difciplined, went out at 
the gate next the land, and left the inhabitants to 
the difcretion of the conquerors, who found an 
immenfe booty : the city was rich of itfclf, and the 
people from all the country round had carried thither, 
as to a fecure fbrtrefs, all their moft valuable effefts. 
The Borans reaped the advantage of this ; and after '^*"- 
having plundered and lacked the city, they even made 
incurfions into the inland country, as appears by the 
canonical epiftle of St Gregory Thaumaturgus, then 
bilhop of Neocsefarea. After thus feizing the riches 
of Pontus, with which they loaded their ftiips^ 
they returned in triun^h to their own country. 

This fuccefs was a ftrong temptation to the other 
Scythian nations bordering upon the Borans. Re- 
folving to iinitate the lucrative example of their 
neighbours, they raifed a land army, and formed 
a fleet. In the building of their veflels, the art of 
which they were entirely ignorant of, they employed 
Romans who were among them, either as pri£bncrs» 
or led thither by trade *. 

As to the diredlon of their route, the cailern fide 
of Pontus having been ranfacked by the Borans, and 
confequently not promiling any confiderable booty 
to thofe who Ibould come after them ; the Scythians 
of whom we are now fpeaking turned towards the 
weft. They fct out in the beginning of the winter 
from the neighbourhood of the Tanais. The land 
army and, the fleet, proceeding in concert, kept 
along the weftern.coaft of the Euxine fea. It is 
prdl^ble that the land forces pafled the Danube on 
the ice, and that it was for this reafon that winter 
had been chofen for the time of their departure. 

• Til text af Z»Jmu$, fiub ghii iht finfa that Ihavi feU 

ei vji* havt it, fignifiii an at- ivuitd as much tht bifi. Jin/ftad 

ctmnt »f inAitnee : but by a »f x.d.'i' atrtfia.*, 1 ibinli tti» 

vtry fmAll alttrattni, it vaiil fiiiuli nod K»r' iiATefia.*. 

Arriviqg 
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Arriving near Byzantium, they pafled by that 
city, which perhaps appeared to them too ftpong or 
too well guarded : but they croiled the ftrcighta, 
pardy in their own vdlels, and partly in buks 
which they had picked up along the coaft, puti- 
cutarly in a great marfh not far from Byzantium ; 
and upon their landing in Afia, they furfdzcd 
Chalcedon. This city had a garrifon more nucnerous 
than the troops that attacked tt. But the Barba- 
rians had fpread fuch a terror, that the Roman 
foldiers fled (hamefuUy even before they had fccn 
the enemy. The Scythians entered Chalcedon with- 
out the leaft rcfiftance : and the facility of the con- 
queft, joined to tiie booty which they took, fmimated 
their courage and increafed their greedinefs. 

They accordingly advanced towuds Nicomedia, 
whither they were invited by a traitor, whom Zofi- 
mus calls Chryr(^onus. This city was as caBly 
taken as Chalcedon -, and the plunder of ic would 
have been much more confiderabte, if the greateft 
part of the inhabitants had not fled, before the 
arrival of the Barbarians, and carried off with them all 
their moft valuable effefts. The Scythians, how- 
ever, found in it what might have fufficiently fatif- 
fied their avarice : but continuing their ravages, 
they plundered alio the cities of Nice, Cius, and 
Prufa. They wanted (till to advance as far as Cyzi- 
cus : but the river Rhyndacus, fuddenly overflow- 
ing, through heavy riuns which had fallen, {topped 
their courfe : they went back the way they came, 
burnt Nicomedia and Nice, which tlwy had before 
contented themfelves with plundering, uid having 
reached the fea, they rcimbarkcd, and cam«d all 
their booty into their own country. 

The ravaging of fuch a province as Bythinta, 
, and of fo many conGderablc cities, without any Ro- 
man troops making the leaft; oppofltion to th« Bar- 
barians, either during their incurfions or in their re- 
treat, is far from doing honour to the government of 
Valerian, 
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Valerian, and proves coo clearly the n^ligence and 
Quggilh flownefs of which Hiftorians accufe him. 
Antioch was all tlus while his place of refidence. 
He, indeed, ient Fcelix to guard Byzantium ; and 
at length took the field himfelf, and advanced as 
far as Cappadpcia, from whence, being probably 
informed there of the retreat of the Scythians, he 
returned back, without having done any one tMng, 
except a great deal of damage to the people over 
whofe lands he paffed. 

To the iqcurfions of the Barbarians, who ravaged tie ^»b« 
the fineft provinces of the empire, was added ano- ^^H^'u.r 
ther dreadful fcourge, the plague, which had al- *^t^ 
ready, for feveral years, defolaced the cities, the 
country, and the armies ; and to complete the di- 
faftcrs of the Romans, Valerian went in fearch of a 
fatal and fhamefui end in the war againft the 
Perfians. 

Since the victories gained by Gordian III. over na PtOtm 
the Perfians, and the peace concluded with them^"^2«. 
by Philip, there had not been any open war be-- 
cween the two empires. Not that the peace was 
very religioufly oblerved by Sapor. Mention is 
made of feme a£ts c£ hofttlity committed by that 
prince againll: the Romans in the time of Gallus. 
Zonaras fpcaks of one Tiridatcs, king of Armenia, 
then dethroned by the Perfians, and by his own 
fons who had joined the enemy. But it was under 
the reign of Valerian, and by the alMance of the 
tEaitor Cyriades, that Sapor threw afide the mafic, 
and renewed the war with more violence than 
ever. 

Cyriades, fon of a father .of the fame name, whoCyriidw, a 
feems to have been a great lord in Syria, having "a'<Z<^ 
incurred his parent's dilpleafure by his bad conduit 
and mad extravagances, afterwards robbed him, 
carried off a great quantity of gold and filver, 
and fled into the Perfian territories. He went 
to the court of Sapor, and exhorted him to attack 

the 
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the Romans ; reprefenting to him, without doubt, 
how favourabk the opportunity was to make good 
his ancient pretenfions againft an empire, actually 
governed by a weak prince, and invaded on alt fides 
by the Barbarians. He had alfo his own views and 
incereils in this fcbeme, as will appear by what 
follows. Sapor's ambition inclined him to Hften 
eagerly to fuch a propofal. He took the field: 
perhaps alfo encouraged by the intelligence which 
Cyriades kept up in the countries fubjeft to the 
Romans. He entered Mefopotamia, where he took 
Nifibis and Carrh«i and penetrated into Syria, 
where he furprizcd Antioch. 
Artoch The inhabitants of that great city were far from 

•*^ J? 0. *'^'"^'"g of ^"y f'J'^h misfortune. Abandoning 
Trdii. rr. ' chemfelves to their tafte for pleafures and Ihews, 
^'m^'{' ^^^ "^"^ aftually at the theatre, amufing them- 
/.«3. "'feives with feeing a pantomime and his wife, who 
were afting a farce to divert them ; when, on a 
fudden, the woman turning about, cried out, 
*' Either I dream, ,or I fee the Perfians." She faw 
them in fed : for they had by that time taken 
poffeflion of the city, the inhabitants of which had 
never once conceived the leaft idea of providing for 
iheir defence. They facked it, and plundered the 
adjacent country. 
2^. After this conqutft, the Perfians might cafily 

have advanced into Alia Minor, and have fubdued 
it : but their army was loaded with an immenfe 
booty, of which they thought it moft advifeable to I 
fecure the polfelTion, by carrying it into their own 
country. 
Tnhi. Cyriades, having compleated his crimes by pari- I 

cidc, a traitor to his country, and the murderer of 1 
his father, refolvcd at laft to reap the fruit of his ! 
>vickednefs. Remaning in Syria, he decorated I 
himfelf with the title of Ctefar, and afterwards with 
that of Auguftus, But this fplendor, purchafcd by 
fo many execrable deeds, was but of ftiort duration. 

After 
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After enjoying it a little more than a year, he was Crii.d« 
killed by his followers. If one may be allowed to^"*"" 
fuppofe, that his name ought-to be fubftituted in the 
text of Ammianus Marcellinus inftead of that of 
Mareades, which is not unlike, and which may 
perhaps be a corruption of it j in that cafe, it was 
the Perfians themfelves who did juftice on that 
wretch, after they had ferved themfelves by his 
villany. . Marcellinus alTures us that Mareades, a - - 
citizen of Antioch, who had admitted them into that 
city, was burnt alive by them. 

Cyriades was dead when Valerian, led into the Vjiman 
Eaft by the war againft the Perfians, arrived at An- ti^i,l\ti' 
tioch. His firft care was to repair that city, which itpii" •!«« 
the enemy had in a great meafure ruined •, and it is '"''■ 
probably in confequence of that benefit, that the title 
of Reftorer of the Eaft, which fo little fuited with 
his misfortunes, is given him on fome medals. 

Valerian paflTed a confiderable time in the Eaft ; 
but we cannot fay what he did there before his 
laft difafter. All that we know of it, is re- 
duced to the repairing of Antioch, of which we 
have juft fpoken, and to the flow motion which he 
made to go and drive the Scythians from Bithynia, 
which they had quitted before he arrived in 
Cappadocia. 

At length, obliged to go to the alTiftance ofHtiide. 
Edefla, which Sapor befieged, and encouraged by ^"^"'^ ^^^ ' 
the vigorous refiftance made by the garrifon of the m1S7prifi>- 
place. Valerian paffed the Euphrates and entered "^'^'^"^; 
Mcfopotamia. He ventured an engagement, the (*«« ibem. 
ilTue of which was fatal to him. The blame of this f'^/jii;. 
is thrown upon the treachery of a General, in whom 3. E^n,f. 
the emperor had an entire confidence, which the other '^'^■""^''' 
abufed, by pcrfuading him to engage in a place where 
neither the valour nor good difcipline of the 
Roman tropps could be of any fervice to them. 
This General is, doubtlefs, Macrian, of whopi 
we fliall have occafion to fpeak fully. Valerian, 

Vot. IX. E whole 
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whofe natural timidity was increafed by tus defeat* 
fued for peace to Sapor, who was himfelf on the ! 
point of purchafing it whh large fums of money. 
Sapor, who meditatc<f a piece of treachery, fent 
back the Roman ambafladors, telling them, that 
he defired to treat with their emperor in perfon. 
Valerian was fo imprudent as to expofe himfelf to 
an interview without being fufficiendy guarded : 
and the Perfians, taking advantage (rf" his weak 
credulity, fuddenly furrouiided him and made him 
prifoner. Such is the moft probable and belt fup- 
ported account that we find of this melancholy 
and ihameful tranfadion, of which, after M. TUle- 
mont, we fix the date to the year 260. 

Every one knows the bafe and Ihocking treatment 
which this unhappy prince met with during his long 
captivity. He was loaded with greater indignities 
than were offered even to the meaneft flaves. 
SapM't We fjJ5 haughty conqueror carried him about every 
uuimtnto ^j^g|.g iij i^ig retinue, loaded with chains, and al 
Cnfiani. jhg fame time clad in the imperial purple, the Iplen* 
£'a*.T.*4. dor of which" embittered the thoughts of his mifery: 
lis ^'a ^"'^ when Sapor wanted to mount his horfe, the 
mir'firfic. unfortunate Valerian was pbliged to betid to the 
'■ i- ground, that his infolcnt mafter might ufe his neck 

as a foot-ftool. To (his fo cruel indignity the bar- 
barous king often added infulting fpeeches, obferv- 
irig with a contemptuous fmile, tiiat this was tti- 
umphing in reality, and not in refemblance only as 
the Romans did. But the moft cutting of all Vale- 
rian's misfortunes was the bafe and criminal indiffe- 
rence; of an ingrateful fon, who, feated upon the 
throne of the Gasfars, lefi: his father in this deplora- 
ble fituation, without making the leaft effort to 
refcue him from it. The only mark of regard that 
Gallicnus Ihewcd him, was his placing him. among 
the gods, upon a falfe report of his death. In this 
Tr*£ Gal. ((^^ j( J5 obferved, that it was againft his inclina- 
tion, and merely to fatisfy the defires of the people 

and 
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and Senate, that he p»d him even that refpe£t, pre- 
£aibeA by cuftom, artd as frivolous in iuelf^ as it 
was ridiculous and mifpkced for one in his condi- 

UCHl. 

The ignommy of the captive prince did not end 
with his life. He languilhecf in that (hocking 77iv«.^, 
flOTery at leaft thr«e years \ fome fay nine ; and at- ^• 
ter he was dead. Sapor ordered his body to be flead, 
his fkin to-be p^nti^ red, and to be fiufied fo as to 
preferve the human form, and in that condition to 
be fatmg up in a tetnple, as an eternal monument 
of the di^race of the Romafis : and when he re- 
ceived ambalBidors from Rome he (hewed them 
that extremely mortifying (ight, to teach them, 
fad be, to humble their pride. 

All Chriftian authors have looked upon Valerian's vaietba, 
catiJtrophe, as an efFeft of the divine vengeance ^^^ 
for the blood of the juft and the fdnts, which that ^ itifpofi. . 
emperor (hcd, though othei^ifc naturally inclined ^JJ^^ 
to good. I fay that he was naturally of a good dif- cbriHiuu, 
pofition i and of this we have a proof from his dif • 
^renc letters, which the writers of the Byzantine 
hiftory, have tranfmitted to us in the Uves of Ma- 
criiuiy Baliitus, Claudius II. Aurelian, and Pro- 
bus. We fee, through all of them, a prince, who 
honeftiy and candidly does jirftice to merit. He 
even fhews in them (bmetimes heroic fentiments, 
wwthy of the »itient times of Rome. I (hall in- 
ftancc only one circumftance, relative to Aurelian. 

He refolvcd to reward the Cervices of that gene-j'^..*^ 
ral, which were very great, with the honours of the 
cofifollhip. But that high po(t then requhed enor- " 
mous expences, cfpeciaUy for the games which it 
was neceflary to give to the people, and Aurelian 
was poor. This circumftance was, in Valerian's 
opinion, far from being an obftacle to the promotion 
of a fubjeft who merited elleem for his perfonal 
qualities. On the contrary, it rather a{^)eared to 
him a recommendation and an additional qu^fica- 
E 1 tion'v 
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tion *, and accordingly, writing to Aurelian to m^ 
tify to him his nomination, he told him, that the . 
treafury Ihould defray the expences, which the fcan- 
tinefs of his fortune was not able to fupport. ** For, 
•' added he (a), thofe who remwn poor, while they 
'* ferve the repubUc, are moft worthy of praifc j 
** and none deferve nwre than they to be alfifted 
" by the State." Valerian fent orders for that pur- 
pofe to the keeper of the public treafurc, and the 
letter began with thefe beautiful words. ** Aure- 
** lian, on account of his poverty, which renders 
** him truly great in our eyes, and greater than 
" others, is not able to fupport the expence of the 
<' confullhip, which we have conferred upon him : 
" therefore, &c. (b)." The emperor then regulates, 
at full length all that was to be fumilhed on chat 
occafion. 

Aurelian, who did not chufe to nufe a fortune by 
unlawful means, acquired one in an honourable way, 
being adopted at the lame time by Ulpius Crinitus, 
a rich man of conlular dignity, who had no children ■, 
and the goodnefs of Valerian was fo great, that he 
thanked Ulpius for this adoption, as if it had been . 
an ad:ion in which his own intereft was immediate- 
ly concerned. 
E-M- >M- ' The Chriftians, at firft, experienced the mildneis 
- fo. ' " and goodnefs of this prince. None of his predecef- 
fbrs, fays St Dionyfius of Alexandria, quoted by 
Eufebius, had. ihewn them fo much humanity and 
even affeftion. The imperial palace was filled with 
Chriftians, and it might almoft be looked upon as 
a, church of the true God. It was an external 
imprelfion 

(«] Lcvatida eft eoim pan- pirctivtd, vihieh it it»6le a*i 

percas eorum hominum qtii dia exetlUnt. 

T«ipub)ic3E viventei, paupetes [b) Aureliano, cai confula- 

funt, & nullorun magii. Thh turn detulimus, ob pauperta- 

i$ bit very iniltgantlj ixprtffid. tem, qua ille magnus eft, cce- 

Ptrhapi tbtreii taxn femi irrtr tcris major, dabis, ic 
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impreffion that changed his opinion in regard to , 
them. 

Macrian, a man of mean e;ttra£Hon, but im- s«nt ic- 
menfc ambition; addifted to magic, and confe- "^"^ ^^ 
quentiy a great enemy to the Chriftians ■, endowed whiA"!*"' 
with talents, both for war and the adminiftration o£'«-^^'^ 
civil affairs J had gained the emperor's confidence."^ 
The miferics erf the ftate, defolated at the fame time 
foy a plague, and by the ravages of the Barbarians, 
feemed to him a fevourable opportunity to rivet his 
afcendency over the emperors weak mind, then 
funk with grief, and inclined to fuperftition. He 
taught him, and made him pra£tife magical facri- £-/(». 
fices, as a fure means of averting the miferics which 
aSli&ed the fbate : and foon after he perfuaded him, 
that the Chriftians were the caufe of the public ca- 
lamities, not only by their not adoring the gods 
■ that were revered by all nations, but alfo by their 
daring even to blafpheme them, ' 

This occafioned the eighth perfecutJon, which 
was ordered by an edift ofValerian. It was gene- 77//«. 
ral, and very' cruel, efpeclally againft the bifhops 
and priefts, without however fparing private Chri- 
ftians. During the three years and an haW that it ' 
. continued, that is to lay, Aom the year 257, to the 
captivity of Valerian in 260 ; it crowned a great 
number of martyrs. Among thcfe were, at Rome, 
S. Sixtus the Pope, and St Laurence his deacon : 
St Cyprian at Carthage; and feveral other holy 
bifliops in all parts of the empire. St Dionyfius of 
Alexandria was only banifhed ; and after Valerian 
was taken by the Perfians, he returned to his 
church. We fee by the hiftory of this perfecution, 
that the burying-grounds were theplaces whcr& the 
Chriftians generally affembled. They were driven 
ftom thence by an order of the emperor, and de- 
" prived of the poffeflion of them. 

Whilft Chriftianity was pcrfeciited by the The i-iin- 
Romans, it cAended itfelf among the barbarous na- ^^"^J^ ,''" 
E 3 tions 
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"">B *v tionswho made war upon chem. The Goths and 
oiher buba- Other Scythiao nations, in the ravages which they 
Tim. praftifcd in Illyricum, Thrace, and different pro- 
vinces of Afia, as we have related, carried off a 
great number of prifoners, among whom were 
leveral holy priefts. Thefe illuftrious captives, by 
the fplendor of their virtues, by their patience under 
^"""■"■*the calamities yhich they fuffered, and by the 
miracles which God wrought at their inierceflion, 
quickly drew the refpeifl of their matters to the 
worlhip they profeffed. From a refpeft for the 
Chriftian religion the Barbarians proceeded to a. 
deOre of embracing it. Great numbers of them 
were baptized, but not all. The fuperflitions of 
idolatry prevailed among them for a long time, 
And gave feveral martyrs to the church. 
/ Sozomen, from whom we have this account, 

fays, tfiat the German nations on the Rhine be- 
gan alfo then to be converted to the Chriftian 
feith. But we do not find in the hiftory of France 
any traces of Chriftianity among thf Franks, be-, 
fore the convcrfipn of Clovis. 



PRINCIPAL EVENTS of the Reigh 

OF 

G A L L I E N U S, 

A.R.w.ii ? : . ; SecularisII, 

A.C.160. , , , , DpKATUS. 

Qallienus, after his father's miEfortune, immedi* 
ately affumes thj; adminiftrapon of the fovcreign 
ppver* • 
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He leaves Gau], and goes to Italy, from whence 
a fwarm of Scythians, or Goths. Had been driven 
by the good orders given by the Senate. 

He paiTes into Jllyricum, which was infefted 
by another band of Scythians, and by the Sarma- 
tians i and where Ingenuus had revolted, afcer de< 
feating thefe laft. 

Alfifted by Anreolus, he defeats Ingenuus in a 
pitched battle. Ingenuus is flain, or kills himfelf. 
Gallienus revenges himfelf cruelly on thofe who 
had affiftcd him in .his rebellion. 

Sapor, in the Eaft, takes advantage of the fitua- 
tion of alfeirs. He returns to Syria, retakes Anti- 
och, and, as a conqueror, over-runs Cappadocia^ 
Lycaonia, and Cilicia. 

Bdliftus, a Roman General, repulfes Sapor, and 
obliges him to repafs the Euphrates. 

Cdenatus, prince of Palmyra, or chief of a tribe 
i>f Saracens, puriues Sapor, and attacking him al- 
moft without intermiflion, drives him back to his 
own territories, and befieges the royal city of Ctefi-^ 
phon. 

Macrian, aided by Baliftus, caufes himfelf to 
be proclaimed emperor with his two fons Macrian 
the younger and Quietus. AU Afia acknowledges 
him* 

, In Gaul, Pofthumus, who commanded there, 
kills Valerian Ciefar, the fon of Gallienus, left by 
his father at Cologne, and afiumes the purple. He 
rdgns over Gaul, Spain, and Britain, ror feven 
years. 

GaUienus makes his fecond fon Saloninus Cas- 
far. 

He ^Jpeaies the perfecution which his father had 
raifed ag^nft the Chriltians at the inftigation of 
Macrian. 

The plague makes great ravages io the empire. 

B 4 GAL^IENUf 
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A.R.IOJ1. Gallienus Augustus IV. 

*;^-**'- ..... VOLUSIANUS. 

The Scythians pchetrate into Greece. The Athe- 
nians, in order to defend themfelves againft them, 
rebuild their walls ; and the inhabitants of Pelo- 
ponnefus indofe their ifthmus by a wall from one 
fea to the other. Theflalonica befieged by the 
Scythians. 

Regillianus revolts in Mo^lia, and is killed foon 
after. 

Macrian begins his march with his cldeft fon, 
in order to caufe himfelf to be acknowledged in 
the Weft, leaving his fecond fon Quietus with Bali- 
ftus in the Eaft. 

Valens and Pifo affume the purple in Greece, and 
arc killed. 

Odcnatus continues the war ag^nfit Sapor, with, 
fuccefs. 



3. Gallienus Augustus V. 
Faustianus. 

Earthquakes at Rome, in Africa, and in Afia. 

Macrian paffes into Europe. 

The Scythians, after ravaging Greece, retire to 
their own country : perhaps, upon their being de-' 
feated by Macrian, or fome other Roman gene^ 
ral. 

Macrian, being conquered by Aureolas in Illy- 
ricum, is abandoned by his army, and kiUed with 
his fon. * 

Quietus, his other fon, is befi^ed in Emefa by 
Odenatus, who had returned from his Perfian expe- 
dition. BaUftus betrays Quietus, and peifuades 
the, garrtfon of Emefa to kill him, and to throw 
ias body over the walls Of the city, Odenatus re- 

tires. 
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tiies. Baliftus caufeslftHnfclf to be procl^med em- 
peror. 

Gallicnus makes -war in Gaul againit Fofthumus, 
with variety of fucccfs. 

Emilian revolts in Egypt. 

Incurlions of the Scythians and Goths in Alia. 
The temple of Diana of Ephefus' plundered and 
burnt. 



, Albinus. 
. Dexter. 



Gallienus continues the war againft Pofthu- 
mus. Aflifted by Aureolus, he gwns a viftory over 
him : but the iame Aureolus hinders the war from , 
being finiflied, by neglecting to purfue Pofthumus, 
and by giving him an opportunity of efcaping. 

Gallienus returns to Rome, triumphs over the 
Perfians conquered by Odenatus, and celebrates the 
tenth year of his reign by games, dating the begin- 
ning of it from the time he received the title of 
Auguftus from his fether. 

He pafles into Thrace, and cruelly revenges him- 
ielf on Byzantium, which had, perhaps, favoured 
Macrian. 

Saturninus an ufurper. 

Emilian is made prifoner by Theodotus and 
fenc to Rome, where Gallienus caufes him to be 
ftrangled in prifon. 

To the war between Emilian and Theodotus we 
may refer the Gegjc of Bruchium, a confiderable 
quarter of Alexandria. That city, harraffed by 
ieditions, by war, by the plague, and by famine, 
is confiderably depopulated. 



Gallienus Augustus VI. 
I . . . . Saturninus. 



Gallienus 
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Gallienus rewards the great a^ons aoA fideHtf 
of Odenatus, hy declaring him Auguftus. Odeaa- 
tas communkates that title to Zetuwia his wife, and 
to his children. 

Baliftus is flain. 

Gallienus returns to Gaul to make war again 
tipoa Pofthucnus. He is vounded ac a fi^e. 

A.R. iai6. VaLERIANUS II. 

A.C. i«5-_ LuCILltlS. 

Valerian was brother ti) Gallienus, and Lucillus 
his relation. . The Franks invadethc coafts of ^lain 
and Africa. They ladt .and jdunder die city o£ 
Tarragona. 

A.11.1017. Gallienus Auowitus VII. 

a!c. aU. SaBINILLUS. 

Odenatus undertakes a new «Epeditk>ii ^inft 
Sapor. He befi^es the city of Ctefiphon, and, 
according to die teftimony of Syncellus, eveft takes 

it. 

Incurlions cf the HeruU into Thrace, Afia, and 
Greece. Dexif^us faves hit native, country, 
Athens. 

Other Barbarians ravage Galatia and Cappadocia. 

A.R.IM«. PaTERHUS. 

A.C »67. ArCESILAUS. 

Odenatus, retaming from Ferfia, tAarches againft 
the Barbarians, who "over-run Cappadocia. They 
do not wait hia anivid j but retire to their own 
country by Tea. 

Odenatus, in his return from Emeia, is aflafli- 
nattd with his eldeft foa Herodes. Zenobia ieems 
not to have been inwcent of that murder. Me9nius, 
the murdeirer, alTumes the tide of Auguftus, and 
... pcrifljes 
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perUhesfopn afcer. Zeaebit governs the Eaft, 
both in her own name and in cbatoCher&oa. 

Gallienus, having gained a flight advantage over 
the Hervdi in I^yricu^i, m«ktf » fwace mththem, 
and with Naulobates their chief! 

While he is preparii^ co march ag^inft cbe Goths, 
he is informed of the revolt ^ Aure^us, who bad 
catted himlelf to be proclaimed emperor in Itaiy. 
He marches t})ith^r with diijxttch, leaving the con- 
du£t of the war agidnft the Goths to Claudius and 
Marcian. • 

In Gaulv Ptrflhumps is killed with his fon. 
Lelian fucceeds him, and is killed by Viflorinus, 
who afTuoies the Pur[^, and fbon afcer dtaws upon 
himfelf a &tal e»d by his.dehaucbenes. His fon, 
whom he had named Casfar, is flain after him. 

His mother Victoria caufes a foldier of fortune 
named Marius, who had formerly been an armourer, 
to be ele£l:ed. emperor, planus is killed ths third 
clay after his eledion. 

Vi£toria again makes another emperor, prevailing 
with the foldiers to confer that tide upon Tetricus, 
who takes the Purple at Bourdeaux. She does not 
long furvivc this nomination. 

Claudius and Marcian defeat the Goths ; but 
Marcian, contrary to the opinion of Clnidius, 
fu6ers them to e&ape and make their retreat. Thefe 
two Generals rejoin Gallienus before Milan, where 
he kept Aureolus belieged. 

PxTlRNtJS H. A 

Mariniakus. * 

Claudius and Marcian form a confpiracy ^ainft 
Gallienus. He is killed by Cecropius about the 
middle of the month pf March, and Claudius fuc- 
ceeds him. 

Valerian, the brother of Gallienus, is killed with 

him, and S$loninus his fon perUhes at Rome. 

Gallienus 
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Gallienus was ranked among the gods by Claudius) 
but his death was not revenged. 

Usurpers under GALLIENUS. 

Odenatus, who was always futhful to Gallienus, 

and who received the title of Auguftus from hinr, 

, ought not to be numbered among the uiurpers. 

His eldeft fon Hcrodes bore alfo legally the fame 

title. 

In lUyricum. 

A.c.i6«. D. LiCLius Incenuus. 

**'• Q^ Nonius Regilliakvs.' 

In the Eaft. - 

■Co. ^- EuLvius Macrianus, with his two fons,; 

Q^ Fulvius Macrianus and Cn. Fulvius Quietus. 
-(^ Sen Anicius Balista. 



L. Valerius Valens. 

L. Calpurnius Piso Frugi. 



In Gaul. 

»(«. M. Cassius Latienus Posthumus with 

Junius Caflius Pofthumus, his fon. 
,j^, Ulpius Cornelius LiCLiANus. 

M. AuRELIUS PlAUVONIUS VlCTORINUfi, 

who, as he was dying, named as Ctefar his Ion 

L. Aurelius Viftorinus. 
,Sj. M. Aurelius Marius. 

aij, F. PbsuviusTetricus. 
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la Egypt. 
■n.CESTius Alexander ^MitiANus. ,£^ 

In Africa. 
T. Cornelius CEtsvs. wiitn** 

In Ilauria. 

C. AnNIUS TrEBELLIANDS. WnlMMa 

toe. 

It is not known in what country P. Sempronius »6j. 
Saturninus reigned. 

After the death of Odenatus, Mecmlus took the 
thte of Auguftus, which he enjoyed but a Ihon 
time. 2^nobia reined in the Eaft with her a«7. 
, fons. 

In Italy. 

Man. AciLius Aureolus. ««r,' 



GALLIENUS. 

S E C T. VI. 

Cmtrafi hetvseen the fpknder ^ Vaimaf^s famihf, and 
the melaaebofy fate ef that prime. Galiienus's in- 
difference about bis father's caftpoity. His bad 
heart and weak Judgment. His debaucheries, pompy 
■ and luxury. The empire defolated during bis reign, 
by foreign and by civil warst by the pl^e, and by 
famine. His amazing infenfibiUty. Sapor's conquers 
after the defeat and captivity of Valerian. Baliftat 
a Roman General, drives Sap^ back to the Euphra- 
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tes. OdenatuSt a Palmyrenean or a Sttracen pific^* 
drives Sapor htr/ond-tbat rivtr. He makes fi^itlefi 
efforts to preeure Valenatis Uber^. He is/aitb/ul 
to GalUenus. Balijia and Macrian concert meajierts 
together, and the latter is eU3ed emperor^ •with Ins 
two forts. Thty prepare to go to the Weft, toheac- 
huwkdged there. Valtns and Fife t^ume the Furple 
in Greece, and are killed. Ingenuus caufes himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor in Myricum, is conquered 
hy Gallienus-y and lofes bis Ufe. Shocking cruelty of 
Gallienus. RevilUanuSt Jukftitated in the room of 
Ingenuus^ peripes foon after. Aureolust commander 
in Slyricam for GailienuSy d^eafs Mttrioft,, lobo 
perijhes with his eldeftfon. Rictus, his fetaU foft, 
attacked iy OdatatuSy is iHhd ^ Em^a. BaUfia 
makes him^lf emperor^ and at the end of three y^ars 
is cut offh Odindtitf. The Ea0 a^eys tran^iHty- 
hy the valour and good coftdu^ of Odenatus. , Ha 
is made Auguftus hy Gallienus. Gallienus triumphs 
for the viSiories g^ned by Odenatus. TbeDecenniai 
games of Gallienus. ' Puerilities of this prince. 
JEmilian affumes the Purple in Egypt* The 
^ege of Bruchium. Ingenious charity of the faints 
Anatolius and Eufehius. JEmilian is taken and. 
'put' to death. Mexandrta depepuUtei. Cetfas 
an ufurper of feven days, in Africa. Trebel- 
lianus td^ tk? title ef emperor , in Tfauria, 
and is defeated and killed. The Jfaurians a nation 
cf robbers. Saturntnus, is proclaimed emperor, and 
afterwards killed'^ tbofe who bad chofen him. Jn- 
turfiom of the B^bafians: Italy ravaged by-a band 
of Scythians. Another body of them b^t^jts Tb^a- 
hnica, and ftlh all . Greece mth eot^/iematiott. 
GaUiefttts pajfes front Gaul into Ba^y and ^ter- 
, wards into Myriftm. His cruel fevet^e upon the 
Byzantines. The incurfions ef the Btirhariaus 
continue during all the reign of GaUienits, Odenatus 
, is cut off by donieftu: trtaehery, of wbieb- Ztnobia 
feems not to have bien innocent, Poftbumus 
peripes 
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pmjbes in Gauly the fame yetr that Odenatus was 
killed in the Eaft. He bad. ufurped the imperial 
powfr in Gaul in the firfi year ofGaliienus. The 
' tvifdom of bis g^ernment. His exploits ogatHJi 
the Germans. The Franks invade Spai» iy fea. 
GaiHenus in vain attacks Pefihumus. ViSlorims 
the lieutenant of Pofihumus. Pojtbumus is kOkd fy 
bis foldiers, with bis fan. Some tircun^ances tojt' 
cerning hetb of them. Lelian is ^nowledged 
tmperor by the foldiers. ViStorinus kiUs brm^ and 
fakes bis -place. He is bimfelf killed by a many to 
ivbofe wife be bad done violence. ViSoria, tbt 
mother of ViStorimiSy caufes one Marius to be eUHed 
emperor, who is killed at the end of three days. 
Tetrictts is fuhjiiiuted in bis fiead. The death of 
Fifforia. Gallienus pajfes from Sfyricum to Italy, 
to attack AuretiuSy woo bad affumed the title of 
emperor. A viSory gained over the Goths hy 
Marcian and Claudius. They rejoin Gailienas, ami 
deprive bim of the empirey and of bis Ufe. Valerian 
and SaloninHSi the irother and fon of Gallienus, are 
killed near bim. Duration of the reign ofGaliienus. 
. He is declared an ufurper. Claudius ele^ed emperor. 
At Rome, the memory of Gallienus is loaded with 
imprecations ; and afterwardSy by order of Claudius, 
he is ranked among the gods. GaOteuus bad drown 
upon bimfelf the public hatred, by his cruelties. He 
.would not allow the fenators to ferae in the army. 
He flopped the perfecution againji the Cbriftiam. 
Learning did not fiourijb under GatUenus. The reign 
of Gallienus full of events interwoven with each ether. 
In what order they may be ranged. The ufurpers 
that appeared during this reign were almeft all men 
of merit. Their number. 

GALLIENUS, who had already been Au- Contrift i», 
guflus with his father for feven years, becanjeJJJ^^SJI'^f 
of right fole head of the empire by the captivity vaicrim'. 
of Valerian, without there being any need cither ot^J.^m;!,'^ 

the '•"'t ^'^ of 

I bit prince. 
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the deliberation of, the lenate or proclamation of the 
foldicrs. Valerian-, his brother, had been named 
Casfar by their common father, in the year ASS- 
Another Valerian, his eldeft fon, had alfo been ho- 
noured with the fame title for about a year. This 
family, therefore, was diftinguiflied in all it's bran- 
ches with the honours of fupreme majcfty, while it's 
founder groaned under the hardeft and mofl igao- 
mSnious flavcry. 
GiOieinis^i Gallienus wis taken up with quite other thought* 
MifTcKnce than thoft of revenging his fathfcr. Far from think- 
^^t'," ing of refcuing him from the hands of the Perfians, 
tjptiviij. he looked upon Valerian's misfortune as a piece of 
M^.p^fit.giood luck to himfelf. The whole empire was 
ctji ' ^h™'*'" ^"*^° confternation by fo melancholy an event. 
17. sfVl/, Even the Barbarians were affcded with it. We 
4—7- have, in Capitolinus, the letters of three kings, al- 
lies of Sapor, written to that pri,nce, to perfuadf 
him to fet his prifoner at liberty. The Iberians, 
the Albanians, and feveral other people of thofe 
countries, offered their afliftance to the Romans to 
deliver Valerian from his captivity. ' Gallienus how- 
ever, in the midft of all thefe teftimonies of grief 
and fcnfibility, not only remained indifferent, but 
even rejoyced at being freed from a cenfor, whole 
gravity and feverity, had kept his pleafures under 
fome reftraint. 

He took care indeed not to profefs this diipo- 
fition of mind : on the contrary, lie affefted the 
Tihilofopher i and when he was firft informed of , 
•Valerian's captivity, pretending to imitate theexampic 
of that wife man, who, upon the news of the death 
of his fon flain in battle, only faid, '* I knew that 
*' my fon was mortal ;" he only pronounced this (en- 
tence, '* I knew that my father was liable to the 
*' accidents of fortune :" and he found a flatterer 
bafe enough to praife on this occafion, the conftancy 
and forritude ot the prince. At other times Gailic- 
nus would fay with great coolnefs, that Valerian's 
misfortune 
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triisfbrtune was glorious to him, as he had faljeo into ic 
only by an excefe of candour, opcnncft, and honcfty. 
But none were i^orarit of the bcJlownefs of thefe 
fine fpe^cheSi whichj' to the cxtinflion of all feeling ; 
and fentimenti only added the Ihame of hypocrify. 

This fingle eircumftance^ this criminal infenfi- HUbnibcut 
tnHty, unmafks his charadlqr, and is fufficient toj;^^^ 
di&over. a vicious hearty and a judgment intent 
upon trifles. For it was the love o/ plcafure, a 
talle for fhews, for licentioufiiefs and cfetMucheryj 
which. Ailing the foul of Gallienus, left no roonl 
in it for the fe;ntiments of nature or thofe of honour. 
This prince,, as I have already obferved, did not 
Irant for und&rfteading, nor livelinefs of imagi- 
nation. His mind was cultivated. .He wrote well 7V(&Ci/ii« 
cither in pn>fc or yerfe,. and fome ©f his poestry has 
been preier.v«l, which fliews both the .elcsance of 
his ftilci and bis iitde rtgwd to mpdefiy.. ; Bc5dc9 
this» he. has never been reproached with .timidity 
or fear. We fhall.&e hiol march boldly again4 
thofe lifah who djfpjiied his fpvereignty, ^, npt be 
icrupttlous.tQ hazarding Ms perfon.; but. it was 
flecdEtj! only that could drag him from pleafures, 
diverfions, and indolence ^ and when he w^ no 
4dager.^uned by his pwfon»l interefl:, he funk 
fiffun iritb indecent luxiuy and Hiameful Opc^ . 

:He,bbferved.no bounds in them. Like Caligula htj ieirts 
Rnd N«Ki,. he dilguifcd;,himfclfj:tp, ,fn;quenr^"'^ 
-irk ' the ni^c taverns; *pd |^es of, dcbiufchery ; 1™^^. 
And his sNfdinary compapy, vert the:i;6rr!^toi'&of!^^^' 
^i«ii,!w)!i:playcrs. His-. meak were *»ti3Magartfiift-i3. 
and his table wss fumwrtd?^ with immod^jfwncB. '^'^■""^ 
Me keptifc&B^lio of.iagreafi^m^r.i^ctti^^ines, 
afnangowbw». the firfl: tank-Hftihsiytw one Pipji, 
:ttt Pip(i«,;i:h€)d«ug^tsr:,ttf- Attains,, ktfig^of the 
.Mi^reonu^nii to whom Gall^nus yictlded ^-prfiyince 
,i».|)«rx!haie!hiftdaught^. v :, j . ;.- ., 

,. ^o.feis.effcmifiacy iMh^ncd; the .ifloft extra- . 
.Vi^Rt'jdegree .of .poim. Sis ckwtfp (^generated 
.. Vat. IX. F into 
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into a foreign luxury, both «t to their-lbnnt and 
the precious ibnes vr'ah which he fet aS die 
fj^lenddt cS the rioheft ftuffa. He wanted to ereft 
to himlclft upHon the EtquiKM hill, a-coloftal ftatoe, 
with the atcribotts of the Sun. This ftatue inS' 

* , to hare been more than twice the Height of the 
fltttient coloflTtis ndfed 1>y Nero, and conftctttedw' 
tht Sun by VefpJifiKn. But Gallienus bad not time 
to cotnpletb thac pieee of ehitdtfh vanity i uidlris 
fiiCCffflbn Claudius and Aureli^n had tbo hiuch 
fenfe and judgment, not to perceive the ridiculouf- 
nefs of it, or to defiFe ever to have it fititfhed. 
• He valued-liHmreirupiHihiS'refinettftnCS^inhi^iiy. 
In the ifpring, he bu3t E^}brtments with ehc Ukva of 
tofes. Hfe ercfted fortSj^the walls of which were 
made of fruits ranged -in- an artful mdnncv. He 
forced naturft ro preferve grapts for. riirce years, to 
hiVs tnelctns in the middle of winter^ and frsOi 
figs ii>A an kinds ^^fruitd in the fe^ofM^ichat w>erd 
not profjet fijr prtjdttcJftg'tbem,' He-bWthed:fiiw 
feven times a day .iiv lumber; and at ioaft tvic« 
6 day ift winter. Wi5Ms of evdry^ kSud-wew jw* 
. Tided ibt his table, Xndhi Mver'drAnti't^thelinB 
■fort tfticft kt any one meafc ; : ■' ■. . ,.-r-: : 

It was chiefly -after 'hebefcamit fok-maftfer-of ^ 
empire, that he gave ttn^eiUirfeloofeiRi his vices » 

' •• tb«^ they had ap^dited long befbm.: .Whenhe 

firftjBffUmedthereini of^governtnefic; hteriferafts 

tfas alHfldy' eftablilhe^ j Md the rtb«I^ '^ho'iii^ 

. nedUittttT'^^ rofe «p\'jkgiHtift' hitA,:'tea^ bin 

[ with tte'filiRe r£pT«»fheS^which:h<:f iqetitad tkg^ 

■-■""■ fl»»tKdte'ifettiairtitig'P«*'«f-*iff«^f ■.'-'.:;;..; I 

. --'fllt-|^ftR-«9 Wi«Atis-«rifie^&l<weti^tl^i«n^ 
' .y«t ' flo pt^rie* - iwt >'B*a more kitaai or mm 

TM^mfiK-Aiffkuli,^i^aki C6'~^iftag« thati^'QittiaAuq:'. Alt 

»^°«hf,' -fctad* 'iif **Ii» ^oU«*i*t'dftce n^nirthv^eflMirc. 

reignb^* The Barbarians of the Ndt<th, 4fld''tlMr'^iPiir$nt. 

^?^;^^*"*«olKinticd'th»ii' incwfleofr'-artd h«£lffltic* ^ki'tSaul, 

Vth""' 'HyritWBH Tl*ate, Grcc<iJi-~Afia> -'awT thb Eaft. 
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VHchia che empiK, cwry General pi in army 
•fpired to the thrcme and ufurpcd thc'dgbts of 

iovcceignty. Ih Sicily, the: mcienc calamity of the 
rerolc of the Oaves was renewed. The plague 
oontinucd eo <jdbUte the capital an4 civ provinces. 
And was ibmetiines fa violent as to c»ny oS* five 
i^icw&nd peribnS in-a day: m Rome only. Dearth, Tni. o^n. 
&mioe, ^.earthqaalUs,- « Rpn»» in AfiSf and^^^,^^, 
in Africa^ fedidons in tiM-citiea; and iti :aword, £(^.>u.*^ 

"ftll tnanaer of calamities, combioed to ttveatcn the 
«inpre with approaching; ruin t whtlft Gallienus 
minded nothing liut his diveffions. The lots of the 
£neft provinces never gave him the leaCt concern. 
;Being tohi ooe.day that Hgypc had revolted : fst rautiac 

■ « WcHi faid hei, cannot we \& without the linnen ^v^SS* 
•'of Egypt?" When Afia was ravaged by*. ' 

, .senitiie. earthquake and die incurfioAa of the 

: Scythians, he was not st . all more . moved, but 
«tly ot^iTcdi .that ckey nuift then do without 
aphio-nitro. This wa&a .kind of nitn* differentCff^' 
iron) oursy which the Aotieiiti made ufp-of in their ^;/^ 

-iaAs. Upon krfing GauU-be burft into a. laugh, 

I'Wdiaid,.'*' Is die republic. ruined, becaufe.we can 
** have n& more Arras cloth:?'* Such a, degree 

V «f iofenlibUicy is not onJyinext to incrediblft, but, 
I bcUosre, unpMalleUcd in. Hiftory, :The. prefeni 
only touched Gallienus, who, provided his pkafures 

> «ere boC xHftorbed, would.itaTe feea' .the whole 
uinrerfe , over- turned, without bung ia >the. leafl: 
aflKded. it is hoc tobe'Wondered'at, if the reign 
^fuchajffiace proTasd-aitiffiieof mwforitunes, as 
wifi appear-Jfy the aixpuoc of Ttt, vhichl.ihall give 

i-tm £utty afrjiie detideocy' ofitbc materials, that are 

. »9W exian* wW permit-xj x,., .,,, 

Stipott having conquered^ the Koman^ acmy in Sipo>'« mm 

< Jidefi^wtatnii^ and made theeniperor prifi>ner, iin-S,"^^^ 

-.fTOved thole gveac advdnGiges. He again entered and opti^^ 
Syria, and retook Antioch. He then advanced to "2^^^*™* 
Ciiiciaa wfeerc he made himfelf pafter of Tarfus -, 
Fa Wd 
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and ^11 prtxc«ding forwards, he arrived at and 
bcTtcged Csdarea in Cappadocia. That city, which 

. Was ftrong and conaitied four hundred thcHi&nd 

: inhabitants, ftopt the -Perfians for fome limt. 

<. Demofthenes, the governor of it,- being judicious 
and a^tve, as well as brave, made a good defenee ; 
and Sapor would probaUjr have beon baffled in this 
atttAnpt, if it had not been for the intelligence 

• givch him by- a Phyfician o( the city, who feems 

: to have been taken prifoner in a fally. This un- 
happy ' Phyfician was piit to the torture, and made 
to futFer fuch extreme pain, that, to deliver himfelf 
froni it, he difcowted to the befi^ers a weak part 
of tft? place. The Petfians, by that meaos, took 
CEEfarea by furprize, and rulhii^ into che-dty in 
prodigious numbers, exerdfed all manner of crueltfes 
upon it's, wretched inhabitants. Their troops bad 

' pardcular orders to take Demofthencs aKve, wJunj 
Sapor doubtlefs wanted to facHficc to his reni^. 
But the brave governor, after gallandy defending 
the place, did not foi^t hina&lf. Moundng Iqs 
horfe* with his naked iword in his hand, he threw 
himfelf into the midft of a body of the enemy, wh) 
were endeavouring to furround him. Hedewfoaw, 
drove off others, and cutting his way through the 
middle of the Perfians, ..wap^ captivity ijd 

■ death. 
^. "^ Sapor, m this feme expedition, overrrun Lycaooia 
as a conqueror, and laid fiege to Pompeiopolis'in 
Cilida; fo that it coaki be no longer dotilHed but 
that he intended .to Tcvbe the protantions of his 
father Artaierxcs, to omqaec all Afia-Minor, and 
to aikiw of no other bounds to his dominions, than 
thofe of the antient empire of the great Cyrus. 
Two Generals, Ballfta.vid Odehatus, fhmped, 
however, his ambitious pKnefts,, and forced him 
to retire, and coofitK hiouelf to his own tetri- 
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BaliiU had acquired great honour in the higheft^iff*. » " 
military commands under Valerian. He was aoc^^. 
alert and fenfible man, proper both for cou'nfel and ^""^ '"p* 
for aftion, and particularly ingenious at expedients ju^i^ 
for fupplying an army with provifions. Valerian, J"*- '^'• 
in a letter which has been prefcrved by TrebelHus ^'' ' ' 
Pollio, commends him much for the advices he had 
received from him on that fubjeft, Ihewing how 
the troops, fhight be plentifully fupplied, without ; 

diftrpOlng the provinces. To accomplilh that ' 

double obje^, BaUfta propoled, that nothing Hiould 
be required from the people but what was the 
produce of their country ; and that, to avoid the 
expence of waggons and carriages, the winter 
quarters of the troops, and their route, Ihould be" 
fettled in fuch manner that the commodities might 
be confumed on the fpot where they were pro- 
duced. Being alfo attentive to good order, to the 
advantage of the fervice, and to the lellening of 
the charges of the government, Balifta advifcd 
Valerian not to fuSer any fupernumerary oSicers or 
foljdiers among the troops : for as the military 
profeflion was then very lucrative, many people 
engaged in it, merely to reap it's emoluments, 
without doing the requifite duty : and that abufc, 
upon the advice of Balifb3} was reformed by Vale- 
rian, 

This prudent, and at the fame time hiavtyM.raj.f. 
officer, was the firft who retrieved the a^rs of thc|*"'- 
Romans in the Eaft, where they had been reduced 
to the moft deplorable fituation, by Valerian's mif- 
fortune. At firft, every thing yielded, as I have, 
&id, to the vidor, who had even pufhed his con- 
quefts very far. Balifta^ re-affembled the unfor- 
tunate remains of the Roman troops, and formed 
them into an army. With thele forces, little 
F 3 capable 

* Z4»»ra$ and SjnetUut tall this Gtntral Q»llifit, hf ipifiaie, 
in M, liiltmat bat tbfirtti. 
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capable In appearance of performing great cxplolis, 

he began with Giving Pompeiopolis, whjch was 

befiegcd by the Pcrfians. After that firft fuccefs 

he continued to harrafs Sapor, 'till he forced him to 

abandon his conquetls, and, keeping always in bis 

rear, drove him to the Euphrates. 

o*B»t>ii 1 There he was feconded, or relieved, by Odenatus ; ■ 

J^^^[^ w^iofe example Ihews, that fmWl enemies ought not 

piiicB,drii«ito be flighted even by the greatefF' monarchs. 

fc';^'' Odenatus was prince of Palmyra, or chief of a 

I'Om. ' tribe of Saracens, who poflcfled the country in the 

neighbourhood of that city, and who were allies 

of the Romans, Being hardned from his infancy ' 

by the continual exercife cif hunting, by all kinds 

of fetigues, by the rain, the fun, and the duft, 

he had acquired a robuft body, fuited to the courage 

T«». Tr. of his foul. Having attached his tortune, as I faid 

^'- 's- before, to that of the Romans, he at firft thought 

ptr-pttric. tJiat Valerian's ruin would alfo be his. Stunned by 

*«• the fevere and uncxpefted blow, he wrote to Sapor, 

' imploring his clemency and fricndfliip. But tlie 

haughty monarch, ■ finding fault with Odcnatus*a 

not liaving come in perfon to alk pardon, lent back 

his deputies with ignominy, ordered his prefents to 

be thrown into the river, and' threatened to teach 

him in what manner a man Kke him o^ight to treat 

with a king of Ferfia. " If he would obtain any 

" mitigation of his punilhmetit, added he, let Hm 

. . " come with his hands tied behind him, and throw 

'* himfelf at my feet. Unlets he does this, he, his 

** family, and his country, fhall furely perifli." 

Odenatus, deftitute of all afllftance from others, 

found i^ himfelf fufficient refources. He aflemblcd 

what troops he could, and, encouraged by Bahfta't 

fucceft, when Sapor had repaffed the Euphrates^ 

Zu. Sjmr. ^^ ventured to attack ' him, and fuccecdcd fo wdl^ 

^*.*'*/. that he threw his army into diforder, feizcd and 

^'' ^'* carried off his treafurcs, and, which the Perfian 

valued ftill mtxe, his concubines. After Odenuus's 

' yi£tcvy^ 
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Tidory} NiIHhs, Carrh^ and afl Mefopotamia, re- 
' turned ta their obedience ta the Romans. But Sa- 
por was not completely vanquiihed, as he ftill re- 
mained- maAer o^ and carried into his own king< 
dom. Valerian, and a mulritude of other prifonifers 
caken in the feveral provinces into which he had 
carried the war. 

Hiftory obferves, that he treated them with thea«*r, 
nioft Ihockihg inhumanity. He allowed them only 
juft food enough to keep them from ftarvings nor 
had they a fufficiency even of water, but were led 
to drink, once a day, like cattle. His cruelty to- 
wards diem was lb great, that* in his way back to 
Perfia,' coming to a place where the road was in- 
teriofted by a ditch, difficult to pafs, he ordered as 
many of diefe unhappy people to be murdered, 
and their bodies to be thrown into the trench, as 
filled it op to a level with the ground on each fide, 
for his troops to go over. Whatever horror fuch 
barbarity may infpir?, it is not to be wondered at 
in Sapor, after the treatment which he made Vale- 
rian himieif fuller. 
- Odenatus wiflied earneftly to deliver the un-H««d„, 
happy emperor from his hard ^d (hameful capti- "nreimiiB 
vity. Ho entered the territories of the king of viLil" 
Pcrfia, befi^d Ctcfiphon, and had the advantage ^"*' '^■j* , 
in fcveral engagements, in which he made fome il- ^" 
luftrious Satraps prifoners. But he could not ac- 
complifh what Jie would have looked upon as his 
■ chief glory, and Valerian remained 'till his death 
' in the hantls of his proud and mercilefs mafter. - 

Odenatus's fidelity was not lefs conftant and in- He )• ft"ii- 
viol^le towards the Ion, than his ardour was great, '^^ ^'^' 
though ine^ftual, for the delivery of the mher. 
It is remarkable that this Saracen prince, in the 
• midll of his viflories, always acknowledged Gal- 
lienus. ' He fent him the Perfian Satraps whom he 
had made prifoners in different; battles ; and having 
received from him the title of General of the Ro- 
F 4 man • 
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man forc^ in [he^Aft* h« exercif^ that comtniaod 
no ocher)vir«^ than in ifubordioadoa to the piince 
who had conferred it upon him. 
^m* Mf Balil^ did xiftt a£t . iq>on fuch noble ^nc^les : 
cd^^o. fof as foon as he h^d driven the Perfians from the 
(eiher, tai Roman territories, he entered into a confederacy 
ifefen'^-" with a rebellious fubje£l, to rdfe the latter to the 
Ewoto ^"^"^ of.tlieir common matter. 

Gailienus was in Gaul, according to Zofimus, 

employed in the war ^ainlt the Germans, when his 

father's dilafter happened. Thinking only how he 

rnighc take advantage of it, in order to indulge 

himfelf mpre freely in pleafure, which alone touched 

, his abje£t foul ; he neither gave any orders for the 

war ag^pft the Perfians, nor did the army in the 

Tni. Citi ^A Icarc? ever hear of hiip. This negligence 

i.&Tr. ftirnjflicd a-fine opportunity, and a plaufible pre- 

i^l H.}. tencc to the ambitious Macrian, who, afta* having 

£'t/.Fn. betrayed Valerjaii, pndGrt(K>k tq wreft the empire 

*^' from his &n. < - 

Macrian wa$ univerfally eftgenied for his fuperior 
talents, both as a ftatefman, and as a warrior. Ya- 
lerian, as I faid before, had placed all his confidence 
in him, infomuqh, as to ai4>ptnt him infpe£)»r''gc- 
peral and cpn^mander ov^ r 'al| the Roman foldiery • 
and when tje informed the feiiate of ;his promotion, 
he enumerated to them the glorious exploits tiy 
which Macriati had repeatedly dillinguill}ed him- 
self in all the provinces of the empire, from his 
infancy to his old age. Befides thefe advantages, 
this General or Minifter, which ever oiw niay cnufe 
tp call him, pqfleffed im^^pfc riches, probably tHe 
^it of his rapine and injuftice : for he was npt 
born tq any fortune. But then, as now, nonein- 
fj-*. i>. ouired by what means ^y rnan had got his rich^ : 
W'**' it was fufficient that he had them: and Macrian's 
money enabled him to latisfy the grecdineis of the 
fcldiers, by fflving them ample largefles. : The only 
, jbing ?gajnl| lum wai Ijis age, which was far ad- 
'■ ' i " ' vanced. 
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Kanced. But the udnxl politiciin turned, this ofa- 
Jllacle into an advantage. Having two lops, in c}ia 
flower of their youth, brave and intrepid jp war, 
and who bad behaved remarkably well in thp ranl^ 
of military tribunes, to which tliey had been prq^ 
jnoted by Vdcriati -, he pleaded the weaknefs of ht^ 
own age, in order that they might be named em- 
perors with him. llie affair was managed thus : , 

Balilla and Macrian affembled a council, con- 
filting of the principal officers of the army : and 
' .there fialifta, laying' down as an indifputable fa£l, 
.th^ it was necei£try to chufe an emperor, declared, 
that'he was not influenced by any perfonal inierelt» 
' -that he did not pretend to the foverci^ power, and 
that ftts wilhes were for Macrian. This laft then fl:ood 
up, and addrefied the affembly in thefe words, arf- 
fi^ly c^^ulated to bring them to the point he aimed 
at, *' I fonfefs, laid he, that the Empire does want 
" a head : and I wifli it was in niy power to aflill 
" the Republic, and to remove from the governr 
«* ment him who is a di%race to it. But I am 
•* dd : I can no longer bear the fatigue of riding ; 
•' and the unufual csre which my bad ftate of health 
. « obliges me now to take of mylelf, would be fuch 
** an avocation as might prove detrimental to ilie 
** wel&t: of the ftate. We muft have youth : nor 
•' ought we to be attached to one alone. Two or 
»* three brave young mpn, by taking the admint- . 
** ftratipn of different provinces, according to thf 
*' exigency of affairs, will rcftore the Republic, 
" which Valerian by his misfortune, and Gallienue 
*' by his unworthy condpft, have almoft entirely 
•* ruined.*" Balifta, with whom Macrian certainly 
a^cd in concert, ■ catching at this propofal, imme- 
diately replied ; " \ye trufl: the Repubjic to your 
f* prudence. Take your two fons for your afib- 
" ciates in the government. Independent of all 
• *' other confidcrations, they have too much merit 
l^ to Jiye with ^tty under GitUicnus." ^U were 

■- ■ ,■ --. ■■ ■' - ■ ■■ ■■- ■ "■ ■ ^ 
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of the fame opinion : not one attempted to afl^ 
the rights of the lawful prince, who was univerially 
, , haced and defpifed : and Macrian, upon his accept- 
ing the offer Of the empire for himf«f and his fonS, 
promifed a donaiive to thefoldiers, continued Ba- 
lifta in the office of prEetorian prxifeft, which had, 
been given him by Valerian, and ended with threa- 
tening to make the bafe and effeminate Gajlienits 
feel' what fort of officers his father had employed. 
"The foidiers applauded the rafolution of the Coun- 
cil. Macrian was proclaimed emperor with his 
.two fons, the eldcftof whom bore the fame narric 
as himfelf, arid the other was called Quietus. - ■ 
F'-f. Bift. It is faid in Eufebius, who is therein followed by 
x«/. vii. Zonaras, that Macrian, not being able to wear the 
' Imperial ornaments, becaufe he was maimed and 
lame, tranfmitted them to his fons. Btit if he did 
not doath himfelf, at leaft generally, with the en- 
figns of the lovercign dignity, it is very cettsin 
that he exercifed it's power, 
m p«[»r« gy ufurping it, he placed himfelf in a fltuation 
the Weft, in -much lefs fafe than fplendid. Though Afia had 
^^t th« -declared in his favour, his ftrengih was far from 
prtofthe being fuch as could fecure him from danger; for 
i'^wWw ^^ *^ encompalTed by enemies on all fides. In 
kim, the Eaft, he feared Odenatus, who was then making 
^'W rf.'' *'*'■ f*"" Gallienus, agajnft Sapor, with confidcrable 
Ty'.ii.'9 -fuccefs. In the Weft, he was not acknowledged at 
**■ «1I. Forming his plan in confequence of this double 

objedt, he marched in pcrfon towards Greece and 
Italy, with his cldcfl fon, and the greateft of his 
forces i and left Quietus and Balifta in Syria, to 
oppofc Odenatus. 
viie*i«4 Before he fet out, and in order to prepare his 
Hfoaffume way, he judgcd it ncceflary to get rid of Valcn«, 
facCcci! proconful of Achaia, whom he looked upon as a 
ii«i are rival, jealous of his grandeur. He gave this com- 
\r^G-iii. miflion to Pifo, one of the mo£t illuitrious mem- 
».^Tr. bers of «he fenaic. Tlus order produced two new 
^^^r.i9,»Q, cipperors 
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eiAperors or uftn^rs : fw emperors were made then 
^th greater cafe, than the mayor of a towrt is 
c^fen now-a-days ; and, accordingly, their fall was 
oftni as fudden as their rife. 
■ Val*ns, being informed that Ptfo was fent to kill 
him, affumed the purple. Pifo, on his fide, find- 
ing he could not furprize Valens, and fearing his 
vengeance, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed em- 
ptror by the handfblof foldiers that accompanied 
him: and as it was in Theff^y that he receired 
riii titles of the Imperial power, he took occafion 
, from thence, without any fort of precedent, to give 
himfelF the furname of Theffalicus. His fortune, 
or' rather the fiukdow which he had embraced, va- 
rathed in a moment. It coft Valens only the trouble 
rf M-dering fome of his troops to go and kill Pifo } 
and he himfelf was killed foon aner by his own 
foWiers. 

T\us Valens was the nephew, or grand-nephew, 
of another Valens, who revolted againft Uecius, 
and of whom we have already fpoken. 

Great encomiums are given to the probity of 
fife, who, fay his pancgyrifts, worthy to be the 
heir of the ancient Pifo's, was a living picture <rf' 
that auftere virtue fo much admired in them in 
the times of the Republican government. Valens, 
continue they, his enemy, and his murderer, faid 
himfelf, that he fliould be punifhed in hell, for 
taking away the life of Si good a man : to which 
is added, that t4te fenate decreed him divine ho- 
Qours. I give alt this juft as 1 find it in my au< 
tiK>r» without pretending to warrant the tritth of 
what he fays ; for indeed, it muft be owned, that 
Pifo's attachment to Macrian, his underlying to 
kiH Valens, and the manner in which he made 
himfelf emperor, do not at all agree with that 
high idea which fomc writers would fain give us of 

■-■ . The" 
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The feeble (^^x>(itions. formed hj Valeiic and. 
Fifo were defeated in a moment* without giving;- 

MacrJan the leaft difturbance. But he met wich. 

difiicuUies, dangers, and at lafk death, in the war, 

which he carried into Illyricum ; that province, 

. which had been the theatre of great commotions, 

being perfc6tly quiet and united, and defended by 

a powerful army, when he attacked it. 

J»F»"« in the beginning of GalUenus's reign, lUyricum - 

ftif " te""* was ravaged by the Sarmatians. Ingenuus, a brave 

pncbiBKd Warrior, who commanded in Pannonia, uid was 

iii)w"mTi. extremely beloved by his troops, checked ,the in- 

fo^"'' curfiohs of thofe Baibarians. But fearing left evea 

Jd \JTbu the glory of thefe fucceOes Ibould give umbrage to 

r'ii Tr ^ pii^cc who was an enemy to merit, he ufurped 

g^r.'j/" lie place pf him whofc jealoufics alarmed mm, 

' 4od mgde his troops inveft him with the Imperial 

jcxmip. & purple. Gallienus fiew into a violent rage, and bis 

^™'- *''"• anger giving him courage, be left Gaul, marched 

into Jllyricum, gave the rebel battle near Murfa • 

in Pannonia, and gained the vidory, Ingenuus 

was either killed on the field of battle, or killed 

himfelf foon afur for fear of falliog ji^to the h^s 

of % mcrcilefs conqueror. 

i^snA Gdlienus indulged his f«venge with all ,tbe 

c^ii'/nuV ^'^^^'y ^^ ^" abjeS foul He fp^ed none. Both 

. VnmT' the ftfldiers and the inhabitants of the country were 

extirpated. I do not believe chat more barbarous, 

' more inhuoMn orders were ever given by smy man, 

than ;hofe that were contuned ia 4 letter whic^ 

he wrote on this ocpafior), uid which one carniQC 

read without fhuddeiing with horror. I (h^l give 

it her^ as it has tieen tranfmicted to us by Tr^bel- 

jtus Pollio. " Gallienus to Verianus, i lljaU msf. 

H be pleafed with you, if you put to death o^f 

*' thcHe who bear arms, and wh^m the fate c^ war 

** n>>ghi li^ve f;{UTi9d off. Afl tlif males Ihou^ 

t* be maflacred, if old men and children could b^ 
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'** put to death without ^ing room to bJame us.* 
•'* 1 order youto kUI whoever has fpoken iU.of me. 
.** T«u-, kill, and drag in pieces. Think as I do j 
'^* and ol^rve what is latd in this letter, written 
** with my own hand." Would a Scythian man- 
eater ipeak odierwife than this prince immerfed in 
, ioxury ?■.'.: 

" - His horrid cruelty ioimediatdy prodoced anew 
tjefallion; The troops and the people of Moefia, 
. covered with the blood of their comrades and re- 
lations, and fearing the like treatment fpr thcm- 
felves, railed Regilltanus to the throne, that he 
m^ht be their dd»nder. ' 

' Kegilltanus wis of E^ecian origin, defcended, as K^gniiiinv 
-h-isfaid, from thefemilyof Decebalus, that ,■ king '■"''fli""'^ 
■of-the^Dadans who was fo famous unider Domitian l^io^nt^ 
iand TraJMi. His ikill in war procured him thcp^''«''«»" 
imptartant. employment of commander of the fron- Jj. ^a, ,e. 
tier of lUyricam i and in that ftadon he gained a ' 
great riftory over the Barbarians new the city of 
Scupi t in ' Moefia. Trebcilius pretends -that he 
ewed the empire to a fort of pun which fofne of 
the foldiers made upon his nanfe, by driving ic 
fiom that of Re»-, fSt^. But even, if there be 
any foundarion for-thU ftory, his foccefs was, doubt- 
Id^, owing folety to the then fituation of affairs, of 
. wtHch I have taken notice. Regillianus did not 
. teng enjoy the tirte-of emperdr. : A fedicion, which 
btdke out in his Mmy, wkI which- began among 
the aUXHiary troops of the Barbarians, cut him c^ 
'tjefbre Macrian reached Illyriciim. ~ 

:- Macrian was oppofed there by Aurtolus, whofe^^"*. 
-fituadon and ccmdui^ cannot eafily be afcenained minjcd b, 
4K>m any monuments that AO*' remain relariwe J",* ^X 
■ th«rel». It is pretty certain ^&&t he commanded "™^'''-. 
: Oaffienus's ^cavalry in the bdttk againft Ingenuus, ^.'Vh^"'* 
Sand'Chat he had^a great (hare in the viftory. It is p''^" ' 
':|irob^le ihat^the-emperor placed him at the headSIhiifon. 

^.. . . . of «. Hid II, 

7 2f»w Scopi>, w Ufcopia n» BtUi^ria. Ca'tf* •', tf 
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' of the aemy ckftined to fight Mwrim. But wh#- 
' ther Aurtolua revolted thea, uct aflumcd the 
purple,, as TrebelUuQ fupptMfefi, feems doubtful. 
His open- defcaioa faetns raibir to belwig to-a 
confidendily later. Jime. Not. tfctt I would be 
thought to tnekn th»t be lercr ffiis > fubmtffive to 
Gallienus's orders. Fa£ts give us room to ttink, 
that -^ though he ftill contiiiued to command the 
.army which had been intruded to him. and to 
acknowledge Gallienus nomioolly* yet he always 
kept himfetf independent. 

At the iame time . that he retained the title of 

Gallienus's General, he had himfelf a General, who 

was &bordinate to him. Domitian, wlu> pretcoded 

to' belong to the family of the emperor Dom^afi, 

and to. be deicended from DomitiUa the fifter of 

that priticcv c(»imsnded Aure<^U^s troc^, aod, 

under his atifpice&, eooquered Macrianio a pitched 

-battle. This adioii was not inMelI'decjfive. Of 

forty -^fire thou&nd men which Macrian had bnm^t 

ibto, the Bekl, thirty thoufand ftiil remaiRcd ai»er 

ilia banners. But in civU ware, a change of Adcs 

is often brought^, about with gtfst.ieafe, and virj 

little icruplc. The. conquered troops, whcdwr 

fromdifcourag^mfoiiftv thctrUtcd^btf, or whether 

they were gaioed oyer by AurMtils's intri^io, 

abandoned their kader i and be was-, (breed to beg, 

as a- favour, of the very perfoni.wha betrayed htai, 

torkilt him and tus fo[],.th»c he might avoid dte 

(tifiinke of c^vjty, 3(nd of an ignominious deatki 

tiaictB!, hii "is ™''? brou^f on that rf his fecood toi 

recondflo, Quietus,, whom -te bad left in ike Eoft. This 

od^mtl^^'it young prince rQisnd,h«Bfelf between two formidable 

killed in' .meows, Aur«dlus the:.copcjueror of .bis fatbcp, 4nd 

r^%. OdeoMus, who'WW returmng in friuo^h from^s 

-rr- 1*, ij-.^wious expedition' ^ainft^apor. -ThisUfti Ift*^ 

cJt^ thd nwf sft. WM . mpit to be feared- He imoK- 

'"'■ diatdy enter^ Syria, and (^tetus was d^i^ed 

to ihut himfelf up in Emcfa, with Balilla. CMe< 

. . , - oatus 
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nttuabefi^jedtbem, wd they had no way to cfcapis. 
But Btltfta, whoTe bead was .fertile in ezpcdieois^ 
and. who did notpw^ hitnfel£ upon his fidclkjr 
vhen it expofed him to dangEr,> knowing thai the 
pcrfoa of C^ttM» wiis what Odtnatus aimed: at, 
pefotved to nnke: Just peace ^. j&criGcing that un>- 
<bmii}att young prince : and, aiKbrdingly, be per- 
fiwdad the tnhtbttants.cf Eme& to kill him, and' 
^hrOtV'his body over tbcir walls.. lOdenatUE, fatisfied bjiek. ~ 
mth-dns, tuftd the fi^ : andrBslifla, then maftcr J^j'^''^^ ''™- 
jbf the -city* feized the tr^urdt.wh)ch Macrian had ud ^^^' 
jeft there, «i(i;:widi rfio help of that rich booty, ^^^J^^"* 
i(fl«fed hifpfctf-ta be proclairtied emperor, by :the yati's^ifc. 
^IdJflfS wider his,:CQBimand.: ; His fliadow of an^^^^^ 
empfcft muft bawe been confined within very narrow 
.bounds: for- OdeoBtus was fuph a- neighbour as 
would not fufi«r,him to extend ithem far.- He hotsc 
,tbe title '<i£i emperor, howeyev, about three years, 
I^WhOut doing any one exploit, : that we know, of in 
.lU that time I -at the end of wtiich Odenatus, per- 
tTiftiog in hii zeal, (or GaUteiius, found means, to 
■btibe a Ibldier ytho killed the .oebeUnhi^. test. 

. .Thus the affaics :of the E»& began to . acqaiir The c.t 
ifeqi^ ftabili^. That; extenfive «wntry remained '"j^^' ^^. 
fm-; peace acid quiet,, through -.-the valour and good the ^^iLr 
■«ortdu& ^- Odenatuj, who. wpaUcd it's f«"cign "^j^„f 
' emitiies, and ft^^efied it's internal diviiions. He o^cn" ws. 
riwas the cMjiimjaifcourge of Sapor,, whom he ceafed ^'f,'"'- 
iiMt.jCO harraferby.jepeated attacks^ and whom he //! ^' 
.-|wicc:made;tr«nb]e.JACtefiphon. ;.He would have^"^*^^* 
(aftw^ed .Mscnail,:. if.tbis laft had not gone* .to 

lUyricum, there to feekr hift doatfa. ■ He deftroved 
,4!fro'ifrutpQrSi^QUi&tt». and fi^t0|ai and, whi^h is ' 

. Ainch to taipvfifi, id thc.mid&of f^-niaiiy eat^mpks^ 
.mf rebellion^, herwas-ixinftaoldjfi&iiiiful Co. Gailienus. 
lido not cm a a ae ^whether that fideUty pnaceeded 
rfrem. aa abJButdiy difinteicfted motive. Certain it 
•19, that he- fiever deviated froim it. Odenatus's 
'amtudon kept; witlun the boiuKiU.of his duty : add 
• ' ' though 
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though he mig^t have arrogaKd to himfelf the 
greateft honours ■, he chofe rather to receive th^niy 
as 3 Kcompence, from the hand of him who wastb« 
lawful diftribatec of them. 

Gattienus, who Had fo many obti^idons ta him^ 

was fenfible of the*p» and rewarded his fen^ces. 

Odenatus, as I have already laid, was. originzlly 

prince of Palmyra, or chief of' atribe trf" Saracnis* 

TrA-Tr. He took the tide of king, according to Trebellius; 

-»>'■ »5- at the time of his preparing for his firft expedititm. 

againft Sapor. But I rather think he had received 

it before, from Vaieriaft, to whom he was attached. 

^.«r. After Macrian's revolt, Gallicnug jappoinied Odc- 

Tns.Ca„ jjatyj commander^ in chirf of- the Roman forces in 

tbe Eaft: and laftly, to rewardihis. conftant fidelity 

in a proper manner, he created him' Auguftus, with 

the advice of his brother Valerian, and his relariort 

.Lucillus. He Ukewife caufed mon^ to be coined; 

:on which the conqiieror of Sapor -WM reprefented 

dragging after him the Ferfi^s loaded with chainf. 

'The promotion of Odenatus was applaiided by the 

whole empire, and is ' mentioned in Hiftwy as the 

beft thing tha Gallienus ever did, Odenatus com- 

- '. municated his new title, and the honours thereuntd 

belonging, to the celebrated Zenobia his wife«' and 

to ^1 his numerous family, of whom we (hall have 

occafion to fpeak more folly. This account (hews 

how linjudly TrebeUius has called. iOdcnatiis ati 

uforper: fince it i« very plwrc,- that he did 'not 

.aflSame the fliprcme honours -ill^ally, "but was 

invefted 'with them by the authority of hithwllo 

had a right to conferihem. ■ -s '- ■ ' ■..-;' 

cmmm , GalBcnuy reaped ' the fturt t^Ottenatus's labowfi, 

^"^^<'°r without giving Kimfelf the leaA ucFfonal trosUe. 

.ifturiM. He likcwife clurafid. the gl«y of them: OdenaWs 

Tn^c^tt gQ„,^„g^ t[,g perfians: but -GaffiBnos trramiihed 

">■ for. the viiftory. It was after tlb:diifeat and deith 

cf Macrian and 'his fons, that the emperor, thinkjng 

hinjfijlf fecure frotn-all future danger, refotved mt 

■ only 
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only to tttum to his former courfe of pleaforrt, 
which chit war had interrupted ; but alfo to give 
a ' magniBcent &aft» as^ a msuk of vidory' and 
peace. 

This ttaumpK was in hfelf ridicukius ; and the 
c^civity 'o£ Valerian rendered it fo indecent and 
ignominious, that ic drew a moft bitter reproach 
upon Gallienus even during the cerempny. Troop* 
of (ham prifoners, that is to fay, of men whom 
nobody knew, dilguifed like Sarmatians, Godis, 
Franks, and Ferfiaos, formed a numerous train of 
Ceeming icaptives, who were Jed on with great pomp 
and pageantry. Some waggs, going up to agroup 
of pretended Perfians, examined tjjcm very atten- 

' tivcly, one after the other, looking eagerly in their 
feces : and when they were afked what they wanted j 
" We are looking, anfwered they, for the em- 

■ ** peror*s father.*' Gallienus, being informed of 
this, was fo nettled at the joke, that he ordered 
the imprudent authors of it to be burnt •, 

His triumph was accompanied with all forts of ^ 
games, races in the circus, hunting in the prefence 
of the people, theatrical entertainments, and com- 
bats of wnallers and gladiatprs Eating, drinking, 
and diverting himfelf, were Gallienus's fole ftudy | 
and all his talk yttsi, " What have we for dinner : 
" What diveriions are got ready ? What play isto 
" be afed ? How miny gladiators arc to fight to 
«day?"- 

Soon^ter his triumph, or perhaps, at the fame g«ii;i!w* 
time, Gallienus made munificent rejoicings , to the wJits 
celebrate the tenth year of his reign, which had y*" "^ "* 
begun with that of lus father. I think I cannot "''°' 
Vol* IX. G , find 

• frtbellim m^t tiit ad- *»y tht ■ triunfh mvfi hav*' 

^Mnhir* hafftn at lit tint* b/ teen ctUhratii tagtihtr, er iht 

tbt ftafti that mrt titita in hifinrian hat miffiacci tht fmS 

thi tenth jtar «f Gallttnui, tf in quifiiim, luhicb, by it's na- 

MoUch •Ml fi>*U fftak imm*£-. tart, mtift' btkitg /# lb»:lTU 

-• Mtlj. Bat tillw thifi ftapt umfb. 
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find a more proper place than this, to menoon two 
puerilities, which Ihew the friTolous and trifling; 
turn of mind of this empetor. 

In the games which he gare to the people, a 
bull of entffmous fize was exhibited, which a 
*• hunter was to engage *eill he kilted it either with 
javelins or arrows. The inexpert hunter fhot t^i 
times at the animal without wounding it. Upcm 
this the emperor decreed him the crown : and as 
the fpe^tKors murmured at his beftowing ^e re- 
ward fo improperly, he ordered the herald to f^U 
out with a kiud voice : *' To mils a bull fo often, is 
" a very difficult thing." 

The other fiory is of the lame ftamp. A mcr- 
chant fold the emprefs falfe jewels inftead of true ; 
and the princefe, extremely incenfed, infifted oa his 
being punifhed with exemplary rigour. Gallienus 
threatened the fellow terribly, ana ordered him to 
be carried into the circus, as if to be expofed to 
a furious Ibn. The criminal expected inftaiic 
death : when thofe that had the cl^ge of him, 
by private orders from the emperor, inftead t^ a 
lion, turned a capon out agunft him. The pec^le 
laughed heartily, and GaUienus did the lame, cry* 
ing out, *» The biter is bit" 

There may, perhaps, be a fort of wit, but cer- 
tainly there is no kind of dignity, in thele jokes. 
What idea can be formed of a f^nce who unufed i 
Kimfelf mth fuch fooleries, whilft every th^g' 
round him was going to ruin ? For, hot to repeat! 
what I have already faid of the plague^ earth- 
quakes, and other calamities, the Barbarians who 
invaded the empire, and the ufurpers who ftarted 
up in it, feemed to have entered into an agreC' 
, ment to tear the ftate to pieces. 

I have already named Kveral ufurpers, but have 
not yet mentioned them all. ^ypt, Afiica, l6u- 
ria, and Gaul, had their feveralpretendcrs to the 
thiiStK. . I Ibidl take another <^)portunicy to fpeak. 

«4 
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of Gaul, vJhich was, not defolatedj but faved, by 
thoTe who rofe up in it againft GaUienus^ and made 
themfelves mailers of, that country. 

In Egypt, Emilian was in a manner forced by immm if. 
the circumftiUiceS of things to affbmc the Imperial pu"^'^' 
purple. He had been i^a:fe»ft of Egypt for fome igypi- 
years, and, as fuch, in confcquence of Valerian's ^"^°".' 
orders, he perfccuted the Chriftiana <£ Alexandria V- **■ 
■ and St Dionyfius their bifhop. Under the reign Eidlvn. 
of GaUienus, being continued in the fame office, ". af". 
he was attacked by a furious fedition, the caufe 
of which was one of the moft trivial that caR 
poflibly be imagined. A flave brag^ng that he 
was better fhod than a foldier he happened to be in 
company with, the foldier grew angry, and beat him'. 
The inhabitants of Alexandria, th« moft feditious, 
the moft reftlefs, and the moft turbulent of aH 
people, took the flave's part : the foidters gathered 
about their comrade, words enfued, both parties 
grew warm» and A fedition was kindled up in an 
inftant. If this fedition be the fame with that of 
which the St Dionyfius I have juft been fpeaking 
of gives us an account, as I am much inclined to 
think *, it was carried to the moft violent height, 
and became a real wat*. All Gommunication be- 
tween the different quarters of the city Was cut 
off, and it was eafier, fays that faint, to go fronl 
one end of the world to the other, than from A- 
kxandria to Alexandria. The ftreets were filled 
with blood. The dead bodies, remaining un- 
buried, exhaled an infe^Kon which corrupted the 
air, and brought on the plague. Emilian endea- 
voured in vain to appeafe the people. They were 
G 2 cxafperated 

•* W. it Tilliwitnt, pudiJ if But ih txaS iatt ef all tbt 

the trdtr ef time, jtint this faSi bcri fpsiin of, are f» 

fedititn Id the reinlt tf Ma- tmcertain, and ft difficult l» 

triti%, luha 'mat ackunolidgtd fix, that it ii ferhipi ai fafi 

itt EgffI en ixt^l ee i» Syria, U/i/itit- the etaia ifrutnu. 
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cxafperaced againft him, and attacked him with 
ftones and darts : upon which the pr£fe£t, to avert 
the imminent danger that threatened him, declared 
himfelf emperor. . He knew that he thould pleafe 
all £^ypt by delivering it from the yoke of Gal- 
licnus, who was hated and defpifed there, as weU 
as in all other places. In e(Fe£t, the people and 
the foldiers immediately re-united to acknowledge 
his fovcreign authority. The other cities bf E- 
gypt followed the example of the capital : or, if 
any of ihem hefitated, Emilian foon reduced them 
by taking poffcflion of the public granaries from 
whence diey drew their fubfiftance. 

He governed the country for fome time with 
prudence and vigour. He vifited Egypt and The* 
bais, and reftored tranquility and good ordet^ 
- wherever he went. He checked the! incorltons of 
the Barbarians, whether Arabs w Ethiopians •, and 
was preparing to carry the war into India, fays the 
hiftorian, that is to lay, into Ethiopia, when he 
' himfelf was attacked by Theodotus, an Egyptian, 

to whom Gallienus had committed the execution 
of his vengeance. Hiftory obferves that the em- 
peror had thought of giving Theodotus the rank 
of proconful : but that he was hindered from it 
by an ancient fuperftition, which prevailed among 
the Romans fo far back as in the times of Cicero 
jtMi. Hifi. and Pompey, and likewife by certain pretended 
jl^^*'''- oracles, which threatened the Republic- with great 
calamities, and promifcd liberty to Egypt, if ever 
"^ a Roman general, preceded by the confular fafces, 
ftiould enter that country with an army. 
bI'^uX"*^ a battle was fought between Emilian and Thco- 
ingoiiwis dolus, in which the former was conquered. M. de 
fliM.'^'Aw' i'illemont fuppofes that, after his defeat, he retired 
tqiiuf mi to Bruchium, a large and beautiful quarter of Al*"- 
l"Jt% anf'ria. and there fuftained a fiege, which is that 
iti:.™.]!. hientioned by St Dionyfius of Alexandria, and in 
which St Anatolius and St Eufcbius, both after- 
■vi-ards 
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wards bifhops of Laodicea, were admired for their 
Ingenious charity in comforting and relieving the un- 
happy befieged, who perilhedwith hunger. 

They both held a very diftinguifhed rank in the 
city of Alexandria, and were intimately connefted 
by the bonds of Chriftjan friendfhip. They were» 
however, feparated on this occafion. Anatolius was 
Diut up in Brudiium; and Eufebius, who remained 
with the Romans, had fome intcreft even with their 
general, who, according to our foppoGtion, was 
Theodotus. Famine began to prey upon the bc- 
fiegaJ, when Anatolius, moved with compaflion for 
their wants and mifery, applied privately to Eufe- 
bius, defiring him to obtain from the Roman gene- 
ral an amnefty for thofe who Ihould leave the city 
■and furrender thcmfelves to him. His requeft be- 
ing ^nted, and a council being held foon after, he 
•immediately jHiopofed furrendering the place, "and 
makmg peace with the befiegcrs. The anfwer was, 
^hat no peace fliould be made. ** If that be the 
*• cafe, replied he, and you are determined to hold 
" out to the laft extremity, it will be prudent to 
*' turn out all ufclefs mouths, who only confume 
" the remainder of our provifions." This advice 
-Was approved ofi and Anatolius, being charged to 
jee it executed, caufed Brft the Chriftians to go but. 
then thofe among the Gentiles, whofc fcx or age in- 
titled them moQ: to pity, and afterwards numbers 
rf others, difguifed like women. Eufebius received 
them like a tender father and a charitable phyfi- 
'ci^n, and furntfhed them with all neceflary food, 
taking care at the fame time not to over-load their 
ftomachs, wc^ened and extenuated by long fafting. 

Whatever may be the precife dace of this edifying Emiiiw ti 
aftion, of which I have thought it incumbent on me "'"'^ "^ 
'not to deprive my readers; Emiltan, who has'^oc- ?-"X 7>. ' 
^cafioned my mentioning it met wth a very melan- "^y- «■ 
choly fate. He was taken by Theodotus, and fent 
■ to Galiicnus, who, treating him as the ancient Ro- 
. G 3 mans 
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mans did the kings and generals that were their pii^ 
■ foners, ordered him to be ftrangle4 in prilbn, 
^^^^ The almoft uninterrupted chain of misfortuftes 
ad. which fell upon Alexandria, To depopulated chat 

|'^_^?^j great city, that, after thefe calamities, the number 
of it's inhabitants from four to fourfcore years rf 
age, was not equal to that, which had ufed to be 
reckoned before of thofe who were between forty 
and feventy. This difference was known by-the r&» 
gifters that were kept for the gratuitoqs ditlributions 
of corn, 
f^'^'of fe- Af"ca likcwife revolted againftGallienus, and had 
^n ii-jt in it's ufurper, though but for a very little while. The 
rr'T'Tr pro'^O'^li^l Vibips Paflienus, and Fabius Pompeianus 
^'. «. ' who was charged with the defence of the frontiers of 
' Lybia, having concerted meafures with the cmps- 
ror's coufin Galliena^ undertook to raifc to the (or 
vereign dignity an 'Old officer named Celfus, who 
had retired from the fervice, and lived in the coun- 
^try. He was admired fox his jize, and efteemed few his 
probity. As the infurreition was fuddcn, the rebeli] 
pot having any purple at hand to ctoath their em- 
peror with, took the robe of thc,goddej» ^orfliip- 
ped at Carthage und^r the namie of Cel^ftis, or 0- 
rania. Celfus only appeared upon, die ftage, and 
was killed at the end of fcven days. After hp 
death, his bpdy was infulted with the utmoft inhu- 
manity ; being thrown to hungry dog$ by the inha- 
bitants of Sicca, wh(;> had remained faithful to Gal- 
UenuE, and who hung his effigy upoo a crofs: a 
new kind of ignominy, r)ever before inflifted »*p™i 
any one who had borne the name of Cafar. 
TttUliUfiBs ii is aftonifhing to what degree- the oace fo nwge- 
titii'o^em- flic title of Rooian emperor was now degraded and 
wmr in I- rfcbafed. Trebeliianus, ah Ifaurian by birth, a rt^ 
f«l^a','»ni ber by profefilon, and juftly called by his eneini« 
ii"°ii 6 ^ *^^P^^'i of thieves, ftiled himfelf emperor, and 
. ' 'caufed money to be coined in his name, with^"^ 
, ^(Jtiitipn of that augull title. Whilft ht; kept toil** 
■ ; ■ ' pioW: 
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mountams, which were inaccdfible to every one ex- 
cept the natives of the country, he was able to de- 
fend himfclf : but Caufiloleus, the brother of TheO- 
dotus of whom we have been fpeaking, betna fent 

r' ift hitn by GalHenus, drew him down into a 
, where he defeated and killed him. 
The incuriions of the Ifaurians did not end with T*" '^'"r 
him. They continued their old praftice of defcend- of «hbMr 
ingfuddenly from their mountains, plundering the 
low country, and carrying off their, booty with the 
Dune diligence to their rorcrcfles. Powerful empc- 
rors trica in vain either to drive them from their 
holds, or to block them up in them. Though rc- 
puUed for a time, they always returned to the charge, 
and itill continued their depredations even after the jimm.Ma,(. 
iwgn of CcMiftantius the fon of Conftantine : fo that ** "*' 
they were in fa£t a fmall ftate of robbers, who fub- 
filted independant of, and at enmity with all others, 
in the middle of one of the fineft countries of the 
Roman empire. They could boalt of antiquity ; for 
their anceftors had carried on the very fame trade iit 
the time of the famous war of the pirates, which 
Pompey ended. An illuftrious Roman general then ^' ,f i*_ 
took the furname of I&uricus, in confequence of his niir. 
exploits againft diem. 

Saturninus ufurped the titles and honours of the ^^S"* 
Imperial power, whilft Gallienus was emperor : but e<n{<cRir,*iid 
we cannot fey in what country he reigned. We on- \:m™^ 
\y know that the army which he commanded, '1-'^°'',*^^ 
cenfcd at the flbameful conduft erf the emperor, raif- hi^*^"^ 
«d his general to the empire. He is feid to have ^"*- ''• 
told the foldiers, whilft they were cloathing him ^' *^' 
with the purple, that they had loft a good general, 
and -made a bad emperor. A fenfible expreflioni 
but which does not leem to have been applicable to 
him. Saturninus was very capable of governing 
well, if he had the qualities which the hiftorian gives 
Urn i (kill in war, proved by his vlftories over the 
^jtftariaJWifingular prudence; uncommon dignityof 
G 4 behaviour i 



^cbv Google 



«6 HISTORT OF THE EMPERORS. 

behaviour; a remarkable mUdnefs and zfhhi]itj o£ 
temper, and at the fime time great ftcadinefs io 
• maintaining difciplineamong the troops.' To this 

fttadinefs, which the Ucentioufnefs of the foldiers 
could "not brook, he owed his ruin. It drew upon 
him their hatred, and he was killed by thcveryper- 
fonswHo had clefted him. 
Jiwurfionief Thc Barbarians, as I faid before, ravaged the 
Ab^ Baita. empire, at the fame lime that the ufurpcrs difmem- 
bered it ; but in the Eaft, Odenatus ftopt and even 
conquered the Pcrfians. In Gaul, Pofthumus, who, 
caufed himfelf to be acknowledged emperor there, 
4S 1 fhall hereafter relate, kept the German nations 
within bounds. The middle of the empire, the de- 
fence of which depended upon Gallieniis, becaufc 
no ufurper had been able to cftablifli himfelf folidljr 
there* iiiffered dreadful calamaties, occafioned by 
tiie Sarniatians, the Scythians, and the Goths, 
Jj\""^" Ic^ly was the firfl: province which they attacked, 
fwavm of \Vhilft Valerian perifhed in Mefopotamia, and Ga\- 
^y^i»o». jjgjjj^ ^y^j yg^ 1^ Qaul, the Scythians or Goths (for 
thefe names are often ufed one for the other in thc 
hiftory of the times we are now fpeaking of) having 
formed a numerous army of the different people of 
their nation, divided their fopces. One part of them 
fell upon Illyricum : the otber penetrated into Italy, 
and put even Rome in danger. The fenate, greatly 
alartrted, had recourfe to luch expedients as were 
within their reqch. To the city cohorts they joined 
the beft and handfomell men among the people, 
vhom they qbligt^d to take arms : by which means 
they aflembled an army fuperior in numbeF to tha 
Barbarians, and which fo tar awed them as to pre- 
vent their apprpaching the capital: but they over- 
r.in all h?.\y, i^nd ravaged it in a molt ftiocking 
, planner. 
t"r!!r'Li,j The other bod.y of Scythians, who had chofen 11- 
fi'S" "> lyricum for the theatre 6f tlieir exploits, entered * . 
ca, and Thraca 

C^" '^ * 2j/?"""; and %ani^rixi rt/ir ihii incitrfiis 'ftbe Gnl>i /» tbt 
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Thrace and MacedonlS^ and even laid iiege to Thef- TnhtU^ae. 
falonica. All Greece, of which that city was the If,/, zi^ai-, 
key, trembled. The Athenians rebuilt their walls, 
which, for near four hundred years paft, had re- 
mained in the ruinous condition to which they were 
reduced by Sylla. The inhabitants of Peloponncfus 
■ . barred their ifthmus by a wall from fea to fek. The 
.Goths could not take Theffalonica, which defended 
itfelf with tolerable cafe againft the Barbarians, who 
did not like the fatigues of a (lege fo well as ravag- 
ing an open country . They fpread themfelves, how- 
ever, over Epirus, Acarnania, and Bceotia, amafled 
a vaft booty there, and then fet out for dieir own 
country *. 

As foon as Gallicnus was infcwmed of the inva- c^i""™ 
lion of Italy by the Scythians, he left Gaul; and ifp^jfj,^ 
there be any truth in what Zofimua relates of a great h> •^ &<»• 
exploit of this prince againft the Gennans, near HjJ^^h^"* 
Milan, it probably belongs to this time. 

. We are not told that Gallienus did any thing to 
drive the Scythians out of Italy. Perhaps ihey had 
left that country before he arrived there. 

He was afterwards obliged to go into Illyricum, 
whither he was called by two wars, the one civil, 
and the other foreign, both carried on ac the fame 
time : thele were, the rebellion of Ingenuus, and 
the hoftilities of the Scythians. We know that he 
conquered Ingenuus in a pitched battle. As to the 
Scythians, if they did not retire voluntarily into 
their own country, but were driven back beyond 

tint af Valiriaw. TrUtlliui plain it aaJtr Ga^enmt t anJtUt 
Ufi arrangtmtut it thai •miich M. dt Tilltm»nt hat friftrrtd. 

• Trtbilliai /ayi that tht litiaa. Bui ai tut find a fti» 
Gttht lutri thtn beam by Ma- yean after a Marcian maiing 
frian; lubich U nsl ahjulklily lUartvigtriufiyagaiiifilbtGiitbi, 
impejjiblt, as that ufurftr did aad bunling than dawn *vtry 
march abtat ibis timf I* tht -wtirf, it ii mat imprahahit that 
miifitr' ports of the tmfiri, in tiua naati fi a»ch alike ntajf 
fwM t/ canauri"^ H/rm Gil- bavi been ttnftutidti. 
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the Danube by the Roman arms, the honourof thae 
advanti^e belongs to Ingeiuius, to Rcmllianus, to 
Aureolus, who were brave warriors, and command- 
ed gredt armies upon the fpo^, rather than to Galli - 
ettus, c^ whom do mendoa is made in faiftory on 
this occafion. 

The defe^ of Macrian^ who foi^ht and was 
Hkewife conquered in Ulyricum, was atib the work 
of Auredus: and I do not fee that any fbare of 
what was done in that country can be given to Gal- 
. lienus, except the cruel vengeance which he took 
rTAn^.- on Byzantium, for which Trebcllius, who relates it, 
%Hot^£. **** **** aiBgn any mouve. But we may conjedurc, 
9w/. aiL-viith fome probability, that the inhabitants of that 
''t^7- dry hul favoured Macrian's paO;^ into Europe, 
and that it was for this reafon that GalUenus, now 
contjueror, treated them as enemies. As the By- 
ttantioes miftrufted him* they at firft fhut theirgates 
againfl: him. .He got admittance, however, upon 
» prom^e of afting with moderation and clemency : 
but the moment he was mafter of the place, he 
bafely broke his word, and cauted both the garrifba 
jind the inhabitants to be maflacred : all were cut 
off.: and at the time, when Trebellius wrote, there 
-was no longer any ancient ^mily in Byz^tium, ex- 
cept thofe of which an accidental abfence, occafion- 
pA either by bufmefs or pleafure, or by their being 
pniployed in the artnies, had faved fomc remains. 

This bloody execution coincides nearly vith the 

liime qf the feafts which Gallienus gave on account 

- of his tenth year. His cruelties againft his fubje£):Sf 

and his pleafures, occupied him alternately ; whilft 

the Barbari^s renewed their incurtions, without bo- 

ipg difcouraged by their former lolfes. 

Tfce i«ur- It is vc^ difficult, not to fay impofflble, to fl* 

fc'ba'iln^ the pFccife dates, and diftinguiih the particular cir* 

(onimu'tdo-cumllances of their different invaftons, which never 

,in| the cealed during allthe reign of Gallienus, Their events 

ftc4i>'«v9. «crc always nearly ahkc, and w^ have no iaiowke^ 
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^ them but throu^ the channel of inaccMnitc 
writers, and ignorant abbreviators, who murder fads, 
and confound names, times, and places. The ge- . 
neral idea that refults from their lame accounts, is, 
that all the provinces of Illyricum and Afia-minor, 
the iOands of the Egseah fea, and Greece iifelf, 
were continually expofcd to the ravages of the Scy- 
thian and German nations, who poured in both by 
fea ^id land, fometimes palling the Danube, fpme- 
times entering by the mouth of that great rjver, 
2nd fometimes croffing the Euxine fea-, and in the 
engagements which they fought, were fometimes 
Tidorious, and fometioies defeated, but never 
daunted pr deftroyed. , We find, in particular, that ^'^/'^''i;'' 
the temple of Diana of Ephefus wis plundered and/rB.A«», 
burnt by the Barbarians \ that ancient Ilium, al- ^"- ^ *"• 
ways unfortunate* fufFered firom them the fame ca- 
lamities as were brought upon it many ages b^ore 
by the Greeks ; that they aUb lacked the city of 
Chalcedon, and reduced it to fo deplorable a condi- 
tion, that, three hundred years after, it ftill retained 
marks of their fury j that all Trajan's conqucfts be- E^n^ip. ^ 
yond the Danube were recovered from ihe Romans, ■*'"''■ ^'^y. 
gnd became again the property of the Barbariaoj. i>« 

The Heruli appear here for the firft time in hi- 
ftory i Syncellus gives us a fort of particular account 
of their expedition. Only I cfannot comprehend 
how he brings from the Falus M^otis, a nation that 
was always German. But be that as it may, th« 
following is his account, with the addition of fomo 
circumftances borrowed from Trebellius. The He* 
ruli lailing out of the P^us Mantis with five huor 
dred veffels, to(Jt. to the right, and made themfelves 
tnafters of Byzantium, and (tf Chrylbpolts, which i^ 
on the other fide of the ftreightS. There they fough; 
9 battle, the fuccefs of which was not favourable to 
them i but did not however hinder them from con- 
tinuing their route. They made defcents at Cyzi- 
(U9, ap4 fevcraj otlier plac?s, which they ravaged. 
■ - The? 
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They likewifc plundered the iflands of Lemnos and 
Scyras j and afterwards, crofTing over into Greece, 
overrun all Pcloponnefus. The cities of Corinth, 
Spnrta, and Argos, were plundered, and Athens 
would have fufFered the fame fate, had it not been 
r"i. Call, for the valour of Dexippus, who, cultivating equal- 
's- ly both Ifarning and arms, was an excellent war- 
rior, as well as a farjious writer. That brave A- 
' thenian, putting himfelf at the head of his country- 
men, waited for the Barbarians in a narrow pais, 
where, aided by the advantage of his fituation, he 
defeated them, and faved his country. In their re- 
treat, they plundered the reft of Greece, Bxotia, 
Epirus, and without doubt The0aly alfo, which laid 
tfmi. in their road. At length, having croffed Macedo- 
nia and part of Thrace, they met, near the river 
Neflbs, the emperor Gallienus, who had marched to 
the affiftance of the invaded provinces. This prince 
gave them battle, and killed three (houfand of their 
men, which, joined probably to other circumftances, 
the particulars whereof are not explained, induced 
the Herulian commander, Naulobates, to fue for 
peace from the Romans, It was, granted him, and 
if we believe Syncellus, Gallienus made him con- 
ful. In this cafe, Naulob.ites muft be reckoned the 
firft Barbarian who arrived at the fuprcme magi- 
firacy of Rome. 
jii*. Co/. Our authors likewife fpeak of another irruption 
-*""' of Barbarians, by the way of Heraclea, a famous 
city of Pontus. The Scythians, having got pof- 
feffion of that important place, over-run Galatta, 
and Cappadocia, and there praftifed their ufu^l ra- . 
vages. The brave Odenatus, whowas juft returned 
from bis feccmd expedition agaJnft Sapor, in which 
he had again befieged, and, according to Syncellus, 
even taken the royal city ofCtefiphon, wanted to 
give Afia it's revenge for the infults of thofe rob- 
bers, as he had put the Haft in a ftate ho longer to 
fear the Perjians. He advanced as far as Cappa- 
docia ; 
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docia : but the Barbarians, not thinking proper to 
wait his coming, haftened back to H?ractea, and 
from thence returned by fea to iheif own country. 
This fwarm might come from the Palus Maeotis ; 
which is probably what has occafioned Syncellus's 
miftake concerning the Heruli. 

Odenatus did not long furvive this new proof of oJw"*"" k 
his zeal" in defence of the Roman empire. This^™^^'' 
worthy prince pcrifhed by domeftic treachery ; and *T"^T' 
Zcnobia his mfe, that famous heroine, is not ex- zembu" 
cmpt from fufpicioni in regard to this heinous l^jj)^* 
crime. Do^ "*" 

Odenatus had by a former wife a fon named He- ^"*- *^ 
rod, whom he was particularly fond of, and prefer- 7?1 Ty. i|» 
red before his other children, born of Zcnobia. He- '*' ■^ 
rod, however, little dcfervcd the affedtions of fuch a 
father as Odenatus. This young prince is known in 
hiftory only by his Afiatic luxury and cfleminare 
manners : and his father, who ought to have check- 
ed that inclination, encouraged it by his blind com- 
plaifance. After his firft viftories over Sapor, he 
made his fon a prefrnt, not only of the concubines of 
the king of Perfia whom he had made prifoners, but 
alfo of all the riches he had amafled in his expedition, 
gold, rich ftuffs, diamonds and jewels Zeriobia could 
not brook the preference which Odenatus gave to 
his eldefl: fon over the children he had by her : and 
it is not improbable that (he joined her rcfentment to 
that of Odenatus's nephew, Masonius, who was cx- 
afperated againft his uncle on a very trifling ac- 
count. 

In a party of hunting, Mieonius, from an over for- zm. 
ward vivacity, was the firlt who (hot ar the beaft \ 
and though forbid by Odenatus, he repeated the 
fame mark of difrefpeft, twoor three times. Ode- 
natus, difpleafcd at his behaviour, ordered his horfe 
to be taken from him i which was a great afiront a- 
mong thofe people % and Mxonius having fuffercd 
his pallioii to hurry him fo far as to threa'cen the 
emperor. 
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emperor, drew upon himfelf at length a more rigo^ 
rous treatment, and was put in irons. He refolved 
to be revenged ; and, the better to fucceed therein, 
he dilE:mbled his refentment, applied humbly to 
Herod, and begged of him to obtain his pardon. 
But he was no fooner fet at liberty, thaa he entered 
into a confpiracr againft his uncle, and againft his 
deliverer^: and laying hold of the Opportunity of a 

*!f' fcaft which Odenatua gave to celebrate his birth day, 
he attacked him in the midft of the joy of the en^- 
tertainment, and killed htm and his fon. This tra* 
gic fcene happened at Emefa, and is placed by Mt 
Tillemont under the year of Chrift 267. 

tvjrf: Ambition was: probably joined With revenge in 

the heart of Msecmius. Odenatus, as I laid be- 
fore, had been declared Augufhis by GallienuSf 
and his fon Herod enjoyed the fame honours. 
Their murderer ufurpcd them, and caufed himfelf 
to be procldmed emperor. But he was fai from 
being capable of replacing Odenatus. His volup* 
tuous life, fpent in continual debauchery, ren- 
dered him extremely dcfpicable, and he was" fowi 
killed by the foldiers who' had elected him. Thus 
Zcnobia reaped all the fruit of MEConius's crime 1 
and this prefumption, joined to that which arifes 
from her jealoufy of Herod, has made her be ac- 
cufed of having entered into the confpiracy of the 
alTalTins of her huiband. It is a pity that To black 
a ftain fhould be found in the life of a princefe, 
otherwife diftinguilhed by the moft (hining talents, 
and who alone hindered the Eaft from feeling the 
lofs of Odenatus. We (hall defer fpeaking more 
fully of her, 'till the reign of Aurehan, who 

■■♦>.* c ' "^^''^ ^^' "P°" f*^""* ^^^ conquered her. In the 

ij. " ■ mean time wefhallonlyobferve, thatZenobia, having 
taking poflcffion of the fovereign power after the 
dcith ot lier huiband, was not acKowledged by Gal- 
lienus ■, that this prince, having loft his friend 
Odenatus, OD whom he bad depended for the 
ma.-iagement 
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jnanagemenc of the irar againft tbe Perfians* and 
far, aven^g. his' fiuher's caufe, faemed to in- 
tend to make a perfooal efibit, and to cake upon 
himfelf the condua <rf"'the affairs of the Eaftj 
that he aflemblcd an army, the command c^ 
which he gave to Heraclian^v^o, inftead c^ making 
war \ip(m the Perlkns, attainted Zenobia, and being 
de&ated by her, vas obliged to return with the 
ihatcercd remains of his broken army. 

The year in which Odenatus pcrilhed was alfo Pofthnm* 
that of the deMh of Pofthumus who reined ievcn ^[IH^"* 
years in Gaul, and who was ^e bulwark of the rai»' jw 
empire in the Weft, as Odenatus had been in the ^^'" 

We have fcen that Valerian, full of efteem for «= ^ti «. 
FfAhumtis, truftcd 10 him the condua of his fon, i^'^,!'" 
and the command in Gaul. Gatlienus, after his f^ >" 
father's difafter, imitated paitly the fame plan, ^^cm- 
ttong obliged to march agamft the Scythians, who <i°"><> 
threauood Rome and defolated Illyricum, he left^Vrr. ' 
in Gaul Valerian Cafar his cldeft foii, who wasV-J-^*^ 
thca rery young: but be fcparated the two em- 
ployments of governor of the prince and com- 
mander of the troops. He committed the guar- 
dianfliip of his fon to Silvanus, leaving to Folt- 
hutnus only the care ,of what bek>nged to the^ 
war.' 

It is not improbable that this regulation difpleafcd 
Pofthumus, aad that his difcontent began to (lar- 
ger his fidelity. What is certain, is, that a mif- 
underftanding arofe between the two depoHtaries of 
the divided authority, and that it foon broke out. 

A body pf Germans having pafled the Rhine, 
. and, acconling to the cuftom of the Barba- 
riaitt, ravaged the Gautilb territtH-ies i Pofthumus 
ftll upon thole tt^bers, defeated them, took away 
thdf booty, and, not without d«fign, diftributcd it 
among his foldlers. Silvanus claimed this booty 
as his right, and ordered it to be &ai to Co- 
logne, 
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lognc, where the prince was. We may judge of th(S 
turbulence of the troops on this occafion, and how 
ill they Cook it that th^ fruits of their vlftory 
fliould be fnatched out of their hands. Pofthumus 
irtflamed matters ftiU more, by pretending that he 
could not help obeying: and when he once faw 
the fire of fedition thoroughly kindled, he thrc* 
afide the malk, put himfelf at the head of the mu- ' 
tineers, and marched in an hoftile manner towards 
Cologne, demanding, with violent menaces, th^C 
the prince and his governor ftiould be dclivertd up 
to him. The foldiers within the city, fenfible of 
their inability to oppofe an army, -preferred their 
fafety to their duty : and Pofthumus no fooner had 
his vi<5tims in his power, than he put them to 
death, and caufed nimfelf to be procbimed Au- 
guftus. 
VBm. Xhis event happened foon after GallienUs's de- 

parture, and feems to belong to the year in which 
he began to reign alone. Valerian was ranked a- 
mong the gods by a decree of the fenate, made 
by order of the emperor, who at the fame time 
gave the .title of Csefar to his fecond fon Saloni- 
nus 
WiUmnof Nothing can be more criminal than the means 
bii govern- by which Pofthumus rwfed himfelf to the fove- 
""" . reign power * : but he exercifed it in fych a manner 
as might be a model even to princes whofe autho- 
rity is founded upon the moft legal title. Uniting 
every civil and military virtue, he rendered the 
people happy at home, and defended them ^sunft 
tbrcigrf enemies. He made difcipline reign in the 
armies, 

* Treittliia than Ptfthnmui hj « h»^, killed VaUrimn Ca- 

«f thi rnofi adimi ibergt in bit Jar, And fu Pajibtimat in hit 

ujurfatien, hy faying, that it place. But ibii ti flaimh 

vjas thi GfiiUi, vihu. not being lb* language »f tbaje voh* 

mbie I* btar GalUtnuti ijicei. vicuU jufiify, »r at Uttfi tx- 

and ttifdeining tt if grttirited tn/e, lie tf/nrfer. 
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armies, juftice in the tribunab, and good order 
and tranquility in all the countries that obeyed him. 
AmtMtion was his only vice: and afur he had 
once attained the height of his wifties, we no longer 
fee any thing in him but what defcrves eftecm. 

Not fatisfied with barely hindering the Germans hu aft<it» 
from penetrating into Gaul, he palled the Rhine in >t>>°" the 
perfon, and built forts at proper diftances from^^"^. 
each other on the territories of the Barbarians, to S' 
keep them in awe even in their own country. What 
is more : we find that after he had conquered thofe 
fierce nations by his arms, he gained their efteem 
and confidence by his virtues ; for they fumiflied 
him with fuccours in the wars he had to maintain 
againft Gallienus, as appears by his having both ^^'*- '^•'''* 
Germans and Franks amcmg his auxiliaries. '' 

I know not whether it was the impoflibillty of The Fnnk* 
committirtg ?licir ufual ravages in Gaul that in-j^^'^H" 
duced Oie Franks to carry their arms into S^in.TiOMl 
That extcnfive country likewife fubmitted to the 
]aws of Pofthumus: but tlus prince not reliding 
there, and being divided between the neceflity of 
iccuring the borders of the Rhine, and of ddend- 
ing himfelf againft the repeated attacks of Gal- 
lienus, he coulid not exund his proteftion and afli- 
ftance to the more diftant provinces. It was bf 
fei that the Franks attacked Spain : for the Ger- ^1^, ,r,a, 
1^0, as well as the Scythian nations, braved the W"*^ '" 
dangers of very long and very hazardous voyages ^, vn. 
in Imall "barks. The Franks of whom I am now *»■ * «»* 
fpeakmg pa&d the Streighs, anddivi{Ung themfelves 
into two bodies, one made a defcent upon Afi'ica, 
and the other upon Spain. Thefelaft advanced as far 
as die Ebro, took Tarragona, and facked that me- 
tropolis of hither Spain in fo terrible a manner, 
that it bore the marks of their outrages an hundred 
and fifbf years after. The rava^s of the Franks 
were not a tranfitory calamity with regard to Spain, 
for dieir defcenta and inroads in that country were 

Vol. IX. H- continuedi 
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continued without ceafing for upwards of fwelye 
years. ' 
daiHcniH Gallienus did not leave Pofthumus in peaceable 
poflhrimui pofleflion of Gaul. He attacked him twice in 
in vain, perfoo : firft, immediately after Macrian ' was con- 
quered ; and the fecond time, two ycars^ after. In 
both thefe expeditions he was accompanied hf 
Aureolas, who, without taking the title of empe- 
ror, kept, as I before oWerved, an army under his 
Tt'^ Gall, command. If GaUienus had been faidifuHy ferved 
'jr. rjr. by him, he WOTjId have remained compleatly con- 
&Zo„. queror: for Pofthumus having been defeated in 3 
general battle, Aureolus, who pretended to purfuo 
him, might, if he had plcalbd, have ovcruken Wm, 
and h4ve made him prifoner. But he purpofely fct 
him efcape, becaufe it was not his intereft thai 
Gallienus (hpuld become too powerful. There were 
therefore other batdcs, and lieges of towns, ia one 
of which Gallienus was wounded by an arrow. The 
cure of his wound was tedious, and prob^ly gave 
him a difguft for this war, in which he likewiie o»t 
with fo much the more and greater difficulties as 
the people were inclined to faivour his cnany. He 
therefore gave it up, and from this time Pofthumitt 
governed Gaul as quietly, as if he had been i^a 
lawful fovereign. 
viaoritaui. In the war againft Gallienus he had n^eived im-^ 
irp^flhli*- portant fervices from Viftorinus, whom, if we be* 
m»,. lieve Trebcllius, he had even ahbciittcd with him- 

^'^r'"' felf in the government, and taken for his coil^ue. 
r/r. 6, ' But it feems to us, fcarcely probable, thfS ^S* 
humus, who had a fon, on whom he conferred the 
titles of CetSix and Auguftus, fhould grant the 
fame hftipurs to a ftranger, to ro^ce him thereby 
his rival and that of his ion. We rather ximk 
that Viftorinus afted under Pofthumus as his pin- 
cipal lieutenant, and did not affume the power «C 
fovereign 'till after his death. ■ 

' -Pofthumus 



:t,'GqogIf 



G A L L I E L OS. ■fiOOK XXVI. 99 

Pofthumus ■ enjoyed an unterrupted tranquility foo^umu. 
for three years. But ufurpfrs feldom end thfirb;J^^n, 
days in peace: their own example is turned a- «'•'''''' •?■• 
gainft theipfelves. LoUianus *, or Lelianus, think- "ry^X 4? 
ing himfelf not Icfs worthy of the empire than s- ^ ^T 
PoftHtimus, revolted, arid, though conquered in "^'^' 
battle, occafioned the^ ruin of his conqueror. For 
Pofthumus's foldiers infiftingftrongly upon plun- 
dering the cityof Mentz, which Had entered in to the 
rebellion, and not being able to obtain the confenc 
of their chief, to whofe charafter and principles, 
fiicli violences were no ways fuited; the whole 
army nnitinied, and killed him and his fon. 

Pofthumus reigned fcven years, and was killed in Some p«rti- 
llrc beginning of the year of Chrift- 267. Befides J"]^j^"^|^i, 
Gaul, he kept, as I faid before, Spain under his of tbem. 
laws, and it is probable that Britain likewife obeyed '^'""^ 
him. "'Ganl then fet the example to thofe two 
neighbouring provinces, and the three together 
formed a kind of detached department, which, 
when the empire was afterwards divided among 
feveral princes, often became the particular lot of 
one of them. The origin of Pofthumus was ob- 
fcore: his merit was what raifed him. He had been 
once conful before he ufurped the imperial power j 
ind during his reign he affumed three confuKhips : 
but neither of thefe laft is marked in the Fafti^ be- 
■ caule they were not acknowledged at Rome, which 
obeyed Galiienus. 

The fon of Pofthumus, who bore the fame name 

with himfelf, is known in hiftory only by the titles 

of Cjcfar and Auguftus, which he received from 

H 2 his 

• M. TiUement dipnguifift tU Jingle U/piui Cornelms Lor- 

a LoiUanui, a L. MUaiau, lianui, •whofi laft nami he 

and on j^livntu i and make! thittkt has bein altired ihrtugb 

Ihrtt ujkrferi of ibea, M. de tht ignorance of authari or tran- 

ValMi ( Meet. »f lb* academy ef fcribirt, and ibii opinion fitm, 

B^lhi ietiret. T*/. 2. ?. 585.; to mc the moft tligible. 
rtducti tbejt tbrtt friiKtt t* 
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hip &ther« and by his fatal death, which he proba- 
Trii.Tr. bly met with whca but a youth. It is latd, that 
^'' *" he was eloquent, and that fome of his declama- 
tions have been judged worthy of a place among 
thofe which are auribcd to Quintilian. 
Lkww-" Upon the death of Pofthumus, Gaul did not 
MEcdcm- fubmit to GallienuS} but, violently agitated by 
j^^r the powerful contending parties, it had no lefs than 
four princes or ufurpers in the fpace of one year. 

Lxlianus took the advantage of his conqueror's 
misfortunes. The troops who had killed Pofthu- 
mus could not take any ftep more fuited to their 
interefts, than to proclaim him emperor on whom 
their late matter had made war. La:lianus then 
, entered into poffeffion of the prerogatives of the 
imperial power 5 and he muft have enjoyed them 
fome months, as he is laid to have repaired the 
Tyt\^6 catties which Pofthumus had built beyonil the 
&7.'' Rhine in the country of the Barbarians, and which, 
upon the news of his death, were taken and de- 
moliflied by the Germans. 
kiii!'^'""' Vidtorinus, who had enjoyed- the; principal au- 
andti.ic'« thority under Pofthumus, could not bear to fee 
hipkcE. Lseiianus ufurp his fpoils. It is probable that he 
likev?ife tampered with fome of the troops, and 
that having prevailed upon them to proclaim him 
emperor, he attacked Lxlianus, defeated, and killed 
him. 
^ifihimftif He was very capable, by his talents and his 
dJIk wh^ many virtues, to fupply the lofs of pofthumus, 
numhehid and to fettle the ftate of Gaul, at leaft for a time. 
>UM. Q^^ lingle vice proved his ruin. A contemporary 
- writer exprelted himfelf on this fubjcft in the fol- 
lowing manner : " I find no prince, faid that aii- 
" thor, preferable to Viftorinus : neither Trajan 
« for .military merit, nor Titus Antoninus for 
*' clemency, nor Nerva for the qusdities which 
" procure refpeft, nor Pertinax or Severus for 
*' fteadinefs in command and exadnels In maintain- 
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"■ ing military difcipline: But his debauchery ■ 

*' and unbounded paffion for women effaced en- 

" tirely all this glory in him : and it is improper 

'* , to praifc the virtues of a prince whofc death is 

*» looked upon by every one as a juftly deferved pu- 

** nifliment." Viftorinus ufed violence to fatisfy his 

brucality ; and after feveral exceffes of this kind, 

a . fubaltern officer of one of the courts of juAice, 

i^ofe wife he had abufed, formed at \a& a confpi- 

racy againft him, and aflaflinated him at Cologne. 

Vidorinus not dying inftantly of his wound •, by the 

advice of his mother Viftoria or Viftorina, he 

named bis fon Cxfar before he expired. But he 

tE^eby only haftened the deftru£tion of that fon, 

vbo was murdered by the troops immediately after 

the death of his ftther. They were both buried 

near Cologne ; and on their fmall tomb was only 

the f<dlowing dilhonourable Jnfcription : ** Here lyo 

** the two Viftorini, who were ufurpers. 

Vi&ona was a woman of an encerprizing fpirit, viOom ti* 
and had been decorated, probably by her fon, with ^!^ «* 
the titles of Angufia, and of mother of the camps cut, T.^ 
and armies. Inftead of fetting up for the vacant ^^^^ 
emjHre herfelf, by which Ihe would perhaps only ^ror, ^ ' 
have fliewn her ambition, without fuccecding in the 't^^^^f 
attempt, Ihe chofe rather to give it to another, thm d>p. 
Her choice fell upon an ignoble fubjeft, whom Zr^*' ''',• 
Jljc doubdefs h^d, for that very reafon, to go- i'',^. 
vcm the more eafily. She caufed one Marius, by £^' t.^' 
trade an armourer, and afterwards a foldiec, wlu) 
had advanced himfelf in the fervice by his valour, 
to be' ekfted. This adventurer well deferved his 
fortune, if it be true that he was the fame Ma- 
tius, who, according to Aimonius, conquered and 
tilled Chrocus king of the Alemanni, the author and 
H 3 condudor 

1 Jlcd omnia liasc libido Sc »iMiite ejus in litteras mitiere, 
QipiSius mulierari^ voluptatis quern conlbi cunniuin judicis 
, jg perdidi^t "t I'C'i'o audeaj mciuiiTe ptmh-i. frt6. 
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conductor of a violent irruption into Gaul, -and of 

a thoufand outrages committed by the barbarians 
rrii'i. whom he commanded. Trebellius {ays nothing of, 
this remakable tranfaftion, but contents himfelf ' 
with giving the fpcech -which Marius made after 
his election, and in which, far from bluftiing it 
the meannefs of his former condition, he makes a 
boaft of it, prides himfelf in having always hand- 
led iron, and extols his hard and laborious life far 
above the effeminacy of Gallicnus. He reigned 
but three days, at die end of which he was killed by 
a foldler who had formerly, worked in his fhop, - 
and for whom the new emperor had fliewn feme 
fcorn and contempt. The exafperated ibldicr ran 
him through with his fword, (ayiog by wiy of in- 
fult ; « This fword is one of thy own- making."- 
Surprizing things are telaled of riia -ftrength of 
body of this Marius, whole fingers are laid to have 
been as hard as the iron i^on which he employed' 
them. ■ ' '■■ ■..■/: 

TttriOT" By the death of Mariuf, Vi(5toi-ia did- not lofe 
-"'^''ft'td ^'' *^'"^'^i^ ■ ^^ even-.preftrvcd it lb- far*ns' to be 
• Thi'dejih ' able to niake another emperor. But fhe -fiow 
*fj'^^"^' pitched upon a perfon more capable than - the 
7>r. '14,1s. former, to procure refpeft and obedience.' Slie caft- 
%f^p ^'^'' ^y^^ upon Tetficusj her relation, a Roman fe- 
^H/W. ^-ff, nator of illuftrious birth, and who -was thengover-' 
nor of Aquicain. Tetricus, being elefted by the- 
foldiers, atfumed the purple with the tiHtof Au-" 
guftus. ax. Bourdeaux, and gave that' of Csefa'r^ 
to his fon. The ftate of Gaul began to rcfume 
a regular form under this prince, who reigned 
there fix years, 'till he was conqilered by Aure— 
1 ian, as we fhall hereafter relate. ViSlbria died a 
confiderable time before the fall of Tetricus, She 
enjoyed the honours of thefupreme rank as long 
as fhe lived. Money was coined at Treves, marked 
with her head and panje. But all this pomp and 
- fplcfldor was of fliort duration : for death, either 
■ natural. 
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tiatura!!, or, as fome third;, haftened by violence, 
buried all her grahdair in the tomb. 
- I return- to GalUenbs, of whom rfie. reader will <'»"'"'"> 
obferve that little has been faid in the hiftory of his iK^"cum^., 
reign. Wc left him in Illyricum, conqueror of the " it^yH" 
■Heruli, with whom he made peace. He afterwards lu^^ Uo hid 

- attacked the Goths, who over-ran that country, and ?■■"'' ''''"- 
■over whom he gained fome advantage. But at the Trd^'c^u'.' 

fame time he received the difagreeable news of the U- ? ,'♦• 
revolt of Aureolus, whom he had left in Italy, near "'" 

■ Milan, to watch the motions of thofe who had the 
upper hand in Gaul, and to prevent their palTmg 
the Alps. 

Aur^olus, as we have feen, affefted independance 
almoft from the beginning of Gallienus's reign. 
Though at the head of an army which acknowledged 
no other orders than his,he had feconded the emperor 
in his war againft Pofthumus : but at the fame time 
he indeed broke his fidelity towards him, and hinder- 
ed him from conquering. Remaining in Italy, 
whiift Gallienus went to fight the Barbarians in 11- ■ 
lyricum, he grew tired of his equivocal fituadon, 

■ which was a kind- of middle ftate between the fub- 
jedt and the fovcreign ; and to unite the title to the 
reality of power, which laft" he already pofleffed to 
s great degree, this obfcure upftart, by birth a Da- Z'"'r.rrii. 
cian, and by his firft profeffion a ftiepherd, caufed '' "'"' 
himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by his foldiers. 

This news obliging Gallienus to leave Illyricum, iwaiciOTand 
he left there Marcian and Claudius, two brave and ^^"„Trflo. 
experienced officers, to command in his Head. " o"" /i^e 
They did their duty well againft the Barbarians, i^j-^u'^" 
whom they conquered, and reduced to fuch diftrefs, ^"t.*^""' 
that they thought they fhould be happy if they could sj'af 13' ' 
but get back with fafety to theirown country. Claud ius 

- was for piirfuing and utterly extirpating ihem : but 
Marcian, who had other views, oppofed this advice, 
and thereby gave them an opportunity of returning 
Ibon after with greater force than they had ever be- 

H 4 fore 
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fore brought againft the empire. -Claudius and 

Marcian having driven the Barbarians out of lUyri- 

cum, rejoined Gallienus, not to ferve him, but K> - 

take away his empire and tu3 life. 

They rejoin They found that prince bcfieging Milan, where 

^"df T« Aureolus, after being dcfcMed in a battle, Iwd ftuc 

him Thit himfelf up. They entered into a confpiracy with 

fchVifc "^ "-^^ Pretorian prefect Hcraclian, who was returned 

TMi. Gao. from the Eaft j and they agreed together that they 

z1? zoN o^^gli^ ^ deliver the republic from an emperor, 

^rti. yia. whole conduit loaded it with Ihame and infamy. 

Murf. Some fay that they were induced to take this refolu- 

tion from an apprehenfion of danger to themfelves ; 

and that this apprehenfion was artfully raifed by 

Aureolus,. who caufed a lift to be thrown into the 

camp of the bcficgers, conuining the names of the 

principal oCBcers of the army* as perfons marked 

out for death by Gallienus. This report may have 

been fpread by the friends of Claudius, who wanted 

to make him appear lefs criminal, and in fome mea- 

' fure to clear him of the ftain of having confpired 

againft his lawful prince, from whwn he had never 

received any thing but favours. Trebcllius goes 

S'L'rf''' f'"'''*^''' ^"^ formally denies that Claudius had any 

. " ■ ^' fhare in the death of his predcceflor. But in this he 

is convicted of flattery, both from the want of prq- 

babiiity in what he relates, and by the contrary te- 

ftiraony of other writers. His plea in favour of 

Claudius, is the very plea of Claudius himfelf, who 

concealed his intrigue,whowantednot to bethought 

t'le murderer of Gallienus, and who, having had 

the addrefs.to procure an opportunity of abfenting 

himfelf, was at Ticinum, now Pavia, when that 

prince was killed before Milan. 

pia. Efir. The three chiefs of the confpiracy fecm Ijkcwifc 

to have fettled among themfelves the choice of a 

fuccefibr ro Gallienus. Neither of them wanted for 

ambition : but the fiiperioricy of Claudius's merit 

determined them in his favour j whether from efl?em 

^ . fw 
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ftr him, or becaofe they forefaw the difficulty of 
uniting the fuffrages of the foldiers in favour of any 
other, we fhall not pretend to fay. 

When the plan was formed and fettled, they 
pitched upon one Cecrops, who commanded the 
Dalmatian horfe, to execute it 3 which he did in 
the following manner. While Gallienus was at 
table, or according to others, in bed, a falfe alarm 
was given him, purporting, that the befieged were 
makmg a vigorous lally. This prince had courage, 
as I have more than once obfervcd. He ftartcd up 
immediately, and, without waiting 'till he was com- 
pleatly armed, or even ftaying for his guards, he 
mounted his horfe, and rode, flighdy attended to- 
wards the place which had been pointed out to him. 
As he was going on, Cecrops himfelf, or one of his 
men, ftiot Gallienus with an arrow, through the^ 
back. The emperor fell from his horfe, and thofel 
about him carried him to his tent, where he died a 
few hours after. 

The flatterers of the family of Conftantine, which 
derived it's principal Iplendcw from Claudius, have 
here invented a new rable. They tell us that Gal- 
lienus, finding his end draw near, fent the imperial 
ornaments to Claudius. A fuppofition manifeftly ■*'''• '''•'• 
abfurd : Gallienus having at that very time a brother 
who was Auguftus, and a fon who was Ctefar. 

The one was named Valerian, and the other Sa- v.ier-™mi 
Joninus ; and they were both killed by thofe whofe Sai™;™.. 
interefl: it was to extinguifh the imperial line. Ciau- ^a t™fo» 
dtus, who ought to be looked upon, as the author"^'?''"'"™'. 
of their death, affeded to confer the laft honours «" him?"' 
ppon Valerian, and to raife a tomb to him near Mi- T'^- '^"ju 
Ian, upon which was engraved his name with theG*i/.'i4. » 
title of emperor. Saloninus periflicd at Rome in I"'"- '• 
the commotion we are going to fpeak of. Neither 
of thefe princes did anything memorable; nor are 
they fcarcc mentioned in hifl:ory but on account of 
thfir -death. It is only obfervcd, that Valerian did 

not 
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not approve of ?iis brother's diffolute manhen. All 
elfc that we know concerning him, that is to fay, 
his advifing Gallienus to create Odenatus Auguftus, 
fpeaks moderation and folid lenfe. 
Durstion of GallicHus reigned fifteen years, if we reckon from 
nign'!""^ the time when he received the title of Auguftusj 
but only eight from that in which the captivity of 
his father put him in full poiTeffion of the imperial 
power. He was killed in the nionWi of March of 
the year of Chrift 268. All his poftcrity * did not 
perilh with him ; for fome of his delcendants were 
living at the time when Trebellius wrote. 
Si'prfhi'" ^'^ death occafioned murmurs amongthe troops. 
M ufurp^r. They had hated and defpifed him whilft Uving, and 
Sa^"e '' ^'^^^ ^^ "35 dead they heaped praifcs upon him : 
ptror. hoi from any alteration in their fentiments concern- 
rrii.GsiL inghim; but from their uRial greedinefs of pIiMidei*, 
which they hoped to fatisfy by taki^ig this opportu- 
nity to i^ife frelh difturbances.' Intereft was the 
fole motive of their complaints, and intereft paci- 
ried them. Twenty pieces of gold which Marcian 
promifcd to each of the foldiers, imipediately rehdcr- 
ed Gallienus what they had always thought himi 
they declared him an ufurper, and unanimoufty 
tlefted Claudius emperor, 
AiRoms, At Rome, the news of the death of Gallienus 
orcTfii^™! w^ received with fuch tranfports of joy as bordered 
iiioided ev'cn upon madnefs. The fenate and the people 
'(^d^cTiaf! united in loading his memory with curfcs. His mi- 
tetwBtd) nifters and relations were the viftims of the public 
'X^^tbl hatred. The- mob fell upon them, threw them 
gojsby Of. from the^top of the Tarpeian rock, a:nd treated therr 
f,'at. '"' dead bodies with the utmoft ignominy. Thewhole 
W""'- f^^- city was in a flame : and Claudius, now emperor. 
Was obliged to exert his authority in order to ^op 
the riot, of which he feared the confcquences. He 

fent 

• Trihelliut dot! not explain ar ptrhapi vit eKght t« tmitr- 
hhnfdf any farther. Perhapi jiand bim ai /peaking ef thi 
Salomnui Uf I Jamt infant thild: fprtty ofGaUiinm'ibratbu. 
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fent orders to fpare the friends and family of Gal- 
lienusi and carrying his policy beyond all bounds 
M decency and reafon, he infiftcd that this prince, 
if/ho had difgraced hilmaniry, fhould be ranked 
among the gods. As he forefaw that the fenate 
■irould be extremely unwilling to pafs fuch a decree, 
he availed himfelf of the power of the foldiery, 
whofe difpofidons he again changed, fo far as to 
perfuade them to demand divine honours for the 
Very man they had but juft before declared a vile 
tiiui-per. The fenate thereupon ordered the deify- 
ing of Gallienus ; joining ignominy to facrilege, 
ind prophaning at the fame time the Majeftyof the 
Supreme Being, and the glory of good princes, of 
whofe, virtue this honour had been the reward. 
' I knov not whether any thing can be more capa- 
We of vihfy'mg aUhuinan praife, and of rendering 
it defpicabk, than to fee it thus proftituted upon 
fuch a prince as Gallienus. We have a monument s^/^y™./. 
of this wretched adulation ftill fubfifting in a triumph- ^'":'f''" . 
al arch ereiSed to his honour, the infcription oiv^i.iy.'^' 
which imports, that his invincible valour was I'ur- 
pafled only by his piety : cujus - invrSia virtuj fold 
pietate fuferata eft. What valour, what piety, were 
chofe of Gallienus, who, on one hand, minded no-r 
thing but luxury and plcafure, and, on the of her, 
■was the moft ungrateful and moft unnatural fon,!i.it 
■ever exifted ! ' '^ 

' Whilft altars were cfeiScd to Gallienus, his death 
Tcmained unrevenged. " Strange incorififtency ! But 
"thofe yiho made Jiim a god, -were the very pcrfons 
"who had killed him. 

' It is no wonder that GalKertus was as much hated ciiiien«. 
as he was defpifed. To the ftiameful vices of in- ^.'^™''"«^ 
■dolence, effeminacy, and every kind of debauchery, h«tfui by 
he added cruelty. Befidesthe example we 'have al- rtT/'c"/' 
ready given of this, the hiftorian of his life afllires ii!& is." 
-in, that he often ordered three or four thoufand 
"tbldiers to be maflacred at one?. This was his way 

of ■ 
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of appearing the feditions, which the vUenefs oi his 
behaviour frequently occafioned. 
He would The fenate had a particular motive of hatred 
"™tor) w againft him. This prince, who was even fen0blc 
feiLvtinthe himfelf that he debafed the throne, was jealous of 
^rt. yis. every man of merit : and feeing tyrants and ufurpers 
rife on alt fides, he thought he took a wife precau- 
tion in excluding the fenators from all military em- 
■ ploymencs ; left the fplendorof their dignity, back- 
ed by the command of an armed force, Ihould raife 
their courage, and 'at the fame time facilitate to 
them the means of invading die fovereign power. 
Thus .this auguft allembly, which had furniflicd the 
ftate with all it's generals and commanders ever fince 
the foundation of Rome, loft chat glorious preroga- 
tive: and inftead of uniting, as it had always done 
before, military merit to the legiflative power, it 
was reduced to the fole civil functions of the govern- 
ment, not lefs ufeful indeed, though lefs brilliant 
than the other. This gave rife to a diftinftion never 
before heard of among the Romans. The civil 
and th« military began to form two feparate bodies, 
from either of whicli there was no tranfition to. the 
dther. 

This innovation highly incenfed the fenators : and 
they revenged themklves, as we have leen, upon 
the memory of Gallienus, and upon his family. But 
ar, habit of eafe and quiet has bewitching^ charms. 
They foon grew ufed to it : and though they might, 
without the lead difficulty, have obt^ed from the 
fucceeding emp«-ors, fomc of whom were truly va- 
luable princes, the repeal of this prohibition (^ Gal- 
lienus i they preferred the tranquility they enjoyed, 
to the dangers of ww and the ilorms of fedition, and 
fecmed to take for their motto, Lefs feme but mere 
fecurity. 
2^^7o^. AH orders of the ftate were diflati&fied with Gal- 
flw' •e'|n« lienus. The Chriftians alone had reafbn to fpeak 
«)»u. " well of hinj. As foon as he was matter of the em- 
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pire, he ftopped the perfecution which his father 
had raifed ^^nft them, and ordered the burying 
grounds and rel^ous places of which they had been 
difpoj&fled, to be reftored to them. It would be 
hwj to aOign the motive that rendered him thus 
favourable to theChriftians : but one may, perhaps, 
not uoreaibnably conjedhire, that his hatred of Ma- 
crian, who, all powerful under Valerian, had re- 
volted almoft immediately after his mafter*s misfor- 
tune, induced Galfienus to proteft thofe to whom 
.that minifter, and afterwards ufurper, was a declar- 
.ed enemy, to deftroy his work, and to calm the 
perfecution of which he was the author. 

We may eafily judge that learning did not flourifli If,^"f,^ 
under fo unfettled -and violently difturbed a reign. flounHiLiig 
^The Mufes delight in peace, and are filenced by the JJ^*^*"" 
<iin of arms. Not but that the prince courted them 
perfonally, and wrote as well as his contemporaries 
in profe and in verfe, though only upon trivial fub- 
jcfts. His efteem for the fine arts irifpired him 
with an afFedtion for Athens, which had always been ^^^_ q^ 
their habitation and center. Full of this idea, he ti. 
infifted on being made a citizen and firft magiflrate 
of that city, and on being ranked among the Areo- 
pagites. V^n and trifling cares for a prince tc^ be 
ukea up with, whilft his dominions were falling to 
rain! liaythelame, and with ftiU greater reafon, 7'/'«it.G«ffi. 
of th? favour he was difpofed to grant to the Plato- %',^u, pit- 
■nic philbfopher Plotinus, whofe brain was filled with '^"''■. '"• 
"wild and lingular notions, and who deferves lefs to *""'' 
be efteemed for the elevation of his thoughts, than 
to be defpifed for his idle turn of mind. Plotinus > 
had taken it into his head to realife the ideal iy- 
ftcm of Plato's Rcpublick : arid GalUenus was ready 
to alTifl: him in that chimera, by rebuilding for him 
a city in Campania, which the philofopher was to 
govern according to the Platonic laws. Some jea- 
lous courtiers, lays Porphyry, difiuaded the emperor 

tfom 
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from executing this defign. Thel-e needed only 
common fenfe to make him rejedt it. 

We fee by this, that the pi^KdHqn. wfuch Gal- 
lienus granted to learning was ©f a piece with die 
reft of his vain, capricious, and efitrainate charac- 
ter : and therefore it is no wonder that, thwarted as 
it alfo was by the difficulty of the tiines, it never 
produced any folid benefit. We know ot very few 
works, except thofe of Plotinus, that were compo- 
, fed during this reign : atid if we regret thelofs of 
any of thofe which we find quoted by other writers, 
it is only becaufe they might have thrown Ibmc bghc 
upon the hiftory of ihefe times. There is, accor^- 
Tl^'^fbi- ing to Cafaubon, in feverallibrarics, a treatife upon 
Cafiui. the machines of warufed by the Ancients, the au^ 
thor of which, one Athenaeus, .a Byzantine, feems lo 
have been thd engineer of that name who was em>- 
ployed by Gallienus, with his countryman Cleoda- 
mus, to fortify the towns <rf Thrace and Illyricum, 
which were expofed to the incurfions and attacks of 
the Scythians. 
The reign No feign is fuller than that of Gallienus, of eventt 
I, fjli^f'^l which are interwoven with each other, and of which 
tttwovcn the complicated narrative" forms a kind of labyrinth, 
H™"thcr not eafy to be purfued. I doubfthe reader will have 
may be perccivcd it but too much, notwithftanding the clue I 
)i>me"clt'° have endeavoured to lend him. The method I have 
■ ' followed in order to throw fome light upon the fub- 
jeft, has been to divide the general objeft nearly 
into three parts, one of which comprehends what 
pafTed in the Eaft, and efpecially the exploits of 
Odenatus -, the fecond, what relates to Gaul and the 
adjacent provinces; and the third, the troubles and 
wars of the middle countries, whether occafioned 
by incurfions of the Barbariahs, or by the rebelli- 
ons of ufurpers. Gallienus himfclfafted nowhere 
but in Italy, Illyricum, and Gaul. He had fcarce- 
ly any more Induence in the events of the other 
parts of the empire, than if ha had not been em- 
peror^ 
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pcror. The ccHnnwtions in Egypt and Africa, are 
a kind of detached events, and have little coene^ioa 
with the reft. 

This whole period of hiftory would be very in- The ofur- 
tereffing, if any account of it had been tranfmitled ^e'd''u,^ 
to us by a good hand. Never were fecn fo miny ^y" "'e>, 
viciRitUdes, fo many revolutions, nor, I will venture Tu meo"^ 
tofay, fomany talents and fo many virtues at any one ""''- 
timp. Almore all the perfons known in the hiftory of 
the reign of GaJlfenus ondar tfie name of tyrants, or 
ufurpers, were men of merit, fkilled in the art of 
war, perfeflly capable of conducing gnat affairs, 
and often eftimable alfo for their moral virtues. 
Odenatus and Pofthumus are proofs of this. It is 
an old obfervation, that times of trouble and con- 
fuGon are the moft favourable to talents. No asra 
in the Roman hiftory was more fruitful of great 
men, than the latter times of the republic, and thofe 
of Gallienus : nor did France ever produce fo many 
heroes at once, as during her wars with the Englilh, 
under Charles VII. and during the fury of thofe for 
which religion was made the pretence. In fuch 
melancholy times merit pierces eafiJy, becaufe it is 
greatly wanted j apd it acquires perfeftion, by ftrug- 
gling with difficulties. Such is the deplorable con- 
dition of the human race! Men muft be wretched, 
before the talents which do them the greateft honour 
can find a field wherein to difplay themfelves. 

Trebellius, in writing the hiftory of the ufur- Their nnw-, 
pers that arofe under the reigns of Valerian and ^'* 
Gallienus, fixed their number at thirty, from a 
fancy for which I Ihall not pretend to affign any 
reafon ; and to complete that number, he included 
in it Odenatus, whofe promotion was legal ; a former 
. Valens, who revolted under Decius ; children, whofe 
^e could not permit them to aft fcenes of this 
nature i and two women, Zenobia and Viiiloria, 
He was laughed at for inferting women in a cata- 
logue of ufurpers : upon which, to fatisfy his cri- 
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tics, and at the fame time keep to his favourite rium- 
b^r 9f ciur^t he afterwards adided two other ufurpers, 
the dne prior, and tKe other pofterior to Galiienus; 
the former having rebelled in the time of Maximin, 
and the latc« vCtbat of Claudius. If we examine 
things properly, we Ihall find under Galiienus eigh- 
teen ufurpcrs, including, Zenobia.> whole boldnc& 
and ambition btitle her to a place among that fee 
of reftlels mortals. I have reckoned them up ac 
the end of the Ftindpal Events of this reign*. 

• P«ge 60. 
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BOOK XXVII, 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS of the Riigh 
Of 

CLAUDIUS II. 

SURNAMED 

The GOTHIC. 



Patzrhus II. ^ 

•■••.* Marinianvs. * 

Qaudius, proclaimed emptror by the troops, is 
acknowledged oa the twemy-fouith of Mmh by 
iheleaate. 

He defeus Aureolus, vho is killed by the Ibl- 
diers of the viftorious army. 

The Alamanni be^en by Claudius according to 
Aurelius ViSnr, near the lake of Gavda. 

Claudius goes to Rome, where the juffice and 
Biildaefs of his government is admired. 



"VL S.\iiiit.tn%CtAVoius Augustus II. *;c,''rfj; 
Pater Nus. 

Vflt. IX. I The 
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The Goths, with an army of three hundred 
and twenty thouland Bghting men^ and a fleet 
of two thoufand lail, ravage the empire by fea 
and by land. 

Claudiu« ga)ns a great vjftaryo^cr tibm near 
Najfliis, M>w NQIa jn Servla> He purlues thein, 
with a refolution to extirpate them. 

Zenobia ftizes upon Egypt. 

The B^udfs in Gaul befi^e and take the dty 
rf Autuo. 

II, Antiochianus. 

'* Orfitus. 

The^maifrt of the'Goths are deftroyed in the 
pafles of mount Hxmus by pcftilence and fii- 
mine. Thofe that e£:aped were either incorporated 
among the R^man troops, or employed in works 
pf agriculture. 
, Cenforious i^ proclufHcd emperor by a body of 
mutinotis •ti'oo^Sr and kilM ft^en days 'after by 
thole who had elected him. 
Oaudius dies of theplague at Sirmium, towards> 
.. the month of j^rif^ 

Usurpers under CLAUDIUS It '. 

i A». CL-i0DI0S CeWsOrihits. • , ^ 

Tetricus inGauL 
■ Zs!n'(^bia intheEatt, ■ ,(. 
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'&EC T. T, 

IVbdt is known ef the origin, and family of OaU' 
di^s U. yHij. firji ■ n>,,. His atf^sH to . the 
• tbroHp, the ■ only fiain in his life, ■ He was iit etbtr 
Tgffeits a good and £reat pritue. - Tbf.fettate ac- 
knowledges bitn with, Joy. Aureelus jgnquered and 
ailed. A great vi^ory gained ever tkeAlamanm. 

■ <2laudius goes to fiome. Wifdom of bis govern- 
ment, "the empire torn in pieces, and attacked on 
all Jdis, The Goths ravage the jRaman territories 
Vfitb an drmj ef sbree hundred and twenty tbpu- 
fand fighting nwH, and a _ feet of, two tbonfand 
fail. Claudius gains a great viSlory over them^ 

. flwd extirfates them entirely. -AureHap and ^iny 
tillus -mre ei^lqyed. in tht^ war. .it tan hardly 

■ bejQUbted bnf tb^ -C^u^ius wou(d bftveftthdued 
-Zenma. oM ^etrieus), if he ^bad t^ed.. , But be 

diis-.at Sirnium. ■ Br.^fe 'of this pina. Honours 
paid to [bii memeryj,_ . C^enfmnus, an ufurper, 

.E. have already ,hs«i ftequens pccafion to 

mention Clau^ios, befpce he wis raif^d to 
. the eppffe. , Jt will be proper now:tq make the 
readerbetter, acquainted with him. , , ■ 
. His naoies were \^. .Aurelius Claudius; towhitii 
yhich are-rometiihes\ad4?d thofe of V^rius and 5,",°^^ "J 
\Elavius. tiiftory calU- him. Claudius 11. a« being »ndf«niiy 
the fecond emperor of that name : and he is alio jjuj^l"" 
furnamed the Gothic, on account of a great vidory •mum.' 
which he gained over ihfe OothJ. 

I 2 His 
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*»*>«-'■ His ori^ U littfc Wnowni uid all tKat we can 

VX.'^. lay of il wtth any certauity, is thac he was born ia 

lUyrioim. We are not todd vfao was ^-fiuhcR. 

Some hare fu^^fed hun to be a n»ural Ton of one 

of the Gordian.s, withoutixfing any thiog.f»nheF. 

As the houle of Conftaoanc which. ackaawded^^ 

hitxt for it's author* was.interefbed in exR^ing bun, 

flatterers were wx wapting who fiamed a genealo^ 

for him which went up to Dardanus and the an- 

' cicRt kings of Troy. The truth is, chat he was of 

the number of tliofe whofe merit is their lu^ 

iity. . , 

Claudius had not any children : but he had two 
iHQchers, QukmUus and Crifpus^ Quintans fuc- 
f:eeded lUiis but reigned only a few. days. CtiTpia 
was the father of a da\^ter called Ckudia, who 
tnarrtcd Eutropius, one tS the mofl ilhHbious kadi 
of the Dardanian nation *. Of this instriage- was 
bora CohftaDthts Chk>rus; father t^ the $7;pt Con*- 
^ntine. ConAantius was therefore gra&d'ne^ie# 
lo Cliudius, and prob^Iy tnvod his name so tx^ 
of this emperor's fifters, who was called Conftui- 
■tina. ■ ■ ■ ' ■- f 1 , ■■ 

Rkfirttrife. Claudius- began to ai^iear under Dedtn^m die 
T"»<:t*^qu:dity of tritMinct and had a .great fliftn iir ha 
**""' efteem. Decius, after bctefling high oomrocmhi- 
tions on him, imniiled him' wtth ch^ hnpoctaat 
charge of defendittt the ftreights of Thextaaf^]aa, 
and the Mitrance of Pekipora^os, agdoEt the Bar- 
barians. Valerian had ao equal r^^i^ for him ^ 
and, after eryii^ him in feveral fut»heRi pofls at 
laft ru&d him co the chief bomnsmdof all ]%ri- 
' cuni. He intended to midte hun confid r bat hit 
fudden fall prevmted the executtoa of that defign. 
Claudius, thiii efteemcd by good princes, ^hb 
feared by GaUtenus, who was a bad onel This we 
6nd by a lecoer ttf^bia, in whSchhefeemsa^riiiad 
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at daadim'i'COfnplaiiiing of him. He defires that 
great cait swy be taken to appeals him, and. that 
dexteroudya by the iBterrcntibn of other pet^ilc, 
a£Ki^ ffi: if of their own accord, for &ar of his 
l^fmgao «tcremities if he fu^eAed that his love- 
jrdgn- was informed of his difiatisfiidion. We afe 
not toM what wa3 the iiTue of this iSait : but we 
Imow tbxt Claudius did- not truft Gallienus. He 
imdoubtrdly followed the advice which he gave to ^"^ ^'* 
RegiJlianus, always to be upon his guard againft ''' "^ 
the jealous miflrulls' of the prince whom they both 
iftrved. 

.G^Henus, Dotmthftanding his doubu and appre- ?»«. c*b. 
hcnfidns of Claudius, employed him, and that ule- '' 
iuQy. He was accompanied by him in, his firft 
oqieditioH againft Pofluiumus ; and, as we have 
ahcady fecn, when he left lllyricumin order to 
martha^onft Aureolus, he committed to htm and 
Ma'cuuiiiie care of making war upon the Goths.' 
Clauciiusfucceeded: and if his counfel had bcen^^X^' 
foBcaitdj thole Barbarians would probably have 
been extirpated. This fuccefs revived the efteem 
«nd:'aSe<^3Dii.«:hich the lenace had always had for 
JUms and: tiochtng can be more honourable thiin 
Ac'- sadamarions and applaufe which that a&mbly . 
ifadhowcd upon Um with a kind of transport, withing 
k! fanicDlar that the prince m^ht love him as 
nOcb ias 'he deferved ; which plainly fliews that 
Galfienns's prejudices againft him were no fecret. 
:^ hTiB' aajuiring' the throne by the murder of hb iti* icreP 
cni{)irlar and of all the imperial family, was odious |j^_\h^ 
arid'Cfiroiaal: and he iHmfelf was very fchfiblc ofoolrfamai 
ki; [Eiice hie endearouced, as wc obfervcd before, to „" '*; ;„ 
.w%e efi (shn ftdn, by coocealirig the (hare he had "'*«• >*- 
ittdio-aeatb of Gallienus. We therrfbre ftjaU not, g^,' a ' 
.nhfa^olian tiw apbftate, commend the reftitudc r^ ^^J'"^' 
the means by which CLiiidius rufed himfelf to the i" *"' * 
Empire : but we may fay with truth, that this is the 
itely'Biot' in his whole life, which, in every other 
1 3 i«fpe£t. 
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' refpeft, defc'rves all che praife that is ipftly due .to 
real magnanimity, true patriotifm, a ftri£t_ love of 
jufticc, a rtoble fimplicity of manners, bravery ^nd 
good conduft in war, and a wife and gentle govern- 
ment in peace. 
ZcitMr, Zonaras gives us an inftance of the great ^uity 

of this prince, in an affair in which his own intercft 
■was concerned. Gallienus had often taken from one, 
to give to another : and Claudius, when emperor, 
fhewed a, readinefs to redrefs thofe injuftices. A 
woman went to him with a petition, fetting forth . 
that he himfelf poflefTed a piece of land which had 
been taken from her contrary to all tight and rea- 
fon. Finding her allegation true, he anfwercd, 

** The wrong which Cla when he was 

*' a private man, and n th thi; care of 

" feeing the laws execi: ;, now empc- 

** ror, redrefles : " and ; e ordered th^ 

land to be reftorcd to h e juftice pre- 

vailed throughout al! his infortLUiately^ , 

was too (hort. 
The fenite His fifft catc, after the troops had acknowledged 
kd's''!°'hiin him, was to write to the fenate. His melTenger 
with joy. arrived at Rome on the twenty -fourth of March, 
**.!^; J^l^; and the fenators, aiTembling immediately, con-, 
*■ we 
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and eighty times, ** Claudius Augultus, we believe 
** wc mall find in you a father, a brother, a. friend; 
*' you are a good fenator: the empire acknow^ 
** ledges you for it's worthy head." I pafs over 
the rell, not to tire the reader. But 1 cannot help 
t>b{crving that this way of determining the moll 
important affairs, wants dignity, and is liable to ■■ ■. 
great incpnveniencics. 

Claudius, before he went to Rome, diought it ^^^^^ 
ncceflaryto get rid of Aureolus, who ftill held out ^ uw. 
in Milan, Ihis rival of the new Emperor's power, ^^ ^ 
after the death c^ Gallienus, made prt^xjlals to bis Tt.r^. it^ 
fucceflbr, demanding his alliance, and to b«: acknow- ^fi ■■** 
led^ed as his collegue. But Claudius, far from in- z^/. zmtr, 
dihmg to any fuch terms,, after anfwering, him, 
'* That none bur Gallienus, who bad reafon to be 
" afraid, could think of entering into an agreement 
•* of that kind," fcnt to Rome an edift addrcffed 
to the people, and a fpeech which waj to be read in 
the fenate, declaring Aureolas an ufurpcr and 4 
ryranL Aureolus, unable to pttain peace, refoWed '^ 

to fight, aad was conquered. He imms to haye 
been taken prifoher, and it is certain that he was 
killed. The circumftances of his death are varioui^ - 
ly related. Some fay, that he was killed contrary 
to Claudius's order ; and others, that it was by his 
command. Some impute the execution of the deed 
to the foldiers ^ and others lay it to the charge of 
Aureiian, who was afterward^ Emperor. The truth 
is, however^ eafily diftinguilhed through this obfcu- 
rity. Claudius undoubtedly deCred the death trf 
Aureolus ; but, that he might be thought merciful, 
he would not order it. He therefore pretended co 
be inclined to fpare a conquered enemy, and under- 
hand flirred up Aurelian and the foldiers, to deQ:roy 
him. Claadius cannot be abltalutely blanked for 
providing for his own fafety by the death of a rivaU 
But the diffimulation which he praftifed on this oc- 
tafioa was furely beneath him. He even carried it 
I 4 farther! 
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farther i bjr wdering the Utt hcHiours to be p&td to 
tbC' man whom heiiid deprived Of lite, «nd a fn6- . 
nument to be erefted to hiin, ' with aa epitaph- in 
Greek, which is ftill extant, and which tkclarcs hU 
pretended d^gn to lave the unfortunate Aureohis, 
If the fiddiCrs had not prevented it. This tomb was 
between Milan and Bergamo, in a jdace upon the 
fi»,. river Adda, called Pms AtiraU^ which ftill rcuins 
fome traces c^ the name of Aureolus iA it's prefent 
appellation of Pmtiftih. 
*^«*jj* If we believe the Epitotne of Aurelius Viftor, 
«« «tbt CliUidhis gained a grca viAoy over the Alamanni, 
^1^;^ near the l^e of Guarda, before he went to Rome. 
M. de Tillemcmt fapports the account t^ that Ab< 
bfe*iator by foinc conjectures. It is pretty extraor- 
dln^ diat TrdDcttms, who wrote rathec a Fanegy* 
ricthan an Hiftcuy of Claudius, and who, the bet- 
ter' to celebrate him, has taken pardcular care to 
-. Iwell his ftile, fhould omit a iadt of this importance, 
■ fy glorioui to the prince whc^e pnufes were hiS' 
■ theme. 
ciw*M Claudius, conqueror of Aureolus, and perhaps of 
SW TO the Alamanni alfo, went at length to Rome, to en- 
gom^t. J°y *** congratulations and applaufe of his capital, 
A.R. low^ which thought itfelf happy in having him forErtipe- 
^'""^ tor. In the month of January that next enfued' af- 
ter his accefiion to the empire, he took a fecond 
confulfhip t which proves his having held that oSicc 
ouce beftirt. Of this, however, we have' hot any 
monument. For though Valerian had intended to 
make hinvcbnful feveral years fooner ; thatdei^n 
• was not put in execution, as appears by the ftrate's 
defifing the conftilOiip for Claadius, a ftw months 
b^foK the death of" Galfienus, as a reward for his 
exploits ^ainft the Goths Claudius muft thcrafore 
'Ikve namiid himfelf conful for the firft time, in the 
interval between the deceafe of Gallicnus and the 
(hen p?xt month (rf January. 

-.■;,.- ... -JJierqi' 
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- There, is room to thiBk tbu be ftay'd : feme ?:''• 
tnonths at Rome 3 and cbac ta this tune ot tranqwi- "^"^ ^' 

. ii;y belongs what Trebellius fay« ei' bhe govcon- 
meat of tnU.prioce, who en8<^led fev^ral wil« aid 
prudent bwB, and Ihewed his zeal for jiiftice b>-po- 
nilhing wilfully corrupt judgm with- exen^Wf fe- 
vehcy i and his mildBets, by preteiiding not «> fee 

. faults that were conMnitteU without deftgn. • - ' 

But he , was ibon forced to quit theft pMJBc ^1^,^^ 
cares. The empire was in a violent fituacion, which nsd tuxtcu 
Dcccflarily required the melancholy. ««ie4y of waF'"'*'^^*- • 
^nd arms. Teiricuf occiipied the proviwxs of the ;' 
Weft. Zewhia, in the Eaft, not fatisfied with the ■ 

. t)crrit<vies which her hufbandOdeoatushad po^f*- 
fedi.euended her dominion by cOnqueft» Add^far- 
«od Egypt to acknowledge her laws. The middle 
-provinces were harnUTed by incurfioo* (^ the North- 
ern nations, it was not poflible for Claiidiii» toat- 
CKik. fb many enemies at ooce : and he imaiedweely 

' judged chat Zenofaja, being the moft diftant, ot^t 
not to be the firft objeft <^ his attention. Sot did itc 
heC^wc between Tetricus and th? Gotfas. - '^ I'e- 
■ " tfioiSf faid b^, is my enemy : the Guhs are-^he 
« enemfes of the State." He therefore fixed his 

..views ap^ the Barbariane, and refulved- to begin 
with driving tbem out of the empire. 

I I obferved before, in the lafl year <^-the reign -of"* '^'^ 
Gallienus, that Claudius wanted to purfue the Goths ^»ia et 
»ftcr he l»d conquered them -, but that his cdlc^e "f^';^^ 
Marcian oppt^ed it, and let them efcapc. The fa- Cy"^ ** 

...plitjr with which they carried at leaft port of their P^^ 
booty into their own country, induced them to re- oms, andk 

. tgrn, jn.much greater numbers. All the people J^'^,^ 

- which compofed their nation, uniting, formed an rr,i. 
arjny of three hundred and twenty thwifand fight- z'jf'^Z^i 
ing ii)en> ^nd a jQeet of two thouund * lail. The 

general 

* ZfSmai f^l fix thtufiiai. tiphiil »f Oaajiai, fiin thir . 
tm TrAiUim, mii* bmi rathmr minitr mt tint tittf/aiiJ. 
nkrft4 than £wHM^e4 lit 
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general relideivous was at the niouth of tfie river 
'lyras, now called the Niefter. There this- teitibls 
moltitude embarked, and, keeping tlofe to the- 
Jhore, attempted a firft defcent at Tomi^ a f^acc 
rendered fatuous by the banilhment of Ovid, and a 
Jeoond at Marcianopoiis -, but both without much 
fucccfe. Upon their arrival in the Bofphoran" 
ftreights, the Gotha fuffered greatiy from the rapi- ■ 
^ity of the currents, which, confined within a nar- 
row ipaoc, drove their vefiels aganft each other 
- with fuch violence, that their pilots were not able 
tp rfliMiage ihcm. Many of them perilhed with 
their, cargoes and crews. But this did not hinder 
the^Birbarians from ' attacking Byzantium; from' 
whence, being repulfed with lofs, they continued 
their rout towards Afia and attacked Cyzicus.' Here' 
again they fuccceded no better than before : but 
yet, perfifting in their enterprize, and fttU hoping' 
to make themftJves amends in Greece and Macedo- 
nia, they crofled-the Hellcfpen!, and landed at 
mount Athos. After careening their vefiels there, 
they fteered for the gulph of Theflalonica, to which 
city they laid fiegc, as they alfo did to CaifendrEca, 
■wbjch was not far off. While the main body of 
.. Uieir army carried on thcfe two fieges, their fleet, 
'"•doubtlefs divided into feveral fquadrons, ravaged 
the coafts of Theffaiy, and of all Greece, the i (lands 
of Crete, Rhodes, and Cyprus, and the maritime' 
parts of Paraphylia. Whercvef they landed the" 
country was plundered; but the cities defended 
ihenitfclves in fuch a manner that not one of them' 
■was taken, except Athens, ef which Zonaras fays,' 
ihey made themfelves mafters. That writer mentions 
E-iiiigulai- anecdote on this occafion. The Goths, 
Uys he, Unding a great number of books in that 
city, which was iho mother of learning; were go-" 
ing CO burn them ail, out of mere ferocity and fa- 
vagenefs of difporuion, and had already heap«d 
them Up in piles'jVhrn one of.,thcm, affedting 
giejwr. 
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greats wifdoro dian'the reft, told his countrymen . 
they ought to. fpare them, becaufe it was owing to 
the leaijing of tbofe books that the Greeks negkd- 
cd tie art of war, and became eaiy of conqueft. 
This GotK did not know that (he cukare of kern- 
ing never hiodeted either Alexander or CEeTar fponi 
becoming the greateft of warriors. The Barbarian^ 
did not keep their conqueO: long. Cleodemua, an 
Athenian, who had made his efcape before the place 
of his nativity was facked, aOembled a fewforcesi 
fcU fuddenly upon them, cut feveral of the ene- 
mies CO pieces, and made the reft bec^e themfelv» 
to ^ight. 

In the mean time the fieges of C^flandrsea 9nd-7°/- 
Theffalonica were carried on brifldy. The Goths 
battered both thofe cities with engines, of which 
they had learnt the ufe in their long wars agvnA the 
Romans, and were ready to take them when Ct^u- 
dios arrived. 

This prince had taken the neceOkry time to makeciaodhif 
fucb an armament a$ ftiouW enable him tt? attack j;^^"*;^ 
thcfe formidable enjsmies with advantage, vvi at Uftthcm/a^" 
fucceeded therein, thpugh not without great difficuj- ^""^^j. 
ty, becaufe, as he himfc]f obferved in one of his let-fr. 
tcrs to the fenate, Tetricus poffefled the heft pro- ^^^^^ 
vinces of the empire, Gaul and Spain, 4Pd 2|eBO- 
bia vfas miftrefs of the light troops, and all the mojlz^. 
expert archers. However, notwithftantjing thefc 
obft^cies, he raifed a great force, and uppn his afri^ 
V4I the Barbarians raifed the fiege of the two places 
n)iich they had l^ng prefled very clo&ly. 

They then ijioved farther up into the country, «> . 
Pelagonia, a proTioce fituated on the nprth of Ma- 
cedonia. Claudius followed them thither : but as 
they had greatly the ftart of him, and continued 
bending their march towards the I>artube, be could' 
not come up with tbem 'till he reached Naiffus,. 
now Nifla in Sefvia. Tiiere he engaged them, in 2 
battle which was long and obftinatcly difputcd. 

The 
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The Romans give way in feveral places.:. bur at 
length a detaGhincnt of their army, going rounds by 
roads which feemed itppaJTablc, fell upon "the rev 
and flank of their enemies. This uncxpeiiisd j\t- 
tack decided the riclory, and the Goths were forced 
to retreat, after leaving fifty thouland of thdrinen 
killed upon the fpot. 

Claudius now completed what Martian had hinr 
dered him from executing two years before- Rfe- 
fbtving totally to extirpate the remains of the vaa< 
quilhcd army of his enemies, he inflgihtly purfued 
m^. mem. The Goths, on their fide, without being 
c«i «. ar intimidated by the vaft daughter they had iufFer«d, 
' rallied their ihattered forces; and fencing tbetn- 
fclves, according to their cuttom, with theic wag- 
gons and baggage, they made a brave defence from 
behind this kind of rampart, which, however, was 
-ai laft forced, and the Romans, befidcs an immetife 
prodigioys number of prifoners, 
ped this fecond t^fafter, formed 
back towards Macedonia ; upon 
in <Hder to furround them, 
srward, whilft be with his.infat^ry 
ehlnd. The fiercenefs and valour 
was Gj great,- that, even in the de- 
n to which fo many difallers had 
ley ftill put their conquerors in 
:1! upon the Roman infentry with 
ley threw it into diforder, cut part 
ind would probably have defeated 
horfc, wheeling round, had not 
:trcat. They then took fticlter in 
the pafies of mount Hfemus, where famine aod 
fickncfs complettd their deftruftion. 
•Their fleet, after fcouring the feas, returned to 
. Macedonia, laden with booty,, in order to rejoin 
the army it had left there. But that army was then 
deftroyed : and the troops on board the fleet, either 
hoping to retrieve the Imes their nation had fuihin- 

ed. 
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cd, or Aittering themfelves that they fliould 1^ able 
4to prevent it's total ruin, landed i by which they 
only ihd^cafed their dlfafter. Their Ihjps, abandon- 
ed by'their defenders, perifhed and were funk j and 
Ac 'men themfelves, unable to penetrate into an . .v 
ttteihy's country, where every thing oppofed them, 
^re forced to difband and fcparate j in which 
condition they were cither kiileq, taken prifonefs, 
6t carried off by a contagious diftpmper which' 
fcr6ke out among them. Tnus, of all this numer- rrj. 
ous- army of "Barbarians only a few ftragglcrs efca-r "*^ '*• 
ped; who, a few days after the death of Claudius, 
^(Adered Anchiala •, and made a fruitlefs attempt 
lijidn Nicopolis. 

■We know nothing more concerning this celebra- 
ted exploit of Claudius, which well defe-"--" — *-- 
hltotd'cd by abler hiftorians, more fcnf ^ 

innKHtahce, and more capable of relacin; 
m dfcdmftances and events. Claudi 9, 

giveS'iB' a pretty Juft, but general, Jde: 
•■-^ letter Triiich I m^l here tranfcribe. 
**^to Brocchus; ■ (This Brocchus was C 
•*' of llUrycutn.) VVe have deftroyed thr 
*4 ahd twenty rtioufand Goths, and funk 
*•' ■find ftiips. The rivers -are covered ' 
•* Jert, Siid the fttores with large fword; 
" bftces. The plains are hid under hea 
" Ei^iry n)ad is (lamed with blood. Th 
*^.tfencirrnent, formed by a multitude o 
•"'finked together, has been abandoned. 
**- taken fo many women prifoners, thai 
. * ^icr in our arury can claim two or th 
*• own'flaves." Claydius*s letter, which 
itfnded only to point out the extrao dinary circum- 
'ftances of the viftory, fpeafcs of none but femaie 
capHvci^. Hiftdry informs Us farther, that there 



' * ifCfiy t/Tiricf Mfitn tit Euxlnt S'a. Niet^Ht lay /artist 
Mf in'4ki^^ctitt'trf,'al fttfnH tf asmi Ihemns. 
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were kings and queens antung the pcifoner^ ; io^ 
that the number of foldiers and ftibaltern offiifer* 
-who fell into the hands of the conquerors .was, jo 
great, that after iorpHing many of them among Ujf 
'*f Roman troops, there ftill remained enough to fupgly 

'the provinces With a fuiBciency of (laves for.thp 
culture of their Iknds : fo that thete Goths, froip 
favage warriors becoming laborious hulbandmen, 
were of fervicelo their mailers, at the fame timp 
that they perpetuated the triumph of Claudius, 

This Viflory may therefore juftly be compared 

'to the grcatcft that was ever gained by any Roman 

General or Emperor : and Claudius, molt defervetf- 

5 furname of the GetbiCt by which 

iftinguiflied in hiftory. 

ma. luir- ave thought to enhance his glory 

,*"• ending that, like another Decius, 

,, - f to his country before he engag^ 

But Trebellius's filence is;a fijffi- 

of this anecdote, which, befi^es, 

itti fadis that are known and w«ll 

Aaniiwio guiJhed himfclf in, the war againft 

^T^ ich he had an important comfnand. 

y^y* "" jiemy feveral timesj with confida- 

\ipijcTAi- and the officers of the horfe ha- 

,Td.iT&\l e Barbarians raffily, without waiE- 

^audius thought he could not boi- 

fuchinconvenienciesfor the fut^jn, 

lem, for their coloncl-generd,, the 

'hbfe feverity in maintaining diici- 

and feared. 

(.Juintiiius, the Emperor's btxuherr was alfo^ni- 

ployed in this war : buc'wc know nothing farther of 

Bim, nor has hiftory rc<;orded any exploit of his 

performing. 

It cu \aiA- Claudius, wholly intent upon the war againft the 

*^^^"^_Gptbs^. which he juftly confidered as the moft dan- 

c^ydiut gerous to the fiatCj fufiered other matters -to take 

thcic 
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their courfe 'till fuch time as he (hould be at liberty «"«tid h«<« 
to attend to them alfo. It cannot be doubted . but nobtl'l.j*' 
lilac, after conquering the Barbarians, he would Teui™, if 
have turned his arms againft Zenobia, who, as I ^^^J'^J^ 
obfejTcd before, bad added Egypt to her other do- -igjrTcp^ 
minion*. Nor can ^t be fupptned that he woylduTafST" 
have flbahdoned that noble portion of the empire, pr'^ StbA 
Gxai, u> Tefricus ; ' befides whom, nOw febels, call*- ''■^• 
ed Bagaudes, ddolated that country, and even . „ 

fertd to befiege the capital of the jfeduans. The • 

befieged had applied to Claudius, imploting h^s af- 
fifbdce : and we may* imagine Kow grating ic'muffi 
have been to this magnanimous prince, not to be 
»ble immediateF^ t« comply with their juft requeff, 
and to fee the Eduans forced to open their gate^ 
ID iht enemy aiftef a ficge of feven months. S,uc}i 
mierefting objeiSs could not but ftithulate Claudius's 
coufige; whtlft his exrfaordfhary qualities infurej 
him foccefe. It i^ fcighly prtsbable that he would 
havt Bniftied the great worft. whkh his fucceflbr Au- 
telikn accOmpSflied, of 
i^ rtiembers which had 
ftaid lived, feutd^atk] 

I feid' before, that' : '*^ 

riletedihe rd'rttofthe'a 

iftifeftion ffutad totfitf '. ;'^ 

jclz4d wit!h ir,-^ tfie ':Zx,^ 

yei^ ofhlsreigh',' ahd'i ■- 

iJfct-Jrajah, kreat' tafe l„p.n 

tfe*^'wouM%dwaiitiit "«■ 

merit had undcmonetl^ 
ii& fed ftbaved^n th( 
etivpiffi ^ -wtlTas' He 

^lle-?^ Wc*fc''rf **y ^^' debate, the people." 3pd>'*i 
thtfatihyi «rt* W*i ranfed drfiohg ffie gods.' That''""'" 
hdnHaTt than which nothing can be more mad and 
impious, was now become a, Oiere matter of form. 
^ "-^ ■■■■ Bye 
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But tbepubllck afTcf^lon f»r his memory was Ibewn 
* by more uncommon honours, which cullom had 
not vilified. I'he fenate confccraced to him a buft 
of gold in the ufual place of it's aHembhes. The 
people erected to him a flatue of gold* ten feec 
high, in the capitol, facing the temple of Jupiter; 
and the tribunal for harangues was decorated with 
a piilar on the top of which ftood his ftatue in iUvers 
Weighing fifteen hundred Roman pounds. 
cmbriBM Notwithftanding the great and good qualities of 
Tto!^' this' prince, a rival was fet up againft him. Cenfo-^ 
^- jj. rinus, a fenator of confidcrable rank and diftindioo, 
who had retired into the country on account o£ a 
wound which bad lamed him, was proclaimed 
AuguHus, probably in Italy, by the troops which 
guarded that country. Trcbcllius, from whom wc 
have this account, does not tell us, what were the 
motives which induced the foI(Uery to take this ftep» 
ftor in what manner it was. traniadted : pdtber does 
he fay, whether they were inftigatcd by Ccnlbrinus, 
or whether they forced him to obey their will. But 
however that may have been, they foon grew tired 
of hitn, and thinkii^ him too levere, kil^ him at 
the end of feven days. He was buried nearBDlogaa, 
and his efutapb, letting forth all the tides with wuch 
. .he had been decorated in his life, ended with dwfe 
words : " ■ He was happy in all things whilft a pri- 
** vate man, but a moft unhappy Emperor." His 
re]ati<His, ftruck with grief and fear after this me- 
lancholy event, retired, fome into Thrace, and 
fome into Bithynia, where his family ftiU fubOfted 
at the thne when Trebellius wrote. 
Tdiar. In the beginning <rf the third year of Qaudiuy. 

died Plotinus, the mafter c£ Porphyry, who has 
written his life. He was a famoos F^cfefTor of the . 
Platonic Fhilofophy, Which wu then i^ vogit, and 
which, bewildemig it's fdlowers in abftrule Qxcu- 
lationsy 

■• FAix kd omni^ iDfcIiciSmtu-iiqpenauv 
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iS^ "'"■oft « fight of that folid and cffouial . 
ob^t, the reformation of manners. Men who. ■ 

"ir°f "^P"".""" !;*=• "■""bli'd themlelves folittte 
about what « reaJly ofeful, littfe deferve tta We 
fliould troubk ourfehes about thcqi. ■' " ™' 



PRINCIPAL EVENTS of the fej.o 
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",' ".'" ~ ' Orfitvs. 

the hrother ofCIaudius, 
the fame lime i. the bne, 

J and the other, by the 

i id Italy, Bear Aquilei'a. 

WS-of Aurclian's ejeftion, 
■and canfes- his TOiis to 

jned onlyfeireiiteen days 

?od«. 

in order to be acknow- 
icuaca tnere. . , •-'vtiwv 

HereturiisiMo.'PannoBii, «nd forces, the Goths 
^o«tempted a new invafion. to fue.to.hrm f^ 

ma™ ^ ? J""/' ■=S^°'' ^^ Ah- 

^1 ■.theJiihongi,a„dtheVan- 

Zd'r. itednearPlaccntia. Alarms 

?;„ . : ^urehan retrieves his af. 

nZil- ■ L- '"."ftqueit viaorieS over the 

Barbarians, m this and the following year 
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A.R.ieM. L_ DOMITTtrS Au^Jt-IAKPS AuOtTStWsH*. 

*'*' M. or Num. CEioNi'ui VirhtsUassus. 

TTic'tranquilitjr 6f ttdy is rcftored. 'tht Walls dF 
Rome are rebuilt and fortified, and'eictended-tothe 
circumference of fifty miles. 

Several illuftrious perfons put to death by Aure- 
Dan : among others T)ofnitiari, who liad afltimed the 
Qtle of Auguftus. 

. . Death ofSapor, king of the Ferfuns. His fon 
HormiTdas Tucceedshim. 



- Quietus. 

' VotDVMIATtUS. 



Aurelian fets out to make war upon Zenobia. In 
his way through lltytiCQR], lie defeats ieveral troops 
of Barfjarians. Victory gained, beyond the Danube 
over Onnabas^ or Cannabald, king of the Goths. 

Septimms an nfiA-pdr for a few'diiys in DalmAcia. 

Aurelian pal^ intO'Alia. Bithynia fubmiis vq- 
lantarily to him. The city of Tyana is betrayed 
to him by one of it'3 inhabitants. Pretended ap- 
parition of Apotlonius of Ty^a to Aurelian. 
. Battle near Immx, a town of Syri^ « fome di- 
itance from Antiodh* in which Zenobi^'s generil 
Zabdas is defeated. 

Aurelian enters Antioch, which ZenJlbia hid 
abandoned, and treats it's inhabitants with ddneA^^ 

Battle of Daphne, inwhichZendtiia's trooffi are 
conqiiered. ., , 

General battle under the walls of Em'ela. Zeno- 
Ida, vanqoifhed, fiiuts Inr^ dp in Falniyra. Au- 
relian befieges her there. ' 

ProbOh 

' M. A TillmvMt rtchnt ipon 01 hit fiend. (Note Vlt. . 

ihit ttn/ul^ip af Jurtlittn'at on Valerian.) 7*/ <ir</« «//«*. 

bit firfii aUidpngt neh>trtht- particularly pf theft ihat fil- 

■it ft, riaf«M> oni authirititf low, bai tltttrmiAd utttfrtf*' ' 

•uiiUi may mait if h Inktd ibii fafi ^men. i 



^cbv Google 



AURELIAN. BOOX XXVII. 131 
Frobus, vho was afterwards ctnpcror, jiibdues 
Egypt, and takes it back from Zcn(Aia. 
Hormifdas dies. Vararanes fuccecds him. 



• Tacit-US. 

' Flacidianus. 



Some pretend that the Tacitus who was coftful 
this y^ftr^ is the on^ror Tacitus, whorfucceeded 
Aurelian. Aut ^e emperoi: Tacitus was very old, 
and tnufl, in all probability, have been ccmilil be- 
fore this titne. 

Zenobia, -endeavoanngto.'crcapc to the Ferfians, 
is taken and carried to Aurelian. The city of Pal- 
ffiyra juitenders.. The conqueror treats that city 
with huooanky. 

The death of Lon^us. 

Aurelian, being in Thrace, whece he defeated 

fome parties of Carpians, learns thu Falmyra had 

revolted : upon which he returns thither, treats die 

rebels with ligour, and -gives their city up to be 

• plundered. 

He caufes the fentcnce of the council of Antioch 
to be put in execution a^inft Paul of Samofata. 

■He goes into Egypt, and there deftroys the 
ufurper Firmus. 

He paflcs into Gaul, whither he was invited by 
Tetricus himfelf, who was grown weary of the per- 
petml rinutiny and feditions of his foldiers, and of 
the people. 

. Tlie battle of Chalons on the Marne, at the be- 
^nning of which, Tetricus and his fon put the m- 
themfelves voluntarily into the hands of Aurelian. 

Gaul fubmits again to the power of the Romans, 
after having dilavowed it for thirteen years. Tlie 
whole empire reunited under one head. 

This flow of fucccfs fwelis the heart of Aurelian, 
and makes him fbi^t his former modelly. He af- 
fuiiies the diadem. 

K» He 
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He leads 2^obia and Tctncus in triumph ; and 
afterwards treats them humanely. 

A.R.ie»s , AuRELiANus Augustus in. 

A.C »74. ^ » ,-, .... 

C. Julius Capitolinus. 

Aureli^'s donatives to the people. He remits 
the old debts due to the ftate. 

His rigour towards feveral members of the fenate. 

An amnelty granted to thofe who had borne arms 
agatnft him. 

He builds a magnificent temple to the fun, in 
Rome ; and inflitutes games and combats in honour 
of that planet. 

The managers of the mint raife a violent fedition 
in Rome, which increafes to an open war. Aure* 
tian, after conquering them in a battle fought within 
the walls of Rome, punifties the offenders rigorouHjr. 

He goes into Gaul, where fome dilturbances had 
arifen. 

He is thought to have rebuilt, at this time, the 
, city of Genabum, which afterwards bore his name, 

and is now called Orleans. 

The founding of Dijon is alfo afcribed to him. 

He marches into Vindelicia, from whence he 
drives the Barbarians. 

He abandons Dacia beyond the Danube, which 
Trajan had conquered ; and tranfports it's inhabitants 
to the right hand fide of that river, in a part <rf 
Moefia, fmce diftinguifhed by the name of Aurt- 
Jian's Dacia. He may poflibly have J'cttled there 
part of the nation of the Carpians. 

A.R. JQv6. AURELIANUS AUOUSTUS IV. ! 

A.C, s;j. ...... MaSCELLINUS. 

'Jtift as he was preparing to march againft the 
Perfians, he periftied in Thrace by a confpiracy 

which 
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which Mnellhxus, one of his recretaries, had form- 
ed againft him. He was ranked among die gods. 

He was on the point of ordering a perfecuuon 
againft the Chriltians when he was killed. 

Usurpers under Aurelian. 

ZenObia in the Eafl;. 
Tetricue in Gaul. 
FiRMus in Egypt. 
domitiak. 
Septimius. 



AURELIAN. 



SECT. n. 

AureUan eleSfed emperor in Ilh/ricum, and Claudius's 
hrotber ^intHlus in Italy. This laft pmjhes at the 
end of feventeen days. AureliarCs firfi rife. After 
the death of ^intillui, he goes to Rome to be ac' 
knowledged there. He returns into Pannonia, fights 
the Goths., and grants them peace. He goes hack to 
Italy., which is threatened with an invajion of the 
Germans, He gives audience to the amhaffaders of 
the Juthongi. War attended with various fuccefsy 
and at laft terminated by three fubfequent viilories 
gained by Aurelian. Negociatiens with the Vandals. 
Aurelian returns conqueror to Rome, and puts to 
death feveral illuftrious fenators. He fortifies Rome^ 
and enlarges it's extent. He undertakes the war a- 
gainfi Zenobia. Hiftery of that queen. Aurelian fets 
outy and-, in bis march, gains feveral advantages in 
lllyricum and Thrace. He paps into Afia. "the 
city ofTyana is betrayed to him. He puts tbe trai- 
K 3 tar 
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Ur to deaths andfpares tbembahitants. Pretendeia^ 
parition of yfpolhnius to /furelian. A very imfro- 
J>ahk circumftance related concerning the taking of 
Tyana. Zenobia at Antiocb. Battle between the 
horfe near the tovon of Immx. Zenobia flies from 
Antiocb to Emefa. Aurelian treats the Antiocbians 
with clemency. He advances towards Emefa. ^Bat- 
tle near that city. Aurelian remains conqueror. Ze- 
nohia fhuts herfelf up in Palmyra, Pretended mi- 
racles faid to have happened at the battle of Emefa, 
Aurelian purfues Zenobia, and arrives before Palmy- 
ra. Importance of that famous city. Zenobia bad 
taken care to provide it well. Aurtlian's Utter to 
Zenobia, exhorting her to furrender. Her haughty 
anfwer. Palmyra befteged : and diflreffed by famine, 
Zenobia^ attempting to fly to the Perfians, is taken, 
the palmyrenes furrender, and are treated bumane- 
^. Aurelian grants Zenobia and her fon Vaballatb 
their lives. Her mmfters and counfellors are put to 
death. The death efLot^imis. ^ypt re-coruptered 
by Probus. Aurelian, being returned to Europe, is 
informed of thi revolt of Paht^ra. He goes hack 
thither, and gives the city up to be plundered. He 
paffes into Spain, and defiroys Pirmus, who bad af- 
fumed the purpk there. He returns imo the Eafi, 
and re-unites Gaul t9 the empire, Tetricus havii^ 
voluntarily put himfelf into his power. Greatn^s 
and rapidity of Aurelian's exploits. His fuccefs mada 
bim forget bis former modefy and ftmplicity. jhi- 
teliaWs triumph. Tetricus and Zenobia appear in 
it as captites. In other refpeifs they were trtated 
humanely by the conqueror. AureliatCs largeffes to 
. the people. Loaves difiributed infiead of eern. 014 
debts due to the fiate, cancelled. Ammfty. A^s of 
jufiice. Aurelian has been accufed ef cruelty. In- 
fiances of a good government. He goes te Gaul, 
Orleans, Dijon. He drives the Barbarians cut of 
Kindelicia. He abandons that part of Dacia which 
Trajan had conquered. He prepares to make war 
V$9n 
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t^m tlft Ptrjiatis. Suet^ott of the lan& efPerfig. 
AtreUax. is a]faffinat,e4 in Tbrgcty bykismn peopk. 
His rig/mrs were the eamfe of his ttnlimefy Oiatb^ aid 
bfive. hurt bis refutation. He is avenged, tndrank- 
4d ailing thegeds. Htspofterity. Variatiots in bis 
£endu3 towards the Cbrtftians. Paul ef Sano/ata. 
The nintb perfecution. fVriters under tins rrip*. 

IMMEDIATELY after the death of CUiJius^S^j:: 
li.. Aurclian was ele&ed to the empire by thei-ioiuyi- 
l^tons of lll]rricuni. But he had inflantly a rival. ^^^, 
Claudius's brother Quintillus commaoded a bodyrfi>ro.b» 
troops near Aquileia, deftined, vithout doubt, to i^iJ""Tto 
hinoer the Baroarians, who were in arms in the '•"p*""'^ 
□eighbourit^ couotries, frotn penetrating into Italy, u^,^ 
When the news of the death of Claudius reaphed thefe ^■ 
troops, they thought no one worthier to fuccecd t^.'cSa 
lum than Quintillus, who was accordingly acknow- ^* ^. 
led«d emperor : not by hereditary right, as Trc- iJ^W 37.' 
beUius exprefely obfeves j but on account of his ^^'' 
probity ami the gendcnels of his manners. Some £,/, ona. 
Mr« laid, that the fenate jpiiicd it's fuffirage to that 
ofthefoldiers. 

Ic was not for the gpod of the empire that Quin- 
tillus Ihould remain it's fovcreign, if it be true, as 
Zonaras lays with fome probability, that he was a 
veak man, incapable of conducting great affairs. 
In efie^ he was extremely terrified when he teanit 
that Aurelian had been declared emperor at Sirmiuni. . 
He harangued his troops, however, and exhorted 
them to reniatn futhful to him: but they, fenlible 
of the diflfercnce of merit between the two coinpe- 
titers, abandoned Quintillus, who, Bnding himfelf 
defiitute of all relburce, by the advice of his friends 
fuul his veins opened, after he had reigned only fc- 
venteen days *. This account of his death is more 
probable thwi that of Trcbeilius, who, always zealous 
for the glory of the houfe of Claudius, fays thatQuin- 
lillus's 

• Vifij(wf»js fVMntj doji \ Ztjimut, affw m*nlbi. 
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tUlus'sfevrritywaswh^ incenfed the foldiers, and that 

he fell bytheir fury, a viaim to his zeal for the main- 

^'""'' tenance (f difcipline, like Pertinax and Galba. Au- 

relian, Alivcred from this rival, djd not envy him 

the hocour of an apocheofis. The medals of Quin- ■ 

tillus facw that he was ranked among the gods. 

Avrelian, who by this means remained fole and 

fil-ft"'if<:" ' peacable poffeflbr of the empire, was, like many 

r^. ^r. of Ais predeceflbrs, a foldier of fortune, whofe me- 

^~' ' rithad made amends for the obfcurity of his brith. 

He was bom in one of the pravinces of lUyricum, 

nther Pannonia, Dacia, or MtEfia. We know not 

the name or condition of his father, any otherwife 

than that the epitome of Vidor fays of him, that he 

cultivated the lands which' a Roman fenator, called 

Aurelius, pofleffcd in the country where he lived. 

His mother was prieftefs of the SUn in her village: 

and he always retained a fingular veneration for that 

planet, .which he worlhipped as his tutelar deity, 

and as the greateft of the gods. She alfo pretended, 

to divination. But we do not find by any thing we 

know of her fon, that he was in the leaft given to 

this laft weakncis. 

Aurelian, quick of mind, and robuft of body, 
flicwed from his infancy a paflion for war, which 
was fo ftrong in him, that he never fuffered a day 
- to pafs without exercifing himfclf at Ihooting with 
the bow, throwing the javelin, or fome other miU- 
tififi, 49. tary operation. This tafte remained all his life : for 
even after he was emperor, he tired feveral horfesi 
pvery day with hard riding. He entCEcd into the 
army as- foon as his age would permit; and was fo 
extremely ar-dent and ready to draw his fword, that, 
to diftinguilh him from another officer of the fame 
name who fepved in, the fame corps, he was ca^pd* 
;/1ureUan fword in hand. This perfonal bravery was 
difplayed, not at the expence of his fellow citizens 
by fighting duels with them, but at thjt of the enc- 

I ^IficlmusiBaniiad^erriuq, 
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tnies of the ftate. He is laid to have kiUed with 
' his own hand forty-eight Sarmatians in one day, and 
nine hundred and fifty within fome days after. We 
ebferved elfcwhere, that he was the firft Roman who 
fought againft the Franks|Mnd had the honour of 
conquering them. 

His valour made the troops efteem him, and ihey 
celebrated it in their rude fcmgs : but at the fame - 
time his feverity made them fear him. We may 
judge with what rigour he infilled on a ftri<5t ob- 
fervance of military difcipline, by the following let- 
ter which he wrote, when tribune, to an otHcer 
whom wc may call his lieutenant colonel '* If, fays 
** he, you would advance yourfelf in the army, or 
*' rather if you would live, hinder the foldiers from 
*' ftealing. JLet not any one rob the peafanc of bis 
*' poultry i let him not touch a Iheep which does 
*> not belong to him ; let him not fpoil the corn 
*' upon the ground, nor even take a bunch of grapes 
*' that is not his own. Suifer not thofe who are 
»' under you to extort oil, fait, or wood. Let them 
«' be content with theii" allowances. If they would 
*» have any thing more, it is by the blood of their 
" enemies that they ought to acquire it, and not 
f* by the tears of the fubjefts of the empire." Au- 
j-elian thtn enters into a pretty long det^l concern- 
ing their armour, theu* drefs, and the proper care 
of their horfes and mules : after which he adds : 
*• Let them fcrve one another mutually, as if they 
" were each others flaves.— — Let them not con- 
** fult diviners : let them refpeft the honour of the 
f* women in whofe houfes they lodge ■, and if any 
*' one raifes a quarrel, let him fuffer the baftinado." 
3uch were the laws which Aurelian prefcribed ; of 
which he infifted on the literal obfervance ; and which 
none could violate with impunity. ■ JBeing informed 
that a foldier hac^ commlttea adultery with his land- 
lord's wife, he ordered the criminal to be quartered, 
|)v fattening tjis legs an^ arpis (Q f^ur ^fancfies of 

tree? 
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trees bent down for that purpofe, and alarwatds 
let go in Aich manner as to tear him afunder. This- 
puniihtnent lecms cruel, and doubtless is lb. Buc 
great evils require violent remedies : and the writec 
©f Aurelian's life obferve^ that his inexorable fev*- 
rity fucceeded -, and that the foldiers, finding what 
commander they had to deal with, took care to 
(nejid their manners and avoid thole faults of which 
the punilhment was fureand rigorous. 

1 obferved before that the emperor Valerian 
feared left his Ion might be hurt by Aurelian's 
leverity. But, notwithftanding that, he did am- 
ple julltce to the extraordinary merit of this great 
warrior, and took a pleafure in employing him in 
the moft brilliant and moft diffieult affairs. He 
charged him with the care of viGting all the Ro- 
man camps, as infpedor and reformer ; gave him 
the command of Uiyricum under Ulpius Crinitus, 
whofe intirmities rendered him incapable of afling i 
lent him ambai&dor to Perfia ; and laftly made hirri 
conful, when, on account of his glorious poverty, he 
ordered the public treafury to defray the expeiices 
which that high office then required. 

This confullhip of Aurelian" has been mentioned 
elfewhere : but 1 cannot omit here a judicious and 
ufeful rcBeftion which the hilloriaa of his life makes 
on this occafion. • We lately faw, fays Vopifcus, the 
conful Furius Placidus fpend,luch vaft fums upoa- 
the games which he exhibited in the circus, that 
he Jeemed rather to be giving away rich eftates, 
than dillributing fuitable rewards to charioteers. 
All good men were grieved at it: for things are 
now come to fuch a ^s that the confulJhip is be- 
flowed 

■ Vidimus proxime confola- at jam dividiirain fit, noo ho- 

tarn Furii FlacidtiaDEo ambiti minuin oonfulatus.— PeriernnC 

in circo editurn. ut non prsmia calla. ilia Katpcm, & magii 

dari aarigtf, fed patrimonia vi- ambitionc populai! pecitun 

lerentur— iogemifcentibos fro- font. I^tf. jhrtl. l^, 
l^ihoininiLui. Faftumefteoiin 
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llowed, not upon the man, but won his riches. 
Thole hapi^ times are paft in which dignities were 
the recompence of merit ; and the prefenc will degc- 
no^tt ftill-more and more by that oftentatious pomp 
i^ich is intended to catch the eyes of the multi- 
tude. 

Aupeitan probably took pofl*effion of the con- 
fulfbip on the twenty-fecond of May of the year of 
Ghrift 258, two years before Valerian's misfortune. 
No mention is made of him under Gallienus ; either 
bccaufe that prince had removed him out of jea- 
loi^ and hatred of his merit, or becaufe he him- 
lelf feorned to ferve the moft indolent and moft 
doffHcable of men. Under Claudius, who was a 
friend to, and a juft eftimaior of virtue, Aurelian 
began to appear again. He helped that emperor 
to dcftroy Aureolus, and, after fhining greatly in 
the war againft the Coths, was judged, as 1 f^d 
before, worthy to fucceed him. 

After the death of Quintillus, he went with all Aftn ihi 
fpeed to Rome, there to be acknowledged : and, ^^""nUo^ 
according to thecuftom of new princes, he fliewed hegoeiio 
a tendency to mildnefs, and a readinefs to liften to j^j^" ** 
the counfels that ihould be offered him. A fenator, Mgedthae, 
who thought to frfeafe him by commending his^"-'"^''" 
feverity, which fometimes amounted to cruelty, 
told him, that the way to reign fecurely would be 
to u(e both fteel and gold : fteel ag^nfl thofe who 
fliould fail in their duty towards him, and gold to 
reward his f«thful fCTvants. This fycophant was 
juftly requited foF his bafe advice, being himfelf 
the wry firft d)M fuffcFed by Aurelian's fteel. 

This prince could not fiay long at Rome, butHexMtM 
\tas foon obliged to return into Pannonia, which )^^^^^^ 
the Goths, notwithftanding the late dreadful defeat o<>^>*nd 
of (heir vaft »my, threatened with a new invafion. *^ ''*" 
To hinder them ftom penetrating far, he wifely z^- 
ordered the inhabitants of the country to fend all 
iheif- corn, cattle^ and pntvilions, to the cities, there 
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to be taken care of i that the Barbarians, might not on- 
ly be difappointed of their expeded plunder, but alfo 
be flopped in their career by want of the neceflaries of 
life. Thefe meafures might perhaps havefufficed, 
if the Romans had been at liberty to wuithe event. 
But Italy wa3 at the lame time menaced by a for- 
' midable league of the Gtrman nations, who were 

preparing to enter that country in an hoflile man- 
ner. Aurelian was therefore obliged to haften 
againfl the Goths, who had paQed the Danube- 
The two armies eng^d, and the battle lafted 'till 
night, without- any decifive advantage on either 
iide : but in the night, the Barbarians retreated 
and repaired the river, from the other fide of which 
they fent deputies to fue for peace, which was 
granted them. 
htk"'i ''■^'y flood in need of his prefence to awe the- 
tiij, which German confederacy I have juft fpoken of. Four 
"'^^*,o( thefe nations, whole names wc arc acquainted 
niianoftiie with, were the Alamanni, the Marcomanni, the 
r«""Xt/. Juthongi, and the Vandals. It is not cafy to deter- 
I*- mine whether theft people afted in concert, or each 

f'^^^gf,', of them feparatly : and it is perhaps ftill more diffi- 
cult to form a conneded narrative out of the de- 
tached fcraps which we find in different authors 
concerning Aurelian's, exploits againft them. All 
that can be faid on this head mull: neceflarlly be in- 
termixed with perplexity and doubt. 

The firft feat of the war feems to have been 
the country bordering upon the Danube, where 
Aurelian having gained fome advant^e over the 
Juthongi in particular, thefe people agreed to fend 
him an embafTy, to propofe peace. This ftep of 
fubmiflion was accompanied with haughtinefi ; their 
ambafladors being ordered not to fpeak in the 
humble ftile of a conquered nation, but to offer 
their friendftiip and alliance, on the exprcfs con- 
dition of their receiving again the penfions which 
the Romans had uftd to pay them, 

AureliaH» 
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Aurelian, knowing their inftrufUons, thought to J?'?"*^'^ 
awe and intimidate them by the formidable ma^t- ai^b>iridan 
ficence of his appearance. When they were ar- '^*'".J"'" 
rived in his camp, he did not give them audience 
immediately, but deferred it 'tilfthe next day. All 
the Roman troops were then drawn up under arms, 
and ranged as it for battle. The emperor, cloathed 
with purple, afcended a lofty tribunal. All the 
principal officers furrounded him on horfeback, 
forming a femt-circular avenue to his throne ; and 
behind him appeared the ftandards and eagles of the 
legions, the golden images of the prince, and ta- 
bles on which were written the names of the legions 
in letters of gold 1 the whole fupported by fpears of 
filver. The ambafladors of the Juthongi were, in 
effeft, ftruck with wonder and admiration at the 
fight of this pompous fplendor. They remained 
for fome time filent : but recovering from their firft 
furprize, they at length fpoke, and not with lefs 
haughtinefs than they had been direfted to ule. 

They faid, that if they detired peace, it was not 
becaiife they had met with a fmall check which had 
icarcely hurt them, but becaufe they believed that 
peace and alliance between them and the Romans 
would be of mutual fcrvice to both nations. They 
boafted of their ftrength, which, feid they, the 
Romans had experienced under Gallienus j and pre- 
tended that if fhey were forced to fight again, the 
Ikme fuccefs would ftill accompany their arms. 
They warned Aurelian not to truft to fortune, nor 
depend too much upon a flight advantage, owing 
to particular circumftances, and which might be 
followed by a greater reverfe. And laftly they de- 
clared, that in return for their alliance, which they 
offered to the Romans, who would be greatly bene- 
fited thereby, they expefted and infilled on the re- 
newal of their former penfions, without which they 
ftiould become equally irreconcilable and invincible 
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Aurelian was fully detefmined not to grant the 
Juthongi any put of their demand, and tberefoFe 
might eafily have [^nified his refolution to them 
in tew words. But his hillorian has thought pro> 
;per to lend him a very long anfwer, concatning 
particularly great -encoraioms on the [wudence which 
direfted all the operations of the Romans, wide^ 
different from toe Barbarians, who, always impe- 
tuous in their attacks, were always weakened by 
a firit mifcarriage. He reproached the Juthongi 
with having violated their treaties, and ii^r- 
red from thence that it ill became them to de- 
mand as a tribute what was in fad only a volun- 
tary gratuity, or recompence for their ftwmer fer- 
viccs. He concluded with declaring that he was 
refcdved to take vengeance on them for their ia- 
fults, by ravaging their country with fire and fword : 
and as on earneft of what they were -toexpe^ he 
inftanced, according- to this fpeech thus made for 
him, the example of the three hundred thou- 
fand Goths lately conquered and extirpated by the 
Romans. 
Wuuttni- The embafly of the Juthongi having proved unfoe- 
edwith vi- ceisful, war and arms were ofcourle recurred to; and 
illdM'bft'' if we would endeavourto conne£tfafts, wemuft be 
r™™'*** obliged to fuppofe that the Juthoingi did in com- 
tlbh^at moo with the Marcomanni, and [^rhaps the AJb- 
'l^«i"by '"snni and Vandals, what Vopifcus relates of the 
Auidian. Matcomanni only. We fliall ufe the word Bar- 
barians, which includes them all. 
*^i\f"'^' Aurelian, proud of the advantage I have men- 
tioned, and of having made the Juthongi dcfirea 
renewal of their ancient treaties, formed the defign, 
not of driving the Barbarians back, to their own 
country, but of deftroying them, as Claudius had 
done, by cutting off their retreat. To that end 
he placed himfelf behind them, bemmbg theni in 
between his army and Italy. His plan was well 
concerted, and nuift in fell probability have been 
attended 
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^eftncted irhh ftlccd^, if the barriers of Italy had 
been well guarded. But ihcy were not fufficiently 
Yecui^d. The Barbarians forced them, and pene- 
-trated on the fide of Milan. Rome was in:inie- 
diately alarmed, and all the evils which Italy, had 
fuffbrra under Gallienus were again apprehended. 
The fears tif the people even produced fome fe- 
<d}dons». -Which AUfttian afcerwards punilhed with 
•hh "tifCal rig6tir» 

He [Jurfucd the Barbarians, and came up with 
'thetn near Flftdentia. But always more eager to 
iattack the eriemy, than careful to defend himfelf, 
1\e fell into a fnare Which they had laid fc»^ him in 
the wobds. His ftimy was attacked to¥rards the 
'evening, aiHd entirely defcapcd^' with fuch lofs as it 
it was feared Would bring on the ruin of the em- 
pire. 

AuKJfion liimfelf b^an then to be afraid. He 
%rotc to the fenate, ordering the books of tHc 
'Kbyk to be 'confbtted. This, indeed, had been 
(bought of the 'mortient the Barbmans entered 
-ftyy : "hvt fortie flattereis 'had oppofcd it, faying, 
diat die prince's valour was fuch as rendered it 
heitflcfc to implofe the afliftance of the gods. An- 
reHan, fenfible of his danger, blaimed this way of 
diiiiking, in his tetter to the fenate; and declared 
^'^at there could be no ih^me in conquering witii 
the afliftande of the divinity. A remedy tor the 
prefent evils v^as therefore fought for in the ora- 
cles 6f the Sibyls, and all the fuperftirious praflices 
''•whi(fh the priefts df Apollo an^ the pontiffs pretended 
- to find recommended there, and which refembled ihofe 
of which tte have feen fcveral examples inthehifto»y 
■of the Republic, were carefully obferved and exe- 
cuted : fuch, among others, were luftrations of^the 
city and country, hymns fung by two choirs of 
tAiTdren whofe fethers and mothers were living, and 
facrifices of various kinds. It is remarkable that 
Aur^tan, in offering whatever is neceflary for the 
celebratioQ 



:cbv Google 



.J44 HISTORY. OF THE EMPERORS. 

celebration of thefe feafts, promifes to fend pri- 
foners of whatever nation may be defired. A proof 
that the ctuel and impious cuftom of facrificing 
human viflims was prafiiifed at Rome as long as ido- 
latry prevailed in that city. 

Vopifcus afcribes the return of Aurelian's good 
fortune to thefc wretched and criminal fupcrfti- 
tions. The truth is that this prince, being a good 
warrior, and warned by hts mifcarriages to proceed 
with more circumfpeftion, rcganed the fuperiority 
over the Barbarians, who had advanced as &r as 

na.Efii. Fano near the river Metaurus. There he defeated 
them, and forced them to return back towards the 
country from whence they came. He gained a 
fecond victory over them near Placentia, and a 
third in the plains of Ticinum, now Pavia. By 
this means he drove them quite out of Italy : and 
there is room to think that he even purfued them 
beyond the Alps, if we may afcribe to this time, 
as M. de Tillemont does with great probability, what 

""tf* Dcjnppus" relates concerning the Vandals. 

Nrgomition Thcfe pcopIc, having been conquered by the 

i.hhthi Romans in a great battle, foed for peace. To 
"^''' this end their kings had an interview with the em- 
peror, who would not come to any final agreement 
with them 'till he knew the fentiments of his army : 
a circumftance which fhews to what degree even 
the haughtieft and moft refolute of the Roman em- 
perors were then dependant on the foldiery. Au- 
relian therefore afTembled his troops, and laid be- 
fore them the treaty propofed by the Vandal kings. 
The fuldiers, weary of a war in which they had 
experienced fo m^ny vicifTitudes, declared that they 
chofe to reft fatisfied with the property they then 
enjoyed, without running any farther hazard : upon 
which the treaty was fettled, and peace concluded. 
Tlie Vandals engaged to return to their own coun- 
try; and Aurelian undertook to furniQi them with 
firovifions 'till they reached the Danube. The kings 

of 
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of the Vandals gave their own chitdtcn, and thofe 
of the principal chiefs of the army, as hoftages fn* 
dte jperformance< of their prnmife i ana two ' 

ttoufand of their cavahy inlifted among the 
Roman troops. Moft of the Vandals retired . 
quietly : but fome of them going out of their road 
as they were croffing the territories of the empire, 
in hopes of plunder ; the Roman commander who 
was direfted to cfcort their march, fell upon them 
with his troops, and killed five hundred of them : 
of which their kings were fo far from comfJaining, 
that they ordered the ringleader of thele marauders 
to be fhot to death with arrows. Aurelian, thiis 
freed from the -Vandals, led his army back into 
Italy, which the Juthongi were again preparing to 
invade. But their menaces were not put m execu- 
tion, at leaft that^ we know of, and Italy enjoyed 
perft^ peace during aU the reft of Aurelian's reign. 
'this important war was ended in the year of 
Chrift 271, that is to fay, in aboot twelve m<mths ^.Jt. icm, 
after h began. 

Aurelian returned to Rome, not with the fatis- Aanibnt^ 
fa&ioa of a conqueror who goes to his capital to !^*tr 
enjoy the applaufe due to his exploits, but withR***.*** 
the refentment of an offended prince, who brcatl^s £^^,,9. 
revenge. I have already obfervcd, that the unfuc- "^ "^^ 
cefcful beginning of the war occafioncd fome fedi- y^. ,1^. 
tions at Rome \ the caufe of which Aurelian, in his *»■ * *^» 
OW3 mind, imputed to the artful praftices of am- 
bitious men who privately afpired to the (ovc- 
rcignty. Whether this fufpicion was grounded, is 
more than we can fay. But among thofe chat were 
put to death on this account, we hnd a Domitian ; 
poflibly the fame who had afliimed the title of Au- 
guftus, as we find by fome medals ; or 3 General Titl-tt, 
of that name, mentioned in hiAory, who defeated 
Macrian in tire reign of Gallienus, and pretended 
to belong to the family of Vefpafian. Thefe, how- 
ever, arc only mere conjeftures, entirely un-noticed 
Vol. IX. L by 
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by Vopifcus, who, though always ready to pra'ife 
Aurelian, owns that he behaved on this occafion 
with greater rigour than sC prince more inclined to 
mercy need have done : and that he Ihed the blood 
of Icverai illuftrious fenators upon the bare, and. 
often grpundlefs, accufation of a fingle witnefs, 
wlicrfe own charader was, fometimes, very bad. 
The public hatred became the juft reward of this 
cruelty. Aurelian was efteemed for his great abi- 
lities, both in the management of war, and the go- 
vernment of the ftate : but none could love him i and 
he at laft experienced, as we Ihall fee, what a prince 
ought to fear who is feared by all. 
H> fcrtifiM The repeated dangers to which Rome had been 
RocDc, and eXpofed by the incurfions of the Barbarians, were 
^^^"* a warning to Aurelian to put it in a ftate of dc- 
»V.ffZ»/. fence. For five hundred years paft, that is to &j, 
£nce the wars of Hannibal, that city had not had 
caufe to fear any fordgn enemy. Far from tremb* 
■'" ling for her own lafety, fhe had extended the ter- 

ror of her name and arms to the extremities of the I 
world. But in the mean while her fortifications 1 
had been negleded, and her walls had periQied. 
Aurelian undertook to rebuild and fortify them ac- 
cording to the method then in ufe : and at the fame 
^'*^' time he extended* the limits of the city to the cir- 
cumference 

* finigh 1 hmvi tlftvAtn mfirt by ttnjwjl- ^l" waml 

mmdtKft§flhiie)iprtjSiani»r*if ef r«»m f*r an imtrta/ij mmm- 

dtr tubat lie ktmani talltd htr ef tiliani i»tu * /a^int 

pOHioniam profare, thtri •aims nafi* for mlargiitg tbi tx- 

bawevtr a difftTtnct im thit, ttnt of tbi citft But Jmrf 

but •aibieh ii ntt tafily umier Han did net tbtn tKttmd tbt 

faad. 7ii pomteriiim -wa* a pomarunn. 7bii Inft wtit tbt 

ttrtaim /pact etmftcratid bf tbt •uiark tf a latir timt 1 and t 

Juguri viilbim and tiiitbtnt irnnu att tDiU nvbat right 

tbt -vaalU tf tbt tily \ and iht bt bad la dt it, ai 1 ttn- 

txttnding tf that /pact wat a net find that bt tvtr aJAd 

friviltgt and btnear rt/trvtd any cannlry It lit deminitm tf 

H tba/e tabt bad txtenJid tbt tbt Rmatfi. St far frem it, 
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rence of fifty miles. Though he did not live to 
complete this great work, which his fucceHbr Pro- 
bus finifhed, it nevcEfhelefs bore his name» and is 
marked accordingly in M. d'Anville's plan of Rome 
prefixed to M. RoUin's Roman Hiftory. 

But thefe were not Aurelian's principal cares. He wito. 
His great objeft, after having fccured Italy by"***"^ 
the defeat of the Barbarians, was to re-unite to z^tSI"^ 
the empire all the vaft territories which had been ^°^^ 
difmembered from it through the negligence and in-V^, '^, ' 
dolenceofGallienus. Tetricus, who held Gaul, did "■*^'/' 
not feem to be at all enterp'rizing, and therefore 
the war againft him might be deferred without 
fear or danger. Zenobia, an aflive princefs, ar- 
dent, and ambitious, after having added Egypt to 
the dominions which Odenatus pofleffed, extended 
her prctenfions and her arms to Bithynia. Aureliaji 
judged it moft advifeable to begin with her, and 
to re-conquer the countries over which Ihe reigned 
in defpight of the Romans. It may not be im- 
proper here to give fome account of this heroine, 
Whofe humiliation and defeat was Aurelian's greatefl: 
,g'ory. ' 

Zenobia called herfelf a defcendant of the kings r-**, r^, 
of Egypt, and_ decorated her pedigree with the "^'^ 3°* 
names of the Ptolomy's and Cleopatra's, from whom 
ihe pretended to derive her origin. She had all the 
graces of her fex, beauty and regularity of features, 
fine eyes, and teeth as white as pearls : only the 
heat of the climate where Ihe was born, had 
given her 3 fomewhat brown completion. With 
; the embellilhments of her fex, ihe likewife poflefled 
it's foibles, the love of drefs, of money, and of 
Ihew. Her court refembled that of the kings of 
Perfia, and, like them, Ihe' made her futgeiits wor- 
,ihip her- Her chaftity, which was fuch that flie 
L 2 decUae4 

iBat hi ahandanid alt Tra- tarn, tccafiut t» *l^rmi. 
jan'i Pacia, at ivt fiall fin ^ 
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declined even the Ixwful ufe of marriage for any 
other than the imaiediate end ordained by the crea- 
. r>a. T''. tor, defepres great praife. She had feveral chil- 
^^■"•- dren by her hu(band Odenatus, three of whom arc 
jm. )6. known in hiftory : Herennianus, Timolaiis, and 
Vidjallath*. Their mother certainly had her rea- 
fons for giving thefe three princes names borrowed 
from three different languages ■, the firft Latin, the 
fccond Greek, and the third Syrian or Arabic. 
TrA Tr. By the qualities of the heart and mind, Zenobia 
^" ** was railed above her fm. She had all the virtues ' 
„^ and all the vices of ain hero : ambition^ intrepidity, 
thirft of conqueft, courage in danger, perfcveiance 
in labour, extcnfivc views, dignity and authority of 
3o> command. She always fpoke in high terms of 
Dido, Semiramis, and Cfcopatra, and lefembled 
them by her talents. Hef drels was a mixture ot 
feminine luxury and military grandeur. From the 
rinse of Odenatus*s death, Ine wore, with the- dia- 
dem, an imperial coat of mul richly adcuned with 
jewels. She huangued her foldiers, with a helmet 
on her head, and her arm naked. Accullomed, 
like her hulband, to the fatigues of hunting, fhe 
was a llranger to all perlbnal mdulgence and affec- 
ted deUcacy. When Ibe went in a carna^, the 
plaineft and rougheft was that wluch piealed hkt 
iao& : but the generally rode oa horleback. Some- 
times the walked, even journies of feveral miles. 
Though fhe was very fober, yet, as the neceffity of 
her anairs required her being often in the companyof 
men, fhe drank as they did; and even in her grand 
entertainments fhe kept pace with her generals and 

the 
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the Perlian and Annenian Iwds. Skilful in the art 
of governing, Ibe knew how to blend rigour and 
jnd«)g;encc, according to the merits and exigency 
«£ thecaJe; and notwithftanding her natural indi-' 
nation to accumulate, Ihe fpared no coft when mo- 
ney was necelfary for the execution of her deligns. 

- This princefs loved kaming, and even cultivated v^j^r.yi^ 
it herfctn She had with her the celebrated Longi- 
nus, who inftru^ted her in the knowledge of the 
Greeks. Befidcs her mother-tongue, which was the7nk/r. 
Syhan, Ihe Ipoke the Egyptian language pcrfedly, 
was weH acquainted with the Greek, and underftood 
tlie Latin, though, noc being fufficientty mtitrefs 
of it to fpeak it wich eafe, Ihe never ufed it. But 
Ihe made her fons, whom ihe treated on the footing 
<^ Roman emperors; always fpeak Latin, that be- 
H^ ^e language of the empire. She ftudied hiflx>- 
ly, which is the fchool i» princes; panicuhiiy 
that of her own country, and of the Ptolomy's, 
whom Ak KCkoned among her anceftors : and that 
her ideas of it might be the more complete and 
]Mrmanent, ihe herfelf - wrote an abridgement of hi- 
ilory. She read the Roman hiftory in the Greek 
authors who have written k. 

Zenobia is thought to have had a great Ihare in 
^ briUtant exploits by which Odenatus humbled 
the pride of Sapor. But flie is highly criminal, if f^^^^* 
it be true, as there ieems to be but too much rt^ks\.htia. 
to fufpeA, that Ihe turned againft her fon-in-law, 
and even sgabift her huftond, that intrepid boldnefs 
which did her lb much honour when dlfplayed 
againft armed enemies. After die death of Odena- 
tus, ihe look poficffion of thcoalenitiide of power 
under the name of her fofts, ffm of whom ihe de- 
corated with the title of Auguftus ; and by the 
«kath of MxtmiuE, who had hoped to reap the 
Ipoils of his prince whom heal&lCnated, and who 
enjoyed dw mwt of his criitfe but for a very ihctft 
time, ihe found h^rfclf lole xjuccn and empwft of - 
L3 ■ th^ 
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rr*srzS Ac Eaft. Gallienus's feeble efots w diftart) her* 
"■'were eafily defeated. Under Claudius, fhe did 
more : ior Ihc enlarged her dominions.: and wlulfl: 
that prince, fufficiendy cmfdoyed in fiemtning the 
torrent of the Goths, kept peace with her, that he 
might not have too many enemies upon his hands at 
once ; fhe took advantage of the opportunity, and 
conquered Egypt. 
' This acquifition was not made without difficulties 

luid battles. Zenobia had ^ured a party in that 
country, by the means of Timagcnes, an Egyptian, 
who was in her fervice ; and io back it, Ihe ienc 
thither her general Zabdas az the head of feventy 
thouJand Palmyrcnes and Syrians. The greater 
part of the Egyptiu\ nation had, however, not been 
gwned over by Timagcnes. On the contrary, we 
find that the old hatred of the Egyptians againft the 
Syrians revived on this occalion, and that they met 
Zabdas with an army of fifty thouland men. A 
battle was fought : tive Egyptians were amquered .- 
and Zabdas, thinking the work done, left only fiA 
thoufand men in the country, and returned with the 
reft of his forces. 

Juft at this time Probus, or rather Probatus, was 
chi^ng the fhips of the Goths at fea, in confequencc 
of the ordors he had received from Claudius : buc 
learmng the revolution in Egypt^he repaired im- 
mediately thither, and, re-animating the courage of 
the conquered nation, which fuffered impodently 
the yoke of the Palmyrenes, (for by that name 
we Ihall call, as the ancient authors do, all ch<^ 
that obeyed Zenobia) he ealily delivered that Coun- 
try from the five thoofand men which Zabdas had 
left there, and Egyptrteturncd witi joy » it's alle- 
giance to the Roman emperor. 

This advantage was of fhort duration. The Pal- 
myrcnes retum«i to the charge, and, though de-. 
ftated at firft in a great battle, at ]s& regained an , 
entire fjiperionty : For the coRquerora having pc^ti 
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'fiffed themfelves of a mountain near Babylon, a ' 

dry • within a fmall diftancc of the Nile, in hopes 
of cutting rfF-the retreat of the Palmyrcnes; Ti- 
magenes, who was bom in that country and knew 
it extremely well, found means, by private roads 
with which he was acquainted, to gain the fummic 

. of the hill, from whence falling fuddenly upon the 
enemies, he enurely defeated them. Probacus wds 
taken pr>foner, and killed himfelf out of defpalr. 
Egypt, then deftitute of forces and of a chief, ni- 
inained obedient to Zenobia, who reigned over it ip 
peace. [ 

Whilft her arms profpered in Egypt, all the na- rrd. tr. 
tions bordering upon Palmyra were awed "by her au- ^' J*^ 
thority, and the terror of her name. The Saracens, 
the Arabs, and the Armenians refpedted her, arid , ' 

did not dare to ftir. ' . 

This ambitious Queen fcems even to have formetf 
the defign of fubjeiting the whole- Roman empire 'tp 
her power, and, like Cleopatra, whofe defcendant Ihe " 

'called herfclf, fo have entertained thoughts of difta- 
eing her laws in the capitol. It was doubdcfs in this * 

view that fbe endeavoured to make an alliance with 
Viftoria, whofe influence was very great in Gaul, 
in order to attack Rome on . both fides at once, on 
the eaft afid on the weft. This plan mifcarrying, 
either by the death of Vitftoria, or by feme other 
accident, Zenobia ftill kept up to her pretenfions ; 
and towards the lattw end ef tte reign of Claudius, 
and in the beginning of that of Aurelian, (he gain- 
ed ground in Alia Minor. Cappadocia, and evenz*/. 
Bithynia had already acknowledged her fovereignty, 
and the [Afiage is very ftiort from thence to Europe, 

It was time that Aurelian ftiould ftop her pro- Antrftiafi* 
grefs ; which he made it his firft care to do, as foon^'-^^'* 
as he had fecured the tranqmlity of die Weft. In 
L 4 the 

* It liiat Jiittititd tlnFOt 'tht thtDtlia, A rmnti pari ^ »ld 
' fUet toitrt that rivtr, Jhii- Cairo Bill rttainitig tbt n^mi^ 
Mmg hit tvia braaebti, fai^t SahjUn. 
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pj^l^^^ the fccond year of his reign, be fee out from Rome 
in iHyikam U> in3Fch agunft Zeoobia, t^ing his rout through 
^T^' Dlyricum, and rooting out the latent feeds of dif- 
tt" ' cord wherever he piifled. In Diiitnaiia, Jie deftn^- 
$vi. tfit. ^ th^ ufurper t Septimiys, who had caufcd hitn- 
felf to be proclaimed AuguHus by the foldiers un- 
der his command, and whom tho& very foldiers* 
either intimidated or bribed by Aurelian, killed 
within a -few days. Advancing into lllyricum, he 
; defeated leveral parties of Barbarians, and aiierwards 
pafTed the Danube to encounter Cannabas or Canna' 
bald, king of the Goths, whom he conquered, and 
kiOed in ^ctle, with five thoufand of his men. He 
likewife gained feme advantages in Thrace orcr 
other Barbarians who ravaged that country i and in 
- this manner he arrived at Byzantium. 
Vt piflia ■ As foon as he had croffcd the Sireights, Buhynia 
Afil.'^Thhfubmitted without refifting. Ancyra, the metro- 
dtjr of Tp- poiis of Galatia, likewife opened her gates to him. 
up "o'h^ Tyana Hopped him in Cappadocia : which threwhioi 
V»"&z!f '"'° *"'^'' ^ P^'O"' ^^^ ^^ '^^'■c he would not leave 
r^f, °' a dog alive in the city : that was his exprefiiofl. 
Accordingly he prepared to befiege it. But one of 
it's inhabitants, whofe name was Heraclacnmon, 
thinking it madnefs to pretend to hold oiu ^atoH: 
an imperial army ^omm^nded by the prince in per- - 
fon, and fearing to be enveloped in the difafter of 
his country, chafe rather to fave himfelf, as he ho- 
ped, by betraying it. He kt Aurelian into the 
city, and %l onqc put him >n pofleflton of it. 
Ke pun the AuTclian behaved on this occaQon like a great 
d'cjthl* d prince, doing juftice, and at the lame time Ihewing 
i^ithe mercy. Hcraclammon's trealbn, though ufeful (o 
"' him, 'did not appear the 1^ odious: and b«ng 
fenfible that he oould never trull the man who had 
betrayed his own country, he made hiot &i&r cbe 

juft 

■f Tiu Seflimm maf p'J^iff I eUHtiBii ai «nt */ fb finaUrt 
It the Eptimius wiua Zi^nut | ififl/ Aartlian pat tt Jialb, 
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jn&. podifhmeat of his tnane, by wdtrlng fbme of 
Mm ft^dkn to kill him pnvaxdy. CarcliiU hoir- 
ever, not to exceed the bounds, of a juft ftVerity, 
And to aroid even the fuijucton of avartce, he fpa- 
red the children of a guiny father, and gave them 
their parent's eftate, which was very confiderable. 

It was a great comfort to the unfortunate t'yani- 
xas K> be revenged of the traitor by the hand of 
thdr conqueror: belides which, they themfelvts 
experienced the clemency of Aurehan, whom the 
vnexpei^d ^icility of the conqueft had probably 
Ibocbed. HeraclatmnMi was the only one among 
them that periflied. No other loft either .life or for- 
tune. The Roman foldicrs, remembering thecx- 
prelBon which had cfcaped their emperor, defired 
leave to plunder the city and maflacre all it's inha- 
Intants. ** That, laid Aurelian, is not what I 
" fwore. Go, kill all the dogs." By this iavour- 
ible conftrudion he mercifully eluded- the apparent 
mean'mg of his ralh vow ; and the Roman troops 
!weie ib ftrtdly dtfciplined under him, that they 
obeyed without murmuring, though difappointed 
in their hopes of a rich booty. 

The hiftorian oi this emperor introduces here the Pretn*)! 
nsrvellotis. He afcribra. Aurelian's mildnefs to- ''^^l"^'* 
wards the peot^ of Tyana to an apparition of the tJt^^a, 

Ehilofofifaer Apollonius, who, interefting himlelf hi 
Ehalf of his country, appeared to the emperor in a 
dream* and fpeaking to him, not in Gt-eek, though 
that was his mother tongue, but in Latin, to be the 
-better. iuiderflood. by him m whom he fpoke,. re- 
^peated thrice thcfc words: ** Aurelian 1 If you 
" would conquer, ^arc my fcllow-citizcns." Thfe 
author of this fliory believed all the fables that havit- 
been lekted concerning Apollonius : and it coft 
}uin no great trouble to add this to To many others.' An impnu 
The fame writer, in the detail he gives us of the ^^^ 
manner in which the citywas taken, introduces a"i='«J. f<«- 
«ircumftaace, which, though not «f the £une kind li^i^ 

as Ty"». 
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u the imraculous dream of which I have bfcn 

ipeaking, will find little more credit with judicious 
. readas. He lays, that the traitw pointed ovt to 
Aurelian a place where he could eafily dimb up to 
the t<^ o£ the wall : that he acccH^ingly did climb 
up m his purple coat of mail ; and Ihcwing himlelf - 
£roni thence both to the bcfieged and the bcfiegers, 
filled the city with terror, and his own people with 
joy, and by that means became raaftcr of the place. 
Can any one believe that a general^ and an empe- 
ror, Ihould thus wantonly expofe himfdf for what 
the loweft officn in hi» army could have done full 
as well? 
zoraUaat Zcnobia, either leis quick in her motions tfaait 
btilTto. * Aurelian, or unwtlUng to remove too far from the 
i««n the center of her dominions, waited fo' the enemy at 
tStw-t^e entrance of Syria, where fhe had aGcmblcd 
immat. great forces. Antioch was ho- place of arms : and 
cf^S^. when Ihe know that the Roman emperor was march- 
ing thither, flie fent ag^nft tum her general Zabdai 
at the head of a powerful Urmy. A great battle 
was fought by the horie of each fide near Immte, i 
town (M Syria, at fome diftance from Antioch. 
Aurdian feared the heavy armed cavalry of the Ori- 
( ^ cntals, though they had never feemed formidable to 
any but the ancient Romans ; and to conquer them, 
he had recourfe to .a ftratagem. He ordered his 
horfe to fly before that of the enemy, 'till fuch time 
as the latter Ihould be fatigued and exhauftftd by the 
purfuit, and then to face about and charge them. 
This artifice, &> common in war, fucceeded. The 
'Falmyrenes eagerly ptirfued the Romans, ' whole 
flight was only feigned : and. when thefelaft percei- 
ved that their adverfaries were quite fpcnt, over- 
come with heat, and fcure able to bear the ^weight 
^f their arms, they turned upon them, attacked 
them vigoroufly, put them in diforder, felled them to 
the ground, and trampled to death under the fectof 
their horfts even mote thBa:they killed wkh thefword. 
. ■ , ' In 
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In this battle an officer calletf Pompeunus, and fur- '■/• <^''**> 
named Francust the Franks diftii^ifhed himfelf 
gp%atly. This fumame feems to indicate that be was 
« Frank by origin, though his name is Roman. 

Zabdas, having thus loft that part of his forces ^^^*J|^ 
in which he confided moft, retreated towards An- octi to &. 
tioch : and in wder to gain admittance into that ""^ 
city, which he doubted whether the inhabitants 
woidd otherwife grant him, he caufed it to be re- 
ported upon the toad, that he was ctmqueror, and 
had taken the Roman emperor prifoner. He car- 
ded with him in & £t , as captive, in the middle of 
his troops, a man decorated with the imperial oraa- 
ments, and not unlike Aurelian in (hapc and age. 
He entered Antioch under favour d this deceit : 
and having in&rmed Zenobia of what had happened, 
they both left the city in the night, taking with 
them all the Palmyrene troc^s^ and made the beft 
of their way to Emola, there to prepare to fuftain a 
new attack. 

Aurelian, who did not otpcft Zabdas's retreat, ^I^^JJ^ 
marcrhed out of his camp the day after this engage- Antioc'tuHt 
meirt erf" the horfci in order to come to a general *'"''*'•'■*" 
biKtle. But finding that his enemies were gone, he '^' 
purfued them, and arrived at Antioch, from whence 
. the fear <rf his feverity had driven away great part 
of it's iohatntants. Their abrm -was groundle&: 
for Aurelian immediately declared that he looked 
upon what they had done as the efie£l of necdTity, 
and not of any ill will towards him or the empire : 
and in confiiquence of this he (»dered proclamatioA 
to be made in alt the ne^hbouring cities, afliiring 
the fiigidves that they might return with perfe^ 
' lafety. They did fo i and Antioch was foon re- 
pet^led. 

When Zcaobia fled from Antioch, Ihe left a body^^;*^*" 
. of troops upon an eminence which commanded the Emdk. 
'&mous fuburbs called D^hne. Her defign proba-- r^'^k 
bly wa3.tj>,ftQP Aur^itti's. purfuit» 'fill ihe could 
i . have 
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have time to lock about her, and be ready to give 
him a proper rec^ion. In cSe&, Aureltan was 
obliged to fight thefe troops before he could dif- 
lodge them irom their advantageous and impcHtant 

g)ft : after which, continuing his march towards 
mefa, be made himlelfmafter of Apainxa,Larifla, 
and Arethu&, which lay in his way, and which vo- 
luntarily opened dietr gates to him. 
•utkncsHT Upon his arrival near Emefa, he ibund the PaU - 
Al!Ie"mre- i"y'"C armv confifting of feventy thoufand men, 
nnini cm- Waiting for him under the walls of that dty. We 
IJtoTAa^ are not told the number of Aiwelian*5 troops : but in 
fc«fcif up all prob^iiity they at leaft equalled, if they did not 
"''•'"*"■ furpafs, thofc ofZenobia; and great part of them 
confifted of Europeans Inured to war by riieir feve- 
iral frequent engagements with the Bwbarians of the 
North.' Others of them were AfiatJcs, among 
whom Zofimus muitions the foldiers of Paleffine, 
^ho, befides the ufual armour of other troops, had 
great clubs and poles» of .which they made admi- 
zable ufe in the time of a^^on. 

■ The two armies were not long in prefence of each 
other befoi'c they engaged, ■ and the viftory was ob- 
fkinately difputed. The Palmyrene cavalry gained 
a con^lete advantage over that of the Romans. 
It was more numerous : and the Romans having 
made a movement in order to extend their front, 
to prevent being furrounded, the enemy's horfe, 
which attacked them at that very inftanr, eafiiy 
broke their difordered ranks, and put them to ffight. 
But at the fame time they made the reft of their 
army lofe the fruit of this happy beginning, by 
amufing themfelves with purfuing the fiigitives. 
The Rocnan iniantry, whole ftrength was invincible, 
feeing that of the Orientals deprived of the affi- 
fiance of it's horfe, advanced againft it, and put it 
in diforder. Then it was that the troops of Pa-- 
leftine did excellent fervice, by knocking down witli 
their heavy dubs men CQvered with iron, whgm 

■ '- fwords 
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fmuds and darts could not cafily pierce The ca- 
valry of the Rotnaos, reanimatrd by the courage 

and fuccefs of their infantry, rallied and fOTtned a- 
ncw, and Aurelian gained a decifive vidory. The 
Palmyrenes left the field of battle ftrewed with 
their dead: and fuch of them as dcaped took 
Ihelter in Emefa. Zenobia having coVedted toge- 
ther the fhattered remains of her armyj hdd a 
council to confult what was beft to be done. She 
could not depend upon the afie^Hm of the people 
of Emda, who were all Romans in their hearts 
and inclinations} and a Ipeedy remedy was re- 
quifite to guard ^;ainft farther danger from Aure- 
lian, who was not of a temper to leave his victory 
imperfc^ She therefore determined to remove 
farther, and lliut herfelf up in Palmyra, her capt- 
tal, a ftrong city, well provided, and able to bear 
a long liege, during which llie hoped to find ^fh 
refources, and to retrieve her fortune by dint of 
perfeverance. 

The battle of Emefa is (o great an event, that tlie Prt«a>M . 
account of it could not fail to be embelliftied wth "l^h'h J* 
fomewhat of the marvellous. Vopifcus relates, that >«mm rf 
in the beginning of the aftion, wliilft the cavalry ^^^htf 
gave way and quitted the fight, a divinity, of au- i^noti^ 
guft form, far above the condition pf mortals, was ^''^' ' 
^en to exhort the infantry to advance and attack the 
enemy. The fame writer adds, that Aurelian, af- 
ter the viftory, entering Emefa, where he was re- 
ceived with joy, and thinking it incumbent on him 
to repair direftly to the temple of the god Elagabal, 
to pay to him the duties of religion, immediately 
knew again, in the form under which that god was 
worlhipped, the divine objeift which had been fo 
ferviceable to him in the battle. It is not an eafy 
matter to cooceive the poflibility of this refemblance : 
' for the divine objeft, as it is called, which exhorted 
the Roman foldiers to fight, doubtlefs appeared in 
9 human (hape ) and the god Eiagabul was a ftone 

of 
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of conic form. But Vopifcus does not mind fuch 
triBing dtftindions. He fays that Aurelian, firack 
with this wonderful refemblaoce, ihlUntly found 
that he owed his vidtory to the protection of this 
god, and chat in confequence thereof he adorned 
the temple of Emefa with rich offerings, and after- 
wards built a magnificent temple to the Sun, which 
was the fame as Elagabal, in Rome. It is true that 
Aurelian fignalized his fuperftitious piety towards 
the Sun in evoy ihape. But, as we obferved be- 
fore, he had inbibed in his infancy a veneration for 
that planet, ot which his mother was prieftefs ; and 
rtf' <*r. a fpeech of his, made in the time of Valerian, 
■** ftiews us how faithfully he had preferved thofe firft 

imprelfions by which he had been uught to look 
upon the Sun ' as the fure and vifible god. 
AnneiiM Aurelian immediately purfued Zenobia. In his 
C/S™' march from Emcla to Palmyra, he was haraficd by 
fcrfwepu- the Arabs, who, robbers by profeffion, accuftomed 
5?5^ri. to live by plunder, and quick as lightning in then: 
attacks and retreats, followed then the very fame 
. trade as they do now. Such enemies, though very 
troubleibme, were not able to obftruft Aurelian's 
progrefs. He arrived before Palmyra, and prepar- 
ed to belike it, in order to end the war by the re- 
duftion otihat place, 
crertiffl. The city of Palmyra, very famous in antiquity, 
i!«^ <^ and of which ibme magnificent ruins ftiU rem^n* 
(itf. was founded by Solomon, according to the tefti- 
***■ mony of Jofephus, who affures us that the city 
called Thadmor in the ori^nal text of the Scrip- 
cures, is the lame with Palmyra. It's fituation ren- 
dered it ftrong and important, being in the middio 
of a fertile track of land, well watered with excellent 
fprings, and entirely furrounded by arid and un- 
, cultivated defarts : fo that, to ufe Pliny's exprelTion \ 
it iras in a manner feparated by nature from the 

nrft 
* * 

• Dii ficitnti & Dem certns Sol, &c. 

* V<l4t tenia exempt* a reran paton. Flin. A af J 
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Tcft of the world. Thus placed between two grcH 
empires, that of the Parthians, and afterwards of 
the Perfiwis on the Eaft, and that of the Romans 
on the Weft, it prefcrved itfclf, merely through the 
e&cellence of it's ntuation, independant of both i . 
W^as always courted by them when they quarrelled- 
or went to war, and had never been reduced by 
either. Under Odenatus and Zenobia it rofe 03 it's 
higheft pitch of grandeur, and became the (;apital 
ofa vaft empire. 

Zenobia took care not only to make it a rich ci- ^f"**^*^ 
ty, biJt to provide it well with all neceflaries forta^^it 
var. This is attefted by Aurelian, in a letter which Jf"- 
he wrote whilft he was befiegtng it. '* One would ''' ■ 
** hardly believe, fays that prince, wh^ quantities 
'* of arrows, darts, and ftones for annoying an cne- 
*' my, there are in Palmyra. Every part of it's 
*• walls is defended with three or four engines for 
*^ hurling thofe ftones, whilft others throw out 
*■* fire : in ihort, no kind of military ftores is want- 
** ingtn the place, than which none ever was- bet- 
** ter prepared to make a long and vigorous .re- 
*' fiftance." 

' Aurelian, forefeeing how difficult it would be to AoreH«rt 
take Palmyra by force, refolved to try the gentler i^f^^'j;,^ 
roe^ns of negotiation. He probably flattered him- d«ee b«t» 
ftlf that his prefence in the country, backed by a ^''""^' 
viftorious army, might have damped Zenobia's 
courage, and difpofed her to prefer the affurance of a 
mild and favourable treatment to the hazards of 
war. Upon this fuppofition, he fent her a letter 
Couched in the following terms : " Aurelian, Em- 
** peror, and reftorer of the Roman power in the. 
** Eaft, to Zenobia and all that are engaged in her 
** caufe. You ought to Jiave taken of your own 
« accord the ftep which I now order by this letter. 
•* i command you to furrender yourfelves to me, 
*• upon my promifing, as I am gracioufly pleaied 
f* to do, riiat I will permit you to live. " You, Ze- 
' "' nobia. 
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" nobia, in particular, fliall Ibend your life quiedy - 
" in the place where I will fettle you with the ad- 
. " vice of the fenate. You ftiall deliver up to the 
*' Homan people all your jewels, gold, filver, fillc^ 
■ ** hories, and camels. I will continue the Palmy- 
•» renes in all the rights they have hitherto en- 
** joyed." 
ZowUi't ' This letter had not the eife£): which Aurelian ex- - 
rUukio- peeled. Zenobia was too rcfolute to think of a vo- 
luntary degradation : and accordingly Oie replied in 
3' ililc as haughty as that in which Ihe was addrelKd. 
Thefbllowmg was her anfwcr. " Zenobia, queen 
*' of the Eaft, to Aurelian Auguftus. Never did 
. •• any one demand by letter, what you require. It 
** is by the Ilrength of arms that wars are ended. 
** You would have me furrender» as if you did ■ 
»* not know that Qeopatra, formerly, preferred. 
<» death to fcrvitude, even though attended with 
*f the greateft mitigations. Wc expeft immediate - 
** aflillance from the Perlians : the Saracens and 
** the Armenians are for us. A few Arabian n^ 
•* bers have defeated your army, Aurelian. What . 
** then will be the cafe when the forces of our alltea , 
*' ftiajl have j«ned us ? You will furely then Jajr 
** alide that haughtinefs with which you coiamaod. 
** me to {ubmit, as if you was already conqueror." 
•neRettit Zenobia's anfwer leaving no hopes of a voluntarjr 
r»Vi'» fubmiffionj Aurelian, determined to force her, form-^ 
a^: ' ed the fiege of Palmyra, in the courfe of which he 
behaved like a brave and experienced commander. 
He took great care to have his army well fupplied. 
with all neceOarics} and as he was encamped .in a 
barren country, he ordered all the people louad 
about it, that were under his obedience, to bring, 
him daily plenty of provifions. He defeated the 
Periians who were coming to the afliftance of the.- 
befl^ed ; and, partly by perfuafion, partly by force, 
made the Saracens and Armenians change fiaes and 
jbin him. He fougfct in perfon- in fcveral engage- 
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ments, and in one of them was wounded by an 
arroWi 

The Palmyrenes defended themfclves at firft 
with fuch advantage, that they even infulted their 
befiegcrs, ironically advifing them not to .attempt 
impoflibilities. One of them attacking the empe- 
nx with abufive words, wasjuftly puniflied for nil 
daring infolence : for whilft he was indulging him- 
feif in impertinent bravadoes, a Perlian archer, who 
was near Aurelian, faid to him : " If you approve 
** of it, my lord, I will chaftifc that fellow for his 
*' impudence." Which Aurelian having agreed to, 
the f^rlian placed fome of his comrades belbre him 
whilft he bent his bow, and then let fly an arrow 
which inftantly brought down the Palmyrenc, 
who fell from the walls, dead, in the midft of the 
Romans. 

The fiege lafted a great while, and nothing but ^^^^[' 
the want of provilions could at lafl: get th^ better of win[orpn>' 
Zenobia's refiftance : though even then ibe difdain- ^|[|,^"',f^ 
ed to fubmit to the conqueror. To avoid this, (he mnping to 
refolved to fly to the territories of the Perfians, to pl^^CJ,*"-, 
JbUicit their Pittance : and accordingly fhe mount- taken. ' 
cd one of her fwifteft camels, and reached the Eu- 
phrates, which was only a day's journey from Pal- 
myra. But Aurelian, being immediately informed 
of her flight, fent after her a detachment of his horfe, 
which overtook her juft as fhe had ftepped into a 
boat to crofs the river. The Romans leized her, 
and carried her to the emperor, who, upoo her be- 
ing prefented to him, aflted her with an angry 
voice, how fhe had dared to infult the Roman em- ^^^^ ^^ 
perors. Her anfwer was flattering, but neither a>r. '30.' 
mean nor timid. " I acknowledge you for empe- 
•* ror, laid flie to him ; you who know how to 
•* conquer: but Gallienus, and others like him, 
** never feemed to me worthy of that name." 

According to Zofimus, the Palmyrenes did notTbePtW- 
all ^rec to furrender their city to Aurelian even '^^^"I'i^ 

Vol. IX. M after .«,r^«* 
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after he had taken ZttidWa. But it is tntnt proba- 

yc that Ihc, at the time of her leaving them, had 

exhorted them to h6W out 'tifl Itit ftcftrtd Tttwn 

with afiittaiice ffofn the Perfiiins \ and that Ittring 

loft aH hopes by her being made ptifofler, Aey etn- 

brated the Only remaining fCrredy, ittA ittiplattd 

the mercy of th* etm»uttOr. Axiwian, ffltnrd by 

their praytrs, Crafitcd them fifi: and liberty, and 

contehced hiiiuelf With ftrlppmg them of their 

riches. 

A<Kt»fl Thus maftct of ^Imm, and thhikirjg Ms Su- 

Kd^" tliority tlifikiently eftabliftied in it, Aattiiau recorn- 

r«« Vibai- ed to f^me^ Snd diere OTdered ^enobia and Iict 

i"t.!^" adherents lo be tried by a coiltt, ^t which he 

f^^ Ar. hknfelf prgfided. The K'amsn foldiert dfcinandd 

jo-fiTz./. her death: and If *e bditvt Zofimm, ftc pitrchtf- 

ed her life by meanly laying all the blame lOf the 

wai: upon her codnfellot's and minifter*. Fbr my 

, part, 1 rather ptefev Vopifcus's ■account, accofdinfc 

to wtiich this princefs bwed her Rfe to the geiwt^- 

Tjn\«.' ty of Aiireliart, *hothoi#it it wotildbtati Jifgte- 

rioiis aftion to ptit to deam a woman whb w^ be- : 

come his captive. Me likewife judged ehat tfieRo- 

mah empire Was under sa obKgatiOrt to Zcndbia, 

whole courage and good conduft had f*gfisrvwS the 

" provinces of the Eaft frbWi being attacked t^ *he 

■Perfians. And laMy, Ms vanity was flattefed *drii 

"the thought of having Ms trjufflph graced hy ihc 

5^relence of fo iltuftribuS a priforter : for he va3fiicd 

himfclf much apon his viftory, and Was hig^ty 'ofi 

fended at fome ■*ho f^id th^t the conqoerirrg of a 

woman was no grfeat exploit. Such a Woman as 

*;>^'^'-/^'Zendfaiajuft!y feemed tb him preferatfle to Ynm^ 

, men. He therefore fpaftd the life of this prihcsfs, 

" and extended the fame mercy "to her thh-d foil "Va- 

ballath. As to the tWo othera, Kterennlattas -and 

Timolaus, authors differ greatly cohcemii^ thfem. 

Some, contrary toalt probability, (ay they "frerr put 

to death by Aurclian ; and oihers, that they died a 

natural 
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fi^ani ^eptt : vr^]^ other* u^in pretend due diey 
were led in triumph with their mother. ^U sve 
fdi^wai^m 'W'vk 90y certainty, is that tfaey I^ 
mgfie4 mth fbfiir mother* aa4 Uut Timobui way 
# gr«ft pfwficfem for ^B age in tbe Latin f^uenc*. 
is "ertflr fefp«4ts tfepy are but little known, and Va- 
kfiJi^ is jche mly one of Zjen«tnA's ^ons ctf* whom 
A^^i^uity mak^ aoy fneouQit after 4weiun*s 

Thf priflcjpsl pcrfons of Zenobia's court, andj*^^ 
IDftiqijl^y th^^e to whom che firfl: uaderfyking of o»"r<:itM 
^ W v*a impirticd, or who had affifted in car- ^^' " 
fcymg ic .cwi were not treated with the laiqe indul- fvar z*/. 
^n(« «? E^ir queen. Aiudunordeisd them richer 

; Do b<e ^ to d^h dir«<^7) lOr to be kept'tM he crpf- 
^ tlw ThraeidD Bo^htuvs, and then txf he drown- 
ed ^ Fbe iei^ 

Ammg «brfe iwfco pcriihed at Emela, was the tik jma 
celebrated Longimw, ffhofc death, reflets l^mc on""*^"""* 

■ himfbAiifitcder^ ix, [^ excelled in rhetotic and 
f^vf^^i w4 ^^e fiili hayeJQjjis well known tDca- 
ifiJf pf ;j^ ;$u^[9e, an indi^iu^e pooof of his fu- 
pimm. merit. His crime was tjjiat he bad drawn up 

. 4hp locrer ,wjsch Zent^ fent in aofwer to Aurelian's 
jcOflHOMd » her M iurrender. Can iUia^us.be 

, idta^atA guilqr for hwipgicntettd into iihe Ipiric (^ 
,til>e <t9iKAQ ffw<^ fecretjuy lie .was ? He dufi»cd 
i«ie«^ wk £ve«: fointoide, evwn cndcavouriag him- 
Ailf to CQ(iat(»^t th<^e >vhQin bi» melancholy iace 

■- ted with $Kiy ^4 Andignatioa. 

WJ»ilft Attrelifui jn»de war .upon Zenobia in 
£^ft, JiisiieuxeiMnt FfoUu roccoiquered %ypt fi 
liv. T^ goRoral, who «&eivards Jsccame em 
iftr, ;h^ itriumphed wver all iche ofibrts of the 1 
ffiyrenes, who had Swg^ bravely to defend i 
Aoefiaeft, i>u£ had jiot been able to rofift the 
pertttw ffvce and mctit of tfurtr enemy. Auceli 
^ving thus re-united to the Roman empire all i 
Ma Zenc 
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-Zenobia had dlfmembcred from ic, fct out on his 
return to Europe. 
Anraiun, Hc had cFoffed the Bofphorus, and even defeated 
r«''b^ Eu- fome parties of Carpians who were over-runnihg 
roptj-im. Thrace, when he learnt that the Palmyrtnes had 
rf'p^myra. revoked. One Apfsus, who had been attached to 
''■'f ■ -*"■• Zenobia, and had cfcaped Aurehan's inquiries and 
z>/.^'' revenge, returning to Palmyra, exhorted it*s inha- 
bitants to ihake off their yoke, and was liftened to. 
They founded MarccUinus, who commanded in 
Mefopotamia, and endeavoured to prevail upon 
him to afliime the purple. But he, faithful to his 
prince, put them off from time to time, whilft he 
informed Aurelian c^ what was palling ; 'till at taft, 
growing weary of his delays, they mallacred the 
KoDun garrifon that was in their city, with it's 
commander Sandarion, and proclaimed emperor a 
relation of Zenobia, who is called Achilleus by Vo- 
pifcus, and Antiochus by Zofimus. 
*I'r'""^ Aurelian, always ready, turned back immedi- 
givrtThe' ately upon the receipt of this news, and arrived 
*^j'jp.^'"at Antioch before the Palmyrenes heard of his 
*"" ■ having left Europe. Aftoniriied at this amazing 
difpatch, they opened their gates to him without 
attempting to refift. But this forced fubraiflion 
did not fave them from the rigorous chaOifement 
which Aurelian thought juftly due to their rebellion. 
The city was delivered up to the fury of the fol- 
dicrs, who plundered. and facked it, and Ihed tor- 
rents of blood, wtdiout refpe^ing either fex or 
• ■ age. This dreadfulcxecution lafted feveral days: 
at the end of which Aurelian, at laft fatisfied, or- 
dered his troops to ceafe their rage againft the de- 
plorable remains of a late moll flourifhin'g people. 
The ufurper of the purple feemed to him too 
mean an objed to be deprived of life : nor 
would he * deftroy the buildings of the city 

for 

• ^t/pi/cMi »ni Zc^mit faj mfra. Bui Anrtlian's atuit Itt- 

ihal Aitrtlian difirnytd Pal- Ur, qmltd bj Vtpifciu bimfilf, 

wumtiiBi 
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for the iault of their wretched inhabitants : fo far 
from it, that he ordered the temple of the fun, 
which the greedy foldiers had robbed of it's orna- 
nients and riches, to be reftored to it's former 
magnificence and fplendor. Palmyra then was not 
dettroyed : but it fulfered greatly, and did not re- 
coyer from this fevere difafter 'till a long time after. 
Ic reraMned in a ftate of ruin and delolation, 'till P'-«fP- * 
Juftinian repaired and fortified it a-new, to make -^ 
it a barrier agdnft the incurfions of the Saracens. 

Aurelian, after having puniflied Palmyra, had Egypt "' s°" |T* 
^ain to reduce, which had revolted at the fame time denl^'/vir- 
The author of this rebellion was Firmus, an old ""=■ *|'^ 
friend and ally of Zenobia, who, feeing the power the pm^ie 
of that queen deftroyed, had t^en advantage of ^"^^_^^ 
the conqueror's abfence, and of the ficklenefs of 3^, '&Tr'im. 
the Alexandrians, ever fond of novelty, to get^^- 
himfelf proclaimed Auguftus. His riches facili- 
tated the fuccefs of his enterprize. Great part of 
the paper * manufaftures of Egypt belonged to 
him, and he traded by fea to India, and received 
■ fix>in each of thefe branches a vaft income. His 
M 3 allies 



mrtiHeni fart'tiijarlj that tbi mail tf fitur, might afford a 

HiJ fmbfifiid afttr tbtmaffatrt Jiu-t tf nBurifimitt, ihij fiiffufi 

y »^j iiibahihiiitt. that Firmui mtant, that he 

• Acttrdiwg ta V»pi{e^, ht cauU gaihir ai much af ihe 

t^i to faj, that hi tauld ftii Papyrus, and make at muih 

an army -with bit fafer and fafii, at miauld /uhjifi an antg 

fafit: by vshitb M. d* Till*- that ^ould ftid upaa them in 

«•«/ muderfiamdt tbt fr»fil Hud. But thi jaict af the 

iwbieh tbafi «« lammBditiei Papynis. and Firmai*f fafie, 

trBUgil bim in. Cafaaban and tvatld have beta paa^ fend »»- 

Salmafiut, in their note) ufon dttd. The reader luill per. 

y«pifeui, thinking it incredibU eeivt by this lohy I home nU 

that ht finuli have fitch im- menthned Firmui''] faying in 

Ktnft rithei, ft aaalbtr can- my text, but have infentd it 

firitBitm Mpan tie/t viardi af hire, that be may net it di- 

Firmui. As ielb lb* juieei af frived af it. 
lit flant papyrus, and fajie 
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allies w«re the Blertimycs f dtid the SaraCens, hbtJi 
■warlike cations, and ht hiftifelf was a man of 
parts and refolutiwi, cipable of cdndufting great 
affairs. Atirelian went frdni MelbpOtafnia to Egypt, 
to fight him. The war *?as not Iblig, flof the c- 
vent doubtful. Aurellan himfelf, ^^g 6f it in ' 
an ediA addreflbd td the Rdman pe6^e, faVs t 
" Wt havt put tt> flight the Egyptian robber 
" Fimms ; we have bfefieged him, taken him, and 
** made him expirt on the rack.** 

The laft words of tht fragtheht of this edift, 
which Vopifcus has preferved, art rematkable, and 
fliew that the Romans were noW abfolutely no bet-^^ 
tcr than an idle and voluptuous people. So greatly 
had they degenerated fiotn iheir priftiiie glory ! 
After acquainting them that the fupplies 6f tortj 
from Egypt, which Fjt-mus had fbpprefl&d, W6ut4 
be fent regularly for the future, Aurelian adds-, 
»' I will t^e cate ' that Rome flialt h6t bfe difr 
»* lurbed by any utteaflnefi. Follow your dlv<a-v 
*' fions, your games, and yoUr races ift the cireus. 
»' The care ofih£ public is oUr biifincfsUetpleaftiM 
*' be yours," 
t.R. jotf. Firmus cannot have reigned longer than a few 
months. Both his ambitious elevadon aiid his fall 
Ijiappcned within the courfe of the year <^ Cbrift 
273, which is alfo that in which JSenobia Was 
twcen prifoner, and Palmyra was fiickcd. Sur- 
prizing things are told of the ftrength pf body of 
this ufurper, and d the capacity of his ftomach 
for eating and drinking. Such asai^ curtoiJs of thcrfit 
details, may fihd them in Vopifcus. 

To Aurelian's war againft Firmus, or to tfi4t 
©f Probus a little before in Egypt, may be refer- 
red 

• Egp efficUm ne At ali> Not paUita necefint« («■£• 
gaa foUkiludo Romana. Va- ant, vot Dccufcni roluputea, 
^Ff l»di*, Wfatc firccDfiboi, ftf. /!>»■ 5- 
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T^d the d^tu&ioR 9S 9^udhfUEn, a gF«$t quarter of 
Akwaodria, which, according tQ AtDOjlwys Mv-^-"^ 
c«;UinD4, WW rvisidd u^d^r Aureliaq, «nd rena»intd 
tkrereed ever afeer. 

AurelisD, conqueror of Palmyra and of Egypt, "« r*<"n» 
returned into the Weft, to compkie, by ih? re- wtfl", 'nj 
ciudlioB of Gaul, the re-upion of all Hk parts which "'™"' 
]»d been diib6fl>bered from the empire. He fwc- tmpi,=.''4e! 
twded e»61y ia this expedition, being aflifted by the ^'jf;;^,^^^7« 
Tery pcribn againit whom he made ih« war. rurr""X'^ 

Tctricuj had re^ed fix yesws over GayJ, Spain, ["^"[^'^"p 
and firit^^ or rather he bwe the title of cnipe- *v- '*'■- 
rer in thofe prownces, without having trjucii power. ^^;^J™** 
Condnnally «i:po&d to the rourmyrs and feditions&f'isr' , 
of tuoops mutinous of rhcmfclves, and rendered ^;;^fy^^ 
ftiU more To by one Fauftinys, rf whom wp know z»/. zm:. 
nething fenher, he was grown fo weary of the vio- 
ient agiiatioofl in which he paOed hjs life, and of 
the dajogers which iUrrouoded hitD inceffantly, that 
iie iosged to xmirn to bis lirft [H-ivat« ftatiqn, 
but t»\M Dot dbtain even that fatisfaftion- His 
name was oecefiary to the rebels, to cover their 
ptietcnfioiis. Thus tyranired by thofe who called 
cfaemfclvc* his ful^eita, he iaipbred Aurelian's 
alfiftance, nSog in his httti to hi^ on that occa- 
-Son this half luie of Vij^l, Eripe me bis^ Jjiviife, 
malts: ♦* Invincible prince, deliver me from tiic.ic 
*' eTili." A'Urchan did not want any great invi- 
tation to -go to Gaul, than which nothing could pleafe 
him mare. Teukus a»de a fiiew of inteiKliDg to 
£ght, and the two armies met near Ch4k») on the 
Marne : but as fi>on as the battle began, Tctricus 
.and feu vetu orer co Aurelian, and put themlelves 
in his poaer. The rebels, diwt^ abandoned by 
their leader, perfifted in their obftinacy, and fought; 
but wtdi vatt 4i&dyantage : for having go regular 
or fixed command among them, they were foon 
thrown into diforder, and cut in pieces or difperfcd, 
jfo xhac Aurelian remained conipletcly vidorious. 
M 4 Tjie 



:t, Google" 



i68 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

The &te of this battle determined the war. All 
the countries under Tetricus fubmitted to Aure- 
lian : and after a kind of fchifm of tbirteea years, 
that is to fay, from the ufurpation of Fofthumus, 
Gaul, Spain, and Briton again acknowledged tfic 
Taws of Rome. 
MrJ. rifi. Gaul, thus recovered by Aurelian, was alfo pro- 
y^f. Fr«. (g£^gjj |jy [jjjj, agairift the Germans or Franks, 
whom he drove beyond the Rhine. The inhabi - 
tants of Lyons were moft feverely punifhcd by 
him ; but we know not for what reafon. 
Creitoefi Aurelian had made the moil of every moment 
^A."t^t of his reign : nor would it be eafy to name any 
wpWii. prince that ever did fuch great riiings in fo fliort 
a time. In the year of his accelTion to the throne* 
which was the 270th of Chrilt, and the foltowiog, 
he made war upon the Barbarians of the Norrh, 
and drove the Alamanni and their .allies out of 
Italy. In 272, he marched into the Eaft, gained 
three viftories over Zenobia, and beficgcd her in 
Palmyra. The year 273, is fo full of exj^ts, 
that one can hardly conceive how Aurehan could 
' poflibly perform them all within that fpacc. Zeno- 
bia flopped in her flight, and brought back pri- 
foner ; Palmyra taken ; the Carpians beaten in 
Thrace ; a fecond revolt of Palmyra feverely pu- 
nifhed ; Egypt re-conquered from Firmus ; and 
Gaul re-united to the empire by the • battle of 
Chalons and the furrender of Tetricus : all this 
Aurelian did in one year. But this'vaft fucccls 
unfortunately fwelled his heart with pride ; the too 
ufuai attendant on great profperity. 
H«fiiwt& III the beginning of ■ his reign his deportment 
midc him jyas remarkably modeft ; fuch as fhew«d that he 
frftmo^ftydid not forget either the obfcurity of his origin, 
«nd fimpu- or the mediocrity of his firft fortune. He did not 

make 

• Smi placi tht batllt d/ Chabn uniir thtjtar ij^, Wf 
fillrw tbt tutbtrifj ef M. it TilUmnt; 
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make his grandeur confift in the magnificence of ^*"^" 
his equip^s -, nor did he, when emperor, drefs his 51^ 
ilaves othcrwife than before his elevation. His 
wife and daughter iramasf-d his domeftic aSfairs 
-wii;h all the regularity of a private family. He 
never wore any garment made of filk ; and when 
the cmprefs defired one day to have a robe of that 
fort, he refufed it her, faying : ", May » the gods 
'* forbid that i ftiould ever purchafe a drefs which 
*' would coft it's weight in gold," For fuch was 
then the enormous price of filk. No delicacies 
jpread his table : but it was plain and decent. The 
Simplicity which he obferved with refpeft to him- 
felf and his family, extended to his condutft to- 
. wards others, and even to his regulations for tlic 
public. He gave to his friends, but with mode- 
ration : his intention beipg to fet them above want, 
but not to expole them to envy by loading them 
with riches. He forbid all fuperfluous ornaments 
in the drefs of men, but allowed them to the weaker 
fcx. As eunuchs were much in falhion in great 
families, and for that rcafon very dear, he fixed 
the number which each might have according to 
It's rank and dignity : and he once had thoughts 
of jbrbidding gold to be-ufed for lace or gilding, 
by which fo much of that valuable metal is lolt to 
fociety. 

Hiy great fuccefles altered this plain and juft f***'' J*^ 
way of thinking. After he had conquered Zeno- 
bia and all the nations that went to her afliftance, 
Perfians, Armenians, Saracens, his head grew gid- ^^' ■^'"* 
dy, and he ftiewed, fays his hiftorian, more pride r-s. £/>>. 
and arrogance. He imitated the pomp and luxury '^'"'" '*"'■ 
of the Orientals whom he had vanquiflied, grew " ' 
ibnd of magnificence in drefs, and wore cloth of 
gold enriched with jewels. He received, as a. great 
prcfenc, a robe of Indian purple, which was fent 

him 

* Ablil at aaro fiU peDfenter. F'ef. 4<;. 
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htm b^ the k^ng of PerOa^ and which lurpaflled ja 
fpbndorall that were made in the Wc{t. It' was 
probably then that- he oflumsd the diadein, uo'- 
known befcN% to any o( the Romw emperors, if 
we except C^igiiU and Hdiogabaliis} the foniier 
of whom was dilToaded ^om wearing it by being 
told that he was much above the rank ot icings, 
and the other never dared to pm it on but in his 
own palace: whereas Aurdian appeared in pu6Hc 
"with the diadem, and was reprdbnted wrth it upon 
his coins. I cannot think h^ wore the Tiara, tha* 
Vopifcus feemstoiiy be did. Bat it is very pro- 
bable that it was this prince who firA ii>troducsd 
into the Roman armic) the cultom ef haring fi- 
gures of dragons for their ftandards. Such were 
ufed among the Pedians \ and Aurdian might iikjc 
them, not cHily as having a more terrifying a^M^ 
but alio- as being more glaring and pompous t^ 
than thofe of the Roman k4diery. They are c^en 
mentioned in later times. 

Aurelian having abated of his firft fereri^ in n- 
gard to himfelf, Tikewife favoured the increa& of 
luxury among his fubje^s. He permitted boch^ 
fenators and their wives, and even the foidiers, eo 
wear and ule ornaments which had been prohibited 
before. Bur the detail ^ fuch matters does not 'be- 
long to my fubjefl:. 

This prince was natoratly haugluy : wid it is not 
to be wondered at if his vpftorics made him more fo. 
After his return to Europe, having defijaced fome 
of the Carpians in Thrace, the fenate decreed him 
the furname of Carpiats. But he rqe<5t<4 with 
{corn a title borrowed from fe infigniiicani; a -nation, 
whilft he bwe the much more famou& oacs of Gethi- 
(14S, Surmsticus, Psrthieus *, Paln^aucusj ^irmet^r 

• Oni ■uinitd think that Ju- had hng been firippei tf their 
rtlian fisxld raihtr have bun tmpirr, •whie^ hfd P0*d- ijU* 
(ulltd PefCcus, ai the Partbiani tbi hanii sflht Firfiant. But 
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Uti, and Adiaknicits -, and eren laughed at tfie ft- 
nart, in one of his letters to thcfti, for thinking to 
hotwar hirfi by the addition <rf fo trifling a rtaffie. 
The tnlth is, and it appears by his medals, that he rmm. 
*atn6d to bft called Lord and God: a faerilegious 
uftirpiticmi of which t>omitian alone, ambng all 
his pfcdeceObrs, had fet him the example. This 
■Was indifl)Utably the height of arrogance as well as 
of impiety. But the Pagans were accuftomed to 
ttvat theit gods-fb familiarly, that it may perhaps 
ftttm ftill more furprixing that Aurelian fliould fo 
far deipife and traftiple upon the rules of human de- 
cency, as to lead in triumph Tetricus, a Rortian, a «V- 30- sv 
ftnatot-, a confular, whom all ihefe titles ought to ^'^'Xha, 
have exempted from fuch ignominy, and who, bc- 
Jides, had not been reduced by force of arms, but 
had fubmitted voluntarily to him, as to a friend and 
deliverer. 

Aurelian was juftly intitled to a triumph, and all ^J^"^'* 
the magnificence which he dilplayed in it might'"™'' 
Jofrt been proper enough, had he not been guilty 
»f tht injuftice and infolent cruelty I have jult 
mentioned tbwartlB Tetricus. The following is 
the defcriptibn which Virfpicus gives us of this 
triumph. 

Tliree ibyal chariots graced liN fplendor. The i^'f- n- !*• 
firft was that of Odenatus, fhining with gold, fil- 
ler, and pttcious ftones. Another, equally fuperb, 
had bften given to AureKan by the king of mfia. 
iThe thJVd had hteh made for Zenfibia, who, in the 
-height of her profperity, when Ihe flattered her- 
felf with thoughts of becoming miftrefs of Rome, 
intended it for her triumphant elitry into that city ; 
Jittle forftfetihg that it would be her fate to follow 
thai very thariot, as a captive. Vopifcus hncntions 
, 9 founh chariot, kfs (nagnjficetit, without doubt, 

than 

me fitll havi tetufien ta *A- tetv/rn thfi tw» natient. atid 
ftrvt ihat ihf RpmaM vtttt not that -flrf frt^utnily n'*ldihtm 
j*t<ioi(l0u»fiei»tdio iiftinifd^ PU fet ibi MhiT, 
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than any of the former, but not lefs fii^lar. This 
was the chariot of the king of the Goths, drawn by- 
four ftags. Aurelian, who had taken it in battle, 
made his triumphant entry in it, according to the 
authors quoted by this hiftorian, and upon nis arri- 
val at the capitol facrificed the four flags, in confe- 
quence of a vow he had n^adc to that effect. Accord- 
ing to Zonoras, Aurelian's chariot was drawn by 
four eleptiants. 

A great number of wild beafts brought from di- 
ftant countries, fuch as elephants, lions, leopards, 
tygers, elks, and camclS, formed part of this pom- 
pous fliewi after which marched eight hundred 
couple of gladiators, deflined, pirobably, to fight at 
tlie gamci that were to be given afterwards. As to 
the beafts, the hiftorian obferves that Aurelian made 
prefents of them, after his triumph, to feveral pri- 
vate perfons, that the public might not be put to 
the cxpence of keeping them. 

A vaft train of foreigners, of all the nations of the 
world, preceded the triumpher's chariot, divided, fo 
- far as we can guefs at the meaning of an author who 
expreffes himfelf very badly, into two ctafles, the one 
confifting of ambaf&dors, the other of captives. Be- 
fore the ambafladors, who came from the Blemmyes, 
the Auxumitcs *, the inhabitants of Arabia Felix, the 
Indians, the Ba6trians, the Saracens, and the PerHaris, 
were carried the prefents which their maflers offered 
to the emperor. The prifoners, Goths, Alans, Roxo- 
lans, Sarmatians, Franks, Suevi, Vandals, Germans, 
marched forrowfully, with their hands tied behind 
them. Among this laft divifion were alfo Ibme of the 
principal people of Palmyra, whofe lives Aurelian 
had fpared ; and numbers of Egyptian rebels. Ten 
women, who had been taken Bghting among the 
Goths in the drefs of men, likewifc made their ap- 
pearance. Under the name of Amazons : and that 

aU 

* Auxiim* was a ttnfi^ahli city af Ethiepitg. 
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all theie various nations might be the moFC eafily di- 
ftingutOicd, their feveral names, written in large 
letcers, and fixed to the top of pikes, were carrwi 
before them. 

The march of the prifoners was clofed by Tetri- ^"^^., 
cus and Zenobia, both magnificently' adorned. ■?;«« in >t 
Tetricus had on the imperial robe of purple, over a ^ "'"™"" 
rich Gauliflidrefs. He was accompanied by hisT«i.Tr.' 
fon, to- whom he had communicated the title of '^'■■**' 'S" 
emperor, in Gaul. Zenobia was ib loaded with Ari/. wtf, 
<liamonds, jewels, and ornaments of all forts, that ^""'" 
flie could fcarcely bear their weight ; but was often 
c^ligcd to flop. The chains o£ gold round her 
ancles, wrifts, and neck, were fupported by fome 
of her guards. Her children, both fons and daugh- 
ters, 'v^ked on each fide of her. 

After thefe were carried the crowns of gold 
■ which the cities and nations of the empire had fcnc 
to the triumpher, according to cuftom : and 

Laftly, Aurelian himfeif appeared, in his chariot, 
followed by his troops drcfled in fplendid attire, and 
by all the orders and companies of the city of Rome 
with their refpeftivc ornaments and banners. A- 
mong thefe the fenate held the firft rank, fuller of 
admiration for the conqueror's viftorles, than of 
cfteem for his pcrfon. The fenators knew that Au- 
relian did not love them ; and his treatment of Te- 
tricus, who was one of their members, fcemed to 
them a refleAion upon their whole body. 

So numerous a proceffion could not but move 
very flowly. It was the ninth hour of the day (three 
o'clock in the afternoon) when Aurelian arrived at 
the capito!, and he did not get back to his palace 
"'iHl pretty late at night. 

Aurelian having fatisfied his vanity by leading J.ftj'J^.'y^ 
Tetricus and Zenobia in triumph, treated them in were ii«.ej 
other refpefts humanely and gcneroufly. He af- ^^T^l^. 
figned Zenobia a pleafant and convenient retreat in queror. 
the territory of Tibur, not far from Adrian's villa, ^"^J*"" 
where 
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viivi flie fpnit cIk reft of bur <I«)fs Unng JHu ^. 

RwnaA Udy. SoflBC WBtW % tJwU ho.BWWKdiKH: 

l» 9 l«nw>c ; sod iim from thU c^gfm^ ifiiy^tkic 
Roman poftcriry of Zctiobia, wtudi futiliAad «i|^ 
hoiviQr at Che tlrnp whea fuu-opuis vfWft. B»ft ttwc 
ooftertiy*iwy, witfa equal pr^l?il«y, i>e fuppoTe^to 
Ii«we pFO&eedcd 6»m her 4it(igbfef«, wttoiD Aiite- 
iHin iriarmdi gccoEdtng to. ^o(;t!W> <■>* Uliiftn9iis 
ocinffts of Rpme. 
WW Ar. jq eoaelude whw J Imvc to fejf of this prijao«A, 
"'•*• { 019U add here, pftv M, fJ» TJUmnpnt, sbw gt 

.^t (^w^> in K^^ of Mer rdigipR 4 ^ xjim> 96- 
«ardiflg 09 TJjwwprw, jt ww ?o ft^af^ biv <h»t Pml 

ons very like thofe.^f ^ Jciff4 (j^EUicernii^ ^c fw- 
fon of Jcfew -Cliritl, faying that k^i 'W4S |W^^ » *w« 
fmn, ifr^ 1|04 jH^tipw^ w hif jfl3<4wp fiwei^ to 
other nmn, Aor wp* <iifting«iftc4 fwrn iww apy 
.ofhertwi^ tteiij l?Brsww.»ti)fHi»atfwtiqip«)iqn(^ 

Timoiws, tt»e -Cff* -d^ *f ;^a9«^'s ,f<m mffcc 
buf fcWlc fieiW ;in i*l^pr.y, 4wi fewi ito|uiW-4qd 
fV-Ar.jg. «rt]m Tcry youBig. Tfee c«fe as »pt i^wi^ 4f ^B«= 
S^'")f. 12. '"^h ffi^id t9 VA^aJlath, whflfe i^nie w ^M fvi 
ine^s, .w»c^ to Tth« «f Awre^an .4.ugu{br^ : ^ifiwi 
iwhfioa it way Wfrfptwlj^ ^ op^je^tsl, ^hac Au- 
relian, afte^ I^t«ig bka «a <^4Ma)ph» g^W j^vpi jbiqe 
iftukU «m»iy, Wtwh ,t»e-wj<^ed wi^fim «»pc- 

7>'.i?£? to lie {(eKattml.<^gai^, b«t appfwte<l ,bw Vjfi- 
*s- ^ .^ tor * and Reformer of Lucam^, i^ld <tf ^ce«t ^^rt 
■y,lsiis. «f 3jcrfy i aiwl-i^a giyiag hisi i;t« ,poft»"jbe ^d to 

^ Sa J rtndtr fht tjl/e of v^rnrifrtt af firtain fartt tf ' 

Correiior, 'whUbdeaelu a Ma- Italy, iviti « rairi inferiir t» 

'glfirate ntrailiiml unAr -tht *m- -tin Prtcen/klt, _awd fupvitrH j 

■ fsvtri for tkt funicular gt- thfetbatvjtrtcatUdfixt.ia. 
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%ini pletfikntj^ encfogts dut it 'wis better to gorem 
a Canton of Italy, tJian to reign in GauL At the 
ftfSW time he tpmced him with great diflinftkm, 
molting him hi& coUegue, and giving him fonietimes 
4e^m «he ftame <tf emperor. Tetricui tbt foo Kk&- 
"wife en^ycd sil thet^nours he could lawfoUjrdr- 
-'fire. He lived ftich his tiicfacr in a magnificent 
hm^e in R«nic, in which they caukd their ftory to 
be painted in Mofaic. Aurelian was reprefeiCEd 
-giv^mg thetti the rdbe Pirat^aa^ which wts then 
the drefe of the fenators j and receiviag from diexn 
t!h« IcepiKT, the crown, and the other omanaents oi 
tfre in'^*rJal<Jig«ity. We iie told, that when the 
work wss fini^ed, they iovioed Aurehen to dine 
with dieai, and kt this pxinting. Both of them 
' were wife enough to Ibtget cntucly the high nmk 
from which d»ey had fiUlen : ind the coa^uenc& 
of Their modeft behxviaurwas that cbcy iived quiet- 
ly, free fmrn-duiger, and gready refpctScd by An- 
Tt^aa ta& hil &cceflbT» Sca^iger, upon the ftrei^h St^r. Am- 
<<f fotne of their medsJs, on whidi is found djc word ^^"^^ 
CoHstcftA'Tto, -aitertg tha divine honours were 
fdecreed them after their daash. But it is fcaicdy 
probable thtt an apotheofis Aiotild be geanted to 
men who died 'm a private ftaoon, and win} were 
no w»y «iated to the peigning femily : and I be-. 
teve the rfm^ is without wcami^c, at leaft en the 
pore -of the Roman fenate. It is noc impo^le but 
ii»at fome of the Gaufe, over whom the Tetricus's 
'h»A reined, might talte that mechod to exprcfs 
their gratitude and refpeA to their meuMiry. 

Tlie pifttlic rqoic-ingB, races in the circus, thea- ft- 14« 
tricat -entertainments, combats of gladiEUors, hoot- 
itvg di wild beafts, and Toprefentations of fea-lighT.s, 
were continued ft>r feveral days after Aurelian's 
triumph. Not that this prince waB Moirelf ibnd t)f f'f- s*- 
, any -of thofe divcrfions : for he feldom was prefent 
at them. Pantomimes were what pleafcd him moft; 
and he was dchghted to kt a pr^efled ghitton de-, 
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vour incredible quantities of viduals, fuch as eating; 
at one meal a whole boar, a^ lamb, a fucking pig, 
and drink a barrel of wine poured down his tbroac 
through a funnel. We may judge by this fpecimen* 
that Aurelian's pleafures ' were not over delicate ; 
though he fuited himfelf to the tafte of the people 
Snj.Orn. in the public diverfions which be gare. About this 
time he inftituted to perpetuity folemn games and 
combats tn honour of the fun. 
ABRino'i The feltivals for his triumph wete accompanied 
^'^t^. *<th largcHes, particularly of bread ready baked in- 
B«»i diftri- ftead of raw corn that ufcd to be given before. 
b(^^^^' What occafioned this change, was as follows. Au- 
'^''^-|5-4s>relian, who probably then thought of introducing 
■ *'"* ■ it, in wder to pleafc the people by laving them the 
ei^nce and trouble of making their bread, promi- 
led, when he fet out for the war in the Eaft, that if 
he returned conqueror-he would diftribute to the ci- 
tizens crowns of two pounds weight. The people* 
always greedy, imagined they fhould receive crowns 
of gold. But all the riches of the ftate would not 
have been fufficient for fuch a largefs. On his rc- 
. turn, he explained his meaning, and let the citizens 
know that he would ^ve them daily two pound 
loaves, made of fine flower, in the Ihape of crowns. 
This weight anfwered to the quanpty of corn which 
had ufed to be diftributed : and Aurclian foon after 
added to it another ounce, to defray which Egypt 
was fubjeded to a new tax uponglafs, flax, paper, 
and other produds of that country. Highly plea- 
led with himfelf for this augmentation, as appears 
by one of his letters which we have, he looked up- 
on it as an acquifition of great glory to his reigin, 
and had the ftridt obfervance of it extremely at heart : 
" for, >, faid he, nothing is more loving than the 
'* Roman people, when they are well fed." 

Anrelian 
Neque enim popuh) Romano dtnro qQidqaain potdt eft la- 
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' Aureiian likewife eftablifiied a diftrrbutibn of 

g[fk, and thought of adding to it a lat^efs of wine. 
Fs "flefign was to buy of fuch perfons as fliould be 
dtfpofed toftil them, Tome of the uncultivated lands 
6f Etrunai to plant them, with vines, which were to 
be cultivated by prifoners of war of the barbarous 
nations hd had conquered, and to devote their pro- 
duce t6 the ufc of the Roman citizens. However, 
he did not execute this defign ; being either preven- 
ted' by death, or diffuadcd from it by his Pretoriaa 
Prcfcft, who rcprefented to him, that if he gave 
the people wine, the next ftep muft be to give theai 
fowls/ 
. This obfervation is very juft: and every one, I 
believe, iiiuft be fenfible that thefe extraordinary 
largeflcs, " introduced by -the Roman emperors in 
order to gain the love of the people, could not but 
encourage idtcnefs and extinguifti induftry. The 
people, without doubt, muft live : but for their own 
fakes and fbr that of the ftate, rhey ought to live by 
their labour. Yet the abufc of thefe diftributions 
incre*f«i darly : and under fome of the foflbWing s,-^/- «* 
einperors three pounds of bread, or thirty Cix^^''^' 
ounces (for the Roman- pounds confifted of twelve 
ouncefe) were given everyday to each of the citi- 
zens. ■ '"" ■ ■■■■ ' ■- 

Befides thefe ftated largcfles, Aureiian ^ie three ^'f- **■ * 
«ttrao*'dinary ones. He made ^thc people prelents '*' '^"*' 
even 'df etoaths, df' white- vefts with fleeves, the 
■^reariBg -of ^hich was looked upon "in ancient times. 
is ian aS'^of effeminacy; of 'vefe msde of. African 
lind'Egyptian flax i and of handkerchiefi, whicK the' 
dtirens'hiade ufc of ;atthe games of the circusi tdt 
CKprefe, 'by Waving br jh&liMg thcnt,'- which of the' 
ehan!f)H>ris w tdcers ffiey ■ intercfted themfelyes fori' 
mftead of fhaking their /(^fly, or gowns, as thiyhad 
xffed to do before on thefe occafiwis. 
' Aurelian's liberality was not confined to the peo- RemfttiM* 
pje of Rpme. He gencroufiy remitted aU old debts f«'^t^' 

Vol. rx. N duef-t^ 
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A-^^: ^tfeSQ the fta^, and burnt publlckly i^ Trajap*)* 

fli^V^"* Iqfuire nil ,thc d«eds ^d waitings reU^tv^ ther^^^ 
'Jf- p^-t^i the dfbtors might nevcc be moleftc^ 9P 'W 9(in 
'■ ' ' count. Hp defired that every one fl»wid ^jf^y per?;, 
fcA trapc^Uity yvidei tnsgovecpinent: .thebe^tfc ti:;^ 
lei;ure which, and at oi^ce to ikop all profecutiofi? q£ 
thofe who had carcied arms againft hinij he pyblilh-r 
ed a genei^ aoinefl^. jtle fuppref|ed, yti^h yftc^nV' 
nion vigour, that pdt of ibt^iety,, inibronjc^ whfl|. 
lender pretence of zeal for ih? intertfts of the a^ 
(;bequtp'^ fa^r^f&d and oppr^ed numbefs of prii^atts 
^rions^: ^iid all pubUt: extortion vfufi .jpi^iQia^. 
with the utmoft rigour. In Jhort, Aureliani vfas ^ 
j>)fl: pqnce. ,'TU pity that his, feverity vj^ (^^ned 
too far. 
riofwJj'. Inclioatioji^, and not pecepty, was lus mottvq. 
y..f.^9. 'This awcats from iiis churi^.-to be-pc^en^ .iiifb)^^ 
a'ny bf^his flavcs were punifli^d, inftead of.conit^fc- 
ting that difagreeable office to one of hjs dpine^iwi ' 
a^d froin his o^n inSj£ti"£ pun^Ihfn^qts ^^a;^ '. 
than the o^ence defefYed^asifAKe^ he pf§^d. ^q»- 
.. - ttAce <^ (^'eat^ ^r ?n ^'di^i:^ cpffimitiifl^^ lfyj4^ W* 
map Qave with a man of the,i^9 coE^^itfpnt ti^tp^^, ' 
- the laws did not look uptin, any oontr^. txj^^^^eo, 
'iTaves aj. eqt:ii.riJ9n^ to.j^atriage. Thtt-.9^im:ifH^ 
undoubtedly wrong : but fiirely it did not aefffpW; 
.. ,fo fe«e» A pwi^bflient, l?eca)^8 vE xRas aufho^ifei 
■ . HislcYCpt^. or, ta§)q^kp^ha|)4D9orq-iff^pF^ 

hiscrudtty, was pot cofifiaed to n;ien oif ()^w ^oadt- 
doa onl};. Senators vf^^ fniquept^ ttiue . ^fi£t (rf 
. ipi and ^ is j^cq a^:^d of. h^^yii^^-lb^ti^Pft 
cbaraqd'ipnpcent.pe^oD^ ^ifh- fajfi;. in^gii^io^s «{ 
■* ■, dwiqEBwy and rcbel^op, ifl ^^e? to,tWive ft,pE(«OB?e. 
w^-f. fpr ti^kiog aVajfi^ir Kf^, .This c«pft«e.#A«-> 
'' ■• liclianmay-pefhroSj ^«^ia^f;9 j&^^* ^aft.l-li^: Hi 
ftori'aa ,^iin pf-AntiQch, iel^t^s, of feyciJ?h^ei)*5*^% 
being put to de^tlji ^i^&i\^:fi^ «orfB%K!p^ii»* 
.-?.■■■-•'-: : ,- / ., .Wth ^ 

... • t/tiii/«a%eira; it mmfi bavt hiifptlui hi/tTf t^ ^i^ica- 

■ lUmt/lhtamntfywiba'veJpeknit/. -■ -'- ' 
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of Ae^miAt lii Rome may Ufeftwifc have given Ao^ ra^tl*. 
r^Mk oc«iiirioa to cjKrciie hh f igour upda' pei^i vf («• 
'greut diftln^<»iV : for il- b^iame a downr^ht W«P, 
'Uidl otri'lfat^dly be fuppofed to have attained the 
heiglit^ipkkh'hil^ry fays k did* without the afiift> 
ance of : Ibme p6werAil men. . ' • ' . 

Thefe managers,^ OT direAora of riitf tolttt, hn4i^ 
Vtllaitwiifly debated ttte' tun>efit c6iit, ahd fewing 
v^tiioUE dttuiat-the juft purtifliffient- of thefr crimeii, 
«*btll«d, and n*pe headed by one Fcficiffimug, who, 
■from bring the emperor'sflaYC, was become keeper 
tof the iffiperial tpeafury. We may judge how for- 
niida^lfri^is-ftti^n mudi'kitye beein, flnee nothing 

■ lefcthaivan army could gttttie better dfifr.- A bloody 
' fautte' was fought -wiriiiiy the '^WaSs of-RoHM, in 

- which the-fediliousVet^isenqiaefed J butnet'till af- • 

- ter dieyi had killed ftVen (kwuf^ of the efnpcror*s 
troops. AureliaB punilhed this rebellion with ex- 
ceffivc fevBfity? arid pcth^' his vewgearrfe may 
ha»c «fctilnded «o feveral niblemen,' wlfoiHf- dieir 

■' frkuds-Aasre repftfented a* iftiiticent. - He'fe eren 'V-if- » 
tfcatged Witfe^teiving pirf^dedth' hi»6wh nephew,*" 
f^feA APhiiMer, witfcfiiitilnyjuftcaofe: but the 
■'WPitcft5*'h»'metitiort this, do not explain themielvcs 
*'a»yfart?«r. AH thefeftftsireknown toUsbatby 
■hatwsi for -T(*ioftre^oiy-^e -Baft neither 'jiiftKy nor 
abfolmely condemn Aurdian; 'though ' it ' muft be 
■««ned[hetltehfes--&*eft^teii)fecd'wptinvi»ttlvduring 
-his-Kfc andafte^hia-deatllj-ajia cruel and bloftdy 

■ -prtticei-that he in fa& ffftick 'off many head* i and 
/thsa, m eatfecjoence rfsftrec^j he was feared^^^iitf hK- 
■ed:%y«hefta«e, ^ofeperfagogue the pWdlt cal-*V-li»i 
•iBd him;'' •-" 

Whatoijght,. alter' aH,ttf keep us frdih't**- ha- ci»n0«t<« 
) fttly arratgHitig the sieMoi^ 6f Aurelian, is that he '^ s*™*** 
'^vcd hfft^lf el*fl*iable nalt only by his expldti In"** 
^war, but'alfo'yy feverai aAi^s w*ll fuiting a good 
S^rBtnent' in civil affairs! Of this-w^^^hare al- ■ '^ 
N 2 ■ jeady 
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.^*^*''m)tyflt.«h*uft«'i' After.hebalquaftied.thefcdiy 
' ^v-tiofD^ibfiiCoiaers, he called in all tbe.tndmQnejt 
,they had orculaticd, and iffued gpod in lieu of. ifi, 
He lik.ewi(e a»uk ikvttal r^ulattoos for the wetfare 
j}f tke.'ftytcjftadcliot^ti f^w q£ them have reached 
our times, yet, befide^.Uw^e before %oken of, wc 
If-QOW* i;h4t^, forbid the keeping <tf omcubines of 
free condijijoa : by .which we tvay judge of, his ewe 
_ to prejeftvtf decency of manners. He refpeiStcd tb« 
' public ordpr To much as to let even his ..own (laves 
' be tried by die common -ccHirts of jufUce if.dKQT 
•^' jwere ^ficuXed of iiny, crimp. He took great caie 
.that RoBW O19uld.be wdl;fui^lifid_with.piPTifK»ie 
luidto r^n^r, th^ t|^:mcae .eafy and. contain, he 
. cft^liOjcd ,conDpan4«- 1^ mariner^ i]poB,.-che NSe 
and the Xibcr. Hia cq)i(al wju.indet>ttd to .bjm 
; for fcv?f4'W0fks ofgiTea? ufe to it's citizens; hheen 
. mefiiiofi^ his rebuilding and fortifying..the .wailsiDf 
RotIU^r: He matleftafdjf. quays (vnwihffidejrf^be 
• T^er,' and cleared ^ jbed of that rrrec ^wheted^s 
1^-': ' iiQavigadon wasobftcuifind- And all thi^ hc; 4i<i ;jiii 
, a very ihort rejga, dif^bed by. abnoSi ccqtiaiial 
45- . wars: : H« had othK vie^s, of whjcti h^, Jci»,ifud- 
, .dea.de«Ji prevented thiE .execution.. Qf tim, nttogi- 
-, bee. were public baths Wfich he, intended. tQbjvld 
-, qn ,ftif :ot^cr iide of tlte.Tib^, ^-la.fine iqiutre 
. vhichhe^b^gan in Qftia. .. ■■ j ■ 

31;. M. 4j,..,,I^Q:Jeijecl nwg'ni6c«i4ej,>wi he bpUt in Rotae, 
3^"'* ' ii».hpiKmr ^^is feviuore diyimcyjithe^Sun, a aoUe 
I tpmpip,. ii» which : h<f . conle<;Eat9d fifteen thoidand 
. jso(^,w«igh?.af gt>i^v;Ail the (pm j^, of the. dty 
^ ..^", ; were enriched with iv9 P^ing)* ,^d th« Icapit^.tn 
particular was filled with the gifts he h^d recdiwd 
>. ,.^^ .^pmihc Barbatianst conquered by his, arm£.. Vo- 
■■■•••■ pifcus (neQtioQs alio reveauf^ aad emoluixieacs^f 

his appointing in favour of the porwi®,; ia. which 
there ^ nothing imi^bable. B^C'l.cvwot beUeve 
f^49, t^tpn tbc^barc authority of that ffrKert,;diatil>gt3ye 

and 
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•nd fevere a prince ever tiiQ}]ght (^ rdrdfaiblilbing, 
tfce ienate of women inuii;uK(l by- ^eli9gab^us. ■ 
Suchadefign does jiot.fujc witHtlie charai^erof- - 
Aureliao." - ■ ^'.- . 

The paciBc cares of which I have been fpeaking-, He ><» m 
b^ulied him only for a fliort time after ii*.uiumph. ^■^' 
Loving always to be employed in adion,'lie wentciJ^Q. 
into Gagl, where Jiis prefence foon'.pwvented tlw^X^'j^ 
rife of a rebellion which tKreatened to difturb lAicTniim'. ^ 
tranquility of that province.. It is thought to have 
been ini this journey that be rebuilt and enlar^d the 
BBcient city of Genaubum on the Loire, and gave 
it his name, which it &iil retains to this day, though 
fomewhat disfigured. He called it ^r^anum, 
from whence has been formed by corruption the c^rhr. 
i«(ord Orleans. It became from that time a city of ^/^'" ■*"* 
much greater importance than it ever was before ; u-pHr— 
luving 'till then held only the fccond rank among S'-^"^^. 
the places of the Carnunti, that is to fay of the peo- . . 
pie who'inhalnted the country now called pais Char- 
train. To the iame emperor, and to the fame 
time, is afcribed the founding of Dijon, which, ia 
- k^s origin, was only a cafUe, and not a city. 

Aurelian went from Gaul into Vindeticia, which "« ^'«> 
mxi infefied by Barbarians, perhaps the Alaminni. ni^^^ 
He drove them from thence, reftored peace to the Vinddid*. 
country, and advanced into Illyricum, where he did Eurlfl "' 
a . thing, didated indeed by prudence, but which 
< it is fomewhat furprifing that a prince of his brave h« »iun- 
tthd warlike diliwfiuon fhould refolwe on. Defpair- ?^-',^^ 
iftg of being able to keep that part of Dacia which . 
Trajan badconquered beyond ^ Danube, heaban* 
dpnied it} removing it's inhabitants to the right . 
hand fide of the river, into a part of Moefia, fituatcd 
exactly in the middle of that fvovince : fo that Aq- 
relian's new Dacia cut Moefia in tyro. In this Dacia 
fipod the city of Sardica, famous in the Ecclefiafti- 
cal Hiftory of the fourth century for a great coun- , 

cil held there. By this means Aureltan contracted . 
. ■ N 3 the" 
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tlie boundtiin oP the Roman empire^ in making' 
the Danube it*^ barrier on th^ Hde : and Ails is a 
^hcr infbuioi, Which may be added r> thole I ' 
have mentioned elfcwhere, of the neceffity the god 
Terminas was under of retrograding, even in the 
' time of Pagan llome ; and an additional anfwcr ta 
the inveftives which the -worflii^pers of idols tented 
againft Chriftianity on account of Jovian's treaty 
with the IVriians. 
**^. ria. Among thfe inhabitants with which Aurdian 
' peopled his new Dacia, there proI»bly was a num'* * 
oer of Carpbins : for we are told that he removed 
part of that nation into the territories of the em- 
pire, where Dioclcfian afterwards ftttlcd them 
all. 
Mb pniHNi From thence Aurelian prepared to march into 
%^^ Afia and the Eaft, to make war upon the Per- 
rZ^aa. fians: for which we can affign- no caofe, unlefi it 
''*• ^** be, that having pacified and re-unked the whole 
empire^ under his laws, he thought he had a 
right to take advantage of the profperous fituatioh 
or his affairs, and of his great ftrength, to avetigb 
the capti%^ty and fufTerings of Valerian. *lMs truft 
that the Perfians, by fending fuccoiirs to ZtauMi^ 
had fijmifhed the Roman emperor with % Kaloil 
for attacking them. But he certainlyrrtuft hafls ■ 
made fome agreement with them afi«r tltstfcveata 
. fmcc he received from th^lf king a chariot, arid 
other prefents, which (brmed paft irf the ornaments 
of his triumph. After he had vanquifhed ZeriobJa, 
Gaul ftill remained to be re-cdnqiicred ; andttris 
was doubtkfs the confideration which' made him 
defer (hewing his refentment againft the PerGan^ 
but when all his enemies were fubdued, be thought 
it time to take fatis&iftion for the infblence with 
' • which Sapor had treated the Roman name. 
^■^i^p That prince was not upon the Perfian throne at 
rfPerSi, the time we are now fpeakJng of. He died to-' 
**' -ward* the cad of the year ol Chrift 271, after- a ' 

reign 
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itlgn 6f thircy-one years, and w^,Iucceedec| by 
£is fon Hormifdas, who reigned bittjOnc ycar^ and 
Was replaced by Vararanps, , whff rcjgo^. at leaf^ 
thVee years. It was. therefore ag^n^.-^ilus Jaft that - 
Aurelian thought of making war,^ wl\qi j^a Une^* 
fedted death put an end to his reigh., .-■. 

His exceflive feverity occafioned the. conJpiracj Auniian fc 
by which he perilhed. I9 the bcaptWig.^ of tb^f'^";''^ 
year of Chrift 275, he Was at f CKnophrurliim inwoop in 
Thrace, between tieraclea and Byzantiuni, waiting J.^6_ 
bhiy for fair weatKer to crofs thff ftreighis and taky '*■"-'■ '''"• 
the field. Th^re, he had fome reafon to be dil^f^^,,^ 
fattsHed with Mnefthxus, one of his fecretaries, 
frhom, juftly fufpeiSing him of rapine at4 extor- 
tion, he threatened to punifli. Mncfthaeus, well 
Jcnowing that Aurelian never menaced in vain, rc- 
folved to prevent him ; and to that end devifed 3 
dark and horrid plot. Counterfeiting the emperor's 
hand, which he had long prafUled, he drew up, in 
Jmitatidn of his writing, a li(t of, the principal 6f- 
'jGcers of the army, is if doomed to death by Aur 
nlka I mixing with them the names of feveral per- 
Ibns who were known to have jult caufe to fcar 
^be pritice's angers and* as a farther conBrmatioa 
^pf what he faid, his own. Thole who. were fet 
down in this faul lift, beitig well acau«nted with 
.Avreliaa's ri^ur, and oeyer iuQ>edhag it to be 
foqpxl, concerted t(^ether, and watching the op* 
pornuiity of thfc emperor's going out (lightly 
. gua^wl, fet iip(Hi bim and killed hinu Mucapor, a 
man c^ c<6ni^ueiice, as we may judge iiom a let- 
ter of Auretian's writing to lum» which Vopifcus 
.V . N 4 has . 

* / /* wtl frttnJ l»JSjtth airitdt rtaJer may ttnjmh fif. 

timi m*ri frtcijily, heem^fi lb* Jt TilloHmt't i^iird mni fuitlflh 

. data of JKrlfian'i mciiffian it netii ufan jto-iiiaii. 
tbelhrmi, tf lb* Juratiea e/ f ji name eimpafii ef tii»' 

ill rtign, and emfijnnlly »f GrHkltttriiViUtbfig^fjmhit u 

.biidtati, art alttndtd 'ojilb w(/«H/i/M//Nen-Ctit«. ,' 

■ Wt^ deablSMuldi^culliti. 7ht 
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r«t.iA, has*preferve4» headed the ccmfpiracon, and give 

his maller'the fat^l blow with his own hand, . ; 

hiipttt Thus fell, by the treachery of his own peo^^ 

feveritfoe- a priHce ^ho may be looked upon as an hcnx; 

fnii^d; who, in a few years, completed uie great workof 

fc^'h "hi *^""'^i"'^g every part of the empire undo* one 

*eruiXii.'headt who reftored miUtary difcipline among hik- 

troops; whofe views were great and noble, wklr 

regard to government ; and to whofe charge no 

blame tan be laid, except his inexorable feverity; 

But that only fault brought him to a tragical ind 

untimely end, and has hurt his reputation witit. 

rtf. 37- pofterity. Aurelian was, in Dioclefian*s opinion, a 

^ prince rather nece0ary,to the empire, than god^^- 

and prufe-worthy '■, rather a general than an ep'-' 

peror: and no encomium is g^ven him wichoiJt »]-' 

ding, that he was a ftranger to clemency, that firffc. 

of virtues in a fovereign; nor without tajftng. hint; 

with cruelty and love ot blood. I have alreadyob' 

ferved that this part of his character ha.s, perhapsil 

been exaggerated \ and tha^ there is room to thiiw- 

that thole whom he put to death were guilty of • 

■feditious practices or defigns. But the mcddjng; 

of illiiftrious blood always leaves a ftaib upon him', 

■that Iheds it, unlef§ the guilt of the crirpinil be: 

proved beyond alt doubt bj.a due. and regtiW' 

trial. ..:■ 

Htititnifr- The fenate did not muth regfet Aurelian : the! 

™ik^.- people, who had received great largeffcs from-> 

■long the him, were concerned for his death : t™ army, in t 

^'■j^^^the midft of which he was killed, avenged him. 

4". ' Mnefthseus, the principal author of the murder, 

was expofed'to wild beafts. Among the other cOH-. 

fpirators, the foldiers made adiftindion, not thinks 

ing it juft to confound thofc who had been blinded" 

by falft fears, with the wretches, whofe dfefiberatc^ 

Ti'ickednefs admitted of.noexciife. .Several of thefe. 

,la(l. were, put to death immcdiaf^y. The army 

.fpated (ho& whfxn their bigh.rvirfG-, or the conlt- 

deration 
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deoQon of their EuiTing been decaved by falfe re-*. 
ports, fecmed to render in feme d^ice objedts of 
jDOfy. The troc^s, however, cpuM not rerolve 
upon chufing a new emperor from among rfietp- 
iavtit buK i^erred that important deliberation to 
the feoace, as we ffiall Toon rdate more fully^. In z«/.vf«, 
the mean time they raifcd a monument to Aurc- 
lian upon the fpot where he was kiUed, and defired 
iba &nate to rank him among the godS} which. 
was readily agreed to. 

Aurel»n reigijcd nttarfiye years, and left athis Hi«po«^, *- 
death an onJy daughter, whofe fon, of the fame J^; ^ 
name as his ' grandfather, had been .proconful of 
Cilicia, and lived retired in Sicily^ the time when 
Vopifcus wrote, that is to fay, under Dioclefian. 

The Chriftjans did not at firft feel Aurelian's ri- v™tioo b 
gour. On the contrary, we are told of a faft which Ji,h"^^S 
proves that he heard rfiem, and did them the fame toihcChnf- 
juftjce as to;h^ other fobjefts. Paul of Samoftita, ^iV s»- " 
Bifhop Qf Antioch, having been depofed for hrs "^^ 
civorf by a council which was held in that very foOxaiioa.- 
dtf, obmnately rcfufed to quit the epifcopal man- §^/&; 
Gsfih and maint^ned himfelt in ic by force a^inft 3^ ' 
JPtomtius, whom the council had appointed ror his^ 
fudceflbr. The bifhops had recourle to Aurelian, 
that their fentence might be put in execution ; ahd 
that prince, to whom Zcnobia's having protcfted 
ftid (rf Samofata could be no great rec&mmcn- 
daiioh, examined the af^ir, and determined it very 
equitably ( ordering, that the houfe which belonged 
tothe bifhopric fhould be inhabited by the perfon 
whom the bifhops of Italy and the bifhop of Rome 
acknowledged.^ ' '' • - 

Aurelian afterwards altered his way of thinkingT.ai», ' 
mth refpett to the Chriftians, and was juft ready to 
iffue a bldbdy edi£t againfl them, when death cut 
him ofF. We do not find that this edift was pub- 
lilhed. But neverthelefs the prince's well known , 
defign brovighs (ft» a perfccution, which is reckoned i 
• ^" ■' tho ' 
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ttte' ninths' and whitfi ■ cfownesi fcv^Ril hiatiy.rp., 

whdehiftbfy may be ften in M. de' iTillembiit. 

wntmon- -The moft Celebrated wHter under Aurelian was 

J^n. ' Lotigitius, of whom 1 have fpoken fufficieatly. ' 

Anttlius, a Platonic phllofophef, difciple of Pto- 

rinus, and intirhately ton6e<fted with Porphyry, " 

who had ftadicd under the faMc mafter, liktrwrie! 

acquired' fome reputation In thefe times. I hdre ' 

cjuot?!d De'xlppns mcftJttiafi ohce, both as a ^-ar- 

r*...**'.i.rior and an hiftorian. Vopifciis mentions t's ha-' 

ving iten a jouma! of the life and aftions of Aure- 

lian, of which he made ufe in compoftng the hiftory 

of that prince. But he docs not lay by whom it* 

Was writteh. " -' ' 



INTERREGNUM. 

SECT, III. 

j^tef tbt death of Aurelian^ the army eiii the fe- 
pate refer tnutually (a each oiber the cbtfce of 
an emperor. Interregnum of fix montbfi wUboat 
any Sjiurbancei At length Tacitus is ele3ed_ ly 

the fenate. ■ , , - 

A.R.iM«, ' AuRiiitANus Augustus IV. 

A.C.I7S. ., 

^^Aof" 'T^ HE death of Aurelian produced aa event 
jKwi'm, X which ftands quite unmatched. in hiftory.- -tf 
1^ th^'fe. tncan aftrife of mutual deference between the armies 
■>ie "f<r and the fcnate, who reciprocally complimented each 
S^Mte* other with the clefting of a new emperor : and 
tbtthoke vhilft mefiages paffed between them to 4hat eoci, 
rfwBnpc.^^ interregtHim toolc place for upwards of. fik 

" tnen^. 
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months, Which was not diftarbcd by the leaft Iha- 
dow of diflcncion. 

; Wothing was Ids clearly fettled among the 'Ro-''^' f"^ 
mans, thaii what related to the choice of an cmpc-''Tac. i— 8. 
ror. The fenate and the foldiery claimed rcfpec- '''^' ""''• 
tively contrary rights and privileges ; and no law," 
nor even well cftablithcd ciiftom,- had fixed the 
Ihnits of the power of either. It was necelTary that 
the authority of the fenate fliould intervene. Some- 
times, as in the election of Maxlmus and Balbinus, 
thar aflettibly nominated and appointed firft, as 
head, and the foldiers afterwards confirmed the 
chdice. But in general the fenate enjoyed only the 
right of confirming the nomination of the foldiery. 
The emperor cledled by theft laft toolt aftiial pof- 
feffion of the fovcreignty, and then, to acquire a 
atle not founded upon force alone, applied tu the 
fenate, who granted, a confirmation whicli they nei-' 
ther could nor dared refiife. Such was the fitua-' 
tion of things when Aurelian was killed. 

It was quite natural that the troops fliouId be jea- 
lous of prcfrrving fo fine a prerogative : but ycE> 
the difficulty of the choice, the cabals which the- 
muidercrs of the late emperor probably fet onfoot 
in order to fubftitutc one of their own accomplices 
in his fliead, and the Hnn refolution of the foldiers 
not to Tuffer that, were motives which determined 
them to recede from their prctcnfions, and to re- 
fer the matter to the decilion of the fenate. By s 
letter written in their name to that Brft body of the 
RepubUc, they defired the Confcript Fathers to 
diufe from "among their members him who Ihouid . 
fec'm to them moft worthy of the fuprtme rank. 

So great a degree of moderation in an army is 
very furprizing. The fenate, on ic*s fide, imitated, 
the example. After, reading the letter 1 have juft 
mentioned, Claudius Tacicu5, who was to vote fird, 
and who, as appeared by the event, had the grcateft 
-Hghc of any one to cxpeft to be eleftcd, if the af- 

f-iit 
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hu wu detcnnuied by the fuffragei of the fetu** 
tors began his fpeech with a magnigcent oicomiunt 
upon Aurelian, to wbom he voted divine honoi»9 ('. 
aad as to the choice of a rucceffi}r to that prince«. 
he propoTed referring it back again n> the army, 
to. aroid, faid he, expofing the electors to envy, and 
the perfon eledted to very great dangers. This 
counlel was approved of, and the fenate, without 
l}eiag tempted by this fair opportunity to revive 
it's abolifhed rights, and refume it's ancient fplen- 
dor ; by a formal deliberation left the army mafters 
of the choice of an emperor, 
lamccma This extraordinary compliment was repeated on 
trii^^each fide three times:, and whilft the fenate and 
*»miuaa. army thus difputed ^ich ihould fliew the greateft 
moderation, lending meflengers to each other, deli- 
berating, and wailing for anfwers, fix months paf- 
fed during which the empire was wiihouia head: and 
what adds to the wonder, is that every thing re- 
mained perfectly quiet all that time. Thole that 
were in office, continued fo, exercifiog the funo- 
tionsof their refpcdtive poUs: only the folate ap*-- 
poinred Falconius proc<Miful of Africa, in the room 
of Auralius Fufcus, whofe time was cither expired, 
-or he had defired leave to refign. No tyrant, no 
ufurper ftarted up during this furpenfian of the im- 
perial power i though we have feen, and Qiall agsiti. 
fee, feveral arife even under the greateft and belt 
princes. The Authority of the fenate, the paapitf 
and tlie army, kept every one within the bounds of 
his duty. The members and ful^'edts (^ the repub- . 
lie did not fear the emperor,' fince there was none ^ 
but, which was much better, they feared and refpeard 
one another. 
>tia)gth At length, on the twenty-fifth of September, die 
ri^^b" fenate being afiembled in confequence of a find an* 
thtSa»it. {yfcr from the army, which perfifted in referring the 
cle6tion to the confcript Fatiieri, the conful Velius, 
Cornificius Gordianus reprcfented, thai the circgm-. 
ftancw 
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flUKCs of afi^ mouU not stdmic of any longer de4 
lays. Tb« she fiarbar^as had .eoKted Gaul in on 
bwUc manner; ravaged the country, and plunder- 
fd towns. That it wasuncertata wtMho- the a-oopt 
difperied in the fevcral proviaccs of tbe eoipirc 
would not grow wrairy of waiting* and take ftept 
which might be pcejudicial n> the publick tntRe^iU" 
ty. "Xherefore, concluded he, come » arefoJur 
*s tton, and chufe.an emperor. , Ekher the 4roif 
" will acknowledge the pcrfoa- whom you Ct^ 
*' eledt ; (M-, if they do not like him, they viU 
/' name another." Thefe' la& words of the contirf 
-fcem TO me very remarkable, in that they fliew. fcow 
.much the foMte was dependant on the army. iQveii 
'm the exerciie of a right which they were defired 
to ofe. . . . V 

: . CUudius Tacku6, whom I have already mentioiv 
«d, was prefent. Ever fince the affair of tfw cIcQ- 

- tion had been/in agitatipn, and was becoma the fu^ 

- je^ no£ only of public deliberations, but ;of -^auA 
.«m7 privtte conVedation, many had caft theii; eyts 
-yfoa him : whiUt he, wifely forefeeing the danger 
:jtfla fieuaCtoo which would have filled others with « 
^Um. meft.'i^allog. hopes, retired' to his «ttlia in the 
-jsDtiatry, vulwrc fc: bad fpent t^»o months, ^whai be 
...vast 'prevailed uptm to recumito.Rome; to oiiQItat, 
-/tibej meeting:!' ifow &pcik ef.>. ^ Ha was a vener^bk 

;told man : itvwgk'I cannOt ,eelily beheye upon the 
.-.ttftiBEtonyjof-^Z^aras* that he. had leen hls'fev^nty- 
.'rfifdiycar; an.age certainly.iNy>^eat for. any one, fo 
-.b^vi to loarnjthe arduous t^ ofgoveroi^. a 

people. But his rank <:^'ancknt«onrul,iand,thiit>of 
-.Toong fiift in i^e fenatse*, provB thM he.wia8.8.iiian 

in years. His mind was adorned and. q«JjttF|t(d 
iby laurmng, to^ which Ik had thought i^ i^wpbc^e 

«n:bim to ;q)pty himlelf, boi|h on accoiiiiijE of .the 
, inaiQC he txJre, and becaufe 'he>:jti9d.;the>l)>onottf' of 

reckomng among his^anceftors thehllito»an,Ta^ws. 

£ot be cUimcd Uuit.^ry>- c^ vakht h«iiH«<ftr, t^^ r^.Tit.^ 
i»i; - fimiliiudc 
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fimiKMide of nam«3 Js noc an 'ringecher fuffi 
proof for us. -Gentle, gravfe, akd n]Odtittte,-''h<i: 
l>Hinned all pwnjiand ambitioii, «iid delighted in A 
noble fimpticicy. He wa» a mi Age t bue finer 
perhaps to give good coiinr«k to aa-eo^ror, ttun 
to be emperor* hrnifetf. 

' When the conful had done fpeoking,: Tacitus wa» 
going to give hu opinion ami vote. But before-liib 
could do ii, the- whole afiembly, raifing their veicos* 
echoed' t^s prai<«8 a«d falutcd him Au^l^us. Thefit 
-acclamation lafted a bttgwhilf :-:and 'I^tus, afccr 
waleing 'till they were over, Ippke j not to accept 
trith jay io -gpcacan offer, buE lo fee fonlv ais 
reafoHs for declining-it. He obfemcd,- that ic:«nB 
wrong to thiok of i^aotAg' a warlidce pttnce iike 
Aurelian, by an old man unBt for any military eiceP- 
dlk That the foldiers might not appcove'^ fuch 
K Choice. " Take care, (mA facj that thi* ftcpaf 
*» yowrs be not contrary to your own- good tiwetl- 
•" riona- for the weMare of the repabtic t and-cbtC 
*^ you do not brii^ upon tne, focthe-Mriy^ikvf «f 
»' your fuffragcs, tragical difgrices <fVom;iriiiah>My 
Kf.p«/.>" good fortune has hitherto pccfervod' me,'' ~Itii 
added, that Ta<:ieu5 htmletf propaledPiobtMj 'A«l' 
whichlie could not give a flron^ preof of lAwifiB- 
cerity of his re^faL For f r«bu» ms, oow ^ ged 
fohi'm, a formidable -eompctiiBPi wbo'cocitd eaify 
hare turned the fcale i fines he poficAed, bcfld«&J«A 
equal degree of virtue^ a pevhaps greater etevUMO 
of genius, certatn^tnore youth wdvigouriaixhk 
ftrength'Of body mere capable of-bea^g til'liit fc^ 
tigues of the Jbvertiign commandi • :>' : 

But the fenMOifi did noe confKkr aU ^9. Clurm<- 
ti wkh TacitU9>modefty, and animated b^histK^ 
Aftance, they thought only of 4nfwn-tngiiis«bj)tdi- 
ons, and to that end- re|>relaited to him ngwth'. re- 
d^irfjted cries, that they were nocchufing a fiildicr, 
but an emperor'i and reminded him of the la^ng . 
t^Sertruv That'k U/ths head which governs, and 
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pgc ^^«»} :^jiliis.7bqr undcvfbki4Mh£i 'fai^'^W'i^ 

*i jt9^nbr-tI)3trW]:diaJBd.m needctf, and not your 

** )^S>^ t f^:v}»: QULigpRccn. beotf, thanhtl^ iii 

^* wcho^i Kamlcdsft.fcf^i^iJ^ iloify is airafteci 

•* .^»3r¥^,p''^ri'»cp.of Att advatrtedigef " 

^. A/W.f ' ihefe «&ci^inarionE, th^ iuAze |>tt>c«ded to 

$1 n^eg^ ^dt^ratioD,- and tM o^mon c^ cadi 

i^^ajM^ takdtiJtn.due oider, confirmed what they 

ji^4- all ¥>pff£vi ^before in a ibmewhai tumultuous 

(^a^iner. QitCiof-.tika^aideft condylars, MctmsFa]^ 

fiPQili^ NicQraK|iu5, si^od Um debate with a f^ccH 

of fome length, in which he Ih«ift*'the' wifdoAt of 

iMbrlfiiMC'iL choicr- M We-We narhed,' -fiudlic. 

if- ■ #^ einiwreii^a^aodod in ycass, who will look ap^ 

^V#fi: ^ipifatfi^s cbe^'faibw (if ^1 'thoie' wRo'ifha^ 

■^S lp«,filbimfliv^tO!ius:Bu'thority. ■ We have no rea- 

V fflOit© f«£ froHn.-tJQKany ftcp thafwill not be ftfi 

i^ $c}QRti]E. weigb^v nor- anyvi^edt or tncon(liJ«'- 

i'i.nrtr; nKalttftsi.j^ery thing-in Jft)9-will beftri- 

Ji* flW^-ttOOB^ahied- wkh gravity -, furfi, in a w6rdl 

t^oHi'tllC- icpai^-Jicrietf wouldc^reA; if 'fhe cpuM 

£Vk>9iC9ntaiQediia vi^&igle peHbd^ - For Jtc^Ynbws 

iV^whst.:behaVkB»il».Wi&ed-tlV>4 'ti^ pnnccs.'-unt 

if^idsrwhtei^he liM"^*><^^ andf''4i^ cannot hiaifefS 

if.ih^.pt^KtrnSiiximaDdte wry ^tcrn of sihaihh 

',ti.jimii iam:'baA.:bik predecefibt^frbe,** ^To'qtjn^ 

^flk'this, FtisKma'drtvi-tii^^iitTity pt(^hjre, Of 

»bc'«viis. which tlu empire 'had' tUffefc^l through tht; 

y<»^«i' tifa.ibveFe^$as4 fueh-as^Nerai, 'Co.mmodttfi 

Hfclk^ybalm-iJ aad u ^acitui w»<^,; and h^d-on.- 

l9fi TOlM^ flhHdxrui * i»grafid>'CM)^A r continuing 

iftJJie fame ftrain as he tud begun, he reprefented to 

him, with all becoming libeny, the views which oughc 

tP'SXi^bvii.'Wtlie'cboice Af aflidnfim. "AlVpfay 

SSMdoK^Wyttut Tacitus AugttftttS, feid he, dH^ 

f ^' \ dare even tt) eharge yoil not to ' rtia^p the young 

••~ GhiWren wbo are of right' bieif& W your. «ft««^ 

" Tit Ltti» txfr^m h/mrwkt t/^^ae ; ' porvoloa luMt, 
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^.j^sFI tQthcB,oaMaieTniMV,-ai cife thedeftlnfeft 
^' JbouM t4l&e you too foon iR>m IS t Ror to tKati 
f* tiu; republip, ijw &iiit«, and (fae Romui peopl^^ 
*' upon the ^k filDciiig as four futta iai fMci. 
•« Make 2 choice. iflucateNetn«-Tni^ati, Atkiiri.' 
f' It is a Mbk tiM% 'fer « dying prince m have die 
** iotqreft of th« republic moic at Mart, tfaan^hat 
M of his family.". . F^ikonius's fpecoh was t^lattd^ 
ed. The fcDators cried otit that they all thoii^it ai 
be did: an4TadtQs gelded at- faft^ and accepted of 
fhe empire i bqt'.wittuMt^ taking JUiy oig^emenc in 
regard to a fi^dtfiw. I . : ' - 

_. from ^he fcoatt-hfflufe, 'tlw new cniperOF-«etit ^ 
fhe Campus M^ii^,'Wheie''dK''pMple utd all the 
troops th^n in tht city aSerabledi xbeftV'Tacktls 
' being felted §]pon «o high mbuni>, the Pttfedi of 
Kome, Julius Cefieftianus,. ootiHed his-' eta^itm ' iti 
tbefe terms : *' Soldiers *, and you chiKnii'i ^oti 
** have an emperor ,> chofen by the fenate wah th^ 
•* ^probation pf all the ariniei Tlat emprtW H 
*« theilluftrioGBTacitus^who^faivmg'hitliercofeM^ 
** the Republic by his counfdsjiii now going W-jjtf- 
** vern it by bis lav«. and ordiiMiiacs." AUufKWieM 
prefent anfwcce4.!vKb flvaotsitf-igdyai'aiiiiwM'^ 
ihe emperor's :^|$fperity : aferjwhidi tlnjc^lepsicft^ 
rated. The doc^-of d» fehaisiwts-idraiNv-'tip;. 
and written in a book of ivoi'y,.irittcb was {ttrtrico- 
larly ufed as a rQgjfier fcnr thoTs delibenitioiU'^Df lAt 
icpate which rclaKd tmmed^|qfy .to the fovcte%w i 
Thecity .p^e£p^9 m«tut|ning.^&icX{ueA^,iii hi* 
fpeech, that T^cituftwu cho&n wdi 'ttw ooratttt «tf 

*,I b*v* tdttti.iir* tbi KoUilf Jiffhrtntt tUhl itetiijk 

tfith'itioffaii&it&m, ^9&ho- jtAy firf^imftm^^t hmii wtfuww- 

Ij, anJ facraiiffiini, moft Ik- ij mifpUcfd. %bg -gyfj; ^t^', 

irtd, viiiri, in tit triginal, on indiid, lo fitvi nt ta hnxi irttt 

afflUd tt til /r^eri a«d lit « ifygftltbi limn ta •whicS'lbtt 

rmviii I bttb btcauji ihtj viauli vitrt ufii wirt nffBid imti 

Jiim vtrj ftrmng* t» us, •uibt/r fiil/mt aiktlmthm. 

tK^emiaifdivajitfliinii^art :-, ■,' 
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tli».'<nain,^Tes loom' to 'think due his eledHon 
WU coiK»ncd bdbre hmd between, them flnd the 
lenaic. Oo the otber hand, Tacitus bimielf feetiu 
not to Ittve known dnt circoniftance, if it Was &i, . 
rmGclie^oubted.wfaether hJBperibn would beagree' 
able, to tttt. troc^K. Hie authon who are my only ' 
sHidMihere» haTcwrinsn without much reflection, and 
kwe uagrauly in thc^dark mth refped toinany &£h. 



PRINCIPAL EVENTS of the Reicn 

OF 

T A C I TV S. 

AtfiiLiAMus Augustus IV. * 

....... Marcbllinvs< 

M. Oaodius Tacitus, clefted emperor by die 
lenote on the twenty-fifth of September, ftiews a 
greftt Kgtrd and deference for that aHembly, 
wl^ch, in conlequeoce ther«if,. recovers part of it's 
ftmner ■fplendor. '. 

He makes fereral wife regulations, behaves with 
inoderttion, love, fin^icity, and efteems and cul- 
ciMtes leornmg. He exprelfes a great zeal to pre- 
fepve the works of the hiftorian Tacitus, from 
whom he pretended to be defcehded. • 

He puts himfelf at the head of the armies in 
Tbwct ■ -■ ■ ■ . 

He puoifhes the principal authors of the murder 
c^Aurelian. 

M.Claudius Taci.tws AuousTus-II- * 

^MILIANUS. 

■ Vol. IX. O He 
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He goes ihtD Afia, afld drives from thence.ihe.Scy- ■ 
tbians or G(id!Wi..whD bid ipread- themfelres ip xhu 
country.. 

Miuumtn* . his telatioD, wfaom he had made go* 
vemor of ^ria, having eiia^rated the tnoops by 
his harfluie^ and violepce, is kilie^:.and the au- 
thors o£ his death, joining thofe that renuiced o£ 
the confpiracy ag^oft AureUan, kill Tadtifs him- 
felf. 

He was murdered in the beginning of April, at. 
' , Tyana TnXappadocia, or at Tarfus in Cilicia. 



T A. C, I T U §., 

S E C T. IV. 

^The fenate, under Tackviyrefimes it's ancient Jplendor. 
Jey of the fenators an that account. They had^ then 
en oppertunily^ which they neglected, of ebtaimng a 
. rrvccatien<^C^Iieniu'-sedi£t^ainft.tbtirfervitigi» 
ibt arm). Wifi rtgui^titn^ made ^ Tacitus, ^ii« 
arden a temple to be iuilt to- the deifisd offerers. 
He afki the cetffiflj^^ for his irothery,iu^,dofsnet' 
ehtasn it, laudable things in his govp^mngnt. ffit 
lav^ efjbtiflicityji* tiikat conetrfiedki^Jelf : joined to 
iiheralily^ magnificence iaihit^s reiatfngttijife^ub- 
He. he ioved and cfiJtivatfid Ifarnipg^. His zeal 
for the i»fieria» "Tacitus. ,_^}Je puts ifvfe^ at the 
head of the trvtas i,nX^rafi, He^a^etfome of 
the murderers if /iureliaji, Hegaes i»tf j^fia, 4nd 
Mves the Goths out of that country. A cmf^iratj 
takes awey Hi iife. 

The fenitt, 

tui, rcfgmt* ^TT^ A C I T U S, havIng been- eleded in the man- 
^[j^2^* J^ ner bcforcmenfioned,. reiblvcd, borb out of 
»V.T*i.9, gratitude, and for the iak« gf the public,- to reftore 

I ' . the 
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the anthority of that Ulaftrious ai3embiy to- wMch 
he owed the empire. Thrfe were the fcntiments 
which he exprefled in hk very firft fpeech to the fe- 
natt. ^ May I, iaid he, (o furely govern the ftate 
*' HI 3 manner .anfwerable tg rhe Iwnour conferred 
** upon me by your eledion, m it is true that I am 
** detetmined to follow your counfels, and be gujd- 
** ed by your authority. Be it your care w order : 
*' mine ^all be to omcute ." 

in ofieft, this emperot really defircd that the fc-^^''-'^' 
natt (hould logdc ijpoii itfctf as the difpcnfcr of the '"' '' 
fiipreme power* the arbiter of peace and war, and 
the judge tjf natioM. In this view be reftored to 
that Brtk order of the rc|)ublic the right of appoint- 
ing the ppoconfuls . of all the provinces of the 
people: a ri^u which belonged to the fenate by 
. Auguftus's inttitudon, but which other emperors 
; had otteninvjided : and a law was rnade, ordering 
that all appeals from the decifions of the proconfuls 
Aibuld 'be l^ before the tribunal of the city pre- 
fcft, whofe ■ power was fubordinate to that of the 

■ ifenate. .In Ihort, this noble affembly recovered aH 
the fplendf^ and authority it ever had enjoyed even 

■ Wider- 'the princes who efteemed and revered it 
nwft.v . -. ■ , 

■ "lihe feflators *ere wanfported with joy. Thankf-^-f *< 
gS»ings-tt> xhe gods were ordered i hecatombs were d """ 
vowed i and every one made facrifices, and gave 
fumpioousfeafts'. The fenate, in a body, notified 
the lappy change by letters addrefled to all the 
great cities ©f the empire, to the fenate of Carthage, 
to tbofe (^Treves, Antioch, Aquileia, Milan, Alex- 
'andria, Theffalonica, Corinth, and Athens; whiJft 
fereral of it's ' members wrote upon the fame fub- 
. jeft to their fiipnds and rtlations, in eii^reffions of 
the utmoft gladncfs. Vopifcus has ptiefcrved four 
of theft Ictttrs, in which riie following fcem to nic 
the moft remarkable paflages. ■ That from the fe- 
nate ©f, Rome BO the fenate of Carthage ends with 
O 2 this 
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this oblcrvation. ** The change we now acquaiot 
" you. with in our favour, promifcs a finuUr one in 
'* yoitfs.. For the firft oQembljr of the ftace rcco- 
•' vers it's rights, only to prefcrve thofe of Others," 
I Claudius' Capelliuius a fcnator,. writing, to his 
uncle, begins wiih dcfcribing his own joy and that 
of the publij::, which he invites him to come and 
partake of : a^ter which be adds i ** Since we liave 
** begun to appoint our emperors, we may h(^ to 
" be able to exclude fuch as may be fct up by 
" others. A wife man, like you, will . cafily un- 
" derftand mc." Capeilianusherefpeakslike amao, 
' who, elated by a glimmering ofprefcntprofperity, 
formed vaft prcge£ts of mighty things to ;come : 
without confidering that the fenate owed .the :^zer- 
ciie of the rights it then ei^oycd iblely to the nipdc- 
ration of the army -, and that moderation is not a 
permanent quality in men, efpecially whoi they are 
matters. 
The} till If the lenators had thought fcriouOy of.t^ung 
^i^c^' proper meafures folidly to fecure aod render lafting 
which th^ the fplendor to which they were reftored, ilKy 
^J^^',"*^ fliould have feizcd thb oppominiQr to cJpta^ a.«- 
reTocMionpfvocatJon of GallicQus's cdidt by which .they were 
Sa^^ forbid to fcrve in the army ; for it is highly.prolja- 
tbeta fcning ble, that if the commanders and all the principal 6f- 
Xrf. v^.' ficers of the arniies had been taken now, as they for- 
merly wcFC^ from among the body of thejeoatty it 
would not have been extremely difficult for theipito 
revive in the troops the refpea they once had for the 
auguft order which held the firit rank iii the {U(e. 
The, opportunity was fine : but they miiled it, aiid 
- it never more returned. The armies rqfumed die 
right of nominating the emperors : whllft the fenate, 
confined to the narrow office of regulating the. civil 
police, had vc^ little iaflucncc in the. general af- 
fairs of the republic, and, far from preferving it's 
juft afcendant over the foldiery, received, o^ ^c 
contrary, laws from them. This is hot to be, w^n- 
dered 
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dered at, if it be true, as we have already obferved ' 
after 'Aurell us Victor, that the fenatbr's were grown 
fond of indolence, and loved to enjoy their riches, 
Aeir pleafurcs, and their country-houfes, without 
trouble or interruption. Men of this ■ turn cannot 
but lofc their influence over others, and finic in their 
efteem. 

The emperor Tacitus, in his very firft harangue to wirerepii. 
the fc^ate, (hewed his zeal for the good order and {.'^"I'lt. - 
proper adminiftration of the public affairs. After yf-Tu. 9. 
paying the tribute of honours due to the memory 
of his predeceflbr, by decreeing him a ftatiie of gold 
in the capitol, and ftatues of filvcr ifi the fenate- 
houfe, the tempk of the fun, and Trajan's fquare j 
he propofed 3 taw, which was pafied, forbidding all 
adulteration of melab by mixing them with bafe 
alloy, under pain of death, and forfriturc of the cftatc 
and effefts of the oflfcndtr. The frauds of the 
cotners in Aurelian's time rendered this rigor n;- 
ceflary. 

He likewife made, or rather revived another re- 
gulation of great conftquence to the tranquility of 
the fubieft, by declaring that it Ihould never more 
be Jawfui to examine flaves in criminal profecutitms 
againfl:. their mafters, even though they ftiould be 
accufed of high treafon. This was an old law, 
■which both Augaftus and Tiberius had endeavour- 
ed to infringe, and which Sevcrus adlually fet afide 
by an exprefs conflntution in the cafe of high trea- 
fon, and in fome others. Tacitus, by reviving ci/ij.*^ 
and rdloring it in it's fall extent, gained the affec- ''•/• 
tioh of the public j all mafters being rejoiced to find 
that their tortuncs, and fomtimes even their nves, 
■would no lon^r depend upon the teftimoriy of their 
■flaves. 

In the fame fpeech Tacitus, whilft he honoured whet-tim 
the tnemory of the good princes, cxpreflcd his rcfo- 1^"^^^ 
■ lution of taking them for hu> models. He ordered it" ■t'lfim 
chat a temple Ihould be built in Rome, and confe- '^"'"' 
O 3 . crated 
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crated to the deified cmperors'; that the ftaiijea of 
the good princes ftroold oe placed in it, and thai; 
libations Ihould be offered to them on the anniver-; 
fary of their birth', and on fome other days of the 
, year. Tacitus moft certainly did not equal the 
number of good princes to that of the deified em- 
perors, many of whom fcarcely defcrved the name 
of men. By rdtrifting the title of good princes to 
thofe who were really worthy of it, the number did 
r^.Atr.ia. not prove great : fo that a joker of thofe times was 
right enough in faying, that they might aU be cn- 
: gfaved upon the ftone of a ring. 
H= snuibe All thefe firft fteps of Tacitus pleafcd the fenatc, 
Mh'fbro. But he added to them one which (hewed that be 
th«, but did not fufficiently remember Faiconius's advice to 
J'^'l^^"" ''^' hinij to detach himfelf from his familj'. tie zSkxA 
^-/.Tflt.s- theconfulfliipfor his brother Florianus, who fecms 
to have been a man of little merit, whofc ambitiat 
furpalTed his talents. The fenate flatly refufed to 
appoint. him conful, alledging, that there was no 
vacancy. The emperor, whofc diftinguifliing cha- 
rafterillic was modefarion, feemcd to be- fatisficd. 
*' They know, faid he, what fort of prince they 
-" have chofcn. " 

To ftrengthen himfelf in the poffeflion (rf the 

throne, it was neceflary that Tacitus Ihould go 

fpeedily to -the armies of Ulyriciun and Thrace, to 

let them fee the emperor who had been cledlcd iri 

. confequence of their moderation : befidcs which, 

the provinces of Afia Minor, infefted a-new by ia- 

" incurfions of the Barbarians, implored his prefenco 

3nd afliftance. He therefore conid not ftay Icmg ae 

Rome after his eleflion : and yet we find the tinw 

of his abode there marked whh feveral ordinances, 

which give an advantageous idea of his principles 

of government. 

^*"^*fnhi. ^^ prohibited all places of debauchery in the 

^ovTni^^city. But the general corruption of manners, ftron- 

^.Ta^^c. ger (haft all l^ws, dii^ opt fuffcr this tisfpnpation to 
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laft long; He ordered the public baths to be Ihut 
up at fun-fet, to prevent feditious meetings and cabals 
in the night. He fotbad men to wear cloatfis made 
entirely of (ilk, or to lace their garments with 
Jlips of gold tiffuc ! and he would have been glad 
to profcrifac abfolittely aSi forts of gilding, of which 
indeed he firft gave the hint to Aurclian. Proba- 
bly rhe difficulty of fticceeding hindered both thcfe 
princes from making a kw which woyH not have 
been obfervcd. 

Tacitus- loved fimpliciry, as he proved by his"''(''T"'' 
own example. He did not luiter his wire to wear in what con- 
jewels i and he^ himfetf wore when emperor, the J^Jf""* '^' 
fame drefi as he had done when only a private man. 
Nothing, could be mwc frugal than his table. 
Cleanlinefs and decency were all he defired. He 
was however curious in And a judge of buildings 
.and marble, and had a tafte for the ornaments of 
glafs with which the Ancients ufcdto decorate their 
hoofes. He likcwife loved hunting. But it is not 
iaid that lie ever bellowed any unrealbnable expence 
upon either of thefe objefts. 

With this fimplicity in what concerned himfelf, 
he (hewed a becoming liberality and magnificence 
in things relating to the public ; preferring, how- 
ever, benefits of a more lafting nature, to the 
flight advantage of temporary gifts. To this is ■ 
owing that wc find fcarce one of thofe diftributlons 
of wine and meat fo frequent among the Romans, 
■in the fin months that he reigned. But on the 
other hand, he ordered his own houfe to be pulled 
. down, and baths to be built in the place where it 
ftood, at hdsf expence, for the ufe of the citizens. 
He prefentcd the city of Oftia with an hundred 
frillars of Numidian mu^le. twenty-three feet high. 
He gave an eftate which he had in Mauritania t» 
the temple of the capitoI, as a fund for repairing 
and keeping up the buildings on that fpot. He 
confecrattd to the ufes of religion, pa'rdciilarly to 
' - O 4 die 
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th« fcafts w^ch vere cdebnoed in the tempks, aB 
fhe plate thai be was poflc&d of what a pri»Me 
jnao: aqd he devoted to the.paymnic of arrears 
due to the lp|dKrs, all the.moaey that was ia his 
jcoffers 9t the time of his being ele£tcd emperor. 
But I can (arcdy believe that be made the Repiib- , 
lie aprefcnc of his paternal cftite, which \rasim- 
pienfe ; oo lefs, if we beUev^ Vopifctu, than a mil- 
pon and aa bdf 4 year. For if the empire was not 
perpetuated in his family, as he mi^t eafily fear it 
would not, what was to become of his heirs i 

Tacitus's generofity extended aUb to bis fkres. 
Of thofe only who attended him in die city, he, 
a6franchifed an hundred : and if he did not exceed 
that number, it was becauje an ancient lav* for- 
bad going beyond it. 
Sd^t?«t ' ^^^ already fatd that he ^fteemed learned men, 
^icudDi'.And that he himlelf was a proficient in learning. 
As hjs days were wholly taken up with the nccefiary . 
buTinels of the Qate, he always devoted fome part 
pf the night to ftudy ; never pafllng chw without 
■ either reading or writing, if we except the fecdnd , 
day of every qionth, on wBch, that beii^ msu^ed 
j^s unfortunate it} the Roman kalendar, he fupei#i- 
tipufly refrained from all ^splication. 
Ri> icai far Vf^ ought to' think ounetves obliged to him for 
i^r*"^" ^"' *° preferve the writings of the hiftorian Ta- 
jritiis, though he did not fgcceed therein lb VtAl as 
we could wilh. He ordered that every library 
ihould have that auth(»'s works, and that ten co- 
pies of thrm ftiQuld be tranlcribed yearly in the 
pUce where the archives of the empire were kq«, 
to be diftributfid to the libraries. But even this 
extraordinary care has not prevented the lofs of the 
greaceft p^rt of %ht vrorks pf that incomparablfi 
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- ITiis is the fiabftMice of wl«t we ftnd mofl iri-:Hq>ut.to- 

tooftii^ in the monuments of the Ancients concern- ht,t^ 

^iagthe emperor Tacitus, to the time of his leainrig:^"""?''" 

, Rome in order to put himfcif at the head of the^/.'S^c. 
Kregps in Thrttc. Upon his arrtTal at the camp, 'J- * »«• 
he J»ad afert of new pofleflwn to take. The amiy 
aflembled, .and Mascim Galltcanus, die fmEtoriiia. 
pnefeft, opened the ceremony with a fliort fpeech, 
in wbich he tdd the foldiers, that the fenate, in 
confcquence of their irqueft, had given them an 
emperor, whom he defired them to hear. Tacitiis 
-then fpoke, and, -^e the prxtorian prsefeA, aferib- 
ed the fifft and grestteft part of his clefHon to the 
troops. " 1 think mylelf highly honoured, faid he, 
*• in hawing Iwcn thus chofen, firft by you, juft 
** eftimators of princes, and afterwards by the una- 

. ** nimous fuffi^es of the fenaK. If it be not given; 
'* to me to animate you by perfbnal examples of 
" vigorous ai£li6ns, I fiiall endeavour, and 1 hope 
^* not without fuccels, at leaft to guide you by coun- 
** fols worthy of you and worthy of a Roman em- , 
•* peror." After this fpeecb, he promifcd them 

. the large&s ufually given by pcrfonfi in his fiiu- 
Ui&a. • 

Jufticc to the memory of Aurelian, and his own W' poniftet 

.fecurity, required his piniftiiug the murder of that J^JJ^"^ 
prince. The ptincipaj cnminals, and particularly A>i>cii>n. 
Mui^por, who was the perfon that ftnbbed him, '^'^l^ 
wore raclwd to death. Thofc whom he fpared, either 'w. 

■rfor want of knowing them, or out of an ill-judged 
tendernefs, fooo gave him caufr to repent of hi& 
mercy. 

Taoitut, now uoanimoufly acknowledged by the kecDaiitM 
whole empire^ prepared to punifh the Barbarians for *,"^,^ 
iJteir tnfolence. It was high time that the Koma^ns Cuthioaiof 
fliould quit the flate of inaftion, in which the death J^"™"'T| 
of Aurelian, and the long vacancy of the throne, had z*/ '^ z^ 
obliged them to remain. Gaul on one fide, and Ada 
^ jnor ofl the oilier, were attacked by enemies whofc 

■ ■ reiterated 
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reiterated- defeats could neither ume their audaci- 
oufnefs, nor exhauft their numbers. Tacitus march- 
ed towards Afia, where the evil probably required 
the moft fpeedy remedy. 

A cloud of Scythians or Goths from the coun- 
tries round about the Palus M^rotis had orer-fpread 
Pontus, Cappadocia, Galatia, and f ilicia. Some of 
them [tf'etended to have been called by Aucelian, co 
affiil him in his intended War againft the Perfians. 
Tacitus, joining prudence to force, fent alt thefc 
Barbarians back to their own difmal abodes. He 
divided his troops into two armies, of the greateft 
of which lie himfelf took the command, whilft the 
other was under his brother Florianus, whom he 
bad made pranorian praefe^ Both of them gained 
fignal advantages over their enemies, many of whom 
they killed : and by driving the reft back to their 
own countries, peace and fafcty were rcftored in the 
provinces of Alia. This fortunate event, which coft 
■ neither much trouble nor much time, muft have hap- 

A.R.1017. pened in beginning of the year of Chrift 276, in 
which Tacitus took a fecond confulftiip. 

Atonfpitsq' Thc viAotious prince thought of returning into 

^^^'^ Europe, when a confpiracy deprived him of'the em- 
pire and of life. He himfelf feems to have occa- 
fioned it by giving way to an inconfiderate regard 
for his twn.tamily, in an aifair which concerned 
ihepublic good. He had made a relation of his, 
"by name Maximin, governor of Syria 1 but, fofar 
ts we can judge, in fubordination to Probus, who, 
a we Ihall foon oblerve, was commander general 
of all the Eaft. Maximin, paffionate and head- 
' ftrong, ufed the ofSccrs and foldicrs under him lb 
ill, that, to be delivered from bis tyranny, they 
killed him. The perpetrators of this murder, to 
avoid punilhment, joined the furViving confpiraton 
againft Aurelian, and with them, watching their 
opportunity, attacked the emperor himfelf, and af- 

,4W. ^3- faflinated him. , Thus pcrifiwa,after a reign of «wo 

hundred 
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hxiRdred dafs.-a prihce whtrfe wifiJotfi feemcd to fe- 
cure hhn from a tragical end. Htftory lays no 
oiher blame to his charge, than a great defire to 
promote hni family : a weakness common tO' old 
men, over whom their kindred etfUy gain the af- 
d^dattt. He Was killed in the beginaing of April, •^<"^- f^-». 
Jbmc fay at Ty«w in Capp^docia, twhets at Tarfus %^'f^f' 
in Cilicia. His pofterity, of which we ihall take».^i.' 
farther notice under the foltewiog reign when we 
fhall fpeak of the death of his brother Eloriahus, 
fubfifted after him, bCit in a private ftation. 



PRINCIPAL EVENT3 of the Reicm 
o P 

P R O B U S. 

M.Claudius Tagitus Augustus IT, a 

------- ^MILIANUS. 

. After the death of Tacitus, his brother Florianus^' 
who commanded a body of troops in Afia, lays 
claim to the empire, as by right of inheritance.; 
pFobus, general of the army in the Eaft, is pro^ 
ejaimed emperor by his foldiers, 

Plorianus advances againft Probus, is abandoned, 
and even killed by his own people at Tarfus, in 
Cilicia, after a reign of two, or at mofl; three- 
ovonths. 

Probus is acknowledged by the fenate and al| 
^e empire. He maintains* and even extends the 
rights of the lenate.. 

He avejiges the de»tl» of Ajjrelian, and that of 

M. Auai- 
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M. AvKBLiDS Pauliuus. 

ProbuB gppes into Gaul, where he defeats ^ad 
drives from thence fundry German nations who wcrp 
cndeavooring^to iettk themfelves there. He grants 
them peace j hut on very hard conditions. 

iclJS?" ^" AORELIUS PrOBUS AUGUSTUS II. 

■. - ^ -■_ . Lupus. 

He paci&es Rhaetia. lUyricum, and "nirace. 

ihcMl* PnoBus Augustus III. * 

... Paternus. 

He crofles over into Afia Minor, and chaffi^s 
the. Ifaurian banditti, of whom he takes meafures to 
clear the country. 

War agaioft the Blemmyes, who are repulled and 
fubducd. 

Probus enters Armenia, and makes the Perdans 
tremble. Embafly from their king Vararanes 11. 

Plainnefs and haughtinels of Probus*s behavioyr 
in the audience which he gives the Ambafladors of 
riK king of Pcrixa. Peace between the two em- 
pires. 



' Messala. 

■ Gratus. 



M. de Tillemont places under this year tfic re- 
volts of Saturninus in the Elaft, and cnF Proculus 
and Bono&s in Gaul. This date is not very certain. 
It is pofTible that Probus's wars i^will the rebels 
may have happened at the fame time as thofe which 
he carried on againft his foreign enemies. It is alfo 
potable, and even probable, that his exploits againlt 
his foreign enemies may have taken up ibme part of 
this year. 

Whill; 
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Whilft he was bufled in fubduing the rebels, an . 
-handful of Franks tra'nfplantol hf him into Pon- 
^usj failed through the Mediterruiean, paffed the 
'Streights, and landing at the moudi d the RI^, 
ireturned to dieir pvm couotty. 

Probvs Augustus IV. aIc IgT* 

..-._, .. TiBBRIANUS. 

Probus triumphs over the Germans andthe Blem- 
fflyes. 

He permits the Gauls, Fannonians, and Spa- 
niards, to plant vines in their countries. 

Probus Augustus V. *-5-';» 

. -VlCTORIKUS. 

Probus prepares to make war upon the Perlians. 
During a ftay . which he makes near Sirmium, 
tKe place of his nativity, he employs the.ibldiers in 
draining the marihes near that city. The IbMiers 
' mutiny, and kill him» towards the beginning of Au- 
guft. 
'. He was avenged, and ranked among the gods, by 
h|s fijcceHor Carus. 
. His feniily retires to the neighbourhood of Verona. 

Usurpers under Probus. 

Six. Julius Saturninus in the Eaft. 
T. ^Lius pRoccLus in Gaul, 
Q. Bonc^us, likewife in Gaul. 
I A founh, who is not named, in Britain. 



PROBUS. 
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Tacitufs hretber, Floriams^ claims the entire by rig^'t 
ef inheritance^ and Prvbus is' eUBed iy fbe army 
which be <emmanded. FUriamis is i^Ued at TW'- 
fus, after a reign of two months. The pojierity of 
Tacitus and of Florianns. Preius 'omtes to the 
fenate, who ackjwwiedge ian with joy> His de- 
claration., confirmng and amplifying the rights of the 

■' 'finate. ^rniKxt merit ef this tmperoiK. M^ocrity 
ef his hirlb, Ws emfloymtna b^re he was raifed 
to tb€ M^'nr. fits txcell&it tenduS towards the.fd- 
di^. " Glorietit tefUmonUs given of him iy the princes 

■'■ uxier.whombe firvid. H^bex. emp«-ar, hppiaufi>es 
the murderers of AureKan and Tacitus, and pardags 
theparifzans ef Fhriatius. '.Uegaes into Gaid^and 
drives the Germans from thence. Madefi and rei^- 

'■'■cusfiile of his Uttfr to tbi fiaatt. He. pactjies 

• Rh^tia, Illyricum, and Thrace. He croffes over into 
Afia Minor^ and marcbet agiat^ the Ifaurians. 
Siege of Cremna. Meafures takev kf Prokus to clear 
Jfauria ' of thi banditti which snfijled it. ''He re- 
pulfes the BlemmyeSj and fubdues- them. He mcirches 
againji the Perfians. Plainnefs and haughtik^fs of 
his behaviour in the audience wrhich be gave their 
Ambaffadors. His fpirited letter to their king. 
Peace concluded. Returning to Europe, he tranfports 
a great number of Barbarian: into the territories 
of the empire. Incredible boldnefs of a handful of 
Franks. Ufurpers who rofe up againji Probus. Sa- 
turninus in the Eaft. Proculus in Gaul. Bo- 
ttofus likewife in Gaul. An ufurper in Britain. 
Commotion 
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CMmetion of a tresp sf gladieters. Prohu^s 
triumph. Feafts and gams on that occafion: He 
permits the planting of vints in Gaul, Spain, and 
Paimoma. He is idlUd mar SirmtMfn, by his 
faldiers. Hii eulogy. Honaurs paid to bis memory. 
His po/ierity. 

IF the emperor Tacitus had had time to take tkHm"* 
meafures relative to the choice of his fucceflbri ^^j!!^ 
vwe may believe that, wife and juft as he was, ''"mith. 
he would have thought it incumbent on him to '^"^i^ 
confuk the intcreft of the fenate, to which he owed *""S^ 
his own nomination, and to preftrvc to that firft: fs ekae* ^ 
body oi the ftate the valuable right of eleding it'i '^l^l^ 
fevereig^. But his violent and ludden ,death again eaamia^u 
(^oed a door to the licentiourners of the foldiery; 
^)d the troops, feizing the opportunity, refumed 
their pofleflion of a prerogative which only a tran- 
fient whim of moderation had induced them to rt>- 
linqmfh. 

Two armies vied with each other which ftiould r«f. Fir. >. 
raife it's leader to the imperial throne. One of ^f- §^'^ 
them, then employed in bcfetting a band of Barbari- fef-PM-T. 
ans pent up in the neighbourhood of the Bofphonu, 
had tbr it's general the prcetcH-ian pra^e(% Florianus^ 
half-brother to the late emperor. The legions ■ cf 
the Eaft obeyed the orders of Probus, to whoin- 
Tacitus had given that command. Florianus 
pretended that the empire belonged to him by 
right of inheritance, and his foldiers were ready to 
back him. The army erf" the Eaft, part of which 
at Icaft had occafioned the ruin and death <rf" Ta- 
citus, was f^r from being difpoled to acknowledge 
his brother! and having a comrpander of it's own 
eminently pofleffed of all the qualities requifile to 
form a great emperor, thefe troops proclaimed Pro- 
bus At^ulhis, 

Thlf 
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This was not' done either regularly, or in confe' 
quetKC d a prenoos delibcracion i but vnth the tu- 
multuous hurry of a multitude which reftdves fiKU 
denly upon a thing, and executes it Inftantly. Soine 
few having mentioned it to their comrades, the pro- 
pofal went immediately round, was approved of, 
and all unanimoufly cried out, " Probus Auguftus ! 
" may Ac gods be propitious to you." A tribuiud 
of turf was raifed direi^y, and Probus was placed 
upon it, and cloathed with a purple robe taken from 
a- neighbouring temple : after #hich he waa cim- 
duded, in the midft of repeated acclamations, to 
the palace of the city neueft the place where this 
event happened •, which, perhaps, might be Antioch. 
Probus yielded with reluctance to this .ardour of 
the troops. Whether he ^tred a place furrounded 
with dangers, and ftained with die blood of all 
thofe who had held it for near a century paft, or 
whether it was out of modefty, <»- difllhiulation, he 
repeated feveral times to the foldiers : ** You have 
** DM fufficicntly confidered of this aff^r : you will 
'* not like me : I cannot flatter you." But they 
perfifted in their zeal, and the fituadon of thif^ 
was fuch that Probus could not go back : for who- 
ever was called to the throne in thofe unfetded 
times, had no alternative, but either to de£:nd hitn- 
fclf on it, or to perifh. He therefore acquiefced, 
■ and confcnted to be ' emperor : but not without 
dreading the confequences. " I* never defired the 
»» empire," &id he in a tetter to his Prsetorian Pras- 
' ftft Capito, " nor have I now recdved it willingly. 
*' I am not at liberty to refign a rank which expoies 
*' me to the gre&tcft envy : but I muft aft the part 
•' which the troops have forced upon me." 
'!j^'»i« The eleftion of thefe two princes produced 
Tiriiu'iTiwa fchifm in the empire. Rome and the Weft 

acknow- 

* Imperlum nunqaam opca- licec. Agends eft perfoiui 
vi,' & invitui acccpi Depune- quam vihi inilet impofoit. 

'le niitti rem iavidicliinuijm noa 
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adinowiedged Florianus j whilft Sjrria, Egypt, and » "i<" "f 
the neighbouring provinces dedared for Probus, ^.'z^ 
ThsDCt aiotc a civil war ; but of iboK duration, 
florianus, Ikcrificing the public caufe to his own in- 
terefts, marched agaiaft Pr<^s, sad thereby left 
thC' Goths at liberty td retire unmotefted. Full of 
confidence,- becaufe a greater extent of country 
obeyed his laws, he advanced as ^ as Tarfus in 
Ctticia. There Probus met him ; but in no hurry 
to give battle ^ knowing that molt of his 8dveriary*s 
troops, being Europeans, would not be able to' bear 
thcheat of the climate they were then in. What 
he fore&w, happens!. Sicknefs broke out unong 
them ; and being. woilled in a flight engagement 
'which they attempted in their weak condition, they 
began todifregsml an emperor whole fortuoe they 
thought foriook him. They then compartd the 
merits of the two competitors ; and eawy finding 
their great inequality, they ended the difpute by 
killing FlcHianus and fubmitting to Pr<^s. Ac- 
cojiding to Zofimus, Probus had fome Ihare in the 
death .of bis rival ; which is not at all imfx'ob^le. 

f locianas did not enjoy his phantom of grandeur f-^-Fkr.u 
above, two^ or at moft three months, i^ftory ob-^*^*' 
feivcs liiat he was far from rc&mbling his brothert 
who blatned him for his prodigality and bve of ex- 
pence. He ou^t likewife to have blamed his in- 
conGderate ambicion, inftead of encouraging it, aa 
he did, by trying to raile' him to the c<Hifullh^ 
and by makit^ tu^n Pnotorian Prxfe6t This mt 
poft, which fet him lb near the throne, fwelled the 
heart of .Ehnianus, and emboldened him to leize 
upon the firft place the moment it became vacant. 
We have fccn what was his reward. 

The poiherity both of Tacitus and of Florianus fub- Th* p?*?"'- 
ftfted -unddr Dioclefian ; but in a private ftation,|^ofFi^ 
and .mthput any pretence to the empire : unlels,J™'y^ ^^ 
^ving credit to a prediSion of foothlaycra, they ® j. 
Sattered themlelvcs uruh hopes of it's returning to 

Vol; IX. P their 
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their family after a revolution of fereral ages. Tfas-' 
ftory of this pFc^hecy i» as folkiws. The thunder - 
having flillan upon and broken th« ftataes of Taci- 
tus and Florianus, thirty feet bight which their 
cbUdren had ereded to dicnl over monuments con-, 
ifecrtted to their.memories in a part of the territory 
(^ Inceramna, which had belonged to tbem ; the 
Airufpices were confuhed about this pretended >pro- 
digy, and anfweredi that in a thouiand years (they 
Wre willing to take time) there would ifiue &om 
the family of thofe princes ui emperor, who would 
give kings to the Pcrfians*, who would fubje&the 
Franks and Germans to the laws of Rome ; who 
would not leave a Ungle Barbarian in all Africa ; , 
who would eftablifh a governor in the Uland of 
T^jrotune ; who would fend a proconftil into the 
great ifland fa vary obicure exprefllon and fu&epti- 
\At of many meanings) \ who would be the judge 
and arbiter of the Sarmatiansi who would reign 
over the whole extent of land that is furrounded by 
the ocean j who, mafter of the univeifr, would n- 
ftore the emptrc of the world to the leoate ■, and 
t- who, after living like a private citian to ths age tX 

an hundred and twenty years, would die without oft 
heir. This abfurd prediftion, which Vopifcw hiiH'' 
K)f laughs at, is a remarkable inftance of the quack-'' 
cry or the iatxipfeters oS prodigies among the 
Pi^ans. 
f^ Probus, beii^ acknowledged by Florianus's ahny' 

E^," as well as by his own, and having no longer anf- 
"'» ^ competitor, now wanted only the confirmation of - 
kta^idT the fenite^ which he applied for in terms equ^y 
fe „^ modeft and fubmiffive, without availing 'himfetf oF 
ji— 13. ' his ftrength, but on the contrary refperong the au* 
thority of that auguft aflembly even when he could- 
have done without it. I fhall give his letter as -f 
find it in Vopifcus. '* Confcript Fathers, fad he, 
(* nothing is more agreeaUe to {»^er, than^what 
" was done laft yenr, when your duaency gave. 

"the 
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<• the univerfe a head, chofcn frqm among youf- 
•« fclves, who are the heads erf" the whole world ; 
" vho were fo in your predeceffors, and who wUl 
•' be fo in your pofteriw. Would to the gods that 
*' Flwianos had wwted for your decifion, and had 
«' not arrogated to himfelf the empire as by right 
■*« of inhcmance ! whether your majefly jiad named 
•» him, or named another, your will would have- 
' *• been a law to us. But under the neceffity of re- ' 

** lifting an ufurper, my army has conferred on me 

■ ** the title of Auguftus -, and the witft among the 
•* foldiers have pimiflicd his ufurpation with death. 
•* To you ft belongs to judge whether I am worthy 
** of the empire ; and 1 bejg of you to order in that 
" tefpcQ: whatever VQUr, clemency may judge moft 
** proper." The mle of this letter, which I hare 
talLcn care nof to alter, is pUinly that of a depen- 
dant, and fhews how much ir was a thing ackntj*- 
ledgcd, that the foyereignty refided eflfentiatly in the 
fcnatc. 

That aflembly being met, Probus*s ' letter was 

read, iuid the conful propofed deliberating upon it, 

" calling Probus only by his, name, without the addi- 

■ tton of any title. We may eafily unagine how the 
fenators were inclined. A'thoufand, acclamations^ 
full of enc(>nijums and' udent wifhes, ratified die 
choice of the army ': aft^r which Manlius Stadahus, 
whc^e right it was to g^ve hts opinion Bi^ mad? a 
long fpeech ,in praife of the prince eleft-, irfiich he 
concluded with bcfeeching the gods, thar* Probus 
might govern the Republic as well as he tad fought 
for it, and with voting him the'dignitiesofCa^r and 
Auguftus, the proconMar'tbrnmand, the refpeft- 
■ble title of father of hjs country, the liigh-prieft- 
hood, the right of propofitjg three things to be con- 
fidercd of by the fenate, and the tribunirian pernor. 
I enter into this detail purpofely to Ihew how much 
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the original principles of spvernmen^ sad the very 
forms wabliftwd by; Augnftus the founder of the 
monarchy o{ the CzTars, were ftill obferve^ not- 
withftandiiw; ail the confulion that muft have been 
occafioned oj fuch nuajbers of ufurpauons, and & 
. many tumultuous eleftions made by the armies. 
«- Probus reftrifled himfelf folely to the mitiiary 

__( command,, and left the full and abfolute adminifira- 

■npiiFj-ioj tioh of all civil affairs to the ienate, whole r^hu 
Sjfc^'^and priWlcges he not only confirmed, bucenlai^ 
By a declaraurai addrefled to thataf&mbly, he or- 
dered that all appeals from the ftiperior courts of 
juftice throughout the whole ccppire fliould be o 
the fenate. He likewife. reftored to the . confcrif 
fadiers the prerogative of appointing the proconfji 
. of the provinces in the department, of , the pro/4, 
and infifted that the civil magiftrtttes eyeii of thole 
.which were under the .immediate direfUon iof tk 
emperor, Ihould receive their powers and conuu^ 
tmm. fions from the fenate. If, as M. de Tillemoniob- 
■"**•*'• ■•fervcs, he therein exceeded the ftrift l«t«r of Avi- 
eultus's inftitutions, he however kept . to> dieir true 
fenfe and meaning, which was, that the dvfl go- 
vernment of the lute ihould beliHig to dw'£nate, 
and the diredtion (^ the armies . to the. prinoc Tor 
inftead of there being, as in the time of chat Srft 
empexerpf the Romans, only one chimin each pro-' 
vioce, to whom all power, civil and iaiUtarf , be-' 
l(»iged, and who was. ^t the: lame time ixith magi- 
ftrate and general j we find from hiftorythat ub 
trt)(fp$ now had every where their particular com- 
maiK^ itiled Dux,' who was not depend^t ohibe 
- governor of the province. Therefore Probus <^ 
. not Icflen his own ri^'ts as generali^mat ehoo^ 
he extended thofe of the fenate, by £;nmtiDg to tki 
illuftrious body an infpeftion which it never had 
before oyer the provinces dependant on the em 
pcror. 

Th 
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This dcBnition of die two kinds of power thus 
divided between the eB:^)eror and the fen^ce, muft 
not, however, be taken too literally. The empe- 
jor was head of the fenate, and coiuequentlyi influ- 
enced it's delibetations. But Probus, latisfied with 
being that head, was fo far from wanting to be it^a 
xnafter, that reviving a cuftom which had been abo- 
lifhed, probabljr of late, he declared his inten- 
tion, that all his laws Ihbuld be confecrated, for 

expreflion, by the decrees of - 

f Probus's conduct was of a. £»■■»« 
beginning of his government, Z^!*^ 
nued to tread the path he had f:^. Fhr. j. 
accordingly we find that alLf ^^- *• 
1 of him, either during h's life 
'e taken care to obTerve that 
lis, and his, ftridl probity ren- 
wor[hy of the name he bore. 
:s he joined an eteviued mind- 
and great courage. In Ihort, he was one of thole 
very extraordinary men whoJe tranfcendanc merit. 
Ihines fo'th even in the dawn of life, and accompa- 
nies them to the grave 

He was born at Sirmium in Pannonia, about the Med«fi«y 
yearof Chrift 232, towards the end of^ the reign of ^.^J"'^''' 
Alexander Severus. His mother is Cud to- have /v.'fvfc % -. 
been of better family than his father, whom fame 7''' - ■ 
diftingUilh no otherwifie than by calling him a lover ' ' ^'* 
of gardens. Others fay that he fcrved in the army^ 
ytm made centurion, and afterwards, for his good 
behiviour, tribon?. The name of Probus's mher 
wte Maximus : he was a native of Dalmatia, and 
' filed it) Eg^. 

Probus likewife embraced the military profeffion,."'"' n»pV 
and having diftinguilhed himfelf therein by his vir- ^™^:!i!™ 
tue and integrity, as much as by his bravery, which ''* '." '''■ - 
■was Very great, he w» foon taken nMice of bjtthe*"^"" 
emperor Valerian, who loved and efteemed good, 
P 3 men.. 
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Inefl. THic ptintt was fo ftruck with his meric, 
chac he ov«H(mced ^ie laws in his fdvdiii-, iUid mad^ 
hiih tfibmne, comrtiry to Adrian's regulation, wheert 
he was fcarccly twenty-two years old. In that fta* 
tion, Probus increafed his former gloiy, and merit- 
id feveVal times the military rewards « crowns, gor- 
gets, and bracelets. He (Stained in particular thti 
fignal honour of a civic crown, by refcuing Valerius 
Flaccus, a relation of the emperor, out of the hands 
of the Quadi. His merit intitling him to ftiH 
higher promotion. Valerian gave him the commaod 
1^ the thihl legion, at the head of which he himfelf 
had been placra, though not 'till his hairs were grown 
grey mth i^e : a circumftance which he indmatcd 
to Frobus in the letter by which he acqiwintcd him , 
With his preferment, b^tnning in the following 
gracious exprelBons, fo pleaiing for a fabje& to ie< 
ceive from his Ibvcreign: "My dear * Probui; 
** quick as my promotion of you may be. It ftinii 
•» (low in comparifon of yout fervrces. 

We are hot told the prticulars of all the perfoni i 
afts of valour by which Probus gained the reputa- ' 
tion of dicing the brareft officer in die Roman army, 
fcaling the firft of any the walls of befieged places 
forfcing the Knes of the enemy's camps,'and kilUng 
with his own hand all that dared" to cope with him 
9^.eni^. in battle. He acquired honour even in fingle com- 
^ . bats i and hiftory mentions one Aradion in Afiica, 
a man of great refolution and fteady courage, whom 
Probus fought, and killed, and to whom he after- 
wards eredled a fine monument, to honour the va- 
lour of the enemy he had conquered. 

Having 'rrfen by degrees to the rank of comman- 
der in chief, Probus (hewed himfelf as great a gene- 
ral as he had before been a brave officer. He was fent 

•RotOKgeJhe. Probe o»if. * Tie ^aitrJ t^tiam mai 

fine, AciuDt M tt ktim libi trs. mm* btn mlj a bod/ *cf tRXnv 

dere majorea exercitus • videar, mmd m»t an amir. '* "" 

It -dtd tuDca tndam. 
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■ by Aurelian into Egypt, as I faid before, to con- 
quer that countiy back from Zenobia's lieutenants, 
whilft the emperor himfelf carried on the war in the 
Eaft againft that queen ; and he acquitted himfelf 
of his commiflion to the fatisfadtion of the prince 
■who employed him. His Vdlour, however, carried 
him loo far at firft, and he narrowly efcaped being 
taken prifoner, by expofing himfelf rafhly. But he 
remembered his &ult, avoided doing the fame 
again, and, after beating the Palmyrenes on more 
than one occafion, made Egypt fubmit to Aure- 
liin. 

It was probably a little before this exploit that he 
fubdued the Marmaridx * in Africa, and that Jieing 
' called to Carthage by a rebellion which had broke 
, out there, he reftored peace and tranquility to that 
city. 

His merit in aftion was not greater than in his ^"^Z^* 
behaviour- towards the foldiers. He made them nnii uk 
love hjm by his juftlce, without iniringing updn'^*'*^* 
or relaxing the rigour of difdpline. But he was 
their avowed 'proteftor againft the vexations to 
which their officers often fubjefted them ; and he 
fcveral times appeafed Aurelian, ■when they were in 
danger of fcelmg the effefts of his tremendous 
■wrath. He vifited every company, and examined 
particularly whether the cloathing of the men was 
gcKjd. If any booty was to be divided, Probus, 
hot only juft, but generous, always looked upon 
himfdf as one who had no concern in it ; and, , 
flighting fuch things as were only rich and coftly, 
he contented himfelf 'with a few arms. Such was 
his difintcreftednds, that his troops were forced one 
day to ufe a fort of violence to make him accept of 
a horfe, which had been taken from the Alans, 
much like the botfes of the prefent Tartars, fmatl 
P 4 and 

* n* lHarmariJ^ aetufiid lit tnnlrj hiHaq$n Egypt ^ ibt 
^Jl, mni Cfrmaiea n tbt wtfi. 
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and illmade, but fwift, aod fo indefatigabfe, that 
it would go ninety miles a day for eight days run- 
ning. Probus, to excufe himfejf from receiving it, 
laid at firit that fuch a horTe was fitter for one who 
intended to run away, than for a brave man : buc 
he was at laft forced to yield to the joint entreaties 
of his whole army. 

Such noble fentiments, and fo proper an ufe of 
the military authority, were, one would think, the 
beft of means to fecure the afiedtion of the troops 
in favour of Probus. But on the other hand he 
never flattered them. Indefatigably labourious him- 
felf, he kept them alfo conftandy employed, faying, 
that they ought not to eat the bread of the Repub- 
r^. 10. & lie for nothing. When they were not anally en- 
*9- gaged in war, he fet them about pubUc works, 

' liich as draining marlhes, making roads, rendering 
rivers navigable, and building of bridges, temples, 
and porticos. Such was his behaviour towards 
them both when a private man and when emperor: 
and it iucceeded for a long time. But at length the 
foldiers grew difpleafed at it : their love for- him, 
turned to hatred : and his endeavours to furmounc 
their invincible obftinacy cod him his life. 
Giorion* This fketch of Probus's charafter fliews that no- 
^™™wm thing was wanting in him to form an accompliflied 
by the Prin- genCral : and accordingly he received from all the 
"homh^ princes under whom he ferved, the moft glorious 
ftmd. tcftimonies of his merit and great abilities. I have 
°^' ' ^' already faid what wasthe opinion of Valerian, und.er 
whom he firft appeared. Gallienus, though him- 
felf deftitute of all virtue, did neverthelefs juftice 
to that of Frobus, and declares in a letter of his 
which we have, that he looked upon that excel- 
lent officer as a fecond father, vm replaced Vale- 
rian, taken from him by the misfortunes of war. 
''»?. 3- We know in general that Claudius the Gothic e- 
fteemed and employed Probus. Some have faid 
that they were related. But independent of that 
confideration, his meritcould not, fail to recommend 

lUm 
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J)im ftrongly to fo excellent a prince. Aurelian 
gave him the command of the bravflt legions in 
his armies, and nothing can be mqre honourable or 
, more obliging than the following letter which he ' 
.wrote to him on that occafion, " Aurelian Au- 
** gultus, to Probus. That you may know how 
*• much I efteem you, receive the command of the 
*' tenth le^on, which Claudius heretofore commit- 
*' ted to my care. This corps is fortunate, and 
»* fcems to have the fingular prerogative of being 
" commanded by fuch only as are to be emperors." 
Thefe laft words ihew plainly that Aurelian thought 
Probus worthy of .the empire; and as he had no 
male children of his own, he perhaps intended, this 
as a previous ftep towards the farther defign of ma- 
king him his fucceffor, if a violent and fudden death 
had not fet aCde his meafures. It. therefore is not 
at all improbable that Tacitus might prc^fe him to 
the fcnate, when that affembly met in order to chufc 
an emperor: and having been chofen himfelf, he 
looked upon him as his chief fupport. This he 
tells him in very ftrong terms in a letter by which 
he icquMnts him with his being appointed 
commaDder of all the troops in the Eaft. " I have 
" been created emperor, fays he to him, by the fe- 
" nae, with the confent of the armyi But • you 
•* muft know, that the Republic refts much more 
" upon your flioulders." In the lame letter, Ta- 
citus protni&s him the confulfliip. So that when 
Probus was raifed to the fupreme rank, he in a 
manner tmly took poffeffion of what had been in- 
tended for him by two preceeding etnperors : and 
nothing was either fitter or more juft than the 
eagemefs of the army to eleft him, and the readi- 
ncfs of the fenate to confirm that eledion. 
■ The firft ufe he made of his authority, was fully wha,^ 
to avenge the iieath of Aurelian and that of Tacitus. ^^^^^ 
There ^„,d„„rf 

* Scicwlain tibi eO, tnis huneiit ma^ iocabai^ Rempubli- 
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•fTMinn, THete ftill remained fome of the mutderers of Au- 
^wc^ relian, wtio had alfo becfi cmicemed in the confpir 
•c^Wiinui. fjcy Hgainft his facceflbr. Ptobus ordered riicra ^ 
*■ ''■ to be put to death, but without inflifting on them 
tHitKoeHary torments. I cannot believe what Zofi- 
tmis fays (^ all thefe criminals beit^ collefted to- 
gether under pretence of an entertainment which thfc 
emperor was to gire them. So timid an artifice 
feems to me unworthy of the chara£^ of fo m^-^ 
naniftious a prince as Probus> or of one who could 
fo eaOty make his orders be obeyed. He patdoned. 
thofe who had ftded with Florianus, thinking their 
anachment ta the brother of their emperor very 
excufabte. 
HcMumto The welfare of dn ftate called Probus'into Gaul, 
2^^ which, ever fince the death of Aurelian, had been 
cimm infefted by incurfions of the Barbarians, Franks, 
p^.t^s'. Burgundians, Vandals, and other German nations, 
who, fo far as we can find, met with ao oppofiuoit 
The confequence of this was, that not £ttisfied with 
Sundering the country, they fdzed upon towns .and 
cities, ana feemed to intend to fix thur abode there^ 
as they at laft did in the filth century. Probus 
marched againft them, and overthrew their hopes. 
It is not poffible for us to give a particular, ac- 
count of all the exploits of this prince againft the 
feveral. German nations which he oppofed. We 
z.f, Ihall only pbferre diat Zofimus mentions three bat- 
tles gained eithei" by Probus himfelf or by his UeUf 
tenants : one over the Lyges or Lygions ; the &,- 
cond over the Franks ; and the third over the united 
forces of the Buigundians and Vandals, near the. 
Rhine. But we ftall not believe upon the credit 
of that writer, that when the Romans were diftrefled 
, for want of provifions, a {hower of corn as well at 
water fell upon ^lem, fufiicient to make bread for 
ail their army. 

The 
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The gtnml itfult of this war is not badly fum- r* 
med up by Vopilcut, when he fays, that Probus. 
mining a great number of battles, killed 'near fom 
. hundred thouiand of the Barbarians, re-conqueted 
•fixty or fcycnty cities of which they had pdTeflid 
thcmfelms, took back great part of their booty, and 
after driving them entirely out of Gaul, paffid the 
Khme, and obliged the iliatteted remains of theit 
•rmKs to retire beyond the Necker and the Elbe- 
that over-running aU the country between the Rhine 
and thofe two rivers, he retaliated their ravages up- 
■on them, and took as great a booty as they had 
done in Gaulj that this laft part of his expedition 
was likewife attended with prodigious ilaughter of 
the Barbarians, for each of^whofe heads,lhat waa 
brought to him, he paid a piece of gold i that thefe 
luughty enemies, defoUted by a war which ruined 
•heir country, refolved to fubmit j and that nine of 
theif kings went to the emperor and threw them- 
felvej St his feet, befeeching him to giant them 
peace. 

Proljuj would have been glad to dilarm them: 
which m &a was the only way to keep thofc war- 
like and reftlefs nations qmet. But he was fenfible 
at the lame time that he never Ihoold obtam their 
vduntaTT acceptance of fo humiliating a condition ; 
that nothing but force could bring them to it, an! 
that the war muft confequently be continued -tiil aB 
Germany fliould be reduced to a Roman province 
in wiKh It -would ftiU be neceflary to leave a very 
great number of troops to fecurc the obedience of 

S,» lf° o"*?- This projea being therefore im- 
Ji^icaWe, Probus contented himfelf with what wa» 
pooibie. 

He required of the Barbarians that they Ihould 
rrftore whoever they had remaining of the plunder ■- 
of Gaulj and made them deliver up m him imme- 
diately, doubtl.6 by way of indemnification for the 
crpoices of the war, their corn and cattle, in which 
•U their nches confifted, and of which he impofed 
upon 
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upon them an annual tribute. He took • hcrftages 
for the performance of thefe conditions-, and fome 
of them having &i)ed to fulfil their engageiriMCs 
in refpeft of the plunder, by keeping back part of 
it, he punifhed them leverely for fo doing, with the 
confent even of their kings, Laftly, he ordered the 
Germans to funnilh him with ftxteen thoufand meti, 
chofcn from among their bravcfl: and moft robt^ 
youths, to ferve in the Roman armies. Thefe be 
took care afterwards to part, by dithibuting them 
in different provinces, and inrolling them in diffe- 
rent corps, fo that there were feldom above fifty or 
fixty of them together. " It is ri^c, faid he, to 
" draw afTiftance from the Barbarians, provided that 
** alTiftancc be felt, but not perceived.*' A. wife 
maxim, which, had it been well attended to, would 
have laved the empire many misfortunes. 

By this peace, the conditions erf" which were fo 
hard, Probus weakened and impoveriflied the Ger- 
man nations co a great deg;ree : and acccmlingly, in 
his letter to the fenate, he faid : *' We have left 
*^ the vanquifhed Barbarians only the bare foil of 
*' their lands. All that they poi&fs, now is ours. 
" The fields of Gaul are plowed by German oxen : 
« their flocks feed us : their ftuds fumffli us with 
*• horfes for mounting our cavalry : our granaries 
" arc full 6f their corn." And as a final precau- 
tion to keep things in the fituatbn he had put them. 
Tie formed camps and' built caftles in the very coun- 
try of the Barbarians all along the Roman frontier, 
and left there fome of his brave troops, to whom be 
afTigned lands, houfes, granaries, and provifions of 
all kinds, that they might not want for any thing, 
but be always ready inftantly to quafih any rifing 
commontion. 
z^f. Our authors do not fay what number of prifimers 

5s*ri).i«. Probus took in this war : but it muft have been 
3*,».R-3«. very great. Zofimus informs us thatthey were all 
* '- '' '■ fent into Britain, and fettled there. Some <rf them 

. were 
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•wtrt Vandals, from whom Wandlefbury, near Gog- 
mogog-hiUs in Cambridgelhire, is fuppofed to have 
received i:'s name. But the grcatcft part were pro- 
bably Saxons, if, as one of the fcamcd of this age 
,Gonje4hires, it was from theip that part of the coaft 
~ c^ this tlland was called the Saxtm eoafi, by, which 
name it was diftinguilhed in the fourth century. 

This great and rapid fuccefc (for Probus cannot ^f^^^ 
well have been employed above a year in this glo-rf'hirktur' 
rious expedition) did not in the leaft fwcll the con- ">*''^«- 

Sueror with jpride. His language, in his letter to 
. le feoate or which I have juft quoted a part, is 
modeft, and even religious. " Confcript Fathers *, 
*' lajrs he, I thank the immortal gods, for that they 
,** have confirmed your opinion cJ me by the event. 
** Gaul is delivered, and Germany fubducd. Nine 
** kings have thrown themfelvcs at my feet, or ra- 
** iher at yours. Order, therefore, foleran thankf- 
" givings to the gods." He then mentions the 
crowns of gold which the cities of Gaul had pre- 
feoted to him in acknowledgment of their delivery, 
and dclires the fenatc to confecratc them to Jupitet 
(ukI the other gods and gpddeifes. 

Probus was conful the year that he pacified Gaul, ^',f^*^ 
,t^ the expulfton of the Germans. He had taken ]./»i>rA 
the ccmfulihip on the firil of January next en- 
. fuing after hi$ accefGon to the throne, according to 
die ufual cuftom of the emperors. The Fajii in- 
. fatm us that this was his fiift confuUhip : and con- 
fequehtly that which Tacitus had promifed him at 
. die time of his aj^inting hitn commander in the 
. E^, did not t^ place ; though we know not for 
what reafon. 

The next year Probus, being conful for the fe- He[«ifi« 
cond time, bent his march towards Illyricum,' which ^^i^\ ^ 
was harraflfid by the Sarmatians and other people tiim™.' 

bordering ''■*;:r6!' 

■ Ago Dlis immcntalibus gratJu, P. C (Juia vellra in me jodick 
con prol>a runt. 
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bordering upon the Danube. He palftd through 
Rhatia, and reftorod the peace of that counay, 
which had probably been difturbed by the Jame ene- 
mies who had moleflsd Gaul. In lUyncum, he took ' 
back, without fcarcely drawing a fword, all the 
plunder which the Barbarians had pofltfled them- 
, felvea of, and dnwe them from that country. Viftpry 

followed him every where. The various .people of 
the Gothic nationj awed by the terror of his name, 
fobmitted immediately upon his arrival in Thrace. 
But tii Alia Minor the Jukurians were more obfij- 
nate. 
Be tndci I have Ipoken elfewhere of thele banditti, whom 
AG^ Hbior, t^c nature of their country rendered nAbers by prp- 
aod ranched feflion, and whofe chief was bold enough to fet u^ 
I£^^^ for emperor under Gallienus. That tyrant, whom 
we have ulrcady taken notice of, and whofe name 
was Trebcllianus, pcrifhed in his rafli undertaking. 
But the nation was not fubdued : and the Roman 
arms having, from that time, been conftantly • em- 
ployed againlt more dangerous and more prelling 
enemies, the liaurians continued their plunders and 
piracies with impunity, and over-ran all PamphyUa 
and Lycia. Probus, having pacified the Weft, and 
being ready to march into the E^ to make his 
name and arms be refpe6:ed there, referred to cake 
in his way this nation of robbers, which bid de- 
fiance to the power of the empire in the middle of 
which it was fituated, and either to fubdue or de- 
■ ftroy it. 

Vojrifcus mentions a Palfijrius as chief of the 

Ifaurians, and Zofinius fpeaks of s Lydius who 

■ . held that rank. Are they two dilTerent men, or 

two 

• Trdt/liut, inihtjhtrthi- tht Gtiht, JuriMg Ht iwyjhrl 

f»rf ht bat Uft Uff ibi ty rtign : ftr njabkh riafim 1 am 

rant «r mfurptr TrtM/iaaui, fmtiafCa/aii6«ii'jfiaiMt»>lm» 

/ayi liat CiauMai II. naJt <wai- it tbiah ibal Trtbtlliat bai 

upsn tbt I/auriaai. But that mifiakinlj afplitd it CfirwtfW 

friati bad intugb /• A againfi wbal tilmtfl ft Frtbut. 
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two names of che fame man ? The qucftion is diifi- 
culc, but of very little importance. I fhall follow 
Zoifimus, vfho gives us the belt and fulleft account 
of this affair. 

Lydius, upon the approach of the Roman troops The Bel* of 
that were advancing againft him, being fenfible that ^'^' 
be could not pretend to keep the field, Ihut himfelf 
up in the city of Crcmna, whofc name denotes it's 
0tiiation *. It was butlt upon a high rock, the af- 
cenc of which, naturally fteep, had been rendered 
ftill more difficult by art. Probus having ordered 
one of his lieutenants to befiege the place, and not 
to teitve it 'till he had taken it, Lydius defended' 
himfelf like a brave and intelligent man. It is pity^ 
that thofe valuable qualities were dilhonoured in him 
by deeds of Ihocking cruelty. 

He had men enough under him, but he feared. 
his provifions might fall Ihort. To prevent this, 
he ordered a great number of houfes to be pulled 
down, and the ground on which they flood to be' 
plowed, and fbwed with corn. He then turned out 
.the ulelefe inhabitants ; and upon thebefiegcrsrcfurmg 
to receive them, he caufed them all, men, women, and 
ChiWren, to be thrown down headlong into the bogs 
that furrounded the city. He likewile dug a mine, 
which, after paffing under the outmoft lines of the 
Romans, opened iri the country beyond them ; and 
through that he (ent out parties who feized and 
brought in all the corn and cattfe they could find, 
und thereby facilitated the futfiltance of the garri- 
fon. But this rcfource being at laft cut off by the 
Rranans, who difcovered the artifice, he refojved 
upon a ftill farther diminution of thofe he had to 
fred, by keeping with him none but men deter- 
mined r»evcr to furrendcr, and putting all the reft 
to the fword ; to which he added the farther pre- 
caution of reducing his furviving companions to 
ftited 

• Viftifir^ in Griti, fii»'>fitt « precipice. 
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- ftated allowances .of, bread aodwine. With thcfe*- 
hfs refolution was fixed to bury himfelf under the 
ruins of the place. But death, which an a£tion. 
equally imprudent and inhuman drew, upon him,, 
^ut an end to the refiftance of the bcfieged, and 
rendered the Romans conquerors. 

One of his archers, famous for always hitting, 
his mark* being ordered by him to Ihoot at a- 
particular perfon whom he pointed out among 
the bcCegcrs, milTed his aim, either acciden-, 
tally, or on purpoie. Lydius, flying into a vio- 
lent paflion, ordered him to be whipped cruelty^ 
and even threatened him with death. The archer, 
highly provoked and terrified, found means to 
cfcape to the Romans ; and being carried to their, 
general, he Ihewed him a fmall opening in th? walls 
«f the city, through which Lydius ufed to obferve ■ 
"what was doing in the camp ; and promifed to kill 
. him the firft time he Ihould perceive him there. 
His offer was accepted, and he foon kept his word.. 
Lydius, looking out at the hole which the archer 
knew, received his death's wound from a welt Mta-. 
ed' arrow : but before he expired, he fent as hi$, 
fore-runners to die infernal regions, thofe whofe; 
courage he miftrufted, and withnis dying words ex- 
horted the reft never to furrendcr. Their refol^ir 
tion, however, or rather their obftinacy, ceafed 
with him, and they opened their gates to the Ro- 
mans. • 
to^S^ Probus took all poffible means to clear Ilauiia 
ku to cku from this race of banditti who had domineered in it 
1^^"* for feveral ages. He vifited all their fprtrcffej, 
r<^ ' ftrong holds, and lurking places, and was ^nvin-r 
ced that it was much.eafier to prevent their tvtura- 
ing to them, tlian to drive them out. He there- 
fore fettled there a proper number of old foldicr^ 
who had ferved their limited time, and appointed 
them proprietaries of the caftles and lands, on condi- 
tion that their male children fhould be obliged to 

inlift 
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iidift in the armies before the age of eighteen t feft;: 
tfflnpted by the fituation of the place, they fliould 
imitate .the lawlefs example of it's former inhabi-. 
tants. But notwithllanding thefc precautions, tiie 
country was ^ain peopled with robbers, who^ as I 
obferyed. before, gavcno fmall trouble to fome of 
the fucceeding emperors. 

Probus marched afterwards towards the E^, to^e «puiHi'' 
fecure the frontiers in thofc parts againft the Per- ^^^ ■ 
iians, who had probably m^e fome incurfions into''"'^'^ 
the Roman territories : and at the fame time* being y,f, ',^. y 
infornied that the BIcnuhyes ftruck a terror upon aUfV^- 
the fouth of Egypt, and had poflcfled themfelves of , 
the cities of Coptos • and Piolemais, he diredled one 
of his lieutenants to pacify that country. The two 
cities were re-conquered, and the Blemmyes them- 
felves repalfcd and fubdued. Great numbers of 
them were taken prifonen and fent to Rome, where, 
fays the hiftorian, they occaGoned wonder and afto- 
nilhment by their extraordinary figure: and well 
indeed they might, if what has been laid of them 
were true ; that they had no head, but had their 
mouth ahdcyes.in their breaft. But thisabfurd ^.''^■■v.l) 
ble wants no refutation. Perhaps, they had very 
ibor^ necks and high ihoulders. However,, the 
Blemmyes could not well be quite unknown at 
Rome in the time of Probus, fome of them having 
speared there before in AureUan's triumph. . 

This vidory over the Blemmyes was looked up-?!;^^' 
on as a great thing, and added to the terror whicht^fim. 
the approach of Probus at the head of an army had^V^ 
before occafioncd among the Perfiana. Their kingS^jiwiiyi, 
Vararanes 11 -f , to divert the impending ftorm, fent 

Vol. IX. Q^ ambaOa- 

* 7htft tii'ut tmrt fiiuattJ- am af Sgjft, mibt ftlUmt th* 

l> Tiitaii ar afftr Egyft, «ptn tpiniVM '/Ewljtbtl, art Jifiia- 

ibt tfiU. Frim^lhr namt tf gMiptJ. 

i:A^VM ii ftfftftd U c»mt that ^ Vtfffimt calli thli Uwg 

tfOopths, if vitiri tif Ciri/li- Narfit. Bm M.Jtfillmant, 
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tAHafiadofs^'' wha found the Roman emperor eire»^ 

iy encainped.on fame, of: die< mountains of AFmcnio, 

gomwheiioe he could dt&ifthw country. The 

audience -frtfbich he gave diem is exixcmeiy fuigu- 

Ur, aod«v(res the examfde of the fimpUciiy» ftri^ 

fiugaUty, .ami lugfa courage. of the Curii and Fa- 

bricii. 

S^Sja*' 'HiTiDg ceached the fommk of the. hills, he or- 

•fhisbijii- dered'his arm^to halt and rcfi^fh thctnfelves^ with- 

^Skr^'"" out {paring their pftwifions becaufe the territories 

«i^h hb ' of the Fei&ns, to which he pointed, would fur-' 

Sj^'i^ nifli them -with plenty of all things : and he himfelf 

fat down upon the grafs to ea^ hi$ own dinner^ 

vhich confiftcd of a mefs of peale-ipup with a few 

bits of. pickel'd pork. Ac that very inllanc wiord 

was bcDi^t. him chat the- ambafiandors of the king' 

ofPeE&l.weiie arrived, and he immediacetyot-d^ed- 

t^m to Jbe brought cd him. This was a Sril fut>- 

jeft of ifarpriie to dwfe foreigners, who, accuftom- 

ed to che^ompous ccremoimls of their Q>im-prfaiGe*»' 

court; bad. imagined that rtiey muft w])ic a great' 

whiie its aa uidioice of the Roman emperor, and 

£■'■'■ thu they. c<ndd not be admitted to it 'tiU alter. they 

hod -aiqietirfd b^xe his minilbers, to whom am>" 

tfKf vippofed ihac they ffaould want introdaftors. 

Their, wtxider sicreafed ftitt more when th^ &fr- 

j^robus bi die fituatiiMi I have jufb defcribed, with 

a plain |Hirfde cloak, over his ihoulders, and a cap 

*'-■[ ■' uponMus head. But wit& this < plain out&de, he 

fipoke to them in a ftile which made them tremble.' 

He. co^ them, that he was the emperor, and that be 

*'..x , chargcdthem totelltbdrrpaftcr, that ifhedid not,; 

bdfore 

in Ui fifth Nalt upm Prehu, But that ti fUinlj an errtr, 

fnwi thai n'bt aitdfiekt, mi inJ M. it fHltma»l, ^r*tiag 

pnus thai it 'UHU Vararanti tbtrtin <uiiib F. Ptttroha, vnf 

II, luho thtn Ttignti in Ptrfia. jnfilf thinii en eHitn tf thi* 

+ Sjmfius, from ^btm we Mud mub mure fmilmtU t* *Ar 

hav* iht eeauni tf tbh mm£- tbarmStr §f PrAu. 
mtt^ afiriUi it O Cartiaiu 
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^iief«re the end cX that day, fet about repairing Utt 

■ wrongs he had done the Romans ; he Aiould (er, 
before the end of the month, all the land m his 
kingdom laid 'OS bare as PVc^us's head: which, 

. pulling off" his cap, he thereupon fli^wcd them, 
compktely bald. He addftd, that if they mnted 
to eat, they might i\x. down with him : if not; that 

■ he defired them Co leave the camp direftly, 'their 
comm^ion being executed. 

I know not whether it be to this embaffy, or to "i* inushtr 
another from the fame king of Perfta, th«c we ought k',;^""'^ 
foricribewhat I am now goirtg to mention upon*'-;- 
theauthority of Vopifcus. Vararanes had fent prfc- 

■ fents to Probus. Probus rejefted them, and an- 
fwcred him by a letter couched in the following 

■ terms. ** I- wonder at your fending me fo fmall a 
*' part' of what will all foon, be ours. • Keep what 
" you have. "We know how to gel it whenever we 
•» pleafe." 

The haughtinefs of this letter is of a piece with p<»" "*• 

- oU the reft of Probu^s conduift. Vararanes waS(rJ!«/V 
frightened at' it : and, if we believe Syhefius, he ''*■ 

' went himfdf fo the Roman emperor to negAtiate a 
'ttftatf with him. What is certain, is that no hofti- 
liti£s took place, and that a peace was agreed on. 

■ -■We know not' what were the conditions td k, any 

farther tban-they were fuch as Probus thought fit to 

- -difNite. At the &me time he did not give up his 
defign of inaking war upon the Perfians, but only 
•deferred it; other affairs then requiring his lOinTe- 

■ tf ate prefence elfcwhert. 

Thefewere, ocea6oned'by two forts <rf enemies, RetBndogt, 
the larbanans of the North, andfeveral teBcUiOus^Jlij^^" 
fubje<as. Tlie Barbarians, Germans, Sarmatiaiis, gw.in.inibet 
•StythianSi Goths, were conquered. But Probus ;'J^7^"'™ 
was too well acquainted with their temper, to thJnk Knitoria at 
they would ever remain quiet,' 'till they Ifiould beJ^.'X'" 
difabledfroni ftirring: and therefore, he refolved to 
tranlplant great numbers of them into the territoriiES 
Q » of . 
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of the . empire. Upon his arrival b Thracv be 
iettled tbere an hundred thoufand Baflami, a-Scy- 
thian people, mentioned in the R'oman hiftory lb 
early, as ip the time of Philip and Perleus kings 6f 
Maccdp9, This colony fucceedcd : the Baftami being 
. probably Ibmewhat more civilized than the other na- 
tions of the lame origin. They complied with the 
Roman cuiloms and laws, grew ufed to ttien]» and 
became ^ithful fubje&s.' But the Gepidi, the Van- 
dals, and the Franks, did not prove fo tradable. 
Ail the colonies of thefe laft: people, ythtch jbe 
tranfplanted into different parts, revolted, commic- 
ted great diforders by lea and land, and excrci&d 
both hb vigilance and activity. Some of them were 
conquered by him and cut to pieces in di^teac 
Ikicmifties and battles ; and the relt rsturncd to 
their own countries. . 
rncrtdibie We m»y judge of the prodigious astschment «f 
^t^fui thefe Barbarians to their liberty, and of their, jncfc- 
•rfF"^- dible boldnefs, by the example of an handfiiil rf 
tfpai^. Franks, who had been tranfported int* Banois. 
jj^-m. Seizing a few fljips, they frt fa^ witH th^: tnver- 
'' fed the Bpfphofus of Thibet, the Picofiontis, the 
^llc4>3n£* find entering ipto the Egcati fee, nvBf 
ged th« cpafts of Afia. and Greece on itheir rig^ 
hand ^d their. left i then landed io ^ily, and 
plunder^, the. fanjc>iu city of Syjacufc j juid irona 
thcnc* prooccdcfi towards, Africa^ whccc Acyma 
■with ,3k checK flcv: C9rthagi?t, fcom wbenbe;a:fipia- 
dron was fenc oi^againft tbem. But 4itt, 'widiout 
being dif?onra^» th^y contiiuted. their, voyage 
tow^s the ^tceigbt^ making ,£-e()uent ^e&ents in 
order toget proyifions. In. fbi' a?flncr. titty 
reached the oceapt doubled Spain, and kept ^ng 
the coaft of Gaul 'till they.came to the , mouth. of 
the Rhine, where they.laoded, and got lafc l»dc 
to their own country. 

However, if Probus'i wlfdwn could not fofbtn 
the lavag? dilpofition and roughne^ of the; Bttrbs- 

rians 
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tMuis, fo lar as to make them live quietly uft- 
. dcr the immediate jurifdiftion of the Hoffians ; at .. 
leaft the terror tof his name kept them in fuch itwe, ; 
that the frontiers of the empire were not molefted. 

Wiriiinit, as I obfcrved before, he waswcpofed^*^* *■* 
to feveril rebellions, Hiflxiry names three rebela»gMiiftPr^ 
the exaft dates of whofc enterprizes are not fixed.''"* 
1 ftiall ihercforc fpeak of them one after the other. 

liatuminus, by birth a Gaul, or, according to?'*'™''"" 
Zofimus, a Moor, rebelled ag^ift Probus in thenp. pr^t'. ' 
Eaft. He was a man of merit, and joined the ftu-"*^"- 
ily q£ ekxjuence to the profcifion of arms, in which 2^^^ Tm,, 
loft he diftingulHied himfelf greatly in feveral com- 
mands in Gaul, Africa, and Spain. Aurelian, who 
held him in high efteem, tnifted him with the im- 
portant care erf guying the frontier of the Eaft : 
but knowing at the fame time his levity and ambi- 
tion, he exprcfsly forbid him ever to enter Egypt, 
left the reftlefs and flighty temper of the Egyptians, 
meeting with coo fimiiar a difpofition in this gene- 
ra, Should produce fome fatal eScd, and make him 
depan from his duty. The event proved the juft- 
nels of Aureliao's precaution. For, under the 
rc^ of' Probus, who probably had taken off hte 
preidecelSjr's prohibition, Saturninus going to Alex* 
aodria, the people of that city, who had opt been 
vSed to fee any thing higher than a prefeA, w»e fo 
flcuck with the pomp and fpkndor of a general, 
^ec6raced with die moft cminenc titles, chat they 
immediately proclaimed bim Auguftus; 
■: Sacurninui behaved very prudently at 6rft. WkK- 
-out accepting of the honour thus tumultuoufly de- 
ctttd him, he haftcned out of Alexandria, atid retired 
^td- Pzleftine. But tho-e, reflei^ng on what had 
■happened, and imagining that it would be no lon- 
ger fafe for him to continue in a private ftation, he 
aSumed the purple, and was acknowledged, or, to 
v& the. original term, worfhipped by the foldiers 
imdcr hi» command. This worflup conflfted iq 
0^3 kiffing 
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killing the hem of the purple robe which the prince' ■ 
had on : and this is the Brft time I find that exprcT* 
fion in the hillory of the Roman emperors. 

We are told chat Saturninus Ihed tears during ' 
the ceremony of his inauguration, and that fore- 
ieeing the cataftrof^e it would end in, he laid t 
•' The Republic lofes this day a ncceffary fubjc£t, ■ 
" if I may be allowed to fay fo. I have done my 
*' country great fcrvices. But what have I reaped 
" by them ? The ftep which 1 now take, ruins all- 
•* my paft aiftions." Thofe aboat him, exhorted 
him to take courage, and hope for better things-i 
but he would not hear them. " I know, faid he to 
*' them, what are the general dangers attendant on 
*> the firft rank. But here the cafe is infinitely more 
f terrifying. By declaring mylelf the rival of Pro- 
*' bus, whofe lieutenant I am, and ought to think 
*,' mylelf- honoured in lb being, and who is de- 
V fervcdiy beloved by all, I ruih upon inevitable 
" death. If any thing comforts me, :it is that I. 
^ fhall not perilh alone." This is quite the lan< 
guage of a man unfeitled, wavering, in his own' 
miad, .fluftuating between contrary fcnrinrtents, who 
yields la the ftrongeft imprelTion without ftifling the- 
other, and who knows not how to be either quita 
virtuons, or quite wicked. 

He judged Wrong of Probus, when he thought 
thatrhc vaauld be inexoralde towards himl Probos 
lov(Ml.him» and was. -fo far from. being' inBHned to 
harbour the Icaft unfevoorable opiMon of him, that, 
if 'WO'' believe Zonaras,; fee oWeitrf the meflenger 
who firft broug^ him the neWs of Saiufnmus's re'J 
volt;to be put to death,-as. a calutnniaiar : and even 
When he could no longer poflibly doubt of the feft, 
he wrote ft veral letters to the rebeli ^mHinghim 
his pardon. But the foldiers, whowereacCbm^ws 
in the crime, wouid" not fufltr' their thief to 
rely on the emperor's word. Arms were of courfe 
tccuETcd to. Thofe of the eaftem troops .whicfe k* 
, , '-' maincd 
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mained faithful to Prdjus fdught the ,TcbeU feveral 
times, and at left reduced Saturninus'ib the necej~- 
fity of fhuiting himfetf up in , the caftTe of Afia- 
mtea^ where he was takctii and killed by the coii- 
querors, without Probus's order, and, fome fay, 
contrary to his intentions. 

HUafebius, in his chronicle, fays that Saturninils 
began to build a new Antioch, fome time befot'e 
his rebellion. But he tells us, nothing farther 
concerning it. 

Two ether ufurpersi more ftriftly fuch, and at 
the fame umc' more determined, rofe up in Gaul 
one afar the otKcfi Thefe were Proculus and Bo- 
nofus. 

Proculus *as a nativft of Albenga in Liguria j Procniui in 
bom of parents who held a confiderable rank, in that ^1"'>^, 
country, and from- whom he had inherited an incfi- is- sr p^Ir, 
nation » the trade of a free-bootcr, by whkh he 
amafled great ricbesiHe ferved in the Roman armies, 
and difttnguifhed himfelf by his courage :* though 
Ipe do not End that he ever rofe to a higher com- 
Mand than that of tribune. He was a man of no 
morals ; but, on the contrary, prided himfelf^ upon 
his feats of debauchery. 

- He feems to have apprehended Probus's difple^- 
furc on account of his diffolute courfes, fo repug- 
nant to the ftrift difcipline which that prince re- 
quired : and at the fame tim^ the people of Lyon, 
- ■wIm> had been feverely treated by Aurelian, fearing, 
^hiliory fays not for what reafon, the fame rigour 
from the prefent emperor, exhorted Proculus to 
■«voll,-ind put himfelfat the head of Gaul. To , ., 
' thefe motives were added the counfels of his wife, 
: a wbman <^ a daring fpirit and vaft ambirion; His 
refohitioA and meafures bein^ taken, the plot broke 
. out at G>togne at an entertamment, where Proculus, 
having won ten times running at play, was pro- 
cl»med Auguftus by a buiSion, who threw a pur* , 
ipLe robe over hi& Ihoulders, and worlhipped him. 
0.4 The 
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The guefts, who had undoubtedly beeo wimed cf 
' what wais to happen, took this pretended jeft feriouQy . 
The troops in and about the city followed their ex- 
ample, and the rebellion fpread all over Gaul, and 
reached even Spiun and Britain, which were then 
confidered as dependant on it. Procidus wanted 
alfo to engage the Barbarians bordering upon the 
Rhine. But they remained faithful to Frobus, and 
even alBflcd him in the war he was obliged to make 
againft this rebel. 

We know very little of the particulars of this 

war. Vopifcus only tells us, that Proculus beat 

the Alamanni, whofe alliance he had not been able 

to obtain : but that he could not refifl: Probus, who 

put him to flight, and forced him to feek for fhel- 

ter among the Franks, from whom he pretended 

■ to derive his origin : that the Franks, whom Vopif- 

i, I think improperly on this occa- 

king light of their word and oaths, 

o Probus, whofe allies they were, a 

:<5ti and that Proculus, thus'faUen 

of his juftljr incetMcd prince, fuSered 

It due to hi« crime, and was put-to 

He had a fon called Hercnnianus, then aa Jn- 
o declare emperor as ftjon 
old. It was probably his 
k. fu*bnfted at .AIheDga« in 
te Itation i eqit^lly.' averfe 
ndeur, and to ^11 thoughts 

Evas not a warning, to Bo- 

^^ ii '"^ ^*^P^ metwith a fiqji- 

Oui. id . a QonQderaUe focpjne : 

^- ■** tied him tp. Hi^ anctAors 

mfelf was born in Spain, 

. - - — --- -lis father's profeffion, ac- 

cordbg to his own account, -was that of. a Rlietori- 

ciaQi 
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cian i but according to others he kept a littk gratri- 
mar-ichool. He loft that father when he was %m 
an infant, and was brought up by his mother, who 
wanted him to apply to ftudy. But his tafte being 
for war, he entered into the army, and after obtain- 
ing firft what we ftiould call a * brevet of captain, 
fae role afterwards to the rank of tribune, and at 
laft to that of commander in chief of the troops 
chat guarded the frontier (^ Rhxtia. 

He had the fingular talent of being allle to drink 
as much as he pleafed, without ever being in the 
ieaft affefted by the liquor ; which made Aurelian 
fay of him, playing upon the words vivere and &'- 
iere., that he was not born to live, but to drink. 
That emperor made excellent ufe of the ftrcngch of 
B<mofus's head, by fetting him to drink with the 
ambafladors of the Barbarians 'till he made them 
drunk and got all their fecrets out of them : and 
with the fame view he made him marry a prifoner 
of the royal blood of the Goths, whofe virtue and 
merit "were equal to her birth, and who, be- 
ing onthefe accounts highly refpeifted in her own 
country, procured her hulband correfpondences and 
connedions there, by means of which he tearoc 
many things of confequence for the emperor to 
know. 

Under Frobus, Bonofus commanded the little 
Beet which the Romans kept upon the Rhine, and : 
which, probably through his negligence, the Ger- 
' mans ict fire to, aiid burnt. The fear of being pu- 
jiilhed made him have recourfe to the then common 
refource of the great officers of the armies ; that of 
ticclaring himfctf emperor. His forces muft have 
been cocfederable, fincc it was not without difficulty *7s!^. 
that Frobus conquered him. But he at laft de-r*'- 
feated 

* Th eriginal txfrrffin it tffitiri wtt imJ lit rmii «f 

inter ordinarioi. ibafi toia eeptaini, wUhmt having iJSt 

loert Ihtn ^tmlUi Ordinarii aSu»l ttmmani »f a ttmfeitj. 
notrg, mtctr£ng f St/majit, 
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featcd him fo completely, thatBonoiuB,ia defpair^ged 

toCok^ne, where he hanged himfelf: upon which ocf- 

ciflon another, .but more ill-natured joke was pai&d 

Upon him, by faying, there hangs a pitcher, and not a 

man ; alluding to the great quantity of wine he ufed to 

(Irink. The conqueror, moderate and clement, did 

not extend his vengeance to the rebel's famtlys> but 

Jet his two fons livt, treated his widow with greac 

diftinftion, and continued her penfion from theinii- 

perial treaiury. 

Aairurpn- - Zofimus and Zotiaras mention a fourth rebeUion> 

z^''zu.' <" Britain, but without naming the perfon who. was 

at the head of it. They only fay that it was the 

commander of the iflaad, and that he had obcained 

his employment through the intereft of Viftorinus, 

a Moor 5 who, upon Frobus's complaining to hira 

of this revolt, thinking that treachery might kw.- 

fully be employed againft a traitor, left the court 

under pretence of Ibme dilguft, and went over into 

^ Britain, as if to feek an afylum with his friends -H« 

was received with open armsy and taking advantage 

of the ufurper's fecurity, ftnind means to ^laOinate 

him in the ni^t, and then returned. to Probos. We 

are not told what the emperor thought of tlHi 

action, ufeful to his intereft, but very coiuxary t» 

all his principles. 

artition of Even the very gladiators cut out work for Pro- 

$h^mL bus. ,.£ighty of thofe mifcreants, having killed their 

^<>f- keepers, and made their efcapc from the fchool, . as 

it was called, in which they were kept and trained 

op, infefted the whole neighbourhood of Rome, 

plundering and ravaging every thing that fell. in 

their way. Their fuccels brought others of their 

companions to them, and their numbers increafad to 

luch a d^ree^ that. the. emperor was obligedto lead 

croope to difperfc and deltroy them. 

Prnbus) It is after Prpbus's wars againft the enemies a- 

y^J!'tl'. broad, 'and the rebels who ftarted up at home, that 

Vopifcus places his triumph i a, ceremony which in 

. . ' . . ' ciFeft 
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clfed required, and fuppofes aninttrval of tranqm- 
hty. This prince triumphed over the Gef mans and 
the Blemmye$, nations whc^c diftance from nonh 
to fouth is immenfe, and gives a vaftidea of the 
Koman grandtiui*. Though this triumph is diftin' 
guUhed by the names ot thefc two people only, 
Probus had conquered feveral others, of which 
great numbers, divided into companies of fifty men, 
were led priftiners before Ms chariot. 

On this occafion he diftribuied, according to ^"^' "^ 
cuftom, brgeOes to the loldiers and people, and chaTUllG- 
gave games and fhews^ fights of wild beafts,<"- 
and combats of three hundred couple of gladiators, 
«hofen from among the prifoncrs he had led in tri- 
umph, Blemmyes, Germans, Sarmatians, and Ifau- 
rians. He likewife treated the people with hunt- 
tling in the circus, the preparations for which are 
defcribed by Vopifcus. 

- Great trees, taken up with their roots, were con- 
veyed into the circus by fsldiers, and fixed upright, 
as if they grew therej in fuch numbers as to form 
a fine foreft. Into this were turned loofe all forts of ' ^ 
animals that delight in woods, without being either 
Uiifchievous or carnivorous, fuch as,, a tboufand O" 
llriches, a thoufand ftags, a thoufand boarsj &wns, 
roe-bucks, mountain goats, and in fhori every kind 
of .large game that could be i«ind. The people 
wwe then allowed to hunt them,- and every maa 
iiad leave to carry away what he catched, • Frivo- 
lous as thele. things may feem, and exorbitant as 
their cxpcnce muft have been,the emperors were un- 
der an indifpenfible necefBty- ckT complying wi^ 
;dwm, if they ddiied to fatisry the people of Rome, ' 
'who had no longer any of their ancient rights left, 
but that of -being amufed by their mafters. 

Probus nmfrrred a more folid and mfxv, h&iag Hepmnin 
benefit upon the provinces of the empire, by re- Ju^wd'i!!* 
pealing Dcuniaan's [nxihiUtion againft the planD> oiui, spaio, 
ing of vine*. He pern)iu«i tbem to hc.plaiued by J;!^.^'*"™" 

lhc^*-»8. 
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Mutr^. tlie Gauls, the Spaniardi, and the Fannonians^^: "fc^ 
J^'""^ that the wines cf Burgundy and Chimpagne 'Ui' 
France, and thofe of Tokay in Hungary, oive tbetr^ 
exigence to him : and 1 Ihould wonder at thi!^ 
prince's not having been celebrated by topers as a 
&cood Bacchus, ifthe votaries of the bottle were 
men of -learning. He himfdf took care to make 
bis foldiers {dant vines upon mount Alma, near his 
native city Sirmiutn, and alfo upon the golden mount 
in upper Moetia ; both of which he gave to the in- 
habitants of the country, on condition that the^ 
' ihould be at the czpence of cultivadng thofe vine-> 
yards. It was a. maxim with him, as I obferved be' 
tore, always to keep the troops employed ; and be 
required of them another work which brought hin> 
to an untimely end. 
He ;■ kaw Having reftored tranquility throughout the whoI« 
^'^,°^ extent of the empire, he prepared to take ven- 
shrmum. gcance upon the Periians for their ignominious trcat- 
E^tr^.' ment of Valerian, and diceded his march througk 
r,a. Kttr- iiiyricum, where he flaid fomc time, whilft his forcei 
'^ alTemblcd and he bimfelf prepared all things necef^ 

iary for his expedition. Being unwiBing to let the 
troops that were with him remain idle daring that 
ftay, he fet them about draining the marfbn near 
. Sirmium, by digging ditches Whtcb fhould-xany 
their waters into the Save ^ in hopes of recovering 
chereby a confideraUe e«eat 0!* land, whicb, whett 
-eiiled, would increafe the riches of bis nativexoan^ 
try. The foldiers, diHiking their work, mutinied : 
and an expreflioo then imputed to Pn^us, but 
.whkh I do not think it at all bkdy that he ihould 
Jasmt made ufe pf, nendered them quite fiirious. Hi 
,was made to fay, that the empire would loon bavt 
r^. c<r. 6. no need of (oldiera. Is it credible. that Probus-flKHiM 
talk at tbat r^e at the very infbuit of bis nndenaking 
'""• a moft important war f Tbefc rcpom weie undoubc- 
edly fptcad by fbme defining ambidoos perfoo, Mid 
our fu^icions may natundty fall upoa.Canis, wh<i 
fuccceded 
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luccecded hiAi» and ^ho* at that very time, was ac- 
cutcd of having obtained, the throne by wicked 
ptaiQkxi. This is farther conBrmed by the tefti* 
piony of ZoQaras, from whde account, though o- 
therwiie ill-ihaped and loaded wirh improbable cif-> 
cumjbuices^ it appears pretty plainly, that Cania's 
nomination- to the empire by the troops which -he 
commanded, preceded the death of Froous. How- 
ever that may have been, this great and excellent em- 
peror, being attacked by his enraged tro<^s, endea- 
voured to fly to a tower plated with iron, which he 
bad built in order to obferve from thence all that [ 

p«0ed in the neighbouring country : but befoit he 
€ou]d reach it, he was overtaken^ by the aflkfllps, and 
killed upon trhe fpot. 

Julian the apoftate, at the fame time that he- con- jj, crf. 
demns the wickedncfe of the foldiejrs in murdering 
Bfobus, prejends on the other hwid that this prince .^ 

was hunfeU' the cayfe of his misfortune by his ex- 
ceflive fcverity, which fddom kept within the boundjS 
(^ prudence. I know not whether we oi^ht to 
have fo good . ao (pinion of Julian's judgment ^ 
to adopt his oenlbre againlt this emperor, whp was 
in iiX re^iefts much better than him. 

Among all the princes that ever fat upon tiiCEniogTor 
dmutt of the Cas&rs, it would be difficult . to namp J^^^';^ . 
one fuperior to Probus. Always vidorious ftom 
bU youth to his death, he joined to his military 
tulcots the cftimable qualines of the good and wor- 
thy nun. He was as great a warrior as Aurelian, 
but milder and more gentle •, as moderate perhaps ^"^ 
as Marcus Aurelius, but fitter for war j having re*- 
tourfe to ums out of neccflity only, and rcfpeSing 
, <he lawsi greatas acommander,and,asa pnnce,at- 
ceottre to the happinefs of hb fubjeifts j always bufied ' 
with ufefu) undertakings, and making the labour 
of his foldiers conduce towards the advantages of 
peace. In a very fliort reign, he rebuilt or re- 
paired feventy cities. He formed a great number r>f. a.' 

of 
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(rf «Kcilcnt generals, fomc erf Whom became grtai 
' prinAS, fuch as Canis, Diocleflan, Maaumian Hiu--' 
cules, and Ccmftantius Chkirus. ' The ' empH*e, 
lifted up from it's fai\bf Claudius II. and reftored 
to it's fplendor by Aurelian, attained under Pro- 
bin ehe greatcft happinefs it ever enjo)ied : and if 
the wtckednefe of the ftddiers had not Ihortened 
Hb days, he would have revived the age of Au- 
gufttis. 
HoMon He was exceedingly regretted by- the fcnate ind 
^ 10 lut the Romao people. Eveli the troops which killed 
^1^7.* him reprOftched themfelvts with his death, and 
TaikS a. ffionumenc to him with this epitaph : 
Here Li£s the emperor Probus, whose 

PROBITY REKDERED HIM- TRULY WORTHY 
OP THE NAME HE BORE. Hk WAS THE CON- 
QUEROR OF ALL THE BARBAROUS RATIONS: 
np.Car.t.f^^ CONqUEBOR OF USURPERS. HiS fuCceflOF 

Carus, either dot of real zeal, or out (rf policy, 
avenged his death, and made his i£^ins exph% 
upon the rack. He likewife paid the greattft honours 
to his memory, and ranked him among the 
«fl»r. 'gods. 

^s. 10]}. Ptbbus was kilkd towards tho besiniHiig ef the 

jjijj^^ rnotiA Of Auguft in the year of--Chrift iSzv Wtcr 

r<«.ft^. 'having reignedfiz yeairs'ahdftitiemoAtbs.-andliVetl 

**" fifty years. His poferity retiwd into the tewitpty 

of Verona, and there! Voiuntaily buried chtaifett^ts 

in obfcurity, to avoid <the je^ou^- of the -ftccttd- 

ing princes. ' - - ' . ' 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTSof theRsioHJ 

■ ■ ' OF , . 

C A R U S, 

■ Andof his SONS / 

CARINUSandNUMERIAN: 

PttOBUS Augustus V. Ai^.'aS 

_ _ Victor- iNus. ■ ■ ■'■' ■.•■■* 

- , The Pcxtorian Pnefedl» Carus, Ijeing-prpcl^n;^ 

"emperor, perhaps whilft Probus was yet- alive,- h 

acknowledged by the whole equgif e. He was a: native 

of Narbonne, and had pafied through all the civil 

.and military employnnentSj not excepting, even, the 

'cohfoUhip. ■ .,-■.. 

He.nptifieihisel?4lion to the fehate. ' , 

He niimes histwpfonSji C^rinds^and Niijirierlaq, 

.Capfars. ' /" ,..'"' 

He defi^y the Sarmatt4Pg,. and. fecures thfc trai^- 

"quility of Dlyricum. . 

M. AuREtius Garus Augustus II. A.R.»oj|.. 

m. AURELIUS CaRINUS CiCSAR. 

Carus, being ready to march againft the Perfians, 
fends his eldeft fon Carinus into the Weft, to awe 
the Barbarians of the North. 

It is probable that he then named him Auguftus, ' 
,t<^ther wich.l^is fecond fon Numerian, whom he 
*took' with him. 

Games 
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Games given at Rome by Carus : Carinus prefides 
at them. 

Carinus gains fome advantages over the Barba- 
rians; but proves a downright tyrant, cruel, ancT 
debauched. 

Carus makes himfelf mafter of Mefopotamia, and 
Cakes the cities of Seleucia and Ctefiphon. 

He perilhes beyond the Tigris ■, being killed, as 
was faid, by a ftroke of thunder. But it is more- 
probable, that he lofl his life by the wicked in- 
trigues of the Praetorian Prarfeft, Arrius Aper. 

His death happened towards the end of this year, 
or in the beginning of the next. 
' He was ranked among the gods. 

X.R.IO]!. M. AuRELIUS CaRIHUS II. 7^ 

A.C.it4, M. AuRELIUsNuMBRIANUS. S 



CARINUS and NUMERTAN 
Emfbrors. 

Numerian brings his army back from Perfia, and 
marches through ABa. ' 

He is killed near Perinthus in Thrace, by the 
lame Aper who was the caufe of Carus's death. , 

Dioclefian is elected emperor by the army ac 
Chakedon, on the feventeenth of September. He 
kills Aper with Ms own hand. 

Numerian is ranked among the gods. 



CARINUS 
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CARINUSand DIOCLESIAN 

Emfbrors. 

Ciuinus and Dioclelian prepare for var a^nft 
each other. 

C. Valerius Diocletiahvs Augustus II. a,r.ii>j«. 

- ArISTOBULUS. A.C.1IS. 

Diocletian had held a firft confullhip, before he 
was made emperor. 

C^nus took the confulfhip this year for the third 
time. ■ But Dioclefian, remaining fole emfieror, or- 
dered his name to be ftruck out of the Fajii. 

Dioclefian advances into Dlyricum. 

Carinus, going to meet him, defeats Sabinus Ju- 
lianus, who had alTumed the imperial purple, near 
Verona. Julianus was killed in the engagement, 
«r foon after. 

The armies of Carinus-and Dioclefian tneecin 
Upper Moefia. The battle of Margum, in which 
Carinus is conqueror, but is killed by his own 
people, whofe hatred he had incurred by his horrid 
debaucheries. 

The poets Numerian and Caipumius wrote under 
the reigns of Cams and his children. 

Usurper under CarinUs. 

Sabikus Jvlianus in Italy. 



Vol. IX. R CARUS 
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C A R U S 

' And his S O N S 

CARINUSandNUMERIAN. 

S E C T. VL 

Carhius tlt£itd tt^eror iy the fiidiers. His hirtb ani 
• tmpUyments. He notifies his ek£Hen to the fenate. 
He makej his two fens Cslars» and tifterwards Au- 
gufti. Numeriant the ysungefi of them^ was ami- 
tthU and eftipiaiU. CarimUt the el^y hateful and 
vicious. Cams gains a great vi£iory over the Sar- 
matians. He marches t^ainfi the Perfiantt aw4 
fends his fan Carinus into the ff^eji. His fuccefs 
. agtU^ the Perjianj. He $erijbest frtbahly by the 
treachery of jJrrius Jper^ whi^ etuan^d ieyend 
the Tipis. He fuffered bimfelf tfi he called Ltrrd 
and God. Games given hy Carus to the people ef 
Aome. Obfervation concerning the names Marcm 
^urtliust which fevmxi eit^trvrt h<ffe. 

HISTORY does not take notice of any inter- 
val during vhioK the empire was vacant * af- 
ter the death of Prabus : a circumftance which 
' ^' agrees with' w3iu Zonaras -^ys, when he tells ui 
that Carus was named <vnperor before Probus was 
killed. He therefore had nothing more left to 

do, 

• r*^f(m,iKhBhiiitvidCa- iUUa. Bnt bt Jaet ii»t ^ak *f 

rui iimoctni of lit murder of any inlimal that fan it calJfd 

J'rehm, jdys he ivas net fUSid a vaeaKcy. 
'nil afttr bii predtctfor todi 
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"tio, but to gee htmfclf acknowledged : and that wie 
may bdieve be had prepared the way for, if it be 
true that he had a principarftiare in the death of his 
prcdeceffor. Certain it is, that he was proclMmed 
Augulhis, without either difficulty or delay, by the 
army which Probus had commanded in peribn. The 
efteem he was held in for his military abilities, and 
his poiTefling the important office of FrKtorian Pne- ■ 
fed, greatly facilitated his fuccels. The whole em- 
pire fubmitted peaceaUy to his laws : and it is 
aoubtkft a proof of the acknowledged merit of this 
prince, that, as a poet of thole times obferves ■ in 
a high compliment to him, the Itate of the univerfe 
was changed, and the weight of the Roman govern- 
ment fixed upon him, without expofing the people 
to any of the horrors of difcord, or the misfbrtunes 
of a civil war. 

Carus was a native of Narbonne: and as that Hitbinhui 
■city was ranked among the moft ancient of the Ro- ™S't^''' 
(nan colonies, it was doubtlefs on that account th2.tyf.C4r. 4. 
he gloried in calling himfelf a Roman, and in his y.^^. 
differing therein fropi feveral of his predeceffors, r/s. f^a- 
fuch as Claudius If. Aurelian, and Probus, who 
were born in lUyricum. He went through all the 
gradations civil and military, and T(^e, as I have 
juft faid, to the rank of Prsetorian Pnefedl under 
Probus. He fcems to have been conful once be- 
fore he was made emperor, fince the confuHhip 
which he took in the month of January next cnfu- 
ing after his election to the empire is reckoned his 
fecond, in feveral ancient monuments. He was''''**' 
likewife proconful of Cilicia : and we have a letter 
of his, written whllft he held that magiftracy, 
which gives an advantageous idea of his principles 
of action. He had dtofen for his lieutenant- 
R 2 general 

• Scilicet ipre Detu [iwtamag Carui) RomsDz pondera molis 
Fonibui excipiet Gc inconculTa lacertis, 
Ut son nalari foniw ^got iniODet Orbis. 

CalfMrn. Ed. I. *. 84. 
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-general one Junius, whom he exhorts to behave in 
Juch manner as to do honour to his fuperior. *' Our 
" anceftors % fays he to him, when they were in place, 
" looked upon their choice of the perfons to whoni 
*< they intrulted part of the public authority^ as a 
*' pledge ai)d fpecimen of their own morals and 
" condud:^' Probus had a very high opinion of 
Carus's virtue : and was fo fatisfied that his integri- 
ty deferved to be rewarded, that he wrote to the fc- 
nace ,to order an equeltrian ftatue to be ereded to 
him, and a houfe to be built for him at the expence 
■ of the ftate. 
v,p.cir.^ Yet, if we believe Vopifcus, Carus's reputation 
^'"*-'^-was not well eftablilhed with the public. Thefe- 
nate Judged that all was loA by falling into his hands 
from thofe of Probus : and his hiftorian himfdf 
thinks his character fo dubious, as not to intitle him 
to be ranked among either the good or the bad 
princes. He obferves, indeed, that what reflcSEd 
the greateft difcredit on him was his having an ex- 
tremely profligate fon. But the &ther himfelf was 
reputed harlh and intradable. 
Henofifie. Carus, being elefted by the foldiers, wrote to 
Mth^fal^ the fenate ; but not in that refpeftful and fubmiffive 
y^ Ca,. j! ftile which Probus had made ufe of on the like oc- 
cafion. We have not the whole of his letter : buc 
the expreffions in the fragment of it which Vopif- 
cus has preferved fcem Icfe to imply a requefl: to the 
ff nators to confirm his eledion by their authority, 
then juft a bare fiotlBcation to them of what had 
paffed. " You ought to be glad, fays he to them, 
*' that a member of your body, a citizen of your 
" city, has been made emperor. We (hall endea- 
*' vour to manage fo, that ftrangers may not feem 
" to dcfcrve your efteem better than thofe of your ' 
** owa 



■ Majores nodri Ronani illi ram fuorum fpecimen per cos 
jtrincipc) in legatis creandis hie oltenderent quibus RempubU- 
Kli funt coDructudine, uc mo- cam dekjarent. Fop 4. 
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**, own blood." It is uncertain .whether Carus 
would have verified this promife. He did not reign 
long enough to be put to the trial. 

Two objefts engrofled his attention ; war, and ^ "^^ 
the eftablilhment of his family. To begin with this cxim, and 
laft article, which was his firft care, as foon as he was ^""^^ 
made emperor, he decorated with the title of Csfar, r^'.'c.'r. 7. 
and foon after raifed to the rank of Auguftus, his two'^'^5^'-*' 
fons, Carinus and Numerian, princes very unlike "^ 
each other, and of whom one was as amiable and 
eftiipnable, as the other was hateful and defpicable. 

Numerian, the youngeft of the two, (hewed 3'!'°""™"> 
happy turn of mind from his infancy. He loved of th^^^ 
ftudy, and fucceeded therein. He made verles fo»™"'>''"»* 
well as to difpute the palm with Nemefian, the he{i'fj^c^,j, 
poet of thofe days ; and with regard to eloquence, ^ ""»■■■ 
even when he was upon his mother's arms'", accord- 
ing to the expreffion of another cotemporary poet, 
pleading and haranguing were his paAlmp and amule- 
mcnt. Several of his performances were prclerved, 
which £hcwed. both facility of elocution, and.genius j 
though the ftile, confifteot with the tafte of the 
times, favoured rather of declamation, than of the 
true Ciceronian eloquence. After he was made 
CiEfar, he fent a fpeech to the fenate, which was 
thought fo fine, that a flatue was crcfted to him 
with this infcnption : To Numerian Cjesar, 

THE GREATEST ORATOR OF HIS AGE. "Wc 

may eafily fuppofe that flattery had a ihare in this 
high compliment : though, according to what Vo- 
pifcus fays, there was fome; real foundation for it. 
The excellencies of his heart were ftill fupcrior to 
thofc of his mind. His conduft was wile and mo- 
deft, his fentiments were fuch as became his rank, 
and he had the greatcft refped and affedioQ for his 
fether, who, in return, loved him only. 

R 3 His 

^ Maternii caafam qai Infit ia olnis. Ce!furH, St/, I. v. 4;; 
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rt'eft^hM^ His elder brother, Carinus, was of a quite con- 
{•>'*Li Tic*- trary charaAcr, fuch as hiftory never fpcaks of with- 
r"' Cir *^^^ horror and abomination. The fame care had been 
^Lri.'Ji. taken of his education, and at leaft cqqal pains tofbrni 
tot*-"'*"^''"' ^^ ^^^ '^^" '^°"^ ^'"-^ ^'^ "^ young-Roman 
'^"*' nobility, to eloquence, and ajuft fenfe of the moral 
duties of man. But a foil radically bad. never will 
admit of culture. Cariniis, in his early years, gave 
himfelf up to the greatcft excefles of debauchery 
and corruption : and when his high flation after- 
wards enabled htm to give a greater loofe to his-in- 
clinations, he became a monfter of tyranny. His 
father, who knew him well, was forely grieved that, 
when he fet out for the war againft the Perfians, of 
which I fhall fpeak immediately, he was obliged to 
leave him in the Weft to govern Italy, GauX and 
the adjacent Provinces \ Numerian being then toa 
young for that important truft. He did what he 
could to prevent the evil, by appointing Carinus an 
excellent council. But the rage of vice foon broke 
through that feeble barrier. Carinus was guilty of 
fuch horrid enormities, that his father, 'vrtien in- 
formed of' them, cried out, **No! he is not my 
fon : " and a£hial]y deliberated whether he ihould 
not take away the life of fo unworthy an heir. But 
his own death prevented hiiri. 
««ti,piii.« Carus had both the Sarmatians vid the Perfians 
S™Mf "^to war againft. The death of Probus had revived 
!)W^^ the courage of all the Barbarians : and the Sarmari* 
z<ma'r. ' ' sns in particular flattered themfelves with thoughts 
nf.c.r.j. of invading and taking Thrace, Illyricum, and even 
'■ Italy. But Carus fpon chaftifed thpir arrogance. 
He marched againft them, gave them battle, Ittlled 
fixteen thoufand of their men, took pventy thoufaqd 
prifoners, and thereby reftored peace and fecurity 
to all thofe parts of the empire, 
^inTih^ By thus fpeedily and happily ending this expedi- 
jwani.uritiqn, l^ewas cqabled tq turn his jirms againft the 

Perfians, 
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faSaiu, and at length ' tb avenge Valerian. Two ^''«.'^ 
emperors, Aurelian and Probus, had already been tbe'wU?^ 
murdered whHft rfiey were preparing to ptofecute^-*^-^-?' 
this rerotge. Cams fcized the firft moment he zo,ar. 
could, to «iecute it. It was in order to beftow his ^f- *'*■ 
whcrfc attention upon this great enterprizc, and not ^'iTioji- 
be difttirbed by my other care, that he charged his 
eldeft fon Carinus, then his collegue in the coniulftiip, 
with the care of defending Italy and Gaul againft 
the Germans, perpetual and ind^rigable enemies, 
who had began to flir %ain flnce the death of Pro- 
bus. Carus marched againft the PeriTians in the be- 
ginning of the yearqf Chrift 283, taking with hinj 
his fon Numerian. 

The coigefture ^voured him. The Perfians, nii fo«e6 
whom ha was going to attack, were at that Ter^ p^^^ 
time drfh-oying one another by intcftine divifioiis, the 
caufes of wnieh arc not explained to us, but which ne- .• 
ceflarily weakened them. He vanquiihed, without 
much diffieulty, enemies whofe forces weredivided and 
dij^rfcd. He reconquered Mcfopotamta, and even 
took Sfeieucia and Ctefiphon. It was probably near one 
of thefc two cities, both of which were fituated upon 
the Tigfis, that, as Zonaras relates, whilft the Ro- 
mans were encamped in a hollow, the Perfians cut 
a channel througn which they let out the waters 
of that river upon them, and put them in danger of 
being drowned : but their courage, adds that wri- 
ts*, gathering ftrength from the greatnefs of the 
danger, faved them, and rendered th«m viftorious 
over thofe who had hoped to deftroy them, 

Thefe fucceflcs were the fruit of one campaign, 
and Carinus deferredly received from them the fur- 
name of Perseus or Partbicui : for both thefe tides 
were given him in ancient monuments •, the Ro- 
inans, as I obierved befbte, not yet diftinguifhing 
R 4 rightly 

■ Ultai Rofflulci violsta cacamim rcgni. Ntmif, Cpuf;. 
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rightly. in their langimge between the Perfians.aitd 
the Farthians. 
He periiiiei, CaTus intended to carry his vidories ftill farther. 
S^^dX^^ '^^ eiwramped beyond the Tigris and Ctefiphon, 
»f a™™ and purpofed proceeding forward, without troubling 
„^^ himfelf about the fuperftitious opinion according to 
jkjrond the whlch thc City of Ctefiphon was looked upon a 
^dlviB. boundary fixed' by tate, beyond which the Romans 
were not to go. His death happening whilft he 
was thus fituated, confirmed the vulgar jh*- 
judice. , 
r^. a. It was given out that he was killed by thunder : hxsn 

a letter written by Calpurnius, oneof hisfecretaries, 
to the Prxfe£t of Rome, muft make us think other- 
wife. I will give it here, " Our emperor Carus 
«' being ill, a dreadful llorm fell upon us, attended 
** with fuch violent thunder and prodi»ous light- 
«* ning, that the whole army was ftruck with ter- 
" ror, and we were not able to difcern rightly what 
** paired. After a clap of thunder, louder than any 
*' that had been heard before, fomebody, on a 
*' fudden, cried out that the emperor was dead, 
.*' and his fervants, in the excefs of their grief, for- 
*' the lofs of their mafter, burnt his tent. From 
" thence has arifcn the report of his being killed by 
** the thunder } but the truth is, that He died of 
*• his illnefs." This officer prolably knew more 
than he fays: and the following is what the cir- 
cumftances of this affair give us room to conjee-^ 
ture, 

Carus had for his pra^orian prxfedt Arrius Aper, 
a man immoderately defirous of reigning, and who, 
to obtain the throne, murdered, as we fhall foon 
relate, his emperor and fon-in-Iaw Numerian. Vo- 
pifcus attefts that this Aper had plotted the death 
of Carus. That beit^ fuppofcd, it is eafy to guefy 
how this prince loft his life. He was fick : a vio- 
lent ftorm of thunder hiq)pened: the ambitious 
Aper tool; that opportunity to aflafluut<; the qn)pe-> 
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ror, and gave ouc that the thunder had killed him : 
thatdone, the prince's fcrvants, bribed by him, fet 
fire to the tent, .that the dead body being burnt to 
alhes might not betray any marks of violence. This 
,is undoubtedly the truth of the fa£t. 

Canis perilhed either towards the end of thcnsam. 
year of CnriftiSj, or in the beginning of rhe next, 
after a reign of only Qxteen or feventeen months. 
2n that fiiort time'he gave ample proof of his cou- 
rage and abilities in war. What his character really 
was, we know not with any certainty. 

We.may judge from the little we know of him He rutrena 
that he was very haughty ', and we may believe he |j^"!|'il^'" 
carried that vice very fer, fince not only the poets, Lord«ad 
men always gjven to flattery, but fome of his me-^'"'- 
dala Scribe tQ him the tides -of Lord and God.- 
Such impious pride ill became the fucceflbr of 
Probus. After his death, he was ranked among 
the gods ; according to the eftabliJhed cufl:om. 

An expreflipn of the poet Nemefian gives room ff^f. »>- 
to fuipeA that there were fome commotions of war "''" *' *'" 
in %ypt, towards the upper Nile, under the rf ign 
of this prince.. 

Though Cams probably did not go to Rome GKomgim 
during the whole time of his being emperor, he-f'^*^!^* 
neverthelefe treated that city with magniticent of Rcme, 
game^, at which bis Urn Carious prelided : Vopif- 
cus has defcribed, atid the poet Calpumius has 
fung then)' Thofe who delight in'fuch fuperb 
trifles, may confult the authors I have named. For 
my part, I agree with- Diocletian, who, hearing thofe 
games highly ext(d]ed in his pretence, fjid, with 
great indiflcrence, *' Carus * has then had the.la- 
*' tisfa^rion of making the Roman people laugh 
" heartily." The enormoiis «xpenccs of the em- 
perors in thefe kind of entertainnients excited a 
niad emulation aipong their fubjefts. Voplfcus 
pieniions 

'^iobenerifuieftis'mreiofuoCarus. ytf. Caria. sfi. 
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menttons a Junius MeflUi his cotemponuy, vtka 

had ruined himfelf by them, and whom he juftljr 

reproaches ^ with having deprived bis bcirs of a 

noble elUte, by throwing it away upon playera and 

buflfoons. To this may be added, firom the iamo 

author, the fimilar inmnce of the conful Furius 

Flacidus, which we tddc nocice of under the reig^ 

<rf' Aurclian. 

obfuntioiii Cams and his two fbns bore the names of Mir~ 

^^^ eus Aurelius. The monumoiti of hiftory give the 

Uitmi Au- lame names to Probus and Claudius II, Tacitus it 

.J^*^likewifc caUcd AtrtUus by Vc^ifcus in the life of 

■ci«ib«K. Aurelian % and we know that 'his pre-naoie waft 

Jjf"'*'" Mm'cits. Was it not out of veneradon for the me- 

mcHV of Marcus Aurelius, that his names wers a- 

dopcpd by fo many of the fuccecding emperoi»? 

b BIc purimonmm fuain Icenicfa dadit, itcr«lil»i abu^U. 



CARINUS and NUMERIAN. 

Ctrims and Nummati fumed their father by rirbf. 
J^umaioK, htmir^ left the territories ef the Per- 
fimi, and ieint «» *" «»>y *«c* tmmrds Rtme, 
ferijhei by the mchtd emtrivmeis rf Aper. Afer 
is ari^: Bieekfian is ekBed emfertr, mdltillf 
him with bis own band. Dittlefian had been f ore- 
laid, by a dmidefs, that he vmld be eniperor. 
rbe <era of Diocli/ian. Nrmeriail raidud OMg 
fbe gods. 

SSS^VT".""""™ ■' made in hiftory either of ekc- 

««c*jiheii X.^ tion or inftallatioa with regard to Carinus 

iijfc'' "ffllNumerian. Tbejr facceeded of right to their 

£llher, hiving been created JugnfK whilft he was 

alive. Their reign was n« long. NMmerian pe- 



:cbvGoogIe 



CAR. & NUM. BOOK XXVII. 25^ 

riflied firitv by the vickedne^ of tirc man who had 
taken away the life of Cams. 

This young prince was jiot in a ficuatkm which Ka»eri»y 
permitted him to continue the war happily be^un ^'^1^ 
againft the Perlians, He was oferwhclmcd with grief'-" <rf tiw 
ftsrthe lots he had juft fuftained ; and is Cud tt> have [^t^„'g^ 
wept fo long and fo bitterly for his father, that he i^»yi»ck' 
wtttkcned his eyes to fuch a degree as not to be R^p,. 
able to besT the light. The Romans quitted the "^ '^j ^ 
enemy's country, without being in the fcdt mo- ^^^^t^ 
lefted, that we know of, in thdr retreat. They en- ^f- 
tercd the territories of the empire, and advanced ,Z' ^'*' 
through Syria and Afia Minor towards the Weft f^- , 
and towards Rome. Numerianwaa ceWied in the;i«.'*'^ 
middle of the. army, in a litter very dofely ftiut, 
that the light might not hurt him : and the whole 
care of the command feems to hive been commit- 
ted to his father-in-law and praetorian pncfeft; Arrius 
Aper. 

That ambitious wretch had by this means in his 
own pawa an eafy opportunity to latisfy his furious 
paflion to rrign : and after the firft crime commit- 
ted againft Cams, a fecond coft him little. Bribing 
Ibme of thofe that were about the prince's perfon, 
he procured the dandeftine murder of bis emperor 
and lbn-in*law. 

Aper probably wanted fome tune to perfeA his 
plan, to which end it was proper that Nume- . 
rian^ death Ihould be kept fecret. In this coo he 
fucceeded. For ftvenl days, the litter was carried as 
ufnal in the midft of the imperial guards, with- 
out giving any fuf[acion ; and we are told that 
the prince's death was not difcoveied at laft, bqt . 
by the putre£i£tij»i and bfienfive finell of his 
carcafe. 

An ancient chronicle ftys that Numman Kssdrm^e^ 
killed at Ferimhus or Heraclca in Thrace i though 
w6 {hdlfiodl^che fequel of this hiftory, that die 
piain body <{f ^ j^ray wak 011} at Qt^lkedon in 
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Afia. We may thecefbre fuppofe that Aper fcnt a 
detachment forward to. conduft and efcort the em- 
peror: an expedient which rendered the perpetrat- 
ing of' the crime by fo much the more cafy, as the 
number of obfervers was thereby diminiflied. 
Tilitm. Nutnerian had reigned about eight months, from . 

the death of his father. He was in full poffe0ion 
of the empire before the twelfth of January, and 
he was killed before the feventeenth of September 
cS the fame year of Chrift 284. 
■*^''"- Numerian's death having been difcovered to the 
derna'isT.army in the manner I have related, the author of it 
hacdempe- ,(,35 cafity gucflcd at. Aper was arrefted, and kept 
idrnwithhilprifonsr Dear the ftandards, 'till full evidence of his 
ownhind. crime could be procured. In the mean time the 
tZ'n!^' troops affcmbled to elei5l an empcroran the room of 
^^'fr,f, their late prince. 

It is lingular that the empire Ihould have been 
looked upon as vacant by the death of Numerian,. 
who left a brother then- in aftual poffeffion of the 
title and rights of Auguftus. Ourmeagre hiftorians 
do root throw any light .upon this difficulty. Ca- 
rinus's vices feem to folve it. Hated and defpifcd 
for the wbrft and tooft deteflaWe government that 
ever was, the troops thought, not of acknowledg- 
ing, but of making war upon himj and therefore 
judged it neceflary to have a new emperor, as weH 
to punilh him, as to avenge Numerian. 
' Their fuffrages were unanimous in favour of 
DioclefuD, a foldier of fortune, who, without any 
tecommcndation from his birth, had rafed himfelf 
sy his merit only to one of the higheft ranks in the 
army, And Who then commanded the nobleft part 
of the imperial guard.. I ftall foQo fpeak -more 
fully of his firft rife. 

As foon as Dioclcfian was elefted, he afcended a 
tribunal of turf erefted for that purpoife, and draw-, 
jng his fword, called to witnefs the, vgA which light- 
ed hnn, and fwore that 1^ had: ngt hqd the leaft; 
concern 
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concern in the death of Numerian. Then turning 
towards Aper, who was kept at the head of the 
ftandards, " There, iaid he, is the author of the 
*' crime:" and -immediately dercending from his 
feat, he went up to him, and applying to the pre- 
fent occafion a line of Virgi], *' Glory ' in thy fate, 
Aper J thou falleft by the hand of the great M- 
neas ; " he ran him through, and felled him at his 
feet. 

It was not zeal to avenge Numerian that fired J^j'[^'" 
Dioclefian at this inftani, and made him take upon s<Htu\i!hr 
himielf a bloody execution which he could have \^t'''' 
committed to any of his foldiers. No man ever was »ouid be 
more mafter of himftlf, or Jefs fubjedt to thofc ™,7™J„, 
gufts of paflion which anucipate reilecl:ion, and i4ii5' 
make people ad before they think. Ambition, 
mixed with fuperftition, was his motive. He was 
defirous to fulfil a prediction made to him formerly 
in Gaul by a druidds. 

He had not been long in the army, when, being 
quartered at Tongres, the woman I am fpeaking of 
obferved that he was extremely fparing in his ex- 
penccs, and reproached him with it. " You mind 
" money too much, faid Ihe to him : your oeco- 
•' nomy degenerates into avarice." I will be ge- 
nerous, anfwered Dioclefian, when I am emperor. 
'* You need not joke, replied Ihc very earneftly : 
*' You will be emperor after you have killed a 
" boar." The word Jper, which ihe made ufe of, 
and which in Ladn fignifies a ^oar, made a deep 
impreflion on Dioclefian : and the empire had been 
fo frequently given to men of mean excraiftion, that 
he m^hr, without being ridiculous, flatter himfelf 
with hopes of obtaining it. He kept the prediftion 
very fccret, but put himfelf in the way of having it 
fiilfilled, by hunting often and killing as many boars 
as he could. For a long time, the event did not 
anfwer 

• Gloriaie, Apcr. Matx migni dcxtri cidif. 
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anfwer his hopes: and when he faw Tacitus, Probui(i 
Carus, mfed fucceflively to the empire, he faid : 
*' I kill the game, but others eat it." His election, 
after Apcr*s crime, was a key to the ambiguous o- 
racle ; to venfy which, and at t^e fame time Ic- 
cure his fortune, he killed Aper with his own hand, 
crying out immediately after ; " Now I have killed 
*' the boar on which my fate depended." Had 
it not been for this motive, as he himfelf laid after- 
wards, he would not have marked the inftant of 
his acceificHl to the throne with an aftion which 
might have made people think him fond of 
blood. 

It Teems diflimlc to doubt the truth of this hA, 
which the grandfather of Vopifcus had from Dio- 
clelian's own mouth : and it is neither impoflible, 
nor even very furprifing, that accident (hould feem 
to verify a predi£Hon hazarded at random. The de- 
fenders of the follies of divination keep an account 
of favourable events, and prudently fupprefs the 
very great number of thoie which make againft 
them. 

Dioclefian was eledted, according to the Alexan- 
drian chronicle, on the feventeenth of September, 
at Chalcedon, where we muft confequendy fuppofe 
the army to have been at that time : and on the 
twemy-fevench of the fame month he made his en- 
try into Nicomedia, which became in a manner his 
imperial city, where he chofc chiefly to reftde du- 
ring his whole whole reign. At this time he was 
under a kind of neceffity of fo doing, Carinus being 
mafter of Rome. 
*" The beginning of Diodefian's reign is a celebra- 
ted epoch among the ccclcGatical writers. It ii 
called the fera of Dioclefian and of the martyrs, 
and begins in the yearof Chrift 284. 

Numerian was ranked among the gods : and it 
is natural to afcribe to Dioclefian's qrders this ho- 
nour 
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liour pud CO the memory of a prince whom he 
hadairenged. 



CARINUS and DIOCLESIAN. 

War hetwten Carims and Dieel^lnm. Carmufs 4. 
isamabk £Mju£f. He feems to have been iMteVi' 
gtnt in war, Jn ufurper coa^ered iy him, Ca- 
riMus, ^/ter defeatitfg Dieclefiaity is abandoned and 
lulled iy bis own folaiers. Tiaa poets wertby to be 

. noticed under Cams and bis fins. Neme/an, 
Calpurmus. 

BY the ele^on of an emperor in the room ofwirbe^ 
Numerian the empire was divided between ^^*^J^ 
two rival enemies, Carinus and EMoclefian, one <^ctaGn. 
whom pollefled the Weft, and the other the Eafl: i 
but wh<^e reciprocal pretenfions extended to all 
that obeyed the laws of Rome. As tiothing but 
arms could decide this quarrel both tides prepared 
for war. 

Carinus, fon and brother of the two laft empe- cumui'i 
rors, had by thofe titles a great advantage over his J^j"'''' 
competitor : bcfides which he did not want for va- np. ca'riM. 
Jour. But his abominably- vicious condud ruined f^'JJ^- 
all his refources, and plunged him into the greateft Kae^^a-. 
•oi misfortunes. One cannot read without horror 
the defcripdon which Vopifcus has left us of the 
enormous aftions of this prince, whofe wickednefs 
Jcnew no bounds after the death of his father^ 

Carus, as I faid before, appointed him a council 
compofed of cholen perfons. Carinus banilhed 
them, and fubftituted in their ftead the moll aban- 
doned and moft profligate wretches he could pofTi- 
bly Bnd out. Trampling upon all decency, he 
.laUcd a common porter » the rank of prstfeA or 
governor 
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jgavernor of Rome. He killed his praetorian pra* 
led: ; and appointed in liis place one MatranianuSk, 
the trufty minifter of tiis infamous pleafures. The 
chief magiftratcs received no mark of regard froni 
him. He declared HimTelf an enemy to the fcntte, 
to whom he wrote letters full of haughtinefe and 
airoguice, and he promifed to give the populace 
the eftates of the fenators. It was a paftime to 
him, to kill them. He invented fatfe accufations, 
then tried the accuied himfelf, and was fure to pro- 
nounce bloody fentences upon them. The mod 
diftinguilbed men were put to death for his plea- 
fure, with the fame eaJe, feys my author, that 
chickens were killed for his table. His fchool-fel- 
lows were perfecuced criminally, and condemnetf to 
die, for quarrels they had with him in his in- 
fancy, for not having praifed his air and pcrfonj or 
for pot having admired his perfbrmuices at fchool 
fo much as he wilhed. 

His morals were as corrupt, as his cruelty was 
great. There was no one exccfs of debaucKery 
into which he diduot plunge. He filled the palace 
with comedians, courtefans, patiGomimes, and thofe 
■ wretches who make a trade of proftituting youth. 
In a very fliort fpace, he married nine wiVcs, taking 
them and turning them away withput any rule but 
his caprice. Aurelian had fee a great value upon 
two elephant's te«h, ten feet long, found among 
the treafure of Firmus the ufurpec of the Eaft ^ 
and he intended to have a throne made of them for 
Jupiter in the temple of the {uri. Death having 
prevented the execution of his defign, Carinus made 
one of his concubines a prefent ot this offering dc- 
Itined for Jupiter J fo that what Ihould have been 
the throne of the greiteft of the. gods, ferved to 
adorn the bed of a lewd woman. 

Luxury of table and of drefs accpmpaftiies and 
encourages debauchery of morals. Carinus's mcab 
were infinitely fiimptuous, in wine, meat, game, 

and - 
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ii)ad filh of f^ kinds : M<i Iw invite^ tQ them guefti 
worthy to be his company. , Leaves of Tofia forth-, 
cd their couches, and he himfelf was covered whfe 
jewels. £very button was. a precious fione. His 
b^t, and. even his fhoesj dazzled the eyci by the 
luftre of :tlMir diamonds. , . 

This fo. corrupt jffyMje'lhewed howc«er vigour in **« '^im ta 
■war. : He had gained ;vii5teriQ*.oycr the Bak-barians ta«iii^il?« 
of thic IJJorth, in his. father's- pnw, if wiSrnaiy be-*^*» . 
lieve thcteftimony of ap9«^: apd ic,is certMnfromauSTby'*' 
hiftory» thai,; at (hc; itime I. now ,ip*8k. of, heJJ-"'- 
defended his rigl^ bravely, v^hexi attacked. Ontici^L.Sg. 
Sabinus Julianus, : governor erf Venetian had icvolt--^^- '*• 
ed and afiumed tl>f pucpje, ■ Carifius conquered and '""■'"* 
killed hjm ^ j;he plains _of Verona; 

A nwre.fffr^^idable e,(ie^y Fcmpiacd.- Dioclefian C"!"". rf- 
was adVancipg,, through iy^tricum. with great- forces. M.f''i^'"' 
Carinus marcped agaiiift: hiinv.aad the tvya. armies'" »i'"^j'- 
met in upper idcefi^i. .Tljeir fwcfef3.,w«8.proba-!byh^oi^ 
bly eqiid injfeyeral iklrmilhesi' 'tiU as.lcngth a{ie,i^'«"- 
cifive p^tip,Va& f(wght,f)egr. Margunv b#tween Vi-iz^o^. 
minaciuip ,and ihe-GoIdetv-^iJi. ; rit was bbftiMtely)''''^'''"''^ 
dilpute^;; ^d~ the;advai)t4gf):>yaSvj)n:tiie'ride'.of Ca-^ 
rinus, ■^ho would Jiavfitibecfl <|omplff6^.¥>^riouv 
if he had bcenas much ibelerved; by.jysjtrmps, a? 
he was valiant. ^ainfl theeeemy. ) But tfcCy deteft-- 
cd,hiin^->pa£Eicubry o^^ccoMo^of his.biutalincoh- 
tinenoe, which-^ad indiiiced him to debauch the~wiv«» 
of fcveraVof JiU-P^eHii . ;'Jiheoffended^^h 
long dei^rmHied to fejvjgvj^gedrpf.bimi i8Eia,.todo 
their opportunity at the time of this general aftion. 
Finding that he was on the point of being conque- 
ror, and notjde»bting:bia .that fiicocfeiflfould En- 
courage him to cbmih«-i*ew crimes, grfcitcr, if 
poflible, than his former ; .they made the. foldicrs 
under tirtir cdmmand'ibahdwhith: .and a tribune, 
putting himfelf at the heaji of jhofc wlio,. like him- 
felf, had been, injured by.theiprincei killed him with 
his own hand.' Thus CtfifHis.*s immorality fnatched 

Vol. IX S from 
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(lOm him the«idoi7 irttd-Us Ttfei and. 1ft fisftiAir 

TUX difcntdiu and retidtrs them odkws-. Dioele- 
fiarfs viaory, and-tiic deAth df Citiriiis' &U liocfcr'. 
^. R. i<.j6. dw yew- of .Chrift a85v whieh gives iis for the d)i~ < 
ration of Carinus's reign fomewlu^ mor« dl&nlj year* ' 
reckoning frdifi the time of his fttlier d44iftk _ 
T««Fom We have hot been able t(^ meodon ^' Ladh' 
;^^poBt in this hiftoiy, fince Juvenal. - TTic Kigtt of 
derctaw Carus'Bnd«^ hib Kbns fomtfltes \is Wtth t«rot by no' 
^^'^'mems contttfiptibfc,' Neiiterian' andr-'piUpwnids; 
. * As th^-we Hot fo Well kft6*rn now. among- usi ai 
they vert'' Vi'(»Xt 'ztiteitbtiy' Mrhoi flccdrding to 
Hincmtfy: HFMdK dieir chttd^ea read t^em in the; 
public fchools; I may,' perhaps, not ''be falaflicd,- 
■' " tor giving heife a fhort accoontof theit Woirks. 

'Nemefiaa dEedttritCdicat^d emperors QtHrtos and 
Namerian ^a Mem u{H>n; hutltiog, 6t wHidt only 
■three littidFesd and t#*iity-flve lines nb* ftrnain. 
The eHcrdduM iednta^'^- 'hundred, the turn and 
exprcflkwttf irfVichare poetic. He begim withtwo 
e)(^ant and gi^cfefiil rtrfes * '»i « I Rng^ the' thoafand 
« vatioub' ww?si'*f hdftangi,' 'it*s\J6yRll foils, it's 
V fwift Cftiitfes,' ;and' k^s ^baitles in tKd ihidft «f 
•* pc9icef^^«b«ntrieS;": '1:rf« pbe^i fi*aibn for jwe- 
ferrhig thK! &bjea:':c*'any'ijthcr, ia-rieir':' but the 
fiit^edsitthidi he'boti'tffts^iotn fabK-aAd^on' which 
he-dmiih<.tw'\angt pit^'^irmch ib'-the cafte of 
Ovid^'h»*i8"been- tredtedbvei- and cftftir, and qtiite 
eichautted by^'theahdettt^^ebl ' '• "'Wfr, liddshe, 

...n !-.-.ir.- ■ .1 ->j.ii.j ■>'-■ ■'s \-:i i.'i:;- ,«((edKh 
■. ■ ..jj ;:,ni-."i i> n:'o'| 3r[] no ■'•i v ';! ::;:ii ;• -. . 

bcnnamti^i'iotilbae^ oil aiKurninus arvii,, 
. 1^ tfnidoa l^ovcv iqilldteti^e^e <ti#iwr '' ' - 

V. 48, i^Jtjgi ' 
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** feareh' cb« ftfdh. We beat the -woods* andfcour 
** the eKenfirc jdainsr ^-we run fwifyy o'ei" the 
** cduntry j and whh the help of a fiothluJ, well- 
:*^ toiineddt^ we takcviriouskindsof booty. We 
'^ del^ht m out-nioning the fearful hare, and- the 
■■*f txaid&mii in engaging the audacious wolf; 
■ V and in laying fnapes for the cunnii^ **^''* 

Thefe are the d&yu, of an infant muK : afKr 
i which Nemefiari promifcs to rife to nobler futgetfts'i 
tocelebrate t&e viiftoriesof Carinusovertbe Barbd- 
riians of : the North, and th<^ of Numerian Over 
die Per&in, Here we find the flattering languag'e 
e£ poewy, Nemefian makes bo mention qf Carus, 
the real copqueror of ehcPerfians : but giVei to the 
-livi^ fon- the' glory whkh belonged to the dead 
.fiidier. 

A^r'-iirrt^ing Dian^ the goddefs of bunting 
■and of -wwodsi the ptftt invites to read Ais ImeS, 
;»f^ *T&ofc()who, like'hlm,' ftracfc with tfce pleafurts 
*' of the chke,'abhof !aiw*fu*tSj tiy .from the tii- 
■•• mukif bofin^, and the noife of the bar, d^- 
.'«*.■ teft'deftrodlive war, and arenot carried beyond 
;M. fcajbiy^ avidity <rf gain." > ' ' 

Befides the poem upon hunting, we have four 
eclogues Scribed to Nemefian, in which the laws of 
modefly art not always 'iUfficiently refp^ftfedi but, 
on the contrary, are fometimes grofsly broken 
through : which proves as, mych bad talie.arid bar- 
barifm, as cifTence againft geo^ maaners. But the 
verfification is'nM bad: and the third of thefe pieces 
prcfents us u pl&urefqiie defcription of the firft vin- 
tage, enlivened with an tpjagsry wclllyiteii.^o the 
fubjea. .. . ■ ;. ■ : 

■.£ 4!"-:.. ■;. -^'v.- Pan- 



< Huic igtinr> ilMesiB qufqw pffrcuSus amwe 

Civileli]iiefugu ftrepicai.'belliqiie fragotes, ,, i. 

Kec piudas iridu tcdUtii gurgltc ponti. 
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Pao is pA'adc to fing the ^mk of! Burchus. He 

-rcjatcihistirih, und fuppolcs tjiac the'mne begnn 
to bci^. fiuit, whca <he.was.yery: yobng. ; " A Wnen 

.** the grapes wrre^ripe^. Bacchus faid.to ihc-iaiyi*: 
" Gather, that precioUsfruit,.my.boys,:and tread 

. " under your feet thofe punches of wtucb yauknotr 
*' not tiic .virtue. The god fpobe, apd ;the Uxyt% 
*' falj tO! work. Tbcygtfhcr the btmches .offthe 

," vine» they cwry, them in wicker vb^kets, and 
** heapuig them up in. vats of ftonr> they cnilh 
** .them by the modon- of their nimbfc.iect. . The 
« grape t>urfts and yields it's amiabk: juice.: the 
" vintage Sows in bubbling rills, . and dyes the lU- 
" kcd bodies of the vintagers of puriJle , liue. 

." They, firftof any, pay themfelvei for their rl»- 
*' bour. Their frolickfome troop feize cvery.ve&I 
'* either ufed for drinking, or c^ablcbf.hoWing 
" drink. One takes a two handled cup : another 

,** dririks out of a crooked horn f i third fcoops 
" j|p the liquor with. his hollow h^ds^ and fips it 
" c^erly out of them : the moft greedy Jeans over 
," into the vat, and fucks the fweet.wine with 
" fmacking lips. One, inftcid of playing upon 

"his 

3 Turn Deas, 6 Saijri, fflaturo) carpiie fruflu),,, -, 

Dixit, & ignotis, patti, calcare racemoi. 
Vix hzc eaiderat ; decerpant vttibiu tinu. 
£t portant calathis, celerique illidcre plan.li' 
Concava faxft roperpropeuDt : vindeaiia fervet 
Ctdlibu) in fummi), crcbro pedc rumpitur nn, 
Nudaque purpureo IparguBCiv peftora mufl?, . , . ' 
Turn Satyii. lafciva cbhon, Abi pocuU qnil^tKi " " '"^ 
ObvUcorripinntc qnttlfcndedit, occiTpat-trfbti' - ■■{ 
Cuntharoa hie Tetinet, cotnu bibit alter adanco. , .. 

Concarat ille manug, palmafque in pocula vertit : 
. Pronai at ille laca biblt, tt crepitantibus faaarit 
Mulla labris : alios vocalta cymbala mergit : 
Atque aliai laticet prellis rcfupiniu ab avis. 
Excipit ad pDtus ; falieat liquor ore r«foltat 
SpumcDs inque humem & feOon diMUit hmx. ■ 
Omnis Indus habet. 

ScUg. ill, V. 39. f^jijf. 
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« liis icymbal •, lau^s and dips it in. Another, 
**■ laying upon his back, fqucezea the grapes be- 
*V tween his hands, and drops their juice into his 
**'. mouth : the frothy liqiior bubbles out, flows over 
** hi? face, and trickles down his breaft and Ihouldcrs. 
••- Each has his waggjfh t^ick." 

I have dwelt longer upon Neraefian than I Ihall 
' l^on Calpurnius, whofe poetry favours of his bad 
fortune, both by his frequently compluning of his 
fituations, and by a lefs polilhed, lefs delicate, and 
more ruftic turn of thought and exprcfllon, than 
that of his cotcmpo^'. 

Calpurnius was a native of Sicily, and addrefles 
the fevcn eclogues -which we, have of his writing 
to Nemefian of Carthage, vho is doubtlefs the poet 
J have beto leaking of. NemeGan is thought to 
be the peribn niednc in them under the. napie of - 
Melibceus, ^prtidin the author defires to intercede 
for him mth the reigning pripces, and to prcfent 
them his verfcs. 

Of the feven eclogues of Calpurnius, three, name- . 
ly the Brfl:, the fourth, and the:feventh, turn upon 
public events : the others are paftorat fidtions. The 
orft fmgs Carus's acceffion to the throne. The'fub- 
jeft of the fbunh, if I miftake not, is Carus's cogi- 
ioK to take^pofliffion of the . govemmejjt ;of , the 
Weft, during his' father's eptpeditiqn agaipfl the 
Perfians. : The feventh, as 1 obferyed before,, con- 
tains a defcriptton of the games which Carus gave- 
at Rome, and at which his eldeft fon prefidea in 
his ftead. I fliall only give Juft an idea of the plan 
of the firft, the invention of"^ which has been praifcd 
by one of the- moft ingenious and in<^ illuftftotis 
writers ctfour a^e. 

S 3 Two 

• Th tymhi that w« Mft4 ftftd ^ /w» Idlvui fu(n tf 
at sbt ftafi cf Baetiuu, *t •uitU bra/i, •uniicb •uiir§ Jlrmrt uK 
•I «t theft nf Cjhtk, vnu ttm- againji ibi Hhtr in eadtntt^ 
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Two Acpherds, to avoid ^e fufery hett trfnoob, 
retire into a. groctd conrecrated to f aunus : anct- 
whilft they are p!*i*ii**g to amufe their feifiare 
hours with finging ftmie paftorai fubjefti One of 
them perceives and (hews to the other verfcs iMtAjr 
engraved upon the bark of a beech-tree, Tfee de- 
. , fcription of this writing is ele^nt. *< "■ Do y*u 
^t Ke, fays one of -the fliephcrds to hisicontpamMi, 
" how the" cracks which form the letters (uU con- 
<« tinue green, and are not yet withered t^ tbe 
« (hrinking pf the fevered fibres of the iMirk ? ** 
The^ draw near, and find it is the god Fmnus him- 
felf who fpeaks in thefe lines, and prophecies to the 
empire peace, tranquility, and perteA ■ h^ptnd^ 
under the government of the new empCTw. The 
verfification is tolerably good. TJ»c things are 
T^jue, (barcely charaSerifcd, and that in a manner 
not fuitable to the circumftances. I (hall only ob- 
ferve, thnt the idea of their ancient govemmenc «a$ 
(till implanted fo ftrongly in the hearts of the fio- 
m^ds, chat one ci the advantages emphi^tically fore- 
told by the god, is the re-eftabli(hment of the con- 
fuKhip in a^ it's fplendor. « '' The conliil, faid 
»' he, (hall no longer purchaft at a ruinous espenca 
^' the empty (hadow of adecayed and ruined dig- 
t* (iity : thp fafccs IhaH not be carried in vain before 
■f*' him } nor Ihall he fit filent upon a forfaken tribu- 
. J' nal. The laws Ihall Fcfanie their vigour: retum- 
H ing j«l^ (Hall rcftofC the forum to it's priftine 
« majefty, 

* Ad(picii, Dt yitiiea BtUfii none littcra tia^ 
Servet, & arcnfi noadum fe Uxet liiatu 1 

£ilog. I. w.a2,aj. 

t Jaip Dec adiinifarati faciem qiercatai honoris. 
Nee vacuos ucitus fafcea, & inane iribuoal, 
Aecipiet Conful : fed legibut omne reduftk ' 
Jut aderit morenique fori vultumqae prioFeaa 
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. ** majefty, and a more aufpicious god Ihall banilh 

1 am very far from comparing Numefian and 
Calpurnius ro Vii^l. __ But when I le^ thple poets, 
or the iffH^ PrjKPr' J^ho ^^ed xin<isar ^.octefian, 

' Conft&ntine, and his children, I lament the fate of 
hiftory, delivered up to rude and uncouth hands at a 

■ time urfien poetry and eloquence were at leaft nqt tof- , 
tally exdnguiOted. 
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PRINCIPAI, PVENTS of UicRbis^ 

P F 

DIOCLESIAN, 

Afrer the death of Numerian, Diodcfian » 
elefted emperqr 911 ^ feventeenth a£ ScptembeF 
ac Chalcedon. 

A.R.1036. C. Valerius Diocletianus Auqust. II. 
A.c. 185. -....._ Aristopulus. 

CarinuSj killed after the battle of Mat^m, leave; 
Dioclelian peaceable polleffor of the empire. 

Dioclefian goes to Rome to be ad^owtcdgedj 
and fpends the winter at Nicomedia, 

*:c.Jb"'^ ^- J"«I"S Maximum II. 

. . . . _ - V?TTI1IS AOJIIIINUS, 

' He tjtkes for his allbqj^ and cdlegue Moximi- 
an, who aOlimed the name of HercuUus, fon of 
Hercules, at the fame time that Diode&an took thsc 
f^Jevius, fon of Jvpiter. 
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Maximian had for his fpedal and particular de- 
putmeni the Weft, that Jfr-ttf fey, Italy, -Gaul, ._ 
Africa, &c. 

He i^uells the Ba^audes, a fa^ioo of rebels in 
Gaul» who hadmade JClianus' ahd-Amandus their 
chiefs, by prodaiming them both Aagufti. 

The martyrdDm of St Maurice and his legion. . 

DiocleSan, by the terror of his name, obliges. 
Vararanes II, king of the Perfians to fue to hmt 
Uft^esLKt and to abandon Mefc^tamta. 

C. Valerius DiocLiTiANus III. j . .1, „, 

1,. . ,7- »» I Auco,'*■**■"5•• 

^. Aitk.Val. Maximianus. 5 A.C.2t7. 

Maximian dll^erfes and deftroys the armies of 
the Germans who over-run and ravaged Gaul. 

Piracies of the Franks and Saxons. 

Caraufius, being fent agunft thoTe robbers, does 
not acquit himfelf iaithfully of his commiHion \ and 
being infbrnled that Maximian had fet a price upon 
hjs head, he revdts, goes over into Britain, maJces * 

himfelf mafter of that illand, and takes the tide of 
Auguftus. 

A triim)ph is decreed the two emperors. 

.Maxiuianvs AyQusTvs 11. ■ a r \ 
Jamuarius. 'A!c.*a«r 

Maximian, the fame day that he took pofleflloa 
^ his fecond confullhip at Treves, failles out upon 
a tro(^ of Barbarians who j^undeted the counti^, 
and puts them to flight. 

He paflcs the Rhine, and lays wafte the country 
beyond that river. Genobon stiA Atee, kings ca, ' ■ 
llhe Franks, fubmit to him. 

Diocicfian alfo wars with fuccefs agalnft the Gcr- 
fu^s towar4> Rju^ia, 
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QuiNTlAKOS. 

:. The fleet prepared by Mnimian under Car^ufius 
does not fuccecd. Treaty of peace between Dio^ 
deliaD and Mxntnian (Hi oae fidct ml Canufius 
en the other, nfao thereby remains p^bce^le pof- 
lieiibr of Britain. 

Dioclefian's ridones over the Sanna^ans» Ju* 
thongi, and other nations bordering upon the Da- 
nube.- '- 



DiOCLETIAHVSiy. 7^ 

Makimiavues IIL 5 



Diociefian goes incoSyria* Md gvoS'tboK ad- 
vantage over the Saricens'. . . 

Ituervicw of the tvo cceapems at MUan* 

- - - - - TlBESlABOS* 

... D*o.: . 

The confel -Dion fiught be the £hi or grmdfcn of 
the hiilorian of that name. 

Divifions and war» between'tbe nartknu «£ eomi^ 
■with the Romans. .. .,-.._.. 

Revolt of Ormies or Hormifdu ag^oft his bn>- 

titerlVararahes'H;' ■- 

i .Foaoki andXgeees oaidponBd l^ MMOOHaQiihtA 
tt«t.<tenit:Qctes.,of iMpec^ of I^ttVfiS. and tttf. tb« 
Nervians. 

----- AsCLEPIQDOT,trS. . ' , 

Commotion of the Germans ifflOQ.the RhincoC 
the Pcrfians towards the Eaft, of the Quinquegen- 
dans in Africa^ JuUanus an ufutper in Italy^ Acliil- 
|eus in A^ca. 

i^ Cob- 
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Conftantius Chlorus and Galcrius adopted, one 
by-MMimJani the other b)r-f)iocIcfian, af* created - 
Casrars, and receive each of tham.a dcpWtttient: 
Conflantius has Gaul, Spain, and Britain -, Galerius 
Ifiyiiauii ami the nagfabountig countries. 

Conftantius had married Helena,, by viitom he 
iiad Conftantine, now eighteen years of age. He 
repudiates Helena, and marries Theodora daughter- 
in-law to Maximian. Galeriiw, having-alfo divorced 
his wife, marries Valeria the daughter of Diocle- 
fian. 

The Quiriqwgcqtiaos are dcfc«cd and fubdued 
^ Maximian. ' 

Conflantius takes Boulogne b«ilt.frDini:arfflifiui. 
whp had poffefled himfelf of that place, , 

Dioclet^i-aMus V. } a 

MaximianuUV. J ^"*=°' ■ *;2;^*^ 

. Conflamws driveGthe Franks out of the eoan- 
try of the Batavianst rf which they had poflefled 
rfhemfdres wkh the he^) of Cnaulius. He tranf- 
pcMts a great number of their prifoners into the 
KFpieorles of- the empire, and /etttos ttem riiew. 

F<Hts built upon the iisontien. 

Conftantius takes great juias td reftoie Uk chy 
6f Autun, which had been'<eak<» -aad ravaged Iw 
1^ Attbarians undcF ChmdtuG 11. 

He makes learning flourifli in it again, jmd pre- 
vails on the Rhecoridan Einneiiiua, who was then in 
pelSdBcm -of a high-office in Ae imperiid palace, tp 
JKfume thepuMic'pio&flien' <£ eloquence. 

Caraufius is killed by his lieUtenant AHe^tus, 
who akea the titji ^ Aii*ufliu*, ind remains maAer 
ftf Prjt^iii. "^ . . 
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A.R. lots- FLAVIUsVAlBRiUSCQNSTA»iTj«S.lp ^ 

A.c.,94. Gal. Val. Maximlanus. . S ^^'\} 

Vararancs III. fucceeds his fatlwr Vararanw 11.. 
andafcer.a very Ihorc reign is himTcIf fucceded by 
>lafics. ■,,_■' ; . 



*. : ----- Tuscu?. , . 

• r- - ' - AnuXinus. 

; :Thc jiarion of tlw Carpians, fcycr^ tiroes con- 
quered by Galerius, is tranfported entirely by Dio- 
^kOmLmm the tetritDries of the empire, particularly 
into Pannonia.. ■ • . ,. 

f- DiOCLETIANUS AtTGUSTtJS VI. 

Cohstantius C^sa-r IK ■ • 

Narfes having, renewed the w^r againft die Ro- 
imns, Galerius marches ^^sinll him, and is wocfte^ 
t^Ugh Us imprudence. He is very, badly recdvM 
by .'Dttoclelian^ He prepares to take his revenge:.. 

Canftantiu? ^tcacks iUJei^tiu, whois.defeateaand 
killed. Britain, after a-;ieparation c^ -tcfi years> is 
re-iinittd to the ampire, 

Tfec Franl^s, allies of Caraufiys, tnd afterwirda 
of AUei^us, fufier. great lo0es, aiid are beaten in 
fcrcral places by^^odftdntiua. He. parries the war 
againll them even into ^eir original country,. and 
trjnlport! from theoce yrhole cpipnies of captives 
into the territories of Amieiis, .Beauvais, Troyes, 
and Lai^res. 

|?i<K:lelian marches in pei^on ^unft Achillxus 
the ufurper of Egypt, who is ccmquered with eaf?^ 
and killed. 

He contraAs the limits of the empire towards E- 
fhiopia, 9nd abandons to the Norbati a diftrttft of 
ftvend^ys journey ^v? Elcphantinum. He grants 

them 
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them, a pc^ipa, ^hich^^as ftitl paid in ihe.titne 
cS Jwftinian. , 

Maximianus AuOUSTtIS V. ^ 

GaLERIUS C^£lAR XI. ' a'^ 

Maxitnian ,n}akes.war' dg^nft the Moo^. with 
fuccefs. ^ . ■ ■ 

Galerius gains a fignal viftory over Narfes. The 
vanquiDiKi ^Hians fue fox p^ce^ and obiaih it by 
ceding to.tiie'Roinans five provinces upon the right 
hand fide of the Hgris. Galerius, -fwellcd with prfde, 
begins to be diflatisfied with &c fecond rank. '• 

:^ . : AniciusFa;USTU3 II. ; . I . 

Severus Gallus. a, 

of Autun niay 
e towards it, by 
ilary, which was 

ian's order upon 

■"-"■' DrOCLETIANUS VII. J . ''' . 

. .MaXIMIANUsVI. jAUGO. :..,. A 

Const ANTiits ni. •% i- ' ' ' a 

;_ Galerius in. J^^*^* * 

"'" AVc know but few events under thele two years. 

.^^" TlTlANUSlI. 

■^ Nepotianus. a 

Confiantius, fighdng againft the German:, is de- 
feated and cooquers in the fpace of fix hours, near 
. Langres. 

He, 
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- tions, near Vindonifla. ■'■ '< * '!o 

*.B..o,s. CONSTANTIUS-IT. ?>_■->".'■■■: ■' 

A.C.JO.. GaleriusIV. S r'*''*.; . ;: V 

A.B.iBS4^ / DlOCI^lTlXNUS ylll. 7*,,^;, 

A.C.303, Maximianus Vli. J ■^'^*^°* ;: 

Gateius goa mDjoclefiafi at NiCoitudla, .an^ 
prevails on him to Dtc^ute the^CfariftiabSi ; 

Tl^efignal for iw .periecuwai igtvcn.fcy the-dat 

- ftruftion of ihechutdi at NiaHnedia^oathctwm^ 
third of February. 

The edi£t for the pet&CQtioB ^JubUlfaed tik next 
day. , ■■ 

Rebellions In Melltene, in Armenia, and at Sc- 
leucia in Syria. £|ugone, procjaimet^ ^uggifti^s-by 
five imndre4 ibldierE, who worketi^cthle harbour i^ 
Seleucia^ goes t^e.fame day x4 A^Vach, aod if 
killed there with all cbofe th^t^^frccunpaiued tild^ 
pioclefian's crudtif^ on that accoifot. . ^ ^ 

Dioclefian goes to. BUune, to-cc^r^ tha;^; 
umph which had been decreed to him, and Max!- 
mian fixtecn years befpre, and £^^ for tlw pwen' 
tieth year of his rrf^. * 

His ceconomy in this double rejoicing difpleafcs 
the Roman people, who lairpooo him fisr it. > Dio- 
clefian is offended at th^ir behavmuf^ and. after tri- 
umphing on the feventeenth of Navember, lie leaves 
the city abruptly on the thirteeni|h of; ^ next-De' 
cember. His health, which was impaired before 
fufiered greatly by travelling atf -th^t tinie pf the 
year, and he contracted a lingering djforder, of 
which he never recovered thoroughly. 



DiOCLETIANUS IX. } a „„ „ ' 
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Dioclelian, srfter taking poffcfllon of the conful- 
Bap at Ravenna, oaitinues hisjourngy, and aixivcft 
at Nicomedia. 

He. was ill during all this ycaiv an^ on the thir- 
teemdvof DeceJnber it was ^ugbt thu he was dy- 
ing : but he grew better. 



CONSTANTIUS V. 

Gales lu^V. 



JC/ESS. 



iDioolefiiti appeared In public on the firfl: of 
Mirch : but fo altered,' as hardly to be known, 
agaio. ' ' 

Galerius, takiiig advantage of the weaknefs of 
biodefian's mind, forces him, as well as Maximian, 
to abdicate the empire. ^ 

. fhe ceremony of theabdicationwasperfortfied 
fin the firft of May, by Dioclefiaa at Nicomedia, 
ihd by Maximian at Milan. Severus, and' MAxi- 
ttiifi-Daia or Daza, one the creature, of Galerius, 
the pdier his nephew, are created Cs&ra. ^ 

Ufwi,ftER,s irnder Dio«&csiAK. ■ , 

\ ^LiAK js proclaimed ^i^K/?/ by 

the Bagau 

C^lt AU ... 

.. Allec r of '(i^rauOus, ahd.ha 

fuccdlbr, . ■■ 

', ;^cMiLL.«ys in Egypt. ', ". 

JuLiANus ill Italy. '' 

Eugene emperor for a day a; Seteucia and at 

Anugch in Syra, " ., - ■ 
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SEc;r - 1 

General idea of Dioclefiatfi cbaraSle^. Want 6f tnd- 

■ tsrials ftr the hijiory of bis reign. ' His origin and 
rife. Some' account of the <^ce of Count, of tht 
domeftics, ishich he held. His ekBion to the em- 
fire. , The 4eatb of Carinus. _ DiscUfian behaves 

■ nchly after the viSlory. -. He goes is 'R^me. Stats 
cf the empire, attacked en the Eafi and en the 
Wefi. £agati4es. Dioclejian makes Maximianhis 
caUegue. "They take the furnames of Jovius aiU 

' Herculius. Maximian is charged with the war in 
the Wefi. He fubdues the Bagaudes. He drives 

' hack the German nations which had ever-run Gaul. 
A fhining infidnce of bis "Oalour. " He paffes the 
Rhine, and fubdues feme of the Franks. Pira- 
cies of the F^ii^s and Saxons. Ceraufius reveltSf 
andfeizes upon Britain. He maintains bimfelf 

^ there 6gainfi Maximian, ' who is obliged to tnake 

peace with him. Franks and Lates tranfporte'd 

- t& the nether fide of the Rhine. The walls of 

"" Grenoble rebuilt. Dtocleftan, by the terror of bts 
name, forces the king of Perfia to fue to him for 
peace. Dioclefian's viSfmes 'over divers barbarous 
nations. Interview of the two emperors at Milan. 
Their perfeSf union. The chief honour of it he 

• longs to Dioclejiax. He refohes to create two 
. C^fars, Cenjlantius Chlorus, and Galerius. Adop- 
tion and new marriages of the two Ctefars. Cere- 
ttany of their inflallation. Confiantius the firfi 
Cafar. Departments a£igned_ to Conftantius and 

. Galerius. .Ineonveniencres of increafsng the Humher 

''of the Augujti and C^fars. Hardnefs of Diocle- 

fian's 
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Jiails geverment. His p^ffien for building. Dto- 

<i0ai's baths at Rme. MaximtOM fiihdues tig 

^uinquegentians. He d^rt^s the ufurper Julian. 

Diocle^any after having tranJported_ the Carpiant 

into Pannotiiaf marches aguinft ^chiliaus the u- 

furper of E^pt, defeats him^ and iills him. Hi ■ 

abandons a great extent of territery above Ele-. 

phantinum en the Nile. *rhe beginning of Con* 

againfi . Ca-- , 

m. He re- 

■y which the_ 

to furrendeTy . 

■is of Gaul.- 

4 of jiulutt, 

parts of the 

who remains, 

■ ytars. Con- 
'eSus is con- 
to the domi- . 
makes a noble 
^ that prince 

of Confiatt- 
F of it. Ga- 

■ Perfia^ and 
gains a great viSiery over him. Narfes fues for 
peace. It is granted hint. Conditions of the treaty, 
This peace la/led forty year^ Galertus puffed up 
•with pride. Tranfa^ions of lefs impgrtaiue durir^ 
a fpace of five years. 

TAIOCLESIAN is a name odious to Chrlfti-ierfiMaiwe, 
\j ans. He was the author of the bloodieft per-"f ""^'e- 
iecittion that the Church of Chrift ever fufFerei^. 
from the Roman emperors ; and though he did not 
order it of his own accord, but at the folticitatiyn of 
another ; though he had the leaft (hare in the exe- 
cution of it, his abdication taking place foon after 
the publication of the cA\&. againft the profcflton of 
Chriftianityi jrt all it'shotrors are juftly imputed 
Vot. IX. T to 
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to him, becaulc he begoh ic, and fliould, ai he had 
the ptificipai authority^ hdTC rejefted the bad Coun- 
fiSs of thofe who flwred his power, and not have 

followed them. 

On the other hand Diodefian was a great prince, 
and governed with uncommon wildoni. Senfible 
of his defefts, he endeavoured to make amends for 
them by the choice of thofe he pitched upon for the 
parmers of his labours, over whom however he al- 
ways prefervcd, at leaft as long as his intelleAs re- 
ihuned un-impaired by ficknefs, a fuperiority found- 
ed wholly upon eminence of merit \ their titles be- 
ing equal xa his. ' 
■ This fame prince, forced by an amWrious and 
ungrateful collegue to rcfign the empire, rendered 
voluntary, by a moft extraordinary moderation, 
what was at firft a matter of conftraint : he knew 
how to hve like a private man after having been 
emperor ; and though an opportunity offered for 
him to recover the grandeur .he had beeii ftrippcd 
of, he (hut his heart againft the ftrong temptation, 
and preferred the pot-herbs of his garden to the 
throne of the Cselars. 
t^aa/.it With thefe eftimable qualities Dioclefian fiad 
f^lf.?. great vices. He was luxurious, covetous, oltenta- 
^brtLVis. nous, and arrogant. Even the pagans have re- 
proached him with imitating Domitian and Cali- 
gula, by caufing himfelf to be worfhipped as they 
had done, and by fuffering the tides of LiOrd and 
Gpd to be given him : ' fo that he has been ranked 
r ' among-the number of thofe whofe example proves 
that infolcnce is never carried farther than by thofe 
who come to a fortune ibr which they were' not 
bom. 

His 



■ Quis rebui cempcTtiQi) eft perbi^ atqne atnbitione unodiji 
', . . ■ huiDillinios quofque, ma- CMcfle, Uitr. Via.' 
xime ubi aka acc^Qeiu^t, fiii- 
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His reign was long, and rich in events % but the "J3*^°°J; 
fcarcity of materials renders it in aipaimerlhoitandhifiotrait* 
barren to us. No part of hiftory has been worle'*'"' 
treated by the injuries of time, than that which con- 
cerns pioclefian. h is not of great writers, only 
that we are in want. The Byzantine hiftory does 
not come fo low down as his reign : what Ziofimu^ 
wrote of him is loft : we are reduced to Zonaras, 
Eutropius, the two Viftors, fcanty abbreviators j 
and our moft plentiful fources are a few panegyrica 
filled with exa^erated flatteries, and a work of . 

Lafbntius, in which the author's zeal may fome- 
times have earned htm too far. All that we can 
do with thefe helps^ is to endeavour to find out 
the truth, which we fliall fpeak with ftrift im- 
partiality, relating the good and the bad, u wc 
ihall colled it from our originals. 

Dioclefian's firft name was Dioclesj taken from™""^ 
;the city where he was born, Dioclea • in DalmatJa. 
"His mother bore the fame name as the city, being 
likewife called Dioclea. After his acceflion to the 
empire, to give his name a more Roman form be 
called himfelf DiocUtianus inftead of D/pc/«. This 
was his proper nanie, and that by which he was di- 
ftinguifhed. He alfo bore thofe of C. t^alerius?,^/^ 
Aurelius, names purely Roman, which might be 
, common to him with many others, and which he pro- 
bably took from the family he had ferved ; for we areFjff.^^i. 
afTured that he was originally the freed- man of a fe- 
nator, whofe furname only, Aurelianus, is known £«nju 
by us. Others fay he was the fon of a fcribe or 
regiftcr. 

, He embraced the profrmon of arms, in which he^'f-P">i, 

muft have excelled, fince he is reckoned among the c«jr. 5«k. 

good generals formed under the difclpline of PTO-f^-f^t'o- 

' bus. His fervices raifed him to the confullhip : 'J^^, y,-g 

T 2 and2'/-' 



, • Tiit eily, likewife called | notfar/rm'^ucra, »9wNa- 
Poclo, ii new ruiaeit. It fiai J tenia. 
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and when Numertan perifhed, DiocIcHan held- a 
conficicrable office in the prince's palace, being what 
the Romans then called Count of the Demefitci. 
f^t^'die ^^^ ^""^ Ci>unt, which in ihe Latin tongue fig- 
office of nifies Companion, was become a title of honour in, 
^^■^'*' the times I am fpeaking of. The Roman empe- 
vbkku rors were always accompanied, as may have been 
^^ often obferved in this hiftory, by a number of illuftri- 
ous pcribns chofen from among the moft diftinguifiv- 
ed either in the civil or the mihtary profeflions ; and 
thefe formed a conftant ftanding council. They were 
called, as in effedt they were, the Companions of the 
prince ; and as this appellation, and the funftions 
annexed to it, gave them influence and authority, 
it became a title of dignity and power. Several of 
the great officers of the ftate took it, with the addi- 
tion of feme term exprefllve of their particular de- 
partment. Thus the Count of the Domefiics was the 
commander of that . part of the imperial guardj 
which properly conftituted the prince's houfliold : 
for the pnetorian cohorts were then employed only 
in war, or at moll to guard the out-parts of the pa- 
lace. The emperors feared them, after the many 
rcvolutio.is they had occafioned, and thought it ne- 
ceflary to create new corps of troops for the imme- 
diate defence of their pcrfons, and the guard of the 
infidc of die palace. They gave them the name of 
' Demefticiy which fignilies people attached to the fervite 
oftbeheufe. 
Hij rteftion Dioclefian commanded that fine troop when he 
^„. "^ was elected emperor, on the feventeenth of Septem- . 
rfc**^! ber in the year of Ctirifl: 284. He was then about 
A. It. 103'i. thirty-nine years old, fince he was fixty-eight when 
Fis.Epit. he died in 313. I have faid in what manner h^ 
was raifed to the empire, and how he carried on a 
war againft Carinus, which, happily for him,- ended 
with the tragical death of that detefted prince. 
Diocicfun (^t; behaved moft- nobly after his viftory ; not 
""*' only pardoning all that had borne arms againft-him, 

■whoia 
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whom he juftly thought not blameable for havwigWy^'^''''' 
lervcd a prince whofe title was ib legitimate as that^««/.Pi'*. 
of Carious ; but alfo continuing in their pcrfls and 
dignities thofe who had beeh pl-omQied by his ene- 
my, Ariftobutus, prKtorian prsefeft under Cari- 
ftus, was the fame under DiocJefian, who permitted' 
him likcwife to enjoy the honours of the confulate, 
of which he found him in poffeffion. It is added, ^.v™. 
that the conqueror fhewed the fame indulgence to 
C. Ceionius Yards, governor of the city, and prse- 
torian prsefect at the fame titne. Aurelius Viiftor 
has reafon to extol this conduft. Ic is a new and 
unheard of thing, fays he, that no one loft either 
fortune, honour,' or life, after a civil war ; ■ ^tfhilft- 
we praife the mildnels and generofity of thofe prin- 
ces, who, in fuch cafes, i&. at laft fome bounds to 
conBlcations, banifhments, and death. 

It is highly probable that Dioclefian, become foI«Hep«t« 
mafter of the empire by the death of Carinus, wentRoox. 
to Rome to be acknowledged there. But he never °'"^' 
liked to live in that city, nor can he then have ftay'd 
there long, fince he fpent the winter of this fame 
year of Chrift 285, at Nicomedia. It was there that ha"^'"^- 
took for his coliegue, on the firft of April in the next ' ' '°^ ' 
year, Maximian Hercules, of whofe v^ur he 
thought the ftate ftood in need. 
, In effe£t, both the Eaftern and tlie Weftern extrc- *"=f "f ■''= 
mides of the empire were attacked at thfc fame tinje. ^Ecj'nn'be 
IntheEaft, the Perfians, emboldened by Numeri- •;»'*"'^"n 
an's retreat, and by the troubles which enfued after pjjuy." ' 
his death, had reconquered Mefopotamia, and there **■"'«■ 
was room to fear they would again over-run Syria 
and the neighbouring provinces. The Weft was vtot^i'!"«- 
Icfs agitated. We learn from two medals ftruck in ^'"^•'"'■'■ 
the fecond year of Dioclefian, which give this prince 
the titles of Germanic and Britannic, that there had 
been infurre£lions in Germany -and Britain : and 
G^ul was endangered by an intelline rebellion^ 

T s Thefe 
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^^- TIkTc rebels were the Bag««3es, of whpm w» 

m!X, havt already fpoken unde; jJie reign of Ciai«iius lU 
» c«^- a ruftic troop, whom the grievous weight of their 
taxes had induced to take up arms, to rid them - 
felves of a tyranny which (eenied to them worle 
r*"?. than death. We cannot give the etymology oF 
■"**'"• their name, of which, however, there ftill is a mo- 
nument near Paris in the vill^e of St Maur des 
Fofses, formerly called the caftle of the Bagaudei. 
What we know, * is that thefe plowmen and Ihep- 
hcrds, transformed into ibldiers and troopers, imi- 
tated by their ravages the fury of the Barbarians, 
and t;ud wafte the countries they ought to have cul- 
tivated. Under Claudius II, their {trength muit 
have been confiderable, fince;, ss we ^ have feen, 
they laid a feven months fiege to the city of Au- 
tun, and took it at laft by force. Under Aurelian 
and Probus, no mention is made of them. The 
valour and adivity of thofe wwrlike princes kept 
a^.iMb. them doubtlefs in awe. At th^ time I now fpealc 
iS Eunf. of, a^n e^alpcrated by the injuflicct violence, and 
cruelty of Carinus, they renewed their revolt, which 
might feem to deferve by fo much the, more atten- 
tion, as they were headed by two men of fome con- 
fequence, it wc may judge from the faoldnefs ^^iti^ 
which each of them aiTumed the title of Auguitus. 
Their names were ^lianus and Amandus. 
rami«i5an If Dioclefian had bccn a great warrior, there was 
^"i^^r nothing in this that need have frightened him. 
coUgenc. Claudius II. and Aurelian wero in in&iitely more 
dangerous, Ijiuations when' they came to the throne. 
But though this prince underftood the military art, 
it does not appear that he iiv^s brave. Prudence in 
politics was his (alent, And this Teems to have dege- 
nerated in him even into timidity. Fof this, reafoo, 



■ Quum militares habitai ig- cultonim lufticus vafiator Imi- 
naii agricote appetireruhi . . , tum tk. 
910111 hofietn barbaiuni tuonin ' 
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to enable him to face t^ , dtfi^rcnt oiemies he 
feared, he thought he ftood in need of r collegue, 
who fliould fliare with him a burden too heavy for 
his weaknefs : and Maximian; his countryman and 
friend, wasthe perfon he pitched tipon. 

Maximian was bom in Paanonia, near Sirmium, p^Kf-. * 
of parents of very mean condition, who earned their j^"^i^. 
tread by the labour of their hands. His education ' ' ' 
was .anfwerable tahis birth: and his ignorance waa 
-fo great and notorious, that a panegyrift, citing be-- 
fore him the exploits of, Scipio Afticanus, and ex- 
toiling htm &)r having inntatcd them, does not 
£:rupje to eicprefs his doubt whether Maximian had 
-ever hcacd of them. At the time of his birth, his 
native countiT, Pannonia, had long been the pcr- 
petu^ feat of war. Born therefore in:the.midft of 
arms, and'beir^ trained up to tbem from his in- 
fancy, his body and his courage were accuftomed 
early to fatigue and danger. At>Grft 2 foldier, and j^^r^ y,^^ 
afterwards an officer, Ik rofe even to flill higher • 

Rations, which we cannot explain diftinffly rbut we 
^now that hi: had the means of forming htmfetf in 
the fchools of Aurelian and Probus, which implies ^^-^'^ 
that he approaofccd thofe priiices, and confequently ",'«^. 
that he held a diftinguiihcd rank in the army. He mmS* 
fojiowed? tbem in all their expeditions, upon the 
Danube, the Euphrates, the Rhine, and:.the bor- 
ders of the Ocean. He became a warrior, as much 
as courage alone and practice can makei a man, 
without the help Qfrtlut:fuperior knowledge and 
thofe exteniii^e views; of which his heavy mind was 
not capaWe.', ; He was all his hfc' a clownilh foldier, pr^-j, ^^j. 
ruftic, violent,; perfidious, ctikI, brutally debauched. 
He had broi^t with him into the world a ten- 
dency to all thafe vices, and no culture having 
taught him to check or corre<3: them, he &haa-Etnit 
doned himlBf wholly to their impulle. Even his 
•utward form, hard and fava^e, fpoke the fierce- 
ncTs of his foul. If he did not ruin the empire by 
T 4 ■ hft 
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his enormous exce&s, and if he even ferved it ufe- 
fiilly, it was owing to Diociefian's wifdom, which 
was a curb upon him, and for which he always 
prcferved a very great refpeft. 
Phf.Crin. They had long been friend^ *nd VopHciis de- 
»J' dares -that his grandfather, and Maximian were the 

only perfons to whom Diocleiian relaTed in confi- 
dence the preditftion of the druidefs concerning the 
boar. Dioclefian therefore knev/ him well, when 
he made him his ^ociatt in the empire. He want- 
ed a man citable of making wu- ; and that Maxi- 
mian was r befides which he knew his afcendanc 
ewer him. For ihefe reafiMis he thought he might 
fafety Jhare with him a title, which according to the, 
common .tuIos* does not admit of an-y partner : and 
he was not miftaken in^his judgment. Maximian 
remained conftantly titthful to him^ and, when his 
equal in honour arid rank, always deferred him the 
fuperiority; in council. ■ Dioclefian made even the 
furf. vices of. his collegue fcrve him. As he was very 
defirous to acquire, phe reputation of clemency, 
whenever Jw thought any Tiolent and odious ftep 
nccefl&ry to be taken, he put it upon Maxrmiao, 
who readily undertook any ■fuch afiiirs, fuitable to 
his natural difpofitlon. . By this means the contrail: 
of the harlhnefs of the one, heightened the gobd- 
.nefs and mildncfs which the other aifcfted to 
ihew. 

Such were- the motives which determined Dio- 
clefian in his choice. He firft created Maximtan 
■Cxfar, and afterwards he declared him Augaftus at 
Th«t.k« Nicomedia, as I have already faid. From that mo- 
of>^*r*'nient the two emperOTS' treated each other as bro- 
■ i^piHtriU' then: .and fome time after' tliey took, by mutual 
"""' agreement furnaroes ili fuited to the meanncfs of 
A their origiii. The fons 6f herdfmen or flaves or- 
dered themielvcs to be called the one Joviirs, as 
if defcended from Jupiter, the other HE.RCULir», 
as if fprung from Hercules : wretched vanity, and 
.... > ':" ' proof 
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proof of the blindnefs which fortune produces ! 
It is jwoper to obferve in the diftribution of thefe 
furnames, Dioclefian's care to keep the pre-emi- 
nence. Jupiter was the greateft of the gods j Her^ 
cules only the moft valiant. 

It was in the fame fpirit that Dioclefian always 
fcferved to himfelf the advantage of-a confulftiipf 
Over Maximian. Tliey were often collegues in that 
office,' but always with the difference I have faid. 
In the year which preceded their abdication, Dio- 
etefian was conful for the ninth time, and Maximian 
for the eighth. This obfervation is Itrengthened 
by the contrary example of the two Cjefars they 
afterwards created, Conftantius Chlorus and Gale • 
rius, whofe confulates always kept equal peace. 

Dioclefian, after having aflbciated Maximian, Maimanh 
prepared to march againfl: the Perfians, and charged 'i^^j^*^' 
his coHegue with the war in the Weftr. So we areUieWcft. 
to underfland the partition they are faid to have 
made of the empire. Each of them had a more 
particular infpeflion over a certain portion of it : 
but there was no formal divifion; and it fecms to 
me clearly proved by the fafts themfelves, that they 
poffcflfcd the eftipire in common, and undivided. 
The ftate was ftill but one, though under two 
heads. 

Maximian juftiBed Dioclefian's choice of him, by hc ruUue* 
the glorious fuccefs of his arms. He fubdued the*«?'P»- 
Bagaudes, and, if his panegyrift does not deceive p"i^. 
us, he ufed more clemency to regain thofe rebels, ^f"- 
than hc did force to conquer them> Not that the DkcT.an.^ 
war was ended without refiftance or fighting. The 
orator's own words do not require our fuppofing 
that to have been the cafe : and in the fevenrh cen- 
tury, when the abbey of St Maur des Fofses was 
built, the tradition erf the country was that the Ba- 
gaudes, mafters of the caftle which Csfar had 
erefted in the peninfula formed there by .the Marntf, 
fiood a fiege in it agalnlt Maximian ; that they were 
dJUodgei 
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dilli^gicd hy foKt, and that the conqueror razedt 
the caftle» and left only the ditches, trom w)uch the 
abbey took the name it now bears. We are not 
told what becflme of ^lianus and Amandus, the 
two chiefs of the rebels. Both the name aqd the 
fadi^n of' the Bagaudes were revived in the fifth 
century.. Salvianus mentions them, 
"'k^' After Maximiui had quelled the rebellion of the 
c^in m- Bagaudes, the Barbarians exercifed his valour. The 
tioni which Germau nations, Burgundians, Alunans, Cbaibons* 
»bbCw'i" fierules, conftantly bent upon fettling themfelv^s 
''>'R->°3^-in Gaul, had over-fpread that rich and line country. 
j£^. M^itnian, then conful for the firH time, boldly op- 
pofcd thde numerous enemies, and conquered them 
by two different methods. He cut off their pro- 
viJioos from the Burgundians and Alamanni ■, and 
ficlcnefe, the infallible confequence o[ famif^e, bieak- 
■ ing PHC among them, the army of thofe two t\a- 
tions was deftroyed without the Roman emperorV 
being obliged to draw his fword. The Chaibons 
and Herules were .conquered in battle: on which 
PCcafion Maximian performed prodigies of v^our, 
being always forempft in the hotieft part of the 
fight, and Teeming to multiply hioatclf by the ra- 
pidity with which he flew to every place where his 
preftnce might be neceJTary. The Barbarians were 
cut to pieces : and if there be no exaggeration in 
the orator wiio is here my guide, it was not aay- 
one of them who efcapcd with lite, but the fame 
of Maximian's glory that carried the news of their 
defeat to their native country. 
Artmi^icj- It cannot be doubted but that thisprince wasvali- 
^ilV'o". ant- He gave a fignal proof of it the verydayrhat he 
A.ji,io;9. took pofielfion of his fecond confilKhip, by art ai5Hon 
wiiich I beg the reader's leave to relate in a tranfla- 
tioii of a piece of oratory, the' only monument of 
tlie fad:. It may at the tame time ferve as a fpecimen 
pf die eloquence of the times of which I am writ- 
.. . i»S 
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kg the hifttry. « » I pais oYcr, fays the t>na>ri 
*' your JmnugKrable battles md victories in G»ul; 
« For what fpeecb^cowld fufiicc Jo recoumfo many 
*' and fi) greftt atcbievements ? But I can by. no 
*' means be.filent'iii regard to that firfl aufpicious 
«' day of your coofylatc -, that day on which, though 
'* firarcciy fuffioient for others to- prepare for ai^ion, 
M you alon^ found time to ai^. lb that the fvn, in 
** the fpBCC of one, apd thw it's fhorteft courfey 
" faw you begwihe funftionsiof confui, and com- 
'* plete thofe of the viftorious gcperal. W« have^ 
" Jeen you, Qe£uc, in one sod the fame day make 
»' yows (or the Republic, and owe the performancp 
" of theoi :. for what ymi wiftied to do in a future 
•-* lime, that yow did inflantly: fo that you feem 



■ Trnireoinnomfirabiln taaa 
totfl Gallia pogna* ttque vic- 
toriat. Qu« enim tot Mnd(- 
qne nboi fuficwc oraiWi Jl- 
lam tainen primuoi Confula- 
tOs tui aufpicalem diem (acitus 
pneierire nullo modo pbOam, 
ifia to Cottu dnmiakn cODfccn- 
tus ss, ut qnod tsmpn antea 
tacipieodii taDtOminoda rebui 
aptum videbacur, tune primum 
poiaeric TafHcere peragendis : u- 
no(]ae fol curriculo tao, coquc 
breviffimo, & officu u-Con* 
falls inchoanum videret, & Ini' 
I^ratoris impleotem. Vidimat 
K, Cxrar, eodem die pro Re- 
paUica, & roa fdctpere, & 
cCmvida * debcte. Quod e- 
Dim opUTcraa in faMraait fe- 
ddi cantinao tranfaflum : uc 
mihi ipfa Deornm auxilia, quae 
prccatoa era*, pnevenifTe vide- 
arit, Sc cjnidqiud iHi pronife- 
raot anre fecifle. Vidimus te, 
Cxfkr, epdcm die Se ia.claiifii- 
mo pacu habica, & in pulcher* 
limo vjriati* omatu. Bona ve- 
mift OeOra dixerim ; ne Jupitei 
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logam pREsezrain 
.f^mpto ^bbiace rouUIti, AjifUm 
polito fcipione lapujiti, a tri- 
Dunali temct in catnpitm, k ' 
Curuli in equum ira'nfiulilli^ 
& Oitiiaex ane cuni biumpho" 
rediifli, totamque Imdc urbern 
repentma tua in holies crupii- 
one foliidcam, Ixiiiia & extil- 
taiione, 4: ari» flagrantibus, & 
iKrifictis, & odoribiu aCcealU 
Mulqili too, imp)efti. Iia u- 
uoque illiua diei fupreroa tem- 
poie bis divina res pari leVt.. 
gione celebraia eft : Jovi, dunt 
pro futuri< vovecur ; tibi, dum 
pro viAona folvitor. 

" / ha.'vt fubjiituttd this 
tiiBfd infitai of eorjunfla, 
luhuh h a man!f4 irror. Con-' 
»ias vota art wuit ^bicb tU 
tvtnt b«i laii\tbe ptrfin tvhf 
tnadt ibim undir an abligaiita 
/. perform. 

■• TVj* tptrd Jupiter ii im- 
fraptrkf Ttftalii kirt in e-very 

iditiaa, I hav» relr.ia(lit(li/. 
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^* to have implored the aflMlamie of the gods for 
** what you h^ already accomplished, ana to have' 
*' executed before-hand what they promifed you. 
** 'We have fccn you, Caefar, wear in the feme day 
'* the majeftic robe ^rf peace, and the moft (hiningf 
«* ornaments of war. Permit me, ye gods, to fay' 
** it: not Jupiter himtcif varies the face of his own 
•» heaven with fuch celerity, as you changed the 
•* pr«texta for the cuirafs, the ivory fccptre for the' 
'« fpcar. You flew from the tribunal to the field 
** of battle, from the curiile chair to your horfe, 
** and in an inftant retwned triumphant to this <Hfy, 
*', to dilpel it's alarms occafioned by your fudden 
*' faily upon ehe enemy, to fill it with joy and glad- 
*' nefs, to make it's altars fmoke wtJiiiK:eafc,ra-' 
** crifices, and perfumes burnt in honour of your 
*• divinity. Thus both the beginning and thc-epd 
" of that day We're cqnfecrated by equally reli^ 
*' gious ceremonies : the firft addrelled to Jupiter, 
«' to pray fi>r viftory ; the fecond- to you» to thank- 
" you for it." 

The antiihefes are not well managed in this' 
piece, and the adulation in it amounts., to io^iety.^ 
The greateftof the gods, according- to the oraoor, 
is plainly not Jupiter. The ■ turns, however, are 
ingenious ; the exprelTion is lively and brilliant i 
and if the hiftorians of the fame time were equal 
in their way to what thisorator is in his, we Ihould 
not have fo much reafon to complain. 

The fafl, in itfelf, is fine, and does honour to 
Maximian. The city in queftion is undoubtedly" 
Treves, from whence the emperor, having there . 
taken pofleflion of the confuUhip on thefirft of Ja- 
nuary, fallied out imniediately after upon fome 
troops of Germans who annoyed the country, de- 
feated and difperfed them, and returned viftg- 
rious, 
ftepnCei Maximian, not fatisfied with diis temporary ad-' 
md^bnuM vantage, refolved to fecure the tranquility of G^ul 
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in a lafting manner, by carrying his arms beyond 
' the Rhine. He crofled chat river, and ravaged the 
country 'beyond it with fire and fword. The af- 
frighted Barbarians implored his mercy: and the 
orator names two kings of the Franks, Genobon 
and Atech, who, by their fubmiflion, obtained 
peace ' of the Roman emperor, and efteemed 
rhemfelves happy in being maintained by him in 
the polTenion ot their flates. 

-But the whole nation of rfie Franks was fer from Kradw or . 
being conquered. Part of them, in concert with ^ ^^^ 
the Saxons, over-ran the feas, and rendered navi- £un/. 
gation impraiflicablc by their piracies. To flop 
this eyil, Maximian had rccourfe to a remedy, 
' which he had caufe to repent. 

He had in his fervice an excellent fea-officec cimfiin 
named Caraufius, born a Menapian *, in the neigh- "TH"'.'^ 
bourhood of the (ea, and who, haWng praaiferffcifm.flr^ 
from his inftncy the management of fhips, and even "f Bmpi. 
earned his fubfiftance by it» had raifed himfelf by £«7<j>. ' ' 
degrees ; and as he advanced, opportunities offering 
for hirti to difplay his talents, he ingratiated him- 
felf more and more with Maximian, who at laft 
judged him capable of condudting an important cn- 
terprize. This emperor therefore ordered him to 
alTemble a fquadron at Boulogne, and with it to 
give battle t6 the Frank and Saxon pirates, and clear ^ 

the feas of them. Caraufius had in faft all the cou- 
rage and*all the fkill necefiary for fuch an under- 
taking : but he had not probity, without which no 
duty is well fulfilled. He looked upon this<:om- 
miffion as a means of making money -, and was noj 
unjuftly fufpeited of letting the pirates pafs, in or- 
der to attack them on their return when they (hould 
be richly laden. By this means he took feveral 
valuable prizes, of which he gave HhIc or no ac- 



• 7be Mftapiam thia ereui- at tvtrf em knavii, ithahitid 
>»'«/ iht, tauBtry hardtriirg ap. tbt cuaf -ivitri- Bcnie^n, C4- 
e» ibal af tin ihrni, %vh*t lahi tffv, mw-jlaaJ. 
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count to the imperial treafury, or to the plundered . 
provinces, but converted the greateft part of their' 
produce to his own ufc. Maximian, who never 
Confulted the rules of moderation or prudence, or- 
dered this powerful officer to be killed without any 
form of procefs. Caraufius was informed of it in 
time» and failed over to Britain with his fieet. There» 
having bribed or intimidated the onl^ Roman legi- 
on then in the itlatKl, and fome bodies of foreign 
troops which accompanied that legion, he aflumed 
the purple, and declared himfelf emperor. Well 
knowing that MaximJan would not fail to attack hin* 
in his new ufurpation, he took all proper meafures 
<o ftrengthen himfelf, increafuig his fleet by the ad- 
dition of a great number of new (hips which he 
, buiit, and inviting the Barbarians, Franks and Sax- 

ens, to join him, and fhare with him the plunder 
of the maritime provinces of GauL As he was a 
' • great feaman, he foon inftrui51ed thele adventurers, 

picked up from all parts, and rendered his marine 
very powerful, both' by the nuinbcr of his fliips, 
and the Jkill of their crews. 
*!«^^ He had the neceiTary time to ftrengthen by thele 
i^nftMa- means his infant power: for when he revohcd, 
mma^ who Maximian was ftill engaged in the war againft the 
'^ukc pace Gcrmans, and 6efidcs he had no fleet. A year at 
^p^ leaft was requiCte to enable that prince on one hand 
Ma^-m. 'to fubdue and' pacify the German nations, and on 
the other to build fliips on the coafliof Gauloppofite 
**"• to Britan : fo that when Maximian's nav4 arma- 
ment was ready, Caraufius was well prepared to 
receive him. He had even a great advantage over 
his enemy i in that the emperor's failors and fol- 
diers were quite novices to the fea, and unexperi- 
enced in working their Ihips, or Bghting upon that 
element. The orator Eumenes adds, that the winds 
.and waves were contrary to them. Certain it is 
Sunf. & that Maximian gave up his enterprize, and thought 
j»ti.r,ci. pj-Qpgj. (g jjjji-e peace with Caraufius, by letting 

him 
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him enjoy his ufurpation. The rebel remained in ''''*■• 
' pbffeffion of Britain and of the title of Auguftus j 
and we have a mSdal of his, ftruck upon this very 
occafion, in which he aflbciates himfelf with Diocle- 
fian and Maximiap. The legend is ; Th e * Pe a c e • p*« 
OF theThrei AuGusTi, ■ Caraufuis, thus efta-*"""'' 
blifticd in his ifland, bid defiance to the reft of the 
■world for fcvcral years, 'till he at laft fell by a do- 
meftic treachery. The Englilh writers, quoted by 
M de Tillemont, fay that he rebuilt and fortified 
Sevefus's wall, and gained fomc advantages over the 
barbarians. 

His civil government was tyrannical; fuitablc to ^""'^^*" 
the means by which he had raifed himlelf. He heldS/. 
the people in captivity, whilft he gave a loofe to his 
town paflions, and to thofe of his troops, who were the 
only fupport of his grandeur 5 and the Britons faw 
their wives and children torn from their arms, to b^ 
lacrificed to the brutal luft of their new mailers. 

Not to omit any thing that ancient monuments^'^nluaid 
have tranfmitted to us concerning Maximian's ex- J^,^ ^^ 
ploits in Gaul, I (hall obfcrve, that this prince haying ""'■"{"''^ 
fubducd the Germanic nations bordermg upon thek««'',"S. 
Rhine, tranfplanted fome tribes of them into the ter- "'s- ^"f- 
fitories of Treves, and of the Nevians, who inha- 
bited the country to which the prelent diocefes of 
Cambrai and Tournai anfwer pretty nearly. This 
policy of peopling the frontiers of the empire with 
barbarians when war had drained them of their na*. . . ' 

tural inhabitants, was fubjeift to inconvenicndes, 
though it was often praiftifcd by the emperors. 
We ihall fee frequent examples of it. The people 
now tranfported by Maximian are called Franks 
and Lretes. This laft name has been differently in-; 
terpreted by the learned, who have not m deter- 
niined how it fhould be underftood. I fiiall con- 
lent myfelf with obferving that the epithet ' which 
Eumenius 

* Lsnu poAlimJ&io rcflitutiu. 
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Eumenius joins to it, favours the opinion of thofe 
who think that the Lanes were of Gallic origin, 
and that after having migrated into Germany in an- 
cient times, they returned back to their old country, 
when they were reJettled in Gaul. 
TbewaiUof Two infcripuons which ftill fuhfift at Grenoble 
^^'^"' inform us, that Dioclefifln and Maximian rebuilt 
riie walls, and indeed feveral of the edifices of that 
city, which was then called Cularo. 
53^,, What. I have hitherto related of Maximian hap- 

pened within a fpace of five years, that is to fay, 
between the end of the year of Chrift 286, and the 
year 291. During this time, Diocleiian alfo made 
feveral military expeditions, of which I am now to 
fpcak. 
Diocfcfiui. i have already obferved that Dioclefian was no 
h, the terror great warrior. The moft remarkable military ex-. 
fom.'t'hT'' ploit of his whole reign, was his forcipg the king 
kngofthe of t[je Perfians, intimidated by the terror of his 
lae to him name, to make peace with him. Vararanes II, ta- 
*Z^''p, '''"S advantage of Carus's death, Nuraerian's re- 
1^. Wfl««. treat, and the civil war between Dioclefian and Ca- 
rinus, entered Mefopotamia, as I faid before, ajid 
threatened to invade Syria. Diocleiian had only to 
fiicw himfelf, and all was quiet. Upon his ap- 
proach, the king of Pcrfia forgot his pride, and 
fent ambafladors with prefents to the Roman empe- 
ror, defiring peace ; which he obtained, upon con- 
dition 6f , his evacuating Mefopotamia and retiring 
'""."■^"'beyond the Tigris. This is what we gather from 
2;; ■ the' orators of thofe times, who extol Dioclefian 
^ for that, like his tutelar god Jupiter, he pacified 
the univerfe by his bare nod. It is very true that, 
if the fa£t be not exaggerated, this expedition does 
the emperor more honour, than viftorics purchafed 
M the expence of great bloodfljed. 

-But . 

*• Hoe. Jovh fpi more, nuta 1 mircunt, & majefiate »eilri no- 
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Bilt he alft) acquired glory by arms. Panegyrifts ^-ao"" 
cite the Saracens as loaded by him with chains : pTdtfii 
they fpeak of vlftories which he gained over the^"'"™* 
Alamanni in Rhjetia, and over the Sarmatlans, then.tii^ 
juthongi, the Quad), the Carpians, the Goths, in ^"^'y 
Fannonia and the neighbouring countries, It docsc^i. 
.not appear that thefe feats of arms were very con-^"^*-^"* 
iiderable in thcmfelves : but they Ihew Dioclefian's c."^ c^* 
activity : and it is no fmall merit to have been able 
. to make fo nfiany barbarqus nations keep within due 
bounds. 

A triumph was decreed to both the emperors for J»f™»*. 
the exploits I have mentioned : but they deferred m^ 
the celebration of it for feveral years i ftill gomg on 
in fighting new enemies. 

In the year of Chrift 290 they had an interview J^J"]^, 
at Milan. In ordw to repair thither, they crofled, in twoempe. 
the mtdft of winter, one of them the Julian Alps in ^ ^ "■• 
his way from Pannonia, and the other the Cottian a.'r.io4[. 
Alps, which arc thofe ncareft Gaul. Hiftory does ^^J^ 
not fay what was the motire of this interview. But 
even if they had no other defign in it than to let the 
world fee their perfeft Jiarmony, that alone was fuf- 
ficient to create an admiration, the confequence of 
which could not but be advantageous, by contribu- 
ting greatly to maintain peace and tranquility in the ■ 
empire. This union of the two emperors is cele- 
brated by Mamertinus : and it appears to me fa 
rare a phaznomenon, fo truly noble a fubje£t, and 
fo really ufeful an example, that I cannot help tran- 
fcribing here fome of the thoughts by which that 
orator fets forth it's value. 

" » What ages, fays Mamertinus, ever faw fuch 
*' concord in the poffeffion and exercifc of the fo-. 

Vol. IX. U " vercign 

* Qux alU Dnqoam vidcre quim vm orbe Ronunof Ob- 

fecula talem in fumTna poieftate . treftantfibiinvicemariificesope- 

concordiamf Qui germaoi ge- rumfordidoniinieAiiiteraliquo) 

' Binique fratrn indivlfo patii- ctiamcaoorxvacisinvidiatnjhil , 

moaio cam seqiMliter auntor, deniqnetainvileiCaiiivuIgaretfl, 

cujut 
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« vereign power ? What brothers, even twins, cwr 
•• enjoyed an undivided patrimony fo equally aa ywh 
** do the empire? The meaneft artifans envy one 
«' another : the muCcian is jealous of » rival vcmc© ; 
*» in fliort, there is nothing, howfoever low or vo^ 
*' gar. but what becomes a fubjedt <rf quarrels aad ' 
" diffenfiQns when fliared with others. But your 
•* immortal fogU are ejtaked above all wealth,, 
*' above all fortune, aod even above the empv^ 
« itfelf. The Rhine and the Danube, the l^ile. 
*' the Euphrates, and the Tigris, the two oceaos,, 
** the Eaftern and th» Weftero, aiid ^ the land, 
♦» rivers, and fliores contained within tbofe dif-- 
*t tant boundaries, are enjoyed by you with the 
*' fame reciprocal equanimity, as the two eyeji 
*' enjoy in commoa the light of the day. Thus 
** your mutual friendlhip doubles to you th« 
«' &le6ru;ig& 



eujiw patticipes irali|nu mnu- 
btionh ftimulii vacenc. VeHer 
veto imm 01 talis amnius omriibus 
opibus omaiciue fortune, atqve 
etian ipl^9 e^ m^or Inpperip. 
Vobii Rheaus, Sc lOet, fcNilm. 
& cum gemino Tigris Euphraie, 

& nterque Oceaous, & 

qoidquicl eft iuMr ifta temrnra, 
£[ flmninum, & litt«r«m, lam 
f^ili fUQt xquaninUate cqnv- 
munia, quantum fibi gaudent 
effecommunemoculidiem. Jta 
daplicN *obi9 divtnx patMtia 
frvfloi pictas veftra tujitw! ; & 
fuo uterque fruitur & conlbrtis 
imptiio. (^urea.illfi devidU 
accolentibiu Syriam mationibus, 
& ilia Rhscctca, & ilia Senniui- 
C4> K, tilaximiane, feceriint 
pio gaudio [riaidphantein. Iti* 
dem hie gens CaTiQnum Heri)- 
lorumqiie deleta, TranfrhenaTia 
viftoria, & domitis opprefTa 
Franc it bell a piratica, Diocle- 
titiiumvotoramcoiDpiiiem red- 



didemt. p^i4fFe iwer ipf 
Dii iinmort*l» (w* benefieia 
non poffiint : qiucquid alcenitri 
pmffatUF, ambofuQi eft. 

01l8»if (fiiqreat ccrte cuues 
hoiniAes 4dmwM<0(ie|War^ ?- 
tiam &VQ9 idem parens evlcnv; 
que mater ad iltam concoidiam. 
HfinirB ieg^s imboiileQt. Ac 
eniCB quaata hoc aft adminhl< ' 
lius vel Mlcaius, qu^d vcn o»- . 
flra, qufld p;sUa. q«dd paici- 
viflorlx feceres ftatiet I Dum 
vi[tBttbas veftris foretis, dnm 
pilcherrima inviCcM f^;^ laa- 
datit, diimaj fi)|i|i»«»f forta- 
ntc failigimn pari grsdu jeidi- 
tix, diverOnn) languinem aSeC' 
tibua mifcniflis. Non fbrtuita 
in vobis eft gerraaaiiai, fed 
cleAa. NotuDi fzpe eifdeni 
pareotibus naicn tile diftjiwlef. 
CertiSlba; fraternitatis ell ufqoe t 
ad imperium fiqilitudo. Ma- 
tntrt. GtMttk. Maxim, 
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** bldfings of the gods ; each of you .enjoys his 
•' own exploits, and.thofe of hiscoUegue. The • 
^* laurels which Dioclefian gathered in the Eaft, in 
•* Rhxtia, in Pannonia, made you, Maxitnian Au- 
** guftus, triumph with heart-felt joy ; whilfl: on 
*' the otlier hand, the deftru<ftion of the Germanic 
** nations in Gaul, the ravaging of Germany be- 
** yond the Rhine, and the ending of thewarsof 
*• the pirates, by the fubmiflion of the Fronts, 
" compleated Dioclefian's wilhes. The immortal 
** gods cannot divide their gifts between you : 
*• whatever is granted to one, becomes common to 
" both. 

*• All mankind would wonder and be aftoniflied, if 
*• even nature herftlf, by giving you both the fame 
»• origin, had infpired you with this mutual con- 
** cord. But how much more admirable, or rather 
" how much more beautiful is it, that camps, batr 
** ties, and equal vi(5tQries have made you bro- 
•* thers ? Whilft you mutually applaud each others 
" virtues, whilft you praife each others glorious 
** exploits, whilft you march with equal fteps to- 
** wards the higheft pinnacle of fortune and famo, 
** your different bloods are blended into one. Not 
** chance, but choice has made you brothers. It is 
•* but too well "known, that the children of the 
•* fame parents are often very unlike each other. 
•« To be brothers upon the throne, is being brothers 
** indeed." 

Thus it is that Mamertinus praifes the harmony The honm* 
and good underftanding between the two emperors : ?, aVe lo ' " 
and indeed be could nor, in his fltuation, make any Diociefim. 
difference between Dioclelian and Maximian. But 
though this union does ihf m both gfeat honour, it 
is eafy to perceive that the principal glory belonged 
to him who was the author and principle, of it by a 
fuperiority of wifdom, always ruling without fcem- 
ing fo to do, and fubftituting the impreffion of re^ 
ipeft in lieu of the right of compulfwn of which he 
U z had 
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^ - had divcfted himfelf. Dioclenan relied fo much 
upon this authority inherent in his perfon, that he 
was not afraid to take, not ftrlCtly two more coL- 
Jegues, but two new alTillants under the name oi 
Csfars, to whom he delegated a very great power, 
■with the aflurance of their inheriting the empire. , 
n> rtroim ' Dangers increafing, he rerolved to increafe his fupr 
" "arftn pO"^'- ^ ^^^ y^^ °f Chrift 29 1 Mamertinus exr 
A. «. i"4»- tolled the happinefs of the empire, which was no 
bnger attacked by the Barbarians bufied with de.- . 
ftroying each other. That orator even enters into 
a kind of detail upon this fubjedt. He fays that 
the Moors were diltrafted by civil wars : he make? 
the Goths fight with the Burgundians, and the Tai- 
fales with the Vandals and the Gepidi. He adc^ 
that Ormies or Hormifdas, brother to the king ctf 
Perfia, had revolted, and drawn fome Scytluan nay 
tions into his rebellion. But if the Roman empire, 
under favour of the troubles among it's enemies^ 
enjoyed tranquility, it was only tranfitory, and cf 
iB<«f. er fliort duration. By the end of that &ihe year 261, 
'^^■■"''"'' and in the beginning of the next, the fcene changed, 
and fears of domeftic as well as foreign wars alarme4 
Dioclefian's prudence. Befides CarauGus, who con- 
tinued to keep pofleflion of Britain, Achilleus affu7 
med the purple in Egypt : Africa was ravaged by 
the Quinquegencians, a people or confederacy 
mentioned in hiftory only at this time : one Julianus 
rebelled in Africa, or, according to others, in Italy; 
and laftly, the king of Perfia, having prob^ly con- 
" quered his brother, threatened to attack the Ro- 

mans in the Eaft. I do not fpeak of the German 
and Scythian nations bordering upon the Rhine and 
-Danub^i who, though weakened by their own divi- 
fions, gave, a* we (hall fee, the Romans fome. em- 
ployment. 

Ail thefe dangers were to be guarded againft at tb? 
fame time, and confequently it was neceflarily to <H- 
ftribute the forces of the ftatc under different leader*. 

It 
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Ft is highly probable that Diociefian did not think 
he could fafely truft the command of the armies to 
officers who were only generals. The accumulated ex- 
amples of the many ufurpers who had ftarted up fince 
Oallienus, terrified him without doubt. He faw that 
fcarce any one private man had of late been at the 
head of a confiderable body of troops, without 
forming extravagant hopes, and afpiring to the firft 
rank. He therefore judged, that as he jhould be 
obhged to employ for thefe different expeditions fe- 
verai armies at the fame time, it would be mod 
prudent not to give the command of them to any 
but Csefars of his own creating, in whom the affu- 
ranceof fuccecding to the throne by lawful means, 
would prevent, or at leafl; check the impulfe of an 
unjuft ambition. His choice f^ll upon Chlorus 
and Galcrius, with whom I mull make the reader 
acquainted. 

Conftantius, in ancient monuments, is called ConOintiiii 
Flavius Valerius Constamtius. Aurelius '^"°^* 
Viftor gives him the name of Julius, As to the 
furnameor Chlorus, we do, not find it authorifed 
in antiquity. This Greek wdrd, which fignifies 
pale, was probably not an epithet of his own chu- 
fing, but was given him l>y the public, and paOed 
into ufe, for the convenience of diftinguilhing him 
firom the other princes of the fame name. His pro- 
per name was Constantius : that of his femily 
Flavius. The name of Valerius came to him 
from his adoption by Maximian, who himfelf had it 
of Diociefian. 

- I have already faid that he was, by his mothsr 
Claudia, grand-nephew lo the emperor Claudius II. 
and that his fathei- Eutropius held an illuftriouS rank 
among the nation of the Dardanians in lUyricum. 
He therefore has above his cotcmporary emperors, 
moft of whom were of mean extraftion, the advan- 
tage of being nobly born. 

U 3 He 
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LaB^ni.d, .He was likewife fuperior to moft of them by. 

F"fi<:.%.es other ftiil more eftimable qyalities. He was mild, 

'^■^ moderate, humane, beloved by the foldiers, fought 

Eufi^'-vit. the hap'pinefs of his people, was regular in his 

cwjj.13.14. ipanners, and refpe£tcd vircue. He even knew 

the true God, if we believe Eufebitis, and coa- 

demned the grofs fuperftition of Polytheifm, But, 

like many of the moft enlightned philofophers, be 

probably judged it moft prudent to Keep his 

fendments to himfelf, and to aft with the vulgar. 

Arci. Via. We have no reaibn to think him much iaftru£ted 

sm"'i!" '" letters 1 though, like a great prince, he favoured 

jiaur. and protcded learning, as ftfe Ihall fee. " 

His education was quite military. He began. 
jiurii. vin. with ferving in the guards, and railed himfelf by 
degrees. He learnt the art of war under thofe great 
nfiafters, Aurelian and Probus: and whilft the for- 
mer of thefe two emperors was yet upon the throne, 
!■««.. Pa- Conftantius, already intriift.d with a confiderable 
cf>i/i.Ai>g. command, pioved how well he had profited by his 
le0bns, fmce we find the honour or a vidtoty af- 
cribed to him towards the year of Chrift 274, over 
JVC""- a German nation near Vindoniffa, now Windifch in 
Ti'iicm, Swiflerland. Under Carus, he was governor of Dal- 
matia : and we have feen that he even then fecmed 
worthy of the empite. Employed by Diocleiian to 
repel an irruption of the Sarmatians bordering up-' 
on the Cimmeri^ Bofphorus, he fucceeded to the. 
fatisfaiftlon of his prince: and foon ^cer he wat 
made Cjefar, to which promotion his merit recom- 
mended him as ftrongly as his birth. 
*^ G.ie- Nothing in the whole world could be leis like 
Sump. Conftantius, than the collegue now ^vcn him. Gar 
J2f ' ""' lerius, born in Dacia, of the loweft, parent^;e, and 
x*fl.9.ef employed from his infency in tending cattle, wa» 
pif. Hip. brutal, lavage, and blood-thirftjr, Eutropjqs praif« 
pd.vm- the regularity of his morals. .But that encomiunj 
"' feems difficult to reconcile with his intemperance iij 

fating and drinking \ which w^ fo gr«af a$ tQ ren, 
f . ^ - - ds? 
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• Act him an enormous lump of fleffi : and the equally ' 

■ violent and fhameful diftemper by which he at lail 
pcriihed mifrrably, gives room to fufpeit him of 

■ flill worfe debaucheries. 

He muft however have had fome good qualities, 
to make Dioclefian efteem him. It is allowed that 
he underftood war ■, having pafled through ' all the 
gradations of the fervice, from the ftation of a 

" common foldier to the moftittiportant employments, 
of which he acquitted himfelf with honour and fuc- 

' cefi. Belides this, he is faid to have had Ibme 

' loVe fof juftice : 3 difpofition not incompatible with 
morofcnefs of temper. If the meannefs of his ori- 

' gin was a motive which influenced Dioclefian in his 
choice ; if he looked upon Galerius as his creature, 

■ who, owing all to him, could not fail to be grate- ' 
ful ; he Was much miftaken. He found in Con- 

" ftantius, whofe birth intitled him to pretenfions to 

■ the throne, far greater fidelity and moderation, than 
in Galerius, the fon of a herdfman, and a herdfman 

■ himfelf. 

Galerius, in his inedals, takes the names of C. to4«. 
Galerius Valerius MaiEimianus. Gale- 
mtrs was his proper name. That of Valerius 
was borrowed irom Dioclefian, who adopted him. 
This fame emperor gave him the furnameof Maxi- 
MiAHus, as a warning to him t(iimitate the fide- 
lity of Maximian Herculius towanis his benefaftor. 
Somt of the vftiters of that time call him Armen- 
TARius, in altufion to his firft ttatioh of hefdfman : 
the l^n word armentum fignifying a drove of large 
. cattle. He himfelf did not ufe that name, which 
Would have remiftdcd him x^ difagrecable ideas. 

■ ' Dioclefian took every precaution iri order to at- Adoptioa 
tach tRe two intended Cjefars as ftrongly as pofliMe '^t°\Za of 
to himfelf arid his CoHegue. I have already fpoken t^« j^'j'" 
incidentally oftheir adoption. Galerius was adopt- £™«.'^ 
ed by Dioclefian, and received fi-om him the fur- sm. '"- 
nam? of Toviusj Conflantius by Maximian, who^"^^. 

-' * U 4 Ukewife'^s-'"* 
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likewife communicated to him the furname of He r- 

cuLius. New marriages cemented the ^ance. 

Conftantius and Galerius were both married ; the 

former to Helena, mother of the great Conftantin^ : 

the name of the wife of the, latter is not known. 

The emperors infifted on their repudiating thele 

-wiveSk Dioclefian gave his daughter Valeria in 

marriage to Galerius, Conftantius efpoufed I'heo- 

dora, daughter-in-law to Maximian* by aformer mar- 

- riage of the emprefs Eutropia, 

Cntmonj " All the preliminaries being fettled, the cere- 

^ibfbn?' niony of the inftallation of the Caslars was per- 

B<Mf.P'- formed on the firft of March in the year of Chrift 

^•^fi- 292. Dioclefian, having affembled the troops in a 

' -*.Jt.i«+j. place about three thoulknd paces diftantfrom Ni- 

7^ ''' comedia, pfcended an eminence, prcfented Galerius 

to the foldiery, and with their cpnlent invefted him 

Tvith the purple. It is very probable that Conftan- 

tiuis received the fame honour froni Maxlmian in 

fome 6ne of the cities of Gaul or Italy. 

The two Cxlars were decorated with all the titles 
which charafterifed the fupreme power among the 
Romans, excepting that of Augujius, wtjich re- 
inained peculiar to Dioclefian and Maximian. Th^y 
had the tribunitian power, the appellation of em- 
perors, that of fatt^rs of their country, and the 
fXfrC high-priefthood. This was a novelty. The Cxlars be* 
fitur'. fore them had not enjoyed any uich prerogatives, 
little compatible with the title tjf pripccs of the 
, youth, which was affefted to them. 
' The rank between Conftantius apd Galerius was 
not fettled according to that of thejr adoptive ia- 
. thers. Galerius, though adopted by the firft pf 
the Juguftij was only the fecpnd Cffifar. The 
pre-eminence was due to Conftantius, op ac- 
count of his nobility: and perhaps tpo he might 
. be more advanced in the fervice. The fa£t is, 
that his name is si^vfajt placed firft in al} pub^c 
pignuments. 
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There had already been a, partition, not of do- D=p»rtn»fM» - 
minions, if I am right, but of infpeition and ad- a£tk^ 
miniftration between Diockfian and Maximian. The ^ °'^- 
two Augufii made a new one of the fame nature l^. c. 7. 
with their Cielars. Dioclefian afligned to Galerius ^^- ''•^• 
for his department, lUyricum, Thrace, Macedonia, 0^.3,"' 
Greece ; and Maximian to Gjnflanttus, Gaul, Sp^n, 
and Bri^tain. -■ 

This plan was, on one hand, well calculated for '^|^JJ^^ 
the defence of all the different parts of the empire, themoitiFit. 
each of which now had it's prince in the middle of ^^"","1^ 
it, ready to prevent domeftic broils and fedicions, (^f,rL 
and to repel all foreign enemies. On the other, ic 
became a fource of civil wars ; if not immediately, 
whitft Dioclefian's wifdom and authority kept all in 
refpe£t ; at leaft in the next generation. It is true 
the fovereign power was not hereditaiy of full right 
amiong the Romans, as I have often oblerved. 
But could it be expe6ted that the Tons of Emperors 
and Casfiirs would tamely confent to take up with 
a private ftation? The event will juftify this re- 
flation. . r 

Another inconvenience arofe from this arrange- * 

menr, which has been remarked by Ladantius, and 
even by Aurclius Vi£lor. Each of thefe four princes 
"had his court, his officers, and particularly his pne- 
torian pnefedt, who had under him his vicars, ac- 
cording to Dioclefian's inftitution, diftributed in 
the diferent provinces of the general department. 
Each of thefe princes would alfo have under, hi^ 
command as many troops as the whole empire main- 
tained before, when governed, only by one chief. 
Thence enfued opprcflion of the people, increaie 
of taxes, violences, and extortions. The evil was 
ilill augumcnted by Dioclefian's fubdividing the 
provinces into linall diftri6ts. His intention pro- 
bably was to leflen the authority of the fubaltcrn 
governors, by diminifhing their departments, and 
^y fhat means to put it out of their po^ycr to re- 
bel, 
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beL Biit bfi increafed the etpences of the ftate, 
in proportion to the additional number of officers s 
and the tbufe was carried to fuch a height, that * 
- the number of perfons employed by the four princes 
both in their civil and their military adminiftra- 
rions, began to exceed that of the reft of the fub- 
jefts who were to [ay for their maintenance. 
ttrintfi of In general, Dioclefian's government is cried dowA 
"'~'*^"" I, by LatSantius as hard and tyrannical. That writer 
charges him with greedinefs to enrich the treafurf 
at the expence of the people, and to accumulate im- 
moderate hoards of money. He even pretends that 
his onjuft avarice was enforced by crueky, and that 
irequentiy the poflcffor was made away with in or- 
der to come at his eftatc. I know not whether 
Laftantius's zeal for Chriftianity may not hjvc car- 
ried him too far againft an odious perfecutor. But 
I find that Aurelius Viftor, a Fagan author, com- 
plins of the taxes introduced into Italy, which, as 
generally is the cafe, though moderate at firft, rofe 
afterwards to a pernicious height. 
Annpio ■ Laftantius blames likewife in Dioclefian the rage 
*»^ trf building, by which the city of Nicomedia, the 

ufaal place of refidence of that prince, fuffcrcd ' 
inoft. •• Here, fays our author, he built a bafiiic, 
there a. circus; in ar'Other place a mint, and elfe- . 
where an arienal. His wire muft- have a palaCe; 
his daughter another. To make room for thefe nei* 
edifices, a great part of the city was taken from k's 
inhabitants, who were obliged to wander with their 

wives 

* M^or rfTc captTit name- «p(S. Et qauit perfc^ li*c 

rtu accrpicRtiuaii qnain dan- fuetant cam inceriiu prorhn- 

tiDsi laa. ciarwn, " Nan refle h&i 

*> Hie bafllicx, hie circot, " funt, uebat : alio modo fi- 

blc mc^eta, bic armoniin &- ant." Rarfoi diroi >c mutaij 

brica, hie nxorl domai, hic jMcclTe «rai, ^uot fottafleca- 

£li». Repente magna para ci- fura. Ita femper demencafaM; 

TJutu excedicur. Migrabant Nicomediam fiudeos tubi &•»■ 

tHnnes cam conjugibus ac ti- ihz cottquare, La3. • 

berls, qiiafi orbc ab hoftibtu 
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wives and childreo, ^s if their country had been 
taken by enemies. When thcfc buildings were fi- 
ni(hed, to the ruin of the provinces ; they are not 
rightly done, faid the emperor, they muft be exe- 
cuted upon another plan. Then they were puHed 
down.an^ altered, perhaps to fall again. Such was 
the cffe6t of his madnefs in wanting to make NicO' 
media equal to Rome. 

To be convinced that La£tantius's account of Dio- D-odefiui'* 
clefian's profuflon in building is not exaggerated, RomJ* 
wc need only compare it with what we know and 
noy/ fee of his baths in the city of Rome : an im- 
mcnfc building, the vaft circumference of which, if 
it cannot without hyperbole ' be compared to the 
extent of a province, is at leaft greater than that of 
many cities^ Nardini, who was an eyc-witncfs, fays 
that thefe baths occupied the fpace on which now 
ftand the church, the monaftery, and the garden 
of the Bcrnardins ; the church, the monaftery, and 
the large garden of the Carthufians: two great 
courts and the granaries of the apoftolic chamber ■, 
H fountain called the Fountain ef the Baths, and fe- 
veral vineyards and private houfes. The truth is, 
that we muft not imagine thefe baths to have con- 
tained only buildings deftined merely for bathing. 
There were in them walks, places for bodily exer-i 
cife, and others for ftudy ; rows of trees, porticos, 
great halls, and libraries. ' The Ulpian library in 
particular was removed from Trajan's lijuare, where 
it was firft kept, to thefe baths, by Dioclefian*3 or- 
der. A prince who built fuch edifices had Ibme- 
what more in view than the bare convenitnce of th« 
public. Love of pomp and magnificence had un- 
doubtedly a great ftiare in them. 

I return to the order of faifts. Five caufes of 
uneafiocfs had determined Piociefian to create Cs-, 

fars J 

f [<tva(ra in nodBm ptvriaciamin cxUrn^- . ^^ttm. I. XFl, 
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fars : Caraufius, the king oT Perfia, the Quinquc« 
gentians, Julian an ufurper in Africa or Italy, A- 
chilUeus in Egypt. Thefc dtfierent cares buGed the 
tour princes upwards of five years, and their fuc- 
cefs was favourable on all ftdcs. Of this I am now 
to give the reader an account, fo fai as the fcanti> 
nefs of materials will permit. 
»6«Wm Maximian conquered and fubdued the Quinque- 
<^i«qi*'. gentians, whoever thofe people may have been ; for 
^>«i!.- they are quite unknown to us. There is fome room 
r^ I. to think they might belong to Mauritania * : for the 
«tt&/jr. pjuicgyrifts ijoaft greatly of Maximian's exploits 
againft the Moors about this time, and do noc fay a 
fingle word of the Quinqu^ntians : a name which 
makes only a momentary appearance in hiftory, and 
is no longer mentioned after this period. 
HcAEftniTi jj ^as likewife Maximian who delivered the em- 
fcJiwT'" pirc from the tyrant Julian. That ufurper, being 
Jw. £fit. conquered, plunged his fwcwd into his brcaft, and 
then threw himfelf alive into the flames of a fune- 
ral pile which he had, ordered to be fet on fire. 
piocMitn, Dioclefian undertook the war againft AchilUeus, 
W[^'^* ^^^ ^^ "Ot *^*'''7 " o" ^^T brilkiy, fincethat u- 
tbcCMpiaiM furper reigned fix years in Egypt. During that Jn- 
^!.^X")^"'a'> I can cite no other exploit of the Roman 
i*?i?« A- emperor, but the tranfplanting of the Carpians in- 
■f»n*tV fo Pannonia. Aurelian had already iranfported part 
^nvt, of that nation thither. Dioclefian finifhed the work : 
Ji^kK, and the Carpians, defeated by him and Galerius, fub- 
wu. mittcd, and, when fettled in the territories of the 
x,iy. empire, inftead of enemies, became fubjeifts. W& 
^I'^f' *■* ^° ^^^ ^ cafttcs built by Dioclefian in the 
xxntti country 

• Scaligtr, in hii Kvtii */- frtnglhtH tint tt^taart : the 

»v Emfthim't thrtnklt, p. i»j, w«r2r nin-«Ts\« i« G«/f, 

iacliuts It think thai tit and Qaiiiqiiegentes §r (^n- 

^H^uigtntiani -uier* ibt inba- qaegCDdaDi in Lalin, jignifj~ 

hilanti «/ Ljbiti Pintaptlilana. ing a/iit fire citict ^r ^ir 

^k* fimiUtuit Bf HAmti maj tioDi, . ^ 
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Country of' the Sarmatians, over againft the cities of 7°"- •'"A 
Acincum and Bononia in Pannonia. ^^; ' " 

- In the year of Ghrift 296, this prince marched ^ ^ ,^. , 
againft the ufurper of E^pt, conquered him in am^L vta. 
battle with much difficulty, and reduced him to the fScfaw*.' 
necclfity of fhutting himfelf up in Alexandria, where 
he bcfiegcd him. The ficge lafted eight months : 
at the end of which Achillxus was taken and killed 
with the principal accomplices of his rebellion. This 
juft punilhment of the guilty was but the prelude 
of inexcufable cruelties. The conqueror revenged 
himfelf upon the people. He gave Alexandria up 
to be plundered, if we believe Orofius: and vcOif.rn. 
may believe him, fince it is certain from the tefti- *** 
mony of Eutropius, a Ft^an author, that Dioclc- 
fian dcfolated ail Egypt by murders and prolcrip- 
tions. However, he made fome regulations for 
that country, of which experience and practice, 
proved the utility. 

I (hould fcarcely notice here, what an hiftorian of 7». -**'«'• 
the middle age tells us very gravely, if it were not '^' *'*''' 
for this reafon : that it is right to preferve the re- 
membrance of the vulgar errors that have reigned' 
among men. That writer relates that Dioclefian or- 
dered &n€t fearch to be made after the books of 
the ancient Egyptians concerning Alchymy, and 
that he burnt them, for fear the fecret of making 
gold, and the facility of growing rich by that means» 
uiould induce Egypt 10 renew -it's rebellion?. It is 
well known now what ought to be thought-of that 
deceitfiil art, boafted of by quacks and Iharpers, 
and adopted by dupcsj who have too often thrown 
away real fortunes, in purfuit of empty fmoke. 

M. de Tillemont, with great probability, refers tp 
this expedition of Dioclefian, the ruin ot the cities 
Bu&ris and Coptos, which, according to Eufebius's 
chronicle, having revolted from the Romans about, 
this time, were taken and levelled with the ground, 
^efe two cities, though tacked together by the 
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ancient author, were very far afunder, Bufiris being' 
in the Delta, and Coptos in Thebais. 
ifcdwidDM It is certain that Diocletian vifited the frontiers of 
^T^w Egypt towards the South, and thw he took, in or- 
^!!IIu'bi" der to fecurc their tranquility, mcafures fuited to 
fciSd.« **" genius, more inclined to confult prudence, than. 
mboTc Ell- to covet glory, Confidering that the extent of the 
;^2^i,^ country which the Romans poffcffed above Elephan- 
r,wp. it ' tinum on the Nile, as much as could be travelled 
j^'"/-'- over infeven days, was rather burdenfome than ufe- 
fol to them, and that the revenue they received 
from it was not fufficient to defray the expcnce of 
their garrifons in thofe parts, he abandoned that 
diftrift of feven days journey to the Nobatcs, a peo- 
ple who inhabited the deferts of Oafis \ and at the 
feme time that he made them a prefent of that 
country, much richer and more fruitful than their 
own, he charged them with the care of defending it 
againft' the Blemmyes, and of flopping their trou- 
blefome inroads. He alfo agreed to purchafe peace 
of them both by a penfion, which was ftill paid in 
Juftinian's time : but without any great advantage; 
nothing but force of arms being able to curb the 
avidity of the Barbarians, 
^■"^ft Conftantine accompanied Dioclefian In the war in 
n'fc.* Egypt, and there fignalized his infent valour by fe- . 
^'"■'^"A veral fine adions. He mull then have been in his 
twenty-third year ; for there is reafon to think that he 
Was born in the year of Chrift 2741 and the year 
296, as I obferved before, was probably that in 
which Dioclefian conquered Achillxus. That em- 
peror had taken him as an hoftage, when he made 
his father Conftantius Chlorus Ciefar : and we do 
rior find that Conftantine was ever much abfent 
from Dioclefian after that time, unlefs it was to fol- 
Jow Galerius in his expedition, either upon the Da- 
' nube, or againft the Perfians : fo that this prince, 
deftined by providence to become the proteiflor of 
Chriftianiiy, Ipent his whole youth under the immfl^ 

diate 
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4Ute gqveroinent of the grcateft enemtea to the' 
Chriftian nam?. ' 

- He -was htytn « Naiflus, a city of Moefia, but 7;Sf^ mt. 
anciently attributed to- tbe nation oi the Dardanians, \^ "^^ 
froni which his paternal anccftors derived their ori- 
gin. His mother was Helena, whofe marriage with 
Conftantjus Chlorus feme, even Chriftian, authors 
have dilputed, and confequentiy have rendered the 
legitimacy of Conftantine's birch doubtful. But 
ifi reality, this opinion feems to have had no other 
foundation than Helena's being of greatly inferiw 
rank to her hufband ♦. That excepted, every thing 
Confpires to make us loc^ upon her as united ta 
Conftantius by a lawful alliaace : the title of wife. 
which is given her by feveral writers ; the dilHn£tioa 
which Conilaritine always enjoyed at Dtocicllan's ~ ' 

qoutt, where he held the firft rank next to the em- 
|}«Qr; the very cireumftvtce of his being an holtage,- 
which fuppofcs him to have been dear to his father, 
;^ a fon deftined to fucceed him ; and the great en- 
coffiiums given by psncgyrifts to the * chaftity of 
Conftantius, whom his fon is praifed for having iroi- 
^ti^di in preventing by a lawful engagement the 
dangers to which his youth and exalted ftation. 
ipight have expofed his virtue, and in conftantly re- 
ading the iacred laws of marriage : all thefe rcaibns 
determine ua to follow the icattmcm which is moft 
honourable 



• J/ Jmhreft fejt that Ht- ' Qpo cnim magis continen- 

itia ktpi an inn, lubert C#«- tiam palfis sequare poftuiGi 

\fiamlim firfi ticmmi mtfaaiwJ (tit erattr adirrffi» himjri/ia 

<mtb itr. Thii ii a n/ptaabii CimfiaMliwf) qiulm qudd cc ab 

•ttikntfa: hutbtuibf anlj »w*. ipGo fiM puencwjIIJco matrU 

1/ ihii faa had bim inrwH mowi Icgibus tradidifti. ut 

ta Zajhrni, ijihe ii a dtdarti primoiDgieffuadolefctDtije for- 

Mfjitf to Cotifiantmt, ttnd «uiff marea anJmum maritalem, ni- 

Jalif callt him « ka^rd, »«d hil de »agis cspWiiatiUM, nihil 

4i'i Mfthtr a tvanan ef iittlt de concefis scati folupiatibuir 

wrta€^ ht lUBuld nsl haiM fail- in boc faqrum peflus adiuit- 

»m» 'oakt u/i ef ii. - leresi i'«a#f . A&*te. tf Cm/. 
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honourable for Conftantijie* and to confider him at' 
the l^dmate Ton of Conftantius Chlorus. 
o^Ziit '^'"^ young prinrt (hewed in his early years what 
•r(.4. * he would one day be. Joining the advant^s of- 
the body to the exalted qualities c^ the mind, he 
was tall, well made, brave, even fo as to add to the 
common hazards of war thofe of fingle combats 
with the boldeft enemies, generous, magnanimous, 
wife in his private conduft, and a ftranger to all paf- 
fions but chat of fupporting the ^lend<H' of his 
name, and of rendering himfelf worthy of the gran- 
deur to which his birth intitled him. His i^therwas 
a great example to himj .Confhntius's exploits,- 
which I Ihall relate^ furfofling by far all that we' 
know of thofe of Dioclefian and Maximian. 
OmiiMtiai . This prince had Gaul for his department, and 
^"^ confequenily two enemies to engage j CarauQus.on 
caraafiiu, Qnc hand, who had ufurped Britain and the title of 
^^^^ Augudus ; and on the other the German nations or 
tiieeitjof Franks, who, favoured and afliftcd by the fame 
""*°<^ Caraulius, had fiezed upon the country of the Bata- 

vians. 
Xnw- fo- Caraufius pofiefled the city of Boulogne upon the 
^^^-"■QoaA of Gaul, and Conftantius judged it moft ad- 
cv«> vifeable to begin with taking that place from him» , 
'^'' in order to confine lum entirely to his ifland. The 
better to fixure the fuccefs of this enterprize, he' 
ufcd great di^atch, fetting out the moment he waa 
appointed Cselar, and arriving before Boulogne when 
he was leaft cxpefted, He befieged the place by ' 
land : and at the fame time Ihut up the niouth <^ 
it's harbour by driving piles a-crofs it, fo that no 
fhip could pais with fuccours of any kind from Ca-- 
raufius. By this means the city was foon obliged to 
furrender ; and by an event which favours of the 
marvellous, though our fathers law the tame tl^i^ 
happen at the taking of Rochelle ; the ftockade* 
which had refifted the waves as long as the city hcM 
put, was broken down by the fca as foon as Con- 
ftantius' 
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ftantius became maflEf of the t>lace. Thofe who 
fubmitted to him had no caufe to repent. He re- 
duced them by forcci and prefcrved them by his 
goodnefs. 

In order to attack Caraurius in hu illandj a fleet HenMni' 
■was neceflary, and Conftantiys had none. Whilft*'^^*. 
^ps were building for him) he did not remain idlcj nuu, wUcb 
but turned his efforts towards his fecoiid objei^, the^^^^j 
country of the Batavians. The orator Eumeniiisthemiy"* 
gives us here an elegant defcription of that fin- oi^Mto 
ffularland, which in thofe days feemed litde like-'<"'^^> 
ly ever to be filled with flourifhing cities, or to be* ptull^^ 
come the mart of the -univerfe. " » This coun- '"'"''S^* 
'* try, iays he, is not, if I may be allowed the ex-'*""' 
'* predion, land. It is fo penetrated and foaked 
'* with water, that not only it's vifibly boggy parts 
•* give way under the foot, which finks in j but even 
** thofe places which feem fomewhat firmer, fliake 
" and tremble when trod on, and the wide extend- 
" ing agitation proves that only a thin light cruft 
•* covers vaft bodies of water." 

War was difficult in fuch a country^ and the 
more fo as the Barbarians had great fdrelh near 
them, to retreat to in cafe of need. Conftantius 
lurmounted every obfbicle, and not only delivered 
and re-conquered the country which the Franks had 
leized, but forced thofe haughty enemies to lay 
down their arms and fubmit to fuch tertns as -he 
thought proper to grant them. He tranfported 
their whole nation, men, >women, and children, in- 
to the diftri£ts of Gaul which they had formerly 
l^d wafte, that what had been rendered defart and 
Uncultivated through their ravages, might alfo, by 

Vol. IX* X their' 

■ nU legio ..... peoS, at (i veftigianri, fed ctlam; nbi vi- 

cam v«ibi periculo Io^dit, ter- detar paolb firmior, pedum pul- 

ta DM c£. tu pemtni aqua fu teniats quaiiatur, & (tatue 

itobiita peraiadait, at noa fo- fe prbcul moia pondiu tsfleiui' 

lira qosB mMufefte paluftru cfl .... Sobjacentibus ianaut, ti 

iviK id ntxum, St maiiu pref- fufpcDfa late vscillai. 
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their means, be rcpcoplcd and reftored to itf s for- 
mer fertility. 

The orator Eumctims excrcifes his. eloquence up- 
on tliis fine tppic, *' » We may now, fays he, lord 
*' it over thofe who formerly made us tremble, and 
« ztCign triumphal honours even to our provinces. 
" The Caue and the Frifon till the ground for roc : 
** the plunderer and the robber, now fixed in a 

■ " fettled abode, drives the plough and labours in 
" the field : he fupplies my markets with cattle 
" of his own feeding, and the Barbarian, turned 
" hufbandman, procures me- plenty, and lowers the 
" pride of j)roviRons. If the orders of our princes 
'* bid him refume for our defence thofe arms which 
" he fo often ufcd againft us, he thinks himfcJf 
" happy." 

The panegyrift docs not fay here in what parts oT 

■ Gatil thefe colonies of captive Franks were fettled. 
Onty* at the end of the fame difcourfe, he names 
the territories of Amiens, Beauvais, Troycs, and 
l^ngres, as re-peopled by fwarms of traniplanted 
Barbarians; But as bcfides the tranfmigration now 
fboken of, another was executed fome years after by 
Conftantius, as we Ihall have occafion to obkrve, 
we cannot diftingiiilh what belongs pardcularly to 

- each of thcfe two fimilar operations. 
y'naa.orj. Wc fay the fame of the caftlcs which Conftantius 
built, according to his grandfon Julian the apoftate, 
upon the frontiers, andeven in the middle of the 
barbarous parts of Germany. It is a precaution 
which he may have taken ip rither of his two «pe- 
ditions againft the Franks. 

The 



' InMtare. Hercale, com- dusoperatur, ftfrequentataan- 

muni GatlUrnm nomine libet, dinas meaa pecore venali, tt 

&, vfloA pace veftra loquar, Caltar Barbaras laxatanncniaiD. 

ipfu triumphuni affigrare Pro- Quin etiam, G ad deieflom »o- 

winciis. Arat ergo none mihr cetur, accurrit, & obfeqain te- 

Caifcus ii Friiius ; Sc ille vagus, ritur. & tcrgo coercetnr, & fei- 

iile priedaUr, exerci[io fqualj- vire fe milttix gratulatur. 
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"tht firft of them muft have taken him up at 
leaft three years, fince it filled the whole in^rval 
between the t^ing of' Boulogne in the year of 
Chrifl: 292^ and his carrying the war into Britain 
in 296. It is probably to this time that we oiight 
to refer the exploits which Eumenius fpeaks of in 
the. beginning of his panegyric of Conftantius: a . - 
Barbanan king taken in a fnare of his own laying, 
tind nlade pnfoner ; al! Germany laid wafte from 
the bridge over the Rhine at Cologne, to the Da- 
nube : and it is alfo in this fame interval that we 
placft} after M. de Tillemont, the care which this 
equally good and warlike prince bellowed upon the 
re-eftablifiiment of the city of Aunui. 

I have already faid that this city fuffered greatly ite^oit- 
frpm the firft revolt of the Baugaudes : that, faith- Jt'dT^^.f 
fu! to her lawful matters, She fuftained a fiegc of fc- fchooi of 
*en iftoiiths 1 and that after fupplicating in vain the j^'^jy, 
afSftance of Claudius II. theh bufied with the war &pnfiiA 
againft the Goths, Ihe was at laft forced to open her '''• 
gates to the rebels, who treated her like a city ta- 
ken by ftorm. From that fatal time (he had re- 
m^ried during twenty-five years in a ftate of defola- 
tion, her buildings, both public and private, either 
totally deftroyed or greatly damaged, her fields 
negle&cd and in general uncultivated, and the whole 
country round about reduced to extreme poverty. '. 
Conttantiusi without doubt, thought his family in 
fomc mcafure obliged, out of gratitude, to fliew kind- 
nefs to a city which had behaved with fuch extraor- 
dinary fidelity to his great uncle Claudius IL and to 
■which that fidelity had coft fo dear. He fpared neither 
expence not paifts to repair it's misfortunes, giving 
confiderable fums to pay the debts of the city, and 
rebuild it's temples, baths, and houfes, and repeo- 
pling it by inviting thither all forts of artifts and 
workmen frran the neighbouring provinces. He 
alfo made it the winter quarters of fome of the legi- 
ons, in order to bring money into the country, and 
X 2 ' « 
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at the fame time labourers for the pubfic works, 

particularly aquedufts, built there By his order : 

and'laftly, he reftored to it the ftudy of letters, of 

which he knew the value, though his military life 

had not permitted him to make any great pencHial 

progrefs in learning. 

The fchool of Autun was famous even in remote 

s« *v. U. ahtiquity. Under Tiberius, the rebel Sacrow 

f- *'3- found t^ere, according to Tacitus, the whole flower 

oFthd ybiing nobility of Gaul aflcmblcd to ftudy the 

fine arts, ahd made them hoftages for the fidelity of 

Hift. v»v. their parents. This indifputable fa6t may authorize 

t^'''Jis- ^° ^ certain degree the tradition of the coUfttry, 

s, that before the Romans entered Gaul, 

s educated the youth of that country at 

nd had a houfe there upon an eminence to 

;alled Mont-Dru, which is as much as 

Mount of the Druids. In this cafe Augu- 

KU^ijS- lot, as 1 faid in his reign, the inftitutor, 

but only the. rcftorer and benefaftor of the fchool 

of Autun. 

It cannot be expected that we Ihould give an hifto- 
rical account of the progrels of this fchool, for which, 
even if this were a proper place for that detail, we have 
abfolutely no materials. We meet with a great chafm 
from the time of Tiberius to the grandfather of the 
rhetorician EUmenius, a native of Athens, who, af- 
ter having taught with reputation at Rome, fettled 
At Autun, and there publicly profeffed rhetoric 'till 
^™^- r* he was upwards of eighty years old. The fame 
jr. ■'"■*""'■ Eumtnius Cites the profeflbr Glaucus, bis cotempo- 
rary, but farther advanced in years, who, he fays, 
though not born an '' Athenian, might have pa&d 
for one by his elocution. Eumenius himfclf, bom 
at Autun, taught eloquence for fome time in Ws 
native country, and afterwards had an employment 
which obliged him to attend the palace and the 
prince< 



^ Non civlutc Altlcumi fed eloquia. 
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prince. He was. ftiled Mtmaria magtfier^ or tlntf 
Raiumbranctr. Conftantius, refolving to revive 
the fplendgr of literacure in the, city of Autun, 
thought no one fitter than Eumeiiius to lecond him 
in that defi^, and therefore defired him to refume ' 
the prtrfefforfliip at the fame time that ht held 
his. office in the palace. His letter to him on this 
occafioQ deferves to be inferted here. It bears, in 
the beginning, the names of the two emperors and 
two Ctefars, like all other afts that were paffed 
tbroughout the whole extent of the empire : but no 
doubt can be made of it's being Written by Cbnftan- 
tius, in whofe. department Gaul was. It runs as 
fbjlows. 

*' Ourfaithfiil fubjefts the Gauls deferve riiat wo 
** Ibould intereft ourielves in the educauon of their - 
'* children, who are infliuft^ at Autun in learning 
'* and morality. » How can we better reward their 
" ze^v thanb^^ procuripg them an advantage which 
**■ fortune can .neither give nor take away P To this ' 
*' end, as the fchool wlure they are br(»ight up \% 
" now withaut a head, we h^«e judged that the va- 
*' cant .place cannot be more worthily filled' up than 
** by you, Eumenius, whb'bawe ^ven proofs of' 
*' wcommon leloquence, and whofe pr(^iiy is well 
*■'■ known. to us by the manner iti which you dif-' 
'* charge the functions. of. your office about oqr 
*' perion. 

" We ''. therefore, continuing to you the honours 

" 3nd preroeatives of the rank you now enjoy, exhort 

" yQU,to.j^mc the o^orial profeflion. You are 

X 3 ■ « not 



■ Q^M aliud f rxmluoi his ^uam non ignorv ikm ad p;;illi- 

quaiD illud conferre debema*} namgtoriamrefonnare, ad vicz 

qood nee dare poteft nee etipere meltorU ftudiam adolefcendmn 

fortuna ? . cxcdas.ineDtea ; nee puU9 hoc 

k Salvo Igitur privilegio dig- , maaeie ante partis aliqiiid tuis . 

nitatb Xas, hortamuT uc pro- honoribua deroga^, quum ho- 

fff^onen) pratoriam recipias,. nefta profeSo onet pociits oin- 

atquc in fupradi£U ^(viiate, npfo^ quaia d^fttwat oigQitateii^.. 
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f* Dbt ignorant of our intentipti tq reyive the a(icN 
^^ tut glory of the chy of Autun. Affift us therc- 
'*, in, by inf[Hring it's jraiuch with the love o£ vtrfao 
** through the channel of fciencc; and flo not think 
^'- .you will any way degrade yourfdf by accepdngj 
" the employment we oflrer youj fince fo honour- 
*' able an occupation muft ratter add luftre to^ 
** ^than in the leaft take from, -any dignity what- 
" ever. And that you may judge of our fmgular 
'* efteem for your merit, we affign you a falary of 
• £3300. »t iix hundred* thoqiand fcfterccs, farewell ou^ 
•* dear E^iinemus." 

I fee nothing more worthy of notice ip this letter, 
than the prince's particular attention to make virtue ■ 
t-hc eqd of' all khowlcdgE. This Was alio £ume= 
6tas*s ^y of thinking^, as appears fiotn/hisdecla-r 
ri|^ "thit he looked Ufxm- learning' as the founds- ' 
cion pf, .temperance, modefty^ vigilance, and pati- 
ence. ' ^ When thcfc h^py difpoficions,' fays he^ 
^' have, become habituai in youth, they^icid their ' 
*^ frutrdtfriog all the reft of life; and «very.focia^ 
**. office, nsy evdn the prafdOion of arms, benriing- 
!^ ly to little iiiitable to the mules, are (hereDy . 
•• much lietter pcrforined " 

Thofe wffre not finefpeeches tmly in the oiputh 

f)f t^is orator, an4 contradiifted b^ his perlbnal coDt 

du£t. Eumenius devoted to the r^buildtng of the 

fchools of the Autun, ruined by the calamities of 

war, the fix hundred thoufiuid fefterces aUowed hhn 

for his falaiy : and thoc was the ot^e^t of the fpeech 

. from which I have taken the greatcft pait oif what I 

tvive fud upon this fubjeft. 

Sc«"i, . Autun, was not the only city that expefienccd the 

irf^"iM liberalities and good ^yemmei^t pf the princes whQ 

wcrp, 

< . . . . LitMnu oaintnin tart- tenera ipttte vnerant, omnia 

damenbi elTc virtutum, ntpote dejnceps officii viue, ic ipb 

contineiKis, tnoddtiie, Tigilan* qua: divcrliffiina Tidentor mill- ' 

ti«, pawDliK'magiftraa. Qua:, tin atqoe caftrqriim inunta con< 

uaivcrb^nmnuconfuenidipein Tdefcunt. 
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srerc at the bead of the empire. If Eamenius's ex- '*"''* 
prelBoiu be not exaggerated, cities ro& on all Tides ',h:''»bnte 
Irom their ruins, particularly in the frontier pro-""?"'^''" 
vincei, and afier having been almoll covered with""^"' 
briars, and converted into recept?.cles for wild 

vbeafts, recovered jX. once their fptendor, rebuilt their 
waits, and were repet^led by their former inha- 
bitants. 

Conftamius, as I iaid before, bad been obliged ^■j"* 
during three years to think oS quite other thir^ A.\\tUai, 
than- attacking and reconqoering Britain. In the "Jl"'""''" 
b^tnning of this interval a revolution happened innunJ^" 

•chat iHano,- which might have fiimiflied him with a^j^^*. 
^vourable opportunity, had he been at liberty to«^.(>^/ 
improve it. The ufurpcr Cu^ufius had a minifl:er^{; 
named Atledus, in whom he trufted, and who go- JLr</.m 

' vemed every thing in his name. But am<»ig the 
wicked there can' be no feithful fodety. Alleftus, 
having committed feveral crimes for wliich he feared 

'beibg puniQied, c(»ifpired agxinft Caraufius, killed 
him, ufurped the title and. power of Auguftus, and 

' mainQined' himfelf \a. the p<^eflion of Brtcun for 
three years. CarauStis had reigned there upwards 
<rf' fix. 

It was a fiiame for the -Empire, that Britain Ihould ^^^ 
have remained thus difinembered from it during ten upon him. 
years, and that a new tynuit, fuccecding the former, ^^"^ 
fhould enjc^ lux ufurpauon as peaceably as if -it had ""^ i^<ii'<9. 
been a lawful inheritance. At length Conftantius.j^it^u'^ 
.having his armament ready, prepared to avenge the e>-')"<^i'> 
glory of the Roman name. Maximian fecondcd ^^|^ 
hith dtenin, by marching to the Rhine, though 
only with a fmall number of troops, the terror 'of 
-tiis name being fufficient \o keep die Barbarians' in 
»we, to prevent the Germans and Franks frorn 
t>reaking into Gaul, which ould not but be left; 
fomewhat dcfoKelefs during the expedition againft 
Aticftus. 

X 4 . Conftantius 
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Conftantius had built and equipped two fleets^ 
pne upen tfai coa& of Bouk^;De, the other at ths 
mouth of thB Seme, thereby thKacemag the enemy 
with a douUe attack, whiph obliged htm to divide 
his forces } as he ooold not teU exactly where 3 de- 
fcent might be made. ConflanQu& put himiclf mt 
the head of the fleet at Boulogne, and gave die 
command of the other to his prsnorian pneifeA Af- 
dcjModotus, an EXceUeot wianior, bred undor Pro- 
bus and Au:%iian. AUe£bjs arrimged his t^an of 
defence in confequence of that of the attack, fta- 
tioniflg a-, fleet at the ifle of Wight to obferve A£- 
clcpiodotus's motions and interce[tf his pafloge, 
wtulft he bimielf kq>t upon the cosft of Kent, ready 
ta o[^fe Conftantius. 

It IS very difficult to form an biitoncal account 
from a merely ocatorial Danative : and ^ot that Js 
. what I am now reduced to : for I hmc no other 
^idehere than the panegyrift Eumeniu*.. Aft^ 
carefully ihidying my original, this, I-di^ is 
what may be colledted from ic 

CooftantiHs put to fea firft, lending nocice of hts 
deptrcure to.Alclepiodotus, whofefokiien, the mo- 
ment they heard ic, grew fo impatient to £ul like- 
wife, that, though the fca ran very high and (here 
were many i^gnt of an impending ftorm, they forced 
fheif commi^krs immcdiairly to weigh:anchor, A 
thick &g prevented their being feen by AUedhw's 
fleet off tbe.ille of Wight, and-thcy landed without 
any oppofition on thp Britilh fliwe, where they 
fuu-nt their fliips, refolving to conquer or die. 

Conftandus, though lu$ paflage was much flior- 
ter, did .not land fo foon. Whether the fleet c<«n- 
tnanded^ by AUe^his in perfon uppn the coaft of 
Kent Jiisdered his arrival, or whether the weuher 
kept him fome time upon the coiUt of Gaul, or 
whether he miifcd his way, it is certain that he did 
not force his paflage : but his enemy left it open tq 
|iim : fof as Iooq as Alleys was informed of A£-! 
' '"* clcpiodotus'^ 
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(itpiodotus's landing, tie haftened to the place 
•nmst the danger feemed- ffCMc^, and by that means 
Cooftaniius dileinbarked bis troops with cafe, ami 
w»s received as a dcltvncr by the natives of the 
country, who, ' treated by Alle^tus with as much 
cniclty and iofd^ce as they bad fufiered from Ca- 
rauftus, iQDgpl to Ibake 9S the tyrannical yoke uq-?. 
der wlUch they had groaned ten years. 

Alkdus was in fuch a hurry to fight AfclepOf 
dotus, chat he did not take (inie to coUedt all hU 
forces. He made no ufe of th^ Roman troops un- 
der his-comeiand : perhaps bec;iule he thought he 
fSfild pot fafcly truft them, apd 4f^rehended their 
giwiig. QVM' to their lawful prince, whom they faMf 
a^ually in a condition to make himfetf bej-efpe^ed 
in the iHand. . Certain it is that AUedus led to the 
bat^none but the Ronian auxiliaries, who, having 
been the firft authors of the rebeUion, could ezped; 
no quartcr,and lame bodiesof Gemoaas and Franks 
th^t yfft^ in his pay. His army was eafily broken 
and defeated. He himlHf flecU aad, the better to 
fecate his flight, quitted the imptrial ornaments ; 
but he was overtaken and killed, without being 
,k^ow^ at- kiift 'till after his death. What ren- 
flaed (be fucceTt of this event by lb much the 
-XQore fortunate, was, that as AlieS:us*s troc^ con* 
Cfted chieBy of Barbarians, the vi^ry cc^ very 
little Ronian blood; and a. civil, war was. mded 
without the ftate's lofing hardly a citizen. 

Aile&us's army was however not entirely de- 
flroyed in the battle. . A body of Franks efcaped 
and reached London, which they were preparing to 
plunder, in hopes of embarking afterwards in the 
Thanxs, and returning to thar own country with 
ji.rich booty, when an accident faved that city. 
&veral of Con^ntius's fhips, having mi^ their 
^y, were driven by the winds and waves into the 
^bam^s, and arrived at London juft as the Franks 
j^gan to dijpofe j^ order to plundff. The Ro- 

" ' ?nans, 
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mans, falling upon thef^ Barbarians, mtde dreadful 
havock of ihcm, and by that means not only faved 
the city from being ranfacked, but afExded her dhe 
double fatisfadton of feeing her old enemies {u- 
nifhed. 

Conftanttus's remaining thus conqueror and maf- 
tir of Britain, without fighting at aU in perlbn, 
has made Eutropius afcribe the honour of the *e- 
du^tion of the iOand to Afcleptodocus, who was no 
more than the prince's lieutenant, -buc who indeed 
gaitied the only battle vriuch decided the war. 

The fubmiffion of Briuin after a rebellion of ten 
years, though in.itfelfa very important objedt, was 
hawevcr not the principal fruit of this viftory. Tho 

treat advantage reiiilting from it was the re-efta- . 
iifhment of the naval glory of the empire, and the 
fjlfety of navigation. For it was chiefly by dieir 
mantlme power that Camudus and AUe&us had 
tendered themfelvcs formidable, and their allies oi- 
mercenaries were the Frank and Saxon pirates, who 
over-ran not only the Channel and the GalHc aanA 
Freiich fcas, but (retjuently penetrated, as we have 
fcen; into the Mediterranean, and infefted the coaAs 
of Italy and Africa. By the deieat of Allefius, 
the fcas were cleared of thefe robbers, who did 
not dare tq ftiew themftlyes agwn for a lon^ 
time. 
SkS"1^" '^<^"*^"""^» «rild and merciful^ m«dc a noble 
w« afc of ufe of his viftory. Far from confounding die op- 
^' "^^j ."prefled people with their tyrannical oppr^fors, hfi 
fp-'ig. ' ftydied how to comfort them after thtir long M- 
Jj'"- 'ferings. Thofo who had beifn unjulUy deprived 
of their eftates, were rrftored to tifiem, order and 
the laws were reeftabliflied, and Britain filt no 
other alteration by her prefent change of mafter, 
than the recovering of her happinels. Even the 
guilty and'thofe who had afibctated widi the rebels, 
Experienced the CQn<^ucrQr's gencrofity. He grant- 

«4 
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fd chem a gener^ pardon, 2nd only defired that 
they fhould fcpeAt. 

It is obferved chat he fcnt a recruit of workmen 
ftom Britain, to Aatun, to help to rebuild that 
city, whofe edifices he was then retloring. 

According to M. de Tillemonc, the reduftion ofA.it. 104^, 
^itain (hould be placed* under the year of Chnft 
296* 

This was the greateft exploit by which Conftan- other «.- 
tius diftinguifhcd himfelf, tliough he did not re- f'?" ^^ 
main inadive during the following years. We find >^Llatu 
that he purfued quire into their own country,*^™'"* 
that is to fay, probably beyond the Ems and even 
the Wcfer, the Franks whom he had conquered both 
in the coar,'ry of the Batavians and in Britain. He 
took great numbers of them prifoners, and fettled 
them, with others of their countrymen before fpoken 
of;' in thofc parts of Gaul which they had ruined by 
their ravages. 

I fhall mention here another, though by fome 
yiars pofterior, feat of arms atchieved by Conftan- 
this. The Alamanni had advanced into the very 
neighbourhood of the city of Langres. Conftan- 1»*»- ^ 
tlus was furpKfcd, and venturing a battle with only "^' 
an handitil of m<n, narrowly elcaped a very great 
pcrfonal danger. . Being obliged to retreat towards 
the city, he found it's gates fhut, and was obliged 
fo be drawn up over the walls with ropes. But he 
ibon ahered the face of things. The troops he 
had fenr for, dpubtlels . upon the approach of the 
Barbarians, arriving ab6ut five hours after the bat-, . 
tie, Conftaotius'f^ied out with them upon the' ene- 
mies who thought themfelves Completely conque- 
iprs, cut them Co' pieces, and killed, according; to 
what • feems moft Credible, fix thoufand of their 
men. Eutropius ' and Zonaras enlarge this number 
firodigtoudy, Hiding the (lain on the fide of the ' 
Alamanni amount to fixty thoufand. Thus Conr, 
ftantius ■^as bqth copqwif?ed and cpnqucror in the 
■' fpace 



^cbv Google 



ff^ HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

fpace of fix Iioure. Befides the danger he ran of 

being taken prifoner, he is iaid to have been wounti-r 

j.Xiioix.ed in one of the two engagements. This mietno-r 

rable adion is placed by M. de Tillemonc under tho 

year of Chrift 301. 

x-MH. pf The panegyri|l cites ajfo a viflory gwned by ^hia 

■g.CMj». pj.if,(.g about the fame time over the Barbarians near 

Windifch, a place already rendered famous by »n._ 

e:(ploit of his of which we have fpoken elfewhere. 

As the fcarcity of materials relative to thefe rimes 

gives a value to the few that we have, I caanot;^ 

. omi|: here one more faft, though lefs important, 

which is furnilhed us by the iame orator Eumenius. 

He relates, that an immenfe multitude of Germain 

' ' having palTed the Rhine at a time whea it wa^ 

frozen over, (lopped in an ifUnd in the middle of 

that river, where, a fudden thaw cgming onbcfiare 

they, could poffibly r^trc^f, they were forced to fur-i^ 

render at difcretion. 

MifintfiDf is all th^^t the mdnumeBts, of antiquity a£- 

^°"'f'"". f^ ^'^^ '■^£41''^ ^° Conftantius*s military glory, 

*ern™M. B dcfcrves ftilL tnuch higher eftfem for hU 

^Si^tf* S ^» ^^^ mildnefs of his gpvernment, andnJs 

it. p care of the happin^fs of his people. Eule- 

^/'uf*. i* ' prfiler^^d an inftaiice of this, well worthy 

t(, „ membered. 

Ccmftantius, for fear of diftrefling his' provinces, 
levied lb few taxes upon thein, that his treafury was 
etppty. Diockfian, whofe palTion always was to 
hoard up money, and who retained upon the throne 
the fame narrowncfs of mind in that refpeft as whea 
his fituation was quite , obfcure and his circum- 
ftances very narrow, blamed Conftantiys'scondu^ 
and fent fome of, his, courtiers to repref?nt tQ him. 
that a prince ought by no means tq be poor, and 
that by negleifting his finances ht; riegletfted tlie 
public good. Conftantius made no reply to thi^ 
remonftrance; but defiring Dioclefian's deputies.^ 
^ay fome time v^ itfi )^xn^ ne i^nc fqr the richefl \^ 
twbi^qq 
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habitants of .all the provinces in his department, 
and told thepi that he wanted money, and IhouM 
be glad if they would fliew their atcachmeni to 
him by a voluntary gift. The prince's propofal 
was received with joy; his fubjeds eagerly em- 
bracing an Opportunity they had long wifhed for 
of proving their aficftion. They vied with eadv 
other which fhould be foremolt in bringing him 
goldi GivtTi and other valuable effects ; and while 
they ftrjpped themfelvcs trf" all that is held deareft 
by the generality of men, fcrenity and fatisfaiKon 
were painted in their looks. Conftantius's treafury 
being by this means foon filled, he fent for Dio- 
clefian's envoys, and fliewed them the heap of 
riches, charging <hem to tell the emperor what they 
had feen, and at the fame time adding^ ' that he 
had juft collefted tc^ether tbc^e things which had 
long been hb. ** I left them, faid he, in the keep- 
•* ing of their pofleffors, who, as you fee, have been 
" ftith&l to tlieir truft." The deputies returned 
All! of admiration : and ConlbuitiuSj fure of finding 
a refource always ready in the hearts of his fubjefts, 
made every one take back what he had brought. 

Of the five objeds which I mentioned as the mo- 
tives of Dioclefian'g refolution to create Cjefars, I 
have expatuted upon four. The fifth, whi(£h I am 
now to fpeak of, was the war againft the Periians, 
conducted and glorioufly ended by Galerius. 

Though no downright ai^ of hoftility had paf- G>|«7<n 
fed belweea the Romans and the Perfians Imce '"'''" "■: 
Carus's exploits in the Eaftj. yet the two empires k^eiVn- 
were perpetually rivals. Befides »mbition, trf which fi*- ■"'«*'" 
both fides feem to have had an equal flure, the de- to^^a'^' 
iire of revenge incited the Romans. Valerian's cap- ■"■"• 
tivity was ftiU prefent to their memory, and Narfes, 

.who 

■ . Kal ny Jilt HfiiTat J^trriTtLK b7« /h v?^ trf- 
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vrho reigned in Perfia at the timfc I now fpeak tift 

was tooenterprifmg a pnnce^ too greedy of conqucft| 

to fufler them to forget it. 

577/™. d;«- In- the year of Chnft 294, Naffcs furti^eded Va- 

tia.^.-}. rtrancs III, the fon and fucceiKw of Varararies IIj 

. agwnft whom Caros made war. We have already 

mentioned, incidentally, a rebellion of Orml^ ot 

Hormifdas againfl: his tuotherVararanes IIj of which 

we know not the particulars : but it did not hinder 

Vararanes III, from afcending the throne after thd 

death of his father. He enjoyed h but a very ftiort 

time: only four months according to fome; a year* 

according to others. Narfes fucceeded him, either 

as his heir, or otherwife : for all that we can fay of 

this prince's right to the throne, is that he was of 

the blood of Sapor, but perhaps by another branch 

than that of Vararanes. He was no fooner in poflef- 

ztfttia. <fc fion *^ the empire, than, pTopoCmg to himfclf thtf 

m^". P^fi- example of his anceftor Sapor, he thought of ex- 

'ifl'r'f^' tiding it at the expence of the Romans, and ac- 

L xxiti. cordingly made an irruption into Syria, and ehdea* 

g'^'^'^' vourcd to feize Armenia. Dioclcfian could not diA 

a«. »./«. femble fuch, attempts : fw which reafon, whilft ha 

or./.»7t |,in,fgif ,(^n£ into Egypt to cbaftife Achilteusj hd 

z™- ordered Galerius to march againft Narfes 

The firft campugn was not fevouraUe ta thti 
Romans. Galerius, by prefummg too much xtpoA 
his own abilities, fuffaed fane -Afgrace. Orofius 
fi^ he was worfted three times by i!he Perfians ! 
but this at leaft is certain, that venturing with art 
handful of men to attack the enemy who Were much 
ftronger, between Carrhsc and Callinicum, he was 
ddeated and forced to fly. 

Dioclenan,whofe diftinguifhing charaftefwas prtN 
dence and circumfpefHon, was tery angry with 
G^erius for this defeat occaGoned by his raflirtefsi 
and made him fenfiblc of it : for when this van- 
quifhed prince appeared next before him ; the ftent 
emperor let him walk a mile on. foot by the fide 0/ 

his 
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his chariot, decorated as he was with the imperial 
purple. . 

This was afevere lefTon, and Galerius proSted 
by it. Fired with ardour to repair his fault, and 
having with difficulty obtained leave to ademble new 
forces, he mardied towards Armenia, where it was 
eaiieft to conquer, whilft Dioctefian kept a confi- 
derable army in Syria to back him, and go to Iiis 
affiftance in cale of need. 

Galerius again did a thing, which, though com- 
mended by our authors, will, I believe, feem to all 
good judges a proof that he had not yercorredt^d 
his ralhnds : for, attended by only two troopers, he 
went out to reconnoitre the enemy : an office which 
not only no prince, but even no general, ought 
ever to take upon himfelf, and which he (hould t^ve 
to fubalterns, who may do it equally well, without 
rifquing the whole army in thor perbn. 

That excepted, he behaved hke a wife comman- 
^r : and having brought about an opportunity to ; 

Attack the Pemans with advantage, he deleated 
them^ entirely, though their numbers were grestly 
fuperior to his, and giuned a decifive victory over 
Narfes. The king of Pcrfia, conquered and wound- 
ed, favetl himfelf with difHcuIty by Bight : his camp 
was taken and plundered : his wives, his children, 
his lifters, and in fliort his whole family, remaned 
prilbners in the hands of the ccwiqueror, tc^ethef 
with a great number of other illullrious Periians: 
all the baggage, and all the riches of the army be- 
came, the prey of the Romans. The dilafter Was 
fo complete, that Narfes, retiring to the extremity 
tof his dominions, had no relburce but humbly to . ' 
fue for peace. 

The conqueror Galerius revived in favour (rf" hi* 

piifoners the example <^ moderation and chaftity 

to often and. fo julUy praifed in Alexander with 

refpe(% to the wife and daughter of Darius ; and. 

forced 
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forced the' Ferluas to acknowicdge thft-the-Rahi 
mans were as n^uch fuperior to them in vtrtUe> as 
■ they were in arms. * . 

j*mm. 'it. Ammianus MarceSinus has recttrfedan a£Uon fy€ 
^^"' one of the, ibldiers of the viitorious army, whiciE 
may be compared to what the hiftory of France De- 
lates of the^'fi^pticity of the Svtifs alter the bsede 
of Granfbn^V Xhisfoidjer having found a purfe:ftiU 
of pearls, threw away ttu pouls as ufelefs b»ubles« 
and kept the purfc, which «ns of fine gruned lea- 
ther, neat, and. glc^y. Galerius had. among hta 
' troops Tome new raifed levies which came go tutn 
from Moelia and lUyricum, and alfo fome auxiliairy 
tub*. Goths. It muft.have been one c^ thcTe that was fo 
iilly. An old RcHnan would have. known better. ■ 
*J*" """(j The ambafladors of Narfcs being arrived in the 
h cnnud Roman camp, and admitted to an audience of 
^^;_^-Galerius, Apharban, their fpeaker, addrcflcd tfab 
«»ir. conqueror in a fuppliant (tile, belbeching him to 
^f.«n(. j^j.g j|jg Perfun empire, the deftrufition of whidi« 
laid he, would deprive the univerfe erf" one of itfs ■ 
twtjeyes, apd the Roman emjMre itfclf of » fubfi- : 
diary and »lmoft fraternal fplcndor. He repre&oted 
modedly to Galerius the vicifTuude and inftalnlitf 
of all human things •, and concluded with dcckriog 
how much Narfes thought himfclf obli^ to hin* 
for the kind treatment his family had received,, and 
with exprcfling his earneft defire to Kcover his wivet 
and children. 

Galerius anfwercd, that it ill became the FerQans 
to pretend to claim pity for their misfortunes, they 
who had fo infolently abufed their good fortune 
by trcatii^g the captive Valerian with an ignomip^ - 
ihocking to humanity. That he would, howeve^' 
My ^ide his juS; indignation, not out of regud for 
the Perfians, who defervcd no favour, but to Jheir 
himfclf worthy of the ancient RomanSi wboft 
maxim 
, * Pcr& non modo annii, fed etiim moribns fuperiorn tKt R*« 
Kanos confeffi funt. Sex. Xf/. 
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tmntn always ttfls to fi»w as mudi cletnoKy aftep 
die vidory, as they did boldnefs ag&mft the enemy 
that dared to refift them. . 

As Galerius could neither fettle the peace nor 
pQDclude the treaty without conAiiting Dioclefian, 
he went to meet him at Nifibis, whither the em- 
peror had repaired. An author has wiitten,' that'*'^ '^''f 
the Romans might -eafUy have made the Perfian 
doRuniofis a province of their empire, and that ic 
is ntit known why Diodelian miflcd fo fine an op- 
potvunity. But that wife prince' was not to be 
mifled by a projeft more Ipecious than fofid. He 
would i»ot take, as M. de Tillemont obferves, 
wbtt he did not iindhimfelf in a condition to 
Iteep : and Trajan's fruitlefs efforts to CKcutc that 
very dcfign, were a wM-nirig and example to Dio- 
cl«^n_- ■ 

. -He ' therefore fent Sicorias Probus to Narfes, p,* pjrrfc, 
wid* his propofal*, or rather his orders. He in- 
fiftod thac the king of Pcrfa ihould renounce all 
ppetenlionrco Mefopotamia^ that the Tigris ihould 
, be .thc' boandary of the two empires; and that in 
confeqaence thereof five provinces fituated upon the 
right-hand iideof that river towards it's fource, and 
Whkh'had 'ail then belonged to the Ptrfians, (hould 
bQi:^veD upeo the Romans. Authors differ about 
the names of thefe five provinces : but they agree 
that Cordyaena) Anazjena, and Zabdi^na were of 
the number. Dioclefian demanded likewife that Ar- 
menia, as far ai Media, fhould remain the property 
of ,^ Romans. He alfo required that the king a€ 
Iberia ifaould-h«ld his crown of the Roman empe- 
rors, and be ^o longer dependant on the kings of 
Perfia; andjaftly, that Nifibis ihould be the place 
d depofit of the merchandize of the Eaft, and the 
mart .of commerce between the two empires, Narfes 
was reduced fo tow, that he could not refufe any 
, thing. Only he excepted againft the laft.arcicle re- 
lating to NiTibis, for no other reafon, fays the hifto- 
. Vol.. IX. Y rian. 
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riaii» Chan to Ihew tbat he did not abMutdjr fabnrit 
)Uce a flave, but added fiunething of his own co the 
treaty. The prifoners were not reficocd to hitn. 
Diodefian k^ tliem to gnce bU triumph. 
^^ Ttu5 peaxx, fo advamageous to the Romans, 
ft^ ' lafted forty yean. I fuppole the war to have taken 
up tno campugns : for 1 think it woukl be crowd- 
ing events too much, if they were a> be limitted to 
one. In this cafe the war, begun in the year (^ 
Chrift 296, ended in the year 297. from that 
time to the year 337, when Conftancine, provcdccd 
by Sap(H- who wanted to withdraw the five provin- 
ces ceded to HKoclelian, would have made war 
agunft tiie Perfians if death had not prevented him, 
the fpace is forty years. 
GiicriM ii The victory over Narfes was g^rious for Uie em- 
J^'i^'^pire. but fatal to Dioclefian. ItfweHed the pride 
Tii/^ of Galcrins, who took &r it the pompous titles of 
■ "Perfims^ Amaaacm, AHabaUcaiy and Mtduaius. 
Difdaining a mortal origin, he ftiled himfelf the fon 
of MarS ; and though received and treaod with hijgh 
diftin&ion by his adaptive father and emperor, he 
grew weary of having only the fccond rank. " Al- 
•* ways Cselar ! faid he. 'Till when (hall I be no- 
** thing but Cxfiir ? " At length, gaining an afcen- 
, dant over Dioclefian, he prev^led on him to per- 
fecuce the Chriftians, and forced him to abdicate 
the empire. But this was a work of time : feveral 
years elapfing before he could thoroughly withdraw 
himfelf from his allegiance to a prince whole merit 
was confpicuous, and whom he had long obeyed. 
Between the peace concluded with the Perfians, and 
the pcrfecutton ordered againft the Chriftians, live 
years tmervened, during which we have but few 
events to notice. 
Emu of Dioclefian cmployd this time chiefly in providing 
l^'di^s for the domeftlc welfare of the empire, and in fccu- 
.fpacrof ring it's frontiers by caftles buik upon the Rhine, 
** *'""■ the Danube, and the Euphrates. Ammianus Mar- 

cellmus 
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tdlinus mentions particularly Cercufium in Melb-*|^-.^ 
potamia, a place little regarded 'till then, but which-i^J^T* 
Dioclcfian fortified, bccaufc it's fituation at the con--'-^^'^ 
iluence of the Chabonis aod Euphrates rendered it 
an important poft. 

Under the year of Chrift 302 is placed nvery^Hm, 
conliderable dithibution of corn eitabliJhed to per- 
petuity by this prince for the city of Alexandria : 
and tlus inftance of liberality inclines me not to be- 
lieve too rejullly what Laaantius fays of a great 
dearth of provifions occafioned by Diocletian^ inju- 1^<*'* 
fticc, and increafed by an injqdicious r^ulation of 
their prices, which it was foon found neceflary to 
repeal. It is well known how difficult it is to 6nd 
a remedy in fuch cafes ■, and that princes and ma- 
giftrates, with the very beft intentions, are often at 
a lofs how to avoid murmurs and complaints. 

It was during this fame interval of peace and 
tranquility that Diocleiian made his great buildings 
at Nicomedia and Rome: We likewifc read oSSfjAxytm 
Baths buiit by Maximian at Carthage. 

There feems not to have been any confiderable 
warlike commotion in all this time, except towards 
the Rhine. I have mentioned the vid<My which 
Conftantius gained over the Alamanni in the year 
of Chrift 301. 
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S E C T. II. 

tHoclefiatts perfeaition. ReielUous commetioits in Mi- 
litene and Syria. Viocle/tan goes to Rome, to cele- 
hrate there the twentieth year of his reign, and dt 
the fame time his triumph. His g^«tes are not 
piagmfitent. 'The people are dtyaiisfied with 
them. liiociffian leaves Heme abruptly. He falli , 
into a iingring illnefs, whith affeSts bis head. Cd- 
leriuji taking advantage cf it, forces him and Ma- 
ximan to abdicate the empire. Dieckfian and Ma- 
ximien abdicate. Severus and Maximun . created 
Cafars. Diode/tan lived contented in his rettrmtnU 
His remarkable filing concerning the difficulty of go- 
verning well. Remains flill fubjifiing ef Diodejia^s 
palace at Spalaire. He had weakened the Prie-^ 
terians. Suppreffien of the FrMmenxaiii, erfubtie 

■ fpies. Several of Diockjian^s Urns in the code. 
Judgmmt concerning his charaiter. 



b;<«leii«a'« T^IOCLESIAN, in the beginning of the year 
A'R™ittM. ■L' 303* ■was in the nineteenth year o£-.?.n vtnitic^r- 
ruptedly profpcrous reign, the bare duration of 
which was very extraordinary among the Roman 
emperors, almoft all of whom, for a century paft, 
had only appeared rapidly upon the throne, to be as 
fuddenly pulled down. All Dioclefian's cnterprizes 
had fucceeded. His government combined the 
fweets of peace with the glory of arms. Forcedt 
by the circumftances of a^rs, to fiiare the fovc'> 
reign authority with oollegues, he found in them 
■ the deference of fubjefts : and the empire, govern- 
' ed by four princes, had but one head. This brijli- 
anr prolperity began to decline from the moment 
of his fufFering Galerius to perfuade him to per- 
fccutc 
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fecute the Chriftians, whom he had 'till then not 
piily tolerated, but favoured and protefted. Eufe- ^"/^ ff- 
bJushas Ifeft us the foliowing defcription of the flou- I't. 
rifliing ftatp which the church had attained, to under 
favour of the long peace flie had enjoyed Cnce Va- 
lerian: for under Aurelian {he was rather menaced 
with perfecution, than actually perftcyted. , 

, ^^ I cannot, fays Eufebius, fufflciently exprefs 
** the freedom and dignitj^ with which the Gofpel 
"._ was preached before this laft ftorm, nur the ho- 
*** nour it was held in by all men, Greeks and Bar-. 
*': barians. Our princes beftowed a ijioufand marks 
'•* c^Ifindnefs upon thofe who profefled it, and truft- 
»* ei government of provinces, at 

•« ti they diQjoifcd with their of- 

f* f{ :s which piety forbids. The 

•* if : filled wiai feithful, who, with 

** ti , and.fervatits, gloried in wor- 

»*^ fl of Chrift under the eyes of 

•* tl lad a greater ftare than any 

*f &vour and confidence of the 

•* e e example of their fovcreigns, 

" t jovemors of provinces refpec- 

" t< le chiefs of our religion. Our 

•* affemblies becagie (b numerous, that the old 
*t. churches being no longer large enough to con- 
*' tMn.thcm» we. built more fpaciousoncsin all the 
*• oiries. Such, continues the, hiftorian, was oiir 
^ happy fituation, ' fo lort^ as we-deferved the pro- 
" teftion of heaven by an holy and irreproachable 
** cbnduft.":' Another circvimftarice to be added ro 
Eufebius's account, aiid- which will Ihew plainly 
■what progreiVChriftianity had made in the palace, 
is that there is room to belieVe that even' Dioclcfian's 
■wife Prifca,' and his daughter Valeria married to 
Galerius, were Chriftians. ; 

Not that-che church- hadefcaped all perfecution Trffiw-Hy?. 
fincc Diocleflan's acceffibn to the throne." I (ball ^''^^|^* 
foon obfervC that Galcritis' ofed the Chriftiafis in his 
'.'■■■-■■ ■ y 3 ' • ■■ ' " armies 
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armies extreniely ill : and in the year 286. Maui- 
mian had made feveral martyrs, the moft illuftrious 
of whom are St Maurice and his lemon^ and Sc De- 
nys of Paris and his companions. But ndtfer Dio-: 
clefian nor Conftant^us had ever fhewn any hatred 
againll the Chriftian; : Maximian's violences were 
only tranfiiory, and diofe of Galerius had not been ' 
carried to extremes. The church in general, and 
particularly that of the Eafl, which was bell knowt) 
to Eufebius, may therefore be faid to h4ve enjoyed 
peace and tranquility for a. long time. 

f'P- This calm, accompanied even with glory, had 

produced it's ufual effed, a relaxation of difcipline^ 
and morals. '^ Envy, ambitibn, hypocrifr, glided . 
*' iq among us, lays Euteoius : divilions betweeti, 
the minifters of feligjon, divifions between the. 



' people. We made war upon eacl^ other, if not, 
' with arms, at leaft by ^>eeches and ■writings., 
' Even thofe who held the rank oif" patlbrs, d^i,. 



** fing the divine precepts, quarreUeii ?mong them^, 
** fclv^s, were filled wkh animoQty^ aiid, dilpute(J, 
** for the firft places ih the church of Chrift, as if , 
•' they had been fccular principaJities. Our finj 
" therefore kindled the wrath of God ag^nft us,^ 
*' and induced him tp ctiaAtfe us in order tp t^TUif^, 
^* us back to him.'* . .".,."'. 

uant.il Galerius, worthy to lend his pjiniftrySn'thcpUr, 
^, „_ nifhment which God tf^ought proper to inflia ypoa 
»j. his people, was, as we learn from Laftfiuius, thft 

phief inftrument of it. He had been brought up 
in hatred of the Chrillian name by his mother. 4 
woman extremely fuperiUtious, who, ofiering'h?- 
qucnt facrifices in her village to the pretended dei- 
ties of the mountains, had taken great offence at 
the Chriftians for their refufing tQ partake of the re- 
pafts which Ihe gave at the fame time, and for their 
^fljng and praying whllft flic celebrated fetfts of 
joy with the inhabitants of the place. Galerius, a^ 
fijperftitipus as his mother^ arid full of the prgvi- 

0!C« 
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dices whidi Ihe had inftilled into him, was tux in a 
ricuattwi to follow entirely this bloodjr imprellion 
during the lirft yesip of his elevation. His thoughts, 
were taken up with war : and he ibund himfelf in a 
ftate of fubQpdination, which did not permit him to 
command exadly as he pleafed. But hatred of the 
Chri{hans took, root in his heart : and he at kngth ' 
fouod Dioclefun difpofed to fccond htm, on the oc- 
cafion I am going to mention. " 

Dioclefian had the wcaknefi c£ wanting to dive 
into futurity, and of believing that it might be dif- 
covered in the entrails of animals: As he was of- 
fering lacrifices with this view, fome of the Chri- 
ftian officers belonging to his palace, who were pre- 
sent, made the fign of the crofs, which Laoan- 
tius calls the immortal (ign, upon their foreheads. 
In ccaifequence (rf this the facrifices were difturbed, 
and the priefts could not find in the viftims the 
marks by which they pittended to know the will oS 
the gods ; or perhaps they only &id they could not 
find them, in order to exaiperate the pHnce ;^inft 
thofe whom they hated. What is certain, is that they 
.declared to tlie empefor that the prefence of pro- 
phane men dilbrdered them in their fiindions, and 
iindered them from fucceeding therein. 

Conftantifie himfelf relates, in Eofebius, a f^^f'/;"^"'' 
very atuflogotis to this, and which happened about jo"j,." 
the iame time. An oracle of Apollo confefftd that 
the juft then upon the earth prevented it's giving 
true anfwers as in former days. Dioclefian afkcd 
Jiis facrificefs who tbofe'juft were, and they did nM 
fcruple to anfwer him that they were the Chri- 
ftiiuis^ - ■ 

If what they faid was true, Diocleliah ought fure- ubooi, 
!y to have inferred from thence the impoienee and 
hilility of the gods he worlhipped. But irtftead of 
reining in that juft niartner, he flew into a paflion 
againft thofe who hindered him from" coming at his 
fsvoorite knowledge, and ordered that all the offi- 
Y 4 , cers 
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oers f£ his pahce ibould eitber. licrifice oa his- gods, 
or be whipped for their dift^xdience. He even «E-r 
tended the rigor of this ordinance to hie foMiers, 
infifting that they Ihould facrificc or be bicdben. 
t^f.Hifi. Galerius, who had long made the troops uoder his 
Vijif'%q\ i'n'*«^wte comnnand oWerve the fame W, was 
&3>7- - highly pleaied at finding bimfelf authorifed by Dio- 
dcQan, and refolved to Kize the opportunity to capy 
things to the utmoft extremity. 
laBmt. He went to the old emperor at Nicomedia, and 
Ipent the winter with him, {»efGng him inceflantly 
to render the pcrrecutioo general, and loradd to it 
the peoaky of death. He n!prerenced to him that 
the former orders were inft^cieot, and had/not 
procured tJie deities of the empire a fihgle worllup- 
per. That xhe Chriftians in the army made no diffi- 
fuley c^ quitting the fervice rather thin their reli- 
gion i and -that even the ^emplary feverity infli£led 
Vpon foow .of themi who had been puniflied with 
.death, had not mad^ the leaft iraprenion upon 
them,, or abated th^'0.bII:inacy. PLpcIefiaa refift- 
cd a long while. He lcn/!w how much Chti^apity 
had iocreafcd, and cpuld not think of; fpreading 
m>u^le and defolation thrciughout the whole empires 
but would have ronaincd fatjsGed with turning the 
Chriftians out of -his palacp and armjijs. Galeiius 
not agreeing tg .this, b^x. on the contrary ptirfifKng 
vehem.ently ip.his .own opinipn, ^ grqat, council was 
held, i;i which the a^air was dplibcr^cd^ But.^U 
ihat were prefcnf, either prejudicpd #gainft rfift Chrir 
ftian rfligign, or definx^? to curry favour wjtb their 
Cefar, >¥hp;now Ibcgan tftfQfir, f^ed^ith Galerius, 
Diocleflan fill) deferred coming to a refoliition, 
and, filthw : tcr difculpat-e himfc'C or o!|t of fuper- 
ftiti<»K tent-to confjilt the pracle of Apollp at Milfr 
lus. This was .flaking tl^ pagan priefts judges in 
ihcir owfi cauie. Apollo could not fail to wder 
the enemies of his wprftiip to be extirpated. At 
If ngth DJQcl^fian yielded, but without yet cpnientT 
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Wg to the Ibeddiag of blood. That excepted, it 
was-^recd that tbc Chriftians Jbould be tormented 
bysvcTy kind <rf' violence j and the deftru(3ion of 
their clnirch in Nicomedia was irelblved on as the 
firft aOi of iioftility. The day fixed for the execu- 
tion, of this dcfign was the twenty-third of Fe- 
bruary, on which the Pagans celebrated the feaft 
o£ their god Terminus, as if, by an idle and fu- 
perftitious allufion, that day had bid faker than any 
other to . put a final ftop to a contrary- religion. 

The day agreed on being come, a party of fol- 
diers, headed by their ofEcers, went to the church, 
broke open it's doQ{s, and began to hunt for the 
image of the God worihipped there, imaginings that 
they fliould find in a Qiriftlaa church fomethipg 
IHcc what they law in their own temples. They 
foOndtbc holy fcriptures, which they burnt, and 
delivered every thing elfe up to be plundered. The 
princes wctc at the palace windows, from wheiice 
they faw what pafled, and by that means prefided 
perfooally at the execution of their orders : &r the 
church flood upon an eminence directly facing them. 
G^erius wasrfor fetting it on fire.: but Dioclelian, 
fearing left the flames jhould fpread farther, an^ 
thereby occalion great mifchief, oppofed that flep, 
and lent fome of. the pnetorian guards armed with 
hatdiets and other fuch-like inftruments, who in a 
few hours deftroyed the building and levelled it with 
theground. . 

The next day, the edift of perfecution was. pub- e^/. mfl. 
lifl«d' in Nicomedia. This edidl did not order ^"'- '^"^., 
death: but that excepted,- it comprehended tvcry m LaHaMl- 
rigour that could poffibly be imagined. Jt orderedi 
tjiat the churches of the Chriftians fhould be pulled 
down in every city : that tfieir books of religion 
ihouid be burnt publiply : that all Chriflians Ihould 
bepunifliedj ifof diftii^uiflied rank, by forfeiture 
pf their ^po&s and dignities,;. if of the tower clafs, 
^y the lois si literty : tb^f ttiey-ifiould all be liabl^ 
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to be put to the rack, without any exception on 
account of birth or employments : that the courts 
of jiifticc Ihould be ffiut againft them, fo that they 
Jhould not be able to commence or profecute any^ 
fuit in their own behalf} and that, on the contrary, 
atl aftions brought ag^nft them (bould be received, 
and determined to their difadvantagc. 

Such was the tenor of the firft edift, to which 
Tvas foon after added a fec<»td, aimed particularly 
againft the bilhops and other miniilers of the Chn- 
Ihan religion, whom the magiftrates were ordered 
to fcizc and imprifon, and to compel by every tneans 
lo facrifice to the gods of the empire. 

Thefc edifts were fuffident to authorife the jud-t 

gcs to pafs fentence of death upon whoever per- 

fevered in refiftitig them ; and they accordingly be< 

JfXzwA ftowed the crown of martyrdom upon fevwal. But 

*T.ij.6f in the fuWequent declarations, death was ex|»eftly 

*'' mentioned, and ordered to be inBii^cd without di- 

ftinflion upon all that profeQed Chriftianity. 

IKoclefian was led to this excels of cruelty, con- 
trary to all his principles, by what feemcd to him a 
necefiary confequenct of the firft ftep he had been in- 
duced to take, from which, though he had agreed 
to it unwillingly, he thought he could not after- 
wards recede wirfi honour. Two 'circwmftances con- 
tributed, from the very firft, to kindle his hatred, 
and make it appear juft to him. One of them pro- 
ccLcded from the jndifcreet behaviour of a Chriftian t 
the other was artfijlly brought about by Galerius. 

x^L^yiii ^^ ^°''" ^* ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^"^ pofted up, a zea- . 

3. &lk- lous Chriftian pulled it down and tore it publicly; 

**"• He was fcized, delivered up to the executioner, 
feverely mangled, laid upon a grid-iron, and broiled 
to death. He fuffered all thU punifliment with in< 
flenble firmnefa and ferenity, which never foHboIi 
him to his laft bi'eath. It is to be h^d that the 
merit of martyrdom expiated before Gqd the feujt 
committed through his r^C^efs.: but we siay eafijy 
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Ctui^eive what impreflion fo audacious an aftion, and 
flj contrary to the laws, muft have made upon the 
rtiind of fuch a prince as Dioclefian. 

Galertus heightened it by a deteftable artifice.. 
Making fotne or his own ofEccrs privately fet fire to a 
part of the imperial palace, he laid this crime to 
the charge of the Chriftians, who, faid he, had 
committed it, in order to be revenged and fet them- 
felves at liberty by deftroying the two princes who 
had declared war againft them. Dioclefian, cim- 
jiing as he was, did not fulpeffc this treachery. He 
flew into a violent paffioh againft the Chrtftian ofE- 
, f erS, of which he had great numbers in his palace, 
and bhdered rhem to be racked in his prefence j 
but in vain. As they perfevered in aflerting their 
itinocence, the truth was not cleared up: for no one 
rhoughi Galerius's officers. It is 

ptettye even Conftantine, who was 

then up lot fufpedt the authors of 

this wic ibes the fire in queftion to 

Ilghtnin hich be pronounced long 

after, a is has preferved. i^'. dcEuf.or, 

TJieiint ble conjefture to reconcile <>i* '•='51 

the teftimonies of Conftantius and Laftantius, by 
Jbppofing that the palace might be fet on fire by 
lightning, and that Galerius then gave private or- 
ders to his officers' to add frefh fuel to the flames,. 
He repeated the fame treachery.* fortnight aifter. 
The Ere. broke put agiiio fudderily, but by Ipeedy 
aflutancc was p'reveiited fi"om fpreadlng. However, 
Gdcriusi feizing this opportunity, after having 
worked Dioclefian up to the pitch he wanted, left 
^icomedia abruptly, faying that he would not ikay ■ 
there to be burnt afivc by the Chriftians. 

jt was probably in confequence of chia confpiracy £■/*. m^ 
fetfly imputed to the Chr4ftians, that Dioclefian if-^''-'^ 
filed his fecond edii^, which filled with bllhops, 
priefts, and t^eaCons, the prifons d^tined for mue- 
fatf^ors, C9 fuch 9 degr<^ wiat no room was hk m 

tbcm 
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them for thefe laft, they being all filled with faints 
and lioly men. It was alfo then that he compelled, 

IsSgiri. js.io ufe Laftantius's words, his wife Prifca and his 
daughter Valeria to facrifice to idols. If this bo 
true, if compulfion was really ufed with them, it '\^ 
a proof that they were Chriftians, or at leaft well ir^- 
clmed in favour of Chriftianity, and that they Ii?|d 
been infl:ru(flcd In it td a certain degree. 
»y The perfecution was general throughout the whole 
empire: for the edifls which ordered it were fei^t 
to. Mdximian and Conffantius, to be executed by 
them in their departments. Dioclefian's authority' 
■wssfo ;much rcfpefted by thofe he had affociated to." 
his power, that whatever he refolvcd was a lnvr 
tb'them. Maxlmian, naturally cruel, and whofc 
hands had long been imbrued in Chriftian blood,' 
exulted in the office of feeing the edicts rigidly put 
in force. Conftantius, though the'y were repugnwit 
tb 'his more humane way of thinking, could- not 
Hrtwever abfol'utely refufe to do what was reijuired 
of him. He fullered the cKurches of the Chrifcaiis 
to be, pulled down, but fpar 
pte. ■ ' I do not mean by thii 

*' tyr'd in the. whole extent o 

cGftHhaiid". _ The faiiatic zeal 
TJiim. irtlgtfrrates "CftiWhcd feveral 
Spain :. and to this time b 
grorious combat and mart] 
Vincent. But Conftantius " 
. ffiefe violences, than barely tolerating what he dici 
not dare to hindct-, cui'bed'as hc'v^is by the rigour 
oTiheedra, a^ by his refpeft- and dcfertnce , fiif. 
Didclefian. "'"',"'■, " ■'"," ' '■":' 

^-^e therefore Irtlfbrfic hbt-hcidtc! ehthufiafts, V^w 

E«f.iiiAi. were far fronrhis fid;ht/ex'ecure'theit drders. But 

^^.T. 13. i^ fiis'fcbiift,, hCproteaed Chfiftianity ; and whilft 

.:thfe'othri-^rinte'g;i0ftiaed'theii'firft'aas(rf craelf^ 

a^ the chriftians toftheii'palaCfeS, and. end^av'pUfi 

ed rb mafke'ldofetry ato^ tfiurtiphabbut their pCfi- 
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jbns ; Conftantius^ actuated by very different prin- 
cipies, judged tbofc moft worthy of his corrfidence 
who were moft feithfiilly attached to the Chriftian 
religion j and in order to know them, he puc them 
to the following trial. 

He ordered the Chriftians in his palace, who were 
very numerous, to be told, that he would have 
none of their perfuafion any longer near him, and 
that they muft confequcntly chufc which they would 
prefer, their religion or their fortune, and either re- 
iblve' to iacrifice, if they would keep their places, 
or give them up if they refufed. Even in thofe 
days all Chriftians were not Saints, and there were 
among thftie ieveral, who, unwilling to quit the good 
things of this world for the future blcffings of nea- 
ven» obeyed the order that was notified to them, 
for fear of lofing their employments ; whilft others, 
animated with a true faith, preferred their religion' 
to all temporal hopes. When they had thus taken 
their feveral refolutions, Conftantius Ihewed what hs 
thought of them, by declaring that he could by fio - 
means put any truft in men who had forfaken their 
religion : for how, faid he, can it be expected thaC 
they fliould be faithful to their prince, who have; 
been faithlefs to their Gdd ? He therefore broke alt 
thefe, and difmUlbd them with ignominy. Efteem- 
ing, on the contrary, thofe who had perfevered in 
their engagements towards God, and looking upon 
them as men whole Bdelity could be relied on, be 
not only kept them in the palace, but diftinguiftied 
4liem above all others, and promoted them, as the 
furdt friends he could have. ' 

• This remarkable inthnce of Conftantius's affec- 
tionate regard for the Chriftians leaves no room to 
^doabt but that the violences exercifed againft them 
in the provinces of his department, were the effcft 
:^f the Wind -rage of fome particular governors, and 
:.of the prin«'s cautious warinefs. 

The 
•i ■ 
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The c»fc was very dilferent in the other parts of 
the empire^ where the princes ^emTeJves iaflatned 
and rewarded the cruelty of their officers. There* 
the blood c^ Chriilians ran in (traams But as the 
detail of this perfecution, the longeft and moft vio- 
lent that th« church ever fuflMHcd, .belongs pn^>erly 
Co ecclcfiaftical hiftory, I Ihall confine myfelf to 
ibme general circumftamSs, which may not be quita 
foreign to my fut^e^. 
x4 aft. . EuTebius tells us that fear made many apo^tes i 
Zed. rm. fjy(^ ^jjj 3 tjifcretion ill fuiting the rules of hiftory, 
he diinks it incucnbent on him, fays he* to draw 4 
nam. veil over thofe events fo affli^ing to Chriftianicy. 
Perhaps his own imereft: might dii^e t^is prude/ic 
filence : for it is certain that he was imprifimed for 
confefllng the faith : it is alfo certvn that V came 
out of prilbn without bearing any corporal tav^ 
pf the violence of the perfecutors > and that Ibme 
Ulu&rious ccMjfei&rs afRrwards reprtached him in 
full council with having bafely purchafiKl hia la&tjr 
and liberty by offering incenfe to idols. 

Laples were very comnion in the Eaft : nor vera 
they kli fb in Africa, where many, with9ut pre- 
tending to renounce the faith, gave up the koif 
fcriptiires, in coaformity to the edi^ of pcHccucion. 
and by that meannels efcaped racks and deaUi. 
Theft were called traditors, and gave rife to the 
fchifm of the Donatitls, which proved ezcneqiely 
detrimental to the church, and oS which the hiftpqr 
makes part of that of Con^hnrine. 

But \t the Chriftian church had caule to laaent 

the weaknefs of feme of her children, and even of 

her minifters, the glory of a great many martyrs 

,and generous confeffors edified and comforted herf' 

M. de Tillemont has related their noble t[iumph^ 

fo precious to piety. 

Eaf.d.v!i. A very great number of Chriilians, Co avoid die 

c>^.ii.s^ perfecurion, fled to foreign lands, and found araonj- 

tho Barbarians an afylum which the cruelty of their 

countrfw 
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eontrymen the Romuis (knied them. We have al- 
ready obferve<i upon f<Hne other occafions, that 
thefe tUfpcrfions, owing to the fury of the jKriecu- 
.tors, became fijbiervieat to the great defigns of 
.God to make the lamc of Chrift known to nations 
who had never before beard of the Saviour. 

To open vit^ence, racks, and torments, was ad- £^«r. 
ded another kind of pcr&cution, levelled, not a- 5^- Jf^ 
gainft the body, but the mind. Two philofophers, *■"*• 
or men of letters, infl»d of jritying the great di- 
Arefles of the Chriflians, tried to aggravate their 
ful&rings by writing ag^unft their reli^on, and ea- 
deavDuring to rob them of the comfort of fuf&ring 
-for the truth. Ladandus, alone defcribes one of 
thefe audiors to us, but wichiuit naming him. He 
was a fpecuiadve, and not a practical philofopherj 
vohiptuous, fond of oftentation and expence, and ' ■ 
confeqiiently greedy <rf money. His work, which 
accctfding to the fame La3anthis, was deemed pue- 
rUe, wretched, and ridiculous, is fallen into totid 
oblivion. 

The other writer was a magiftrate intruded inw-*— «• 
jiiftifying the perfecurion to which he had contri- ''"'■''''''' 
buted greatly by his bk>ody counfels. Hierocles, go- 
vernor of Bithynia, at the fame rime that he em- 
ployed the fword to extirpate Chriilianity, made ufe 
of his pen alfo to render it, had be been able, con- 
tempuble and odious. In one part of his work, 
~ wbich he intitled the Friend of Irutb, he made, as 
' I have ellewhere obferved, a comparifon of Apol- 
. lonius of Tyana with Jcfus Chrift. EuJebius has £*/,;■»■ 
, . refuted him in tbat point The reft of his writing ^^'■ 
jC turned upon pretended contradictions in our holy 

ieriptures, and was litde more than a repetition usmt. 
, of the objeftions before nude by Ceffus and de- ^^* 

ftroyed by Origen. Laftantius anfwcred it, not by 

r a direct refutation, but by eftablilbing in his Divint 

i InfiUutions the felid foundations of the Chriftian rc- 

■ ligion} and demonftrating the abfurdity of idolatry. 

Noithef 
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Neither the philofophcf's writing,' nc(r that of Htet-- 
rocks, would have been any ways formidable, had ' 
they not been armed with the imperial power. 

The perfecution ordered by Didclefian, was ca^ 
lied on byhimfelf duringfwo years and two months. ' 
After his abdicMJon, it ceafed to be general; But 
fbme of his fuccefibrs, pardcularly Gikrius and 
Maximin Daza, continued it with great violovceiw 
eight years : lb that it lafted in all ten yean and'a(- 
moft four months, that is to fay, frwn the twenty- 
wBr"F,rjH. third (^February in the year of Chrift 303^ to the 
».Sf4»- thirteenth of June in the year 3135 whcntheedift 
c£ Conftanrine and Licinius to reftore peace to the' 
church, was publtfhed at Nicomedia. ^ ilnll 
have occafion to mention it again, ^ witli the addi- 
tion of fome farther circuraftances, becaufe the ia- 
terefts of Chriftianity became more ami morcati 
affur of ftate, eTpedally after Conftaatinc had pub- ' 
licly embraced it. ■ : 

KtMiiaai Some expreflions. of Eufebius feetn to irn^y riiat 
• i^^t!^' DiocJefian's rage againft the Chriftians was mcptafisd • 
■ni syrii. by two uncxpedled feditious commotions, fOE wMch' 
Kt^'*'^" he probably wanted to make them aniwerabSe^ 
rhi. 6. though their perpetual and conftant fubmiflion to tha 
legal authority' ought to have fcreencd thcm^eren ' 
from any fufpicion of that kind. Thefe ooRKno- 
tions were neither confiderable in themftives, nor 
by their confixiuences. Of the firft, we knowno- 
thitig more than what Eufebius fays in Very fiow 
words. A rebel, whom he does not name, caufcd - 
himfelf to be proclaimed emperor in MeUtene,a 
country of Armenia: but his enterprifc was defcat- 
JL*!". Or. ed as foon as formed. That fame writer is cquafty 
xhxii, & laconic in regard to the fecond fait : but we find in 
Libanius wherewith to fupply his deficiency. . 

The bafon of the harbour of Seleucia in Syria 

not being deep enough, five hundred foldiers were 

ordered thither, to dig in it. This work, of itfcff 

. very laborious, was -fupcrintcnded with aareme 

r. . ,, . rigour. 
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rigour. They were not allowed time even to pre- 
pare their necefiary food, fo that after working in- 
ceffanily all ^7 with vaft fatigue, they were obliged 
tbfpend part of the ni^t in baking their bread. 
Unable to endure this cruel treatment, they rcfoived 
to -ftrake off their hard fervitude, and giving way 
to a frantic rage, of which we find fcveral examples 
in that age, they forced then- commanding officer, 
Wh<^e name was Eugene, to put on the imperial pur- 
ple. He refiftcd : upon which they drew their 
iwords and threatened him with death, which he. 
finding ic inevitable, chofc however to defer. Antioch 
was not for off: and the feditious, knowing that 
great city was then unprovided with troc^, made 
their new emperor lead them thither. Worn out as 
they were with laboar and want, they plundered 
and ravaged 'every thing upon the road, and eat and 
drank ■ to fuch cxccfs, that when they arrived at 
Antioch towards the evening, almoft all of them 
went drunk, and much Btterto fleep than tight How- 
ever, as they were not cxpefted, and had none to 
deal with but citizens taken at unawares, they en- 
tered 'die city without refiftancc, and ran dircftly to 
the palace. But after the firft moment of furprize 
andterrer;ichcAntiochians,recovcringthetnrelvcs, and 
conGdenog thefmall number and hetplefs condition 
of their inviaders, affembled, and armed as well as 
they could-, the very women of the place joining 
them. The wh*^e city, thus united, felf at once 
upon the five hundred foldiers half dead with drun- 
kennefe and fatigue, and killed everyone of them. 
Their chief himfelf loft with his life, a phantom x)f 
grandeur which had lafted but one day, 

Dioclefian was certainty obliged to the inhabitants 
■of Antioch, and ought to have rewarded their fi- 
delity and courage : nor had he any reafon to be 
ah^ with thofe of Seleucia, in whofe city the re- 
volt began, but without their contributing to it in 
any fiiape. He was probably deceived by falfe rc- 

VoL. IX. Z ports. 
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ports, yfhkh made him vent his fury upon the prin*- 

cipal members of the council of each of thofe two. 

cities, among whom was the grandfather of Liba-. 

nius. The bloody execution of thefe innocent men; 

renderei! his name fo odious throughout the whtdle. 

cpuntry, tliat ninety years after no creature there 

could hear it mentioned without horror. 

Diockfud On the feventeeth of September in the year of 
too to Chrift 202, which was that of the edift of perfecu- 

Home w ™- , t'.*', ■,, 1 -1 ' f 

ichnie then tioD, ttiis pHocc entered into the cwentieta ye-ar of 

i^mfrth'" '"^ '■^'S" '• ^" uncommon happinefs, as I before ob- 

jnr of hi) ferved, for which he owed the Roman people fealU. 

"'SefeM ^"'^ fhcws. He liad likewife to celebrate th? tri- 

tin» h>i umph decreed to him ^nd his cqllegue lixteen years 

uiuTOfh. before, and whtch they had ever fince continued Kt 

merit by new victories gained, cither perfonally, or 

TxV/ffli, by the miniftry of their Ciefars. It is probable that 

Dioclefian, fparing as he w^ of his money, and very 

little popular, joined tl^efe two feftivals into one, 

Eu/i &g». ^ j^yg expencc, and avoid the neceflity oiF figuring 

in perlbn, a thing he never was fond of, and ftiU 

lefs fo lince the Iright occfifioned by the thunder 

that fell upon his palace at Nicomedia, and the fire 

which enfued, liad atFe&ed his braip, and caule4 

what .we ftiould call vapours. It was even with 

reludance that he complied with the obligation His 

triumph laid him under of going to Home, whic^ 

he had never feen but once in all his reign, when 

he went thither to be acknowleged after the w^ 

againft Carinas and the death of chat emperor. 

517/™. He ftaid at Rome as ihort a titnc as poffible. 

The folemnity of his twentieth year fell, as I iBve 

juft faid, on the feventeeth of September. He put 

; it off for two months longer, and celebrated It 

jointly with his triumph on the feventccoth .(}f 

November. . , , 

E-iirof. The triumph of Dioclefian and Maxii^ah was 

rendered fplendid by reprefentauons of their battles 

and vi£torics over very many different nations in 

idmoft 



:l:,G00gIf 



1>^ O C L E S I A- N. BOOK XXVIII. 33.^ 

at&iqftevery part of the world. But it's chief orna- 
ment was the captive • family of Narfes king of the 
Eerfuns. His wives, his fifters, and his children 
were kd in chains before the chariot of the trium- 
phers. ■ 

It does not appear that the two Ctefars had my 
fbare in the glory of this triumph, to which they 
had ncverthckfs contributed greatly by their ex- 
ploits. The two Jugufti, without doubt, looked' 
upon Conflantius and Galeriua as their lieutenants i 
and by the oldeft laws of Rome the triumph was 
due only to'thofe to whom the chief commvid ' 

belong'd. 

, The double folemnity erf" the tncemalia and the Hi> gaaiM _ 
triumph had drawn to Rome an immenfe concourfe Ji^^^"*** 
of all nations, big with expeftaticMis of feeing pro- *'■*•£-"»- 
(Jigioudy magnificent games, Dioclefian gave gamei** 
in fad, but not attended with any extravagance or 
luxury. *' * Feafts, faid he, at which the cenfbr is 
•*- prefent, ought to be condufted with decency 
** and decorum." The Roman emperors, as is 
known, took the title, or at leaft exercifcd the power 
if that office. 

This feverity was by no means reliftied by theTJ^p"?'* 
Roman people, all whofe rights and all whofc cares ^^iS''^ 
were then, and indeed hadlong been reduced to''«»' 
their being fed by the prince's liberalities, and amu- 
led with (hews. 

The people, difiatisfied with Dioclefian, could not okKJeiiai 
be filcnt, but loaded him with bitter forcafms. This J?™, ^"^ 
prince* who had never liked Rome, took .a ftill '-'"""■* 
greater averfion to his capital on account of this 7^/' '""■'"• 
ulage to which he was not accuftomed. It may 
Z 2 with 

. ■ 7 iakt EMlrtfia/j ixfrtffi' ftr gim»g ihii farced interprt' 

a* lilirallj. m. iU Tilltmtnl tatitn t» tit exfre/i intrii af 

bmt thtftn t» mtdify it, iy fitf- tht ancitnt aaihsr. 
t^mg tkml Htu/ti'i family ap' ■ Cattiorcs elTe oportcre la- 

tfartd tnly i« fffitf in DiacU- doi fpeflante cenfoie. 
^a'« trtuMpb. I fit at rtafm 
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with great probability be conjefturedi that his fifff 
dtfign was to ftay there at leaft 'till the firft of Ja- 
nuary, in order.then to take polfeOion of his ninth 
confulfhip in the capitol with Maximlan, who wu 
at the fame time to enter upon his eighth. Piqued 
at a liberty which ht: thbUght degenerated into li- 
ctntioufnels, Dioclefian fuddenly tefolved to leave 
Rome. Notwithftanding the rigour of the feafon* 
he fct out from thence on the twentieth of Decem- 
ber, and performrd the ceremony of taking poffef- 
Qon of the Cbniulfhip at Ravenna. 
H(&n>into |.jj5 precipitatioti coft him deaf. He was in a 
iiiMhwiuch hurry to return to his favourite city, Nicomedia* 
^•hii The inconveniences of the journey in a bad feafbn, 
joined to a weak ftate of health, threw him into a' 
lingering illnefs of which he never recovered perfeft- 
ly. Alter keeping his apartment a long while j 
finding himfelf fomewhat better he made an effort 
tb appear in public on account of (bme Iblemn ce- 
remony, and towards the end of the year 304, he 
celebrated the dedication of the circus he had built 
at Nicomedia. But either the fatigue he underwent 
that dayi or the violence of his dilbrder, which had 
only been (iifpended, brought on a relapft, and en- 
dangered his life. The alarm was great; public 
prayers were put up tor his prefervation, and at 
kngth on the thirteenth of December he fainted 
away and was thought to be expiring. Howevtr^ 
he recovered life, but not his health : and when he 
appeared again in public two months and a half 
after, on the firft of March m the year joji he was 
fo altered, broken - and extenuated, that he could 
Kuf*. mf. fcarcely be known again. What was ftili worfe for 
■^^^^. him, was that his mind remained affected, not in- 
€^. c >s- deed to a total and abfolute degree of infanity, but 
in fuch manner that he was frequently beteft of his 
■fenfirs for a time, and thofefits, when over, leffbe- 
hiniJ them a lethargic numbnefs aiid heavinefs. 
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Thisjinclancholy fituation of Dioclcfian favoured ^z^™';'*' 
-the ambitious views whicli Gakrius had for fcveral ti'gror Di<>- 
ytars cherifticd in his heart. Thirfting after the^*|"'''^_ 
£rft rai^, he flattered himfelf that Diockfian, worn «. him tod 
out by .illnefs, would neither have ftrength eqough "™i|'"e 
to keep the Ibvereignty, nor fufficient rclblution to the cm^u*. 
kQ& his imporcunicies and folHcitations to him to 
abdicate it. As to Maximian, whofe oaly meiit 
was courage in war, but who had no fteadinefs of 
condu&,. no head, little fenle and underftanding, 
Galerius had no fear of him, rux doubted of being 
able to awe him into hb mcafures. Befides the 
fplendor and diftinfUori which his viiftory over the 
■ Ferfiansgavehim, he hod lately acquirec^ the friend- 
fliip aadalBftaDce of ^'nation of Barbdriaos, who, 
driven from their native country by the Gothe, had 
, taken refuge in the Rottjan' territories, and -were i:«0«r. jt: 
received by Galerius, ta.whbm they becarrie a-con- 
iiderablc reinforcement,: His troops were by this ,1. 
■tocios augmented, ^d^ he feenis to have Ukewife 
: added to them new levies, raifed in the pr6vinces of . 
;}iis department, fo. tbathefound himfelf in a con- 
dition to give the law.: and though the laft of the 
.four princes on whom the government of the em- 
mre then depended, ho formed alone the plan of 
.his intended alterations, taking upon him to ex- 
.elude fome, and put in others, jull as it fuitcd his 
intereft or caprice. 

The form of government eniabltHied by Diocle- 
.Han, that is to fay, of faaviog two Augufii and twp 
Ctef^fs, was to be continued; In conleqiience of 
.the abdictfion of Dioclefian and Maximian, which 
be lud dovn as his firft point, he and Conflantius 
were to be ibe Augufti. .;The two Casfars were next 
to be chofen : or rather they foemed lO' be already 
appointed by nature ,and the circumffianccs of 
tbmgs. MftSCfUtus the fcMi of Maximiari; and Cnji- 
ftahtine the fon of Conltantius, were thft only per- 
fons that could Ix thought of: and the right which 
^' Z 3 their 
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■ their birtU gave them fcemred by (a mudiths nioro 
indifputable, u Dioclerian liad no fon, and'Galtf- 
rius's fon Candidianus was illegitimate, and tboti 

■o: but nine years old. But neither of thefe. two prin- 
ces pleafed Galerius: the one bf his vi<ttt, tbe 
other by hU merit, became equally {ufpicioos in his 

^s- ' eyes. Maxcmius was his fon*in-law, but a young 
-monfter, who already fluiwed the very vorft c^' in- 
clinations, to which he afterwards gave an un- 
bounded loofe, wheD he had pc^fled bimretf of 
the foyereign power. I do not, however,: bel)eii*e 
that this would have appeared to Galeriiis sfuffici- 
'f:nt motive of exclufion, if Mai:entius had noc af- 
fronted and vexed him by his haii^tine& ntd arro- 
gance, which he carried io fuch an heigticas to rtf- 
fufe to fubmit CO the then eftablilfaed,' ceremonial 
with relpe^ to the emperors, of pying hotmgft, 
pr, as ic was called, aderaii^ny to his fatbet and' fa- 
ther-in-law. Spch a ch^JE&er could noc but be 
both feared and hated. ' C<»)ftantine, anr amiaUe 
prince, apd, as I have ^ready defcritml Mm, full 
c£ noble (juaUti^s, gave another kind of vnKifiMfi 
and umbrage to Galerius, who w^ afraid to deco- 
rate his talents with a thte of honour and power* 
left he fhould thn?eby arm a nvd againft himfelf. 

)<. He defpifed his father, whafe moderation helbokcd 
: upon as an eSpO: of pufiUaniinity -, and GblBtiusSs 
prcgcfts tended to nothing lefs than ftrtpping Coit- 
ftantios of the fempire, if death did. nqri^ot*. deU-r 
ver him fi-om a collegue who was a buaden Goiliiil. 
He therefore was ^r from thkikitig of ftrengdieri- 

B«. irig him by makii^ his fon Casjar. He wana^l 
Ciefars who fhould owe their elevation to him; -whp 
fhould be his creatures, and viiom be fl>oukl be 
able to keep ift a ftate of dependancc- For thtfe 
reafons lie caft his eyes i^n tme SeDertts^ »ho>is 
not known in hiftory *aH this mQtnent} and'upOft 
his nephew liua ^r Da?Bt. '.i- ■ 



DidlizccbyGoOgle 



DJOCLESIAN. BOOKXXVm. 343 
. Bevtw*, irtra took the tuuties of Flavius. Valefi-^f^-'^^- 
MS, bwn in Ulyricuinof obfcure pareBt^c, bw^ ft 
way of chinkiag a> low »9 his birth. Fondaf wine, 
of dvusng* and of every ochet- cwrefs of that kind« 
jhe tiunad day iato night, arylpight into day, Ga- 
lerius, when he prefented him to Diodeftan, afcri- 
Jasd td bim the merit of fidelity in the diftfibution 
oi che funis h« had intruded him vrith for th« 
cro<^ : but [ am ape to ihinic thai -vt^m. cbiefly re? 
<comRKiideii Severus. to the |>^rran wbo prcnnoted 
Jaitn vfm tht nieaoners. of his mind, ,whi(:b.pr<»iii:* 
fitd Grtderius aJflsve under the purple. 
. Daaa .mu the foa of Galcrlus's Gfterk and had, 
like ha anceftors, aad like his uncle hiiQfclf, kept 
Cfltcle in his infancy. Galeriw had ktc^ fcnt for 
bim to eKHot, and cbaoged his ignoble oanv: into 
that of Ma^iitiiafi or Maximin. This Uft is the 
itame that has prevailed, in hiftory*, for which realbn 
ire fhall always call fadmiby. it. Medals 'and in- 
fcriptioas name him C. Gaterius Valerius ft^aximi- 
nus. He wat then very yoUng, void of edgcation, 
deftttute of culture, retaioing all the clowjiilhnprs 
of Im country and birth, addided to 'drunk«fi' 
odd, fuperftitious to exccfs. The iequel will Ihew 
wrhat otJIier'Vices his great change of ittftgiK and 
the licenciaufiurs.of the fovereign power produced, 
id at leaS ma^tifefted in him. Galerius made no 
doubt of tlK blind fitbnuffion of a nephew* whom 
lie had raificd from nothing to the throne, He was 
^niftaken,.a!t.tbc event wiU fliew, 
- .Whenihc-had arranged .his. fyltem in the' manner 
that feem^ lo him Isdllluted tp bis viewot he fet 
tbout execining it. 

'. Uc began, with attacking' Maximjan, as the eail- ^^•««. il* 
i^ to DVerthrow, and at onecJiaicceed^d by threaten- 
ing 10 flir.up:aciv)i mtr, if bedid not grant him 
tlie title of Auguftus, which he had fo well defer- 
ved, and which he was weary of waiting for.- IVIa- 
idiniani :tbough fond (^ power and grandeur, yield* 
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ed; f^ar -getting' the better of his stoibk^.- He 

' alfo accepted the C^slar- which Galeriiis {iropofed to 
him ; and this laft had the inrotence to fend Severus 
to him to 'be invefted with die pur^e, wen be- 
■^e he had conferred ^th Dioch^{ian up(m diat 
fubjeft. 

After dus firft vidtefy, Galerius TChtured upon 
the fecond attack, to «h!iQh'end he went to taco- 
media, to try to reduce a priAce he had alwa^ft feaO- 
edi and whom he certainly Would not havsgoc'the 
better of, if iUnefs had not weakened him. He 
began at firft pretty gently, reprefenting Bfr him 
that he was old, (though IHociefian was- thAi only 
fi%-ntne> that his.he^riiwas gftady impiired by 
the violent illnels under which it was chcf^ht he 
would have funk, and that the weight of' the go^ 
Tcrnment was too much for him to bear. He pr6- 
pofed to him the example of N«^a; who, accord- 
ing to a tradition then received, but of - whidiwe 
have proved elfcwherc the falfity,- abdicaeed the 
empire, and commifted (t to the care- 06 Trajan. 
Dioclefian rejeAed this idea, winch-hejiadged inde- 
cent, and by no means .becoming him to^entertaih. 
But as he was iirfbrmed by>a letter ficom Muin^'fan 
of what -had pafled between him andGaiffrius, in 
hopes of fatisfying the audiicioufilefsiof an ambitiout 
man by yielding partly tb his dcfires, ha fudvtbat be 
faw indeed no reafon whyibe titleiof Augklftw might 
•not be rendered common to the four {iriQces wlio go- 
verned. This was not at-ati the plan'ofGidetius, 
who wanted to be mafter, which he knew hc-fliduld 
■never be fo long as DioclcGan rpmainid-in place 
He accordingly anfwered, that he would abidie: by 
the fyftcm eftabliOied b^ Dioclefian hio^. T^at 
it was difficult to preMrve concord eiiea between 
two et^ual collegues, but that it would be abifolQte- 

- )y impoSibk to maintain it among four. >** If thete> 

** fore, added he, you periift in not refigning your 

V power, I Hull k^w what I have m d6: h»- mj 

** intention 
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:*■ iMdtdon is not to Isuigiufh always in sn inferior 
-*fi fttticBL, and >never ,to occupy any bitt the loweft 
*' rank." Diocletian's head was no longer able to 
-retift fuch vioJetice as this, and Maximian's wcam- 
-|))e weakened him ftili more. Tears ftole down hii 
. checks, andi conquered by an impreflion which 
;ftifled'. neither his inclinatkHi nor his undcriland- 
-ing, he gave: ineft unwillingly a content he had 
.not the couc^ to. refiife. His only arguments 
ithen turned upon thechoiceof theOefars, which, 
liaid hci 6i^h); to be fettled byjoint dellberutm of 
iChe fi»ur pcinces. ^* What need is there, replied 
/' Galcrias, oS. a . joint deliberation ? Whatever wc 
'f determine niuQ: plealc the other two." Diocle- 
(iian.anfwered, that their apptobatton was in effeA 
.itirC'Cnough, becaufe none but their tons, Maxeo- 
tius and ConftaBtihe, could be made Csfars. '< No! 
" replied Galerius'; I wDI oot have Ma»;ntiuq. 
[*^ He is proad^ and braved imc before he had any 
i ** title. What, then will he not do when atSKtactxl 
-*^ tothc fovercignpower ?" '• You have nothing, of 
;^:.tbat kind tnisproach ContlaiiQiie with, &idDio- 
ff- deiian. Hi is of an amiable difpofmonvi 4ad 
',(' pramiles a ftill milder and more modeilate gp< 
'.'** verament than that of his father." Galerius, 
, growing bolder as be gaai^ gro)ipd, here declared 
jhia fentiments flatly- " Whathfaid he, aml-tht^ 
i.V: dxc to be mailer of ^y thing i I mu^. haffie, Qta* 
:-tM fare who will be .Jubiraflive to. me, who wiU be 
.^ afraid to-dtfplnfe mc, ^id-whowiU lake.aiy()|> 
'*^:dina in evecy things" He^^u^fl {»X){)o£bd Scva- 
.rus aod Maadmin. Dioclefiin repraerited jn ysin 
thu he knew tnomueh ^ chc^mcj and too- tittfeij^f 
the other, to ap[B'q(:e ' of fu^- il dvMce. Qalo^s 
■jnfiftcd, and faid he woukl'beJfifivcnUefw.!)beln- 
-^* £>o then aa.you pleafc,- laiA.the, cmfWf^ csqu- 
»* quered and over-powcr*d. It is your bufineft, 
** ttnce you «v. going to' ..be- at the hod of the em- 
f pire. Whilft'the auihonty.iKB& in qiy l^^uls^ I 
. ■ . *' took 
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^' cook -cave that the republic Ihould fiouriOr. i£ 
f<*^ aoy difgtace befalc ic now, I Hull -not be anlwer- 

The ■Mia-<: Every thing being thus fettled and concluded, Dk»- 

tfcfi« j^""**^*" ""d Maximian concerted nmtere fo as to -mdae 

M»imun. fthdr ceffion of the empire on the fame day, tfaac is 8a 

M.^ir' £iy^ (he HrftofMay, one at Nicomedia, thcothcr «t 

craied IMllaii. Wc kttow not any fart^ pnticuUrs coii- 

^f?c:6rM/Ccming Maximian, than that he qimted the purpte, 

Eiartf. ,inveAed with it Severas, who had been fent to.faim 

'Jof Gslcrius, and redrol to a dolightfhl place in 

^Lucanta, where he remained *riU his »Q:leis ttmper 

wtd other concurring accidenu made^ him leave ie» 

fo ma again after grandeurs which be had renoud- 

x^,,8. «ed with regret, and embark in new adventoret, 

nMfhr as we ihafl ice, ended at laft in a teagtcal 

ig. 'deattf. Tht cnemony of Dioclefian's abdicaKi«n ts 

related at projaer length by La^tandos.. ! 

This pnnce ordered the troou tQ ^letnble upon 
s riling ground, d»ce niilci fnam Nicomcdiaj on 
'-tht-wry Ipot Wlitr* he had giren ihe-puEf^ toG>~ 
leriuk thirteen yens, and two i^oaths before^ and 
■whcne, to preferve'ibe memory cc tkU event, a co- 
Ititnn had been erefted, crowned with a ftatue of 
.jApiUF. To cbisolitdibty Oioclefi^ went in JWe, 
atteiad«d by his guards : and.thoc ffaedding Kan, 
the 4^■eHlowings of his weaknefs, he made aihut 
-f^eic^, fetting ioxr^ that his age and tofirnuties no 
'longer ^pemuusd-hinv to bear the weight of the 
Mi)^'i tiat be wintod reft afttr- fo muy ycwsof 
IdbouF antf 'f»ti^-, that be.cedcii theibmoreign 
|)D^f!F to tho^Mfrho,: being ftcongcr fluHi him^ w«Al 
'W'ibitMV'ablo wKKfirfar^ tbe dutinof clKU^fa^ 
-fliiti(»iH,aQcl thai h&M«t going.- toname (ivoCxlira 
in t&e'TOomi-of ConfiaaciiH and Galcrius, wbo, by 
his abdication' and that of Maiiin^ian, becarecLjIv- 
•^JK. ' ,' '"■ ' ' ■ 

- CcHiftanune, then tfairty-cme yesn^-of age, ftood 
'dofe-byhitni-and'hfKichcwilbes.Qf thewhdcaf- 
■' fcmbly. 
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lembly. Nodoufet wasmadebiitduchewouldbe 
pratniKed to i dtgnicy to which his birth and merit 
intitled him beyoud dt^utel Every oae (hcrdbre 
Was aftontfhed ta hear Dioclefun pronounce the 
namesof Screrus and Maximin. The furpriie vas 
Cb great, that numbers aiked one another finC6 
when Conftantine had changed hu name. But Ga- 
lerius did not leave them long in this fufpenfe : ftM** 
firctching out his hand, he took by the atm Maxi- 
min, who was behind the throne, and made him 
SuJvance that the foldiers might, fee him. Dioclefi- 
an then pull'd xiff his purple mantle, and with his 
imn tiaridi laid it over the Jhoulders of the new 
OaHar: after which, being no longer any thing more 
thati^private man, he returned to the cicy,'iraicll he 
drove through in a coach, and fivm thence coati- 
nued his route to his native place, Salona. 

This account, taken.from Laftatitius, IhcWs thai Wj^Bj. 
Dioclefian did not renounce the empire withoitt vio- tAwdiTifc 
i«ice and reluftanec. But what proves an unconi-'"'"""^ 
ftton greatnefs and folidity of miiul in this priqce, 
it that, a» I obferved in the be|pnning of his teign, 
After he had once taken his refolution, though ne 
did that with a bad grace, he pcrfifted in it with it 
ftwftdineft which ticva varied durmg the nine re- 
inaidir^ yea« of his life, without being tempted 
rither by the of^tmiities that offered, or by the 
Ibllicitations and example qf h;s coUeguc Maximiar/, 
^ha Te*affumfed ■ the purple twice. ' Every one rja, K/it, 
temms his fine anfwer to Maximtan and others-of 
i^ old friends wht) exhorted him to quit his obfcure 
life, and re-cJaim the empire. , " Were you, 'laid 
•* hetdthem, biit to fee the pot^^herbs which I cyj.- 
f* ^yate with my, own hand* at Salona, you feri- 
ty toinly w«Hld never adv^ me to re-alcoid the 
H throne.** 

■ ■ ' ■ '■ He 

■ Utjpam SaloDA poHetti •>• j tMa. PmfeCId nnnqmal iAid 
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Hoiark'bie .- {je wgs thcn fi^fibiie of . aU the difficulty of tht^ 

^^°!^'?rx- of reigning, an4 faw, without doubt, at leaft 

•xinuiEthe ^ooK ^f the faults ^e had committed in the admini" 

^"S^ilV*^ Kratipn of the fovcreign power. Thofe to whom 

'""' h? RE^^f^d hiqifdf ^pon that he^ beard him own 

^f ' ' yhat was equiv^lpnt to fvich an acknowledgjneat, 

when he faid : *' Nothing '' is more difficult than to 

** govern well. ■ Four or five interefted courfier* 

*^--ep^r into a league, and lay their fnves in con-r 

J^.cert to deceive the prince. They rcprefcnt things 

f to him under , fuch appearances as fuit their 

J' views. tKc prince, fliut up in his palace^ can- 

if.aoL know. the truth, nor anything more dbaa 

y-what fhey tell. him. He promotes men who 

f* puglft to be difcarded, and difmilTes others whom 

~v he.cttight to keep. In Ihort, by the combin^^a 

*•' of a few wicked wretches, a gflctd and even C3Mr 

»*.iUou*.prince, with the very beft intentions, is be- 

*,* grayed and fold." 

tLMMMtf . DiocleAan enibellifhed his retreat in a mannef ai|* 

^J^^'J"' fcerable to his fortner fortune. H? built hian^lf 

fubMint^'a-fanerb palace^ four mil^ froqi SjUopa. the waUs 

^!^'a -Pf ^^^ "i^ *V.ilC>^ almpft entire.^t Spalatro, a city 

UMa^i. Jipoi), the coafl qf Daknatta, which pierbaps took it'f 

""^ S3(fo^ from this palace. Some other parts of thap 

j^uild^^ aJfo remain, fufHciently. perfect to ibew that 

- . jiie^' ^nce were ^^i^rioufly finiflbed and very magnlET 

cent,: ._' ' I ,.'■' [-. -"",:'.>:.; ■.,■ ; 

, '. ^ome; particiiljfrs whicK yet i^main unnoticed cQit? 

^Fflitig pioclelian aiftcr^is ^efre^, flull b^ pifflfjpnT 

'';■''.> ::. . .,::i-J l'* • ?4 

' > Egqi, ^jrj /^<i^f^w, & pft- e^ wn «on..^o«it : otg'iitt 
tft 'ineb 'audivi, 'Diocfeiia- ' hoc taniuni fare quod itffto- 

nott' TV^ricipent, jam pr^- qaumar.' Facit judices '4uoi 

S(nn,iilJ9ilIe. MbtLeire'diffici- ieH noaiojiotiat: amow S 

liu) quam bene iaiperare. Co!- Republica quoi debobiM oblint* 

Jigunt ft quaiuor vel quinque, re. Quid multa ! ut Diodeij- 

ftlqlie unam cfinGliup ad deci- anus ipre dicebac, bonus, cn)- 

piendam Iraperatoremcaptunt: tot, opiimiu vendimr InpeiE- 

Ottuni. qiud prfflbian^in M. Ujt . , .■ . ' ' ' 
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ed in their order of time in the leijucl of tiiis hitto- 
ry. I muft no* finifti the pifture of his reign and 
charaftcr, by adding to it a tew touches whicn could 
not Well be given fooner. 

" He leflened the number of the Prcetorians,' and ^^f^ 
thereby prepared the way for Conftantine, who broke wniiw. 
them. Dioclefian's delign was to weaken thac*"^'''^" 
body, which had made and unmade fo many em- ; 

pcrors. This precaution was by (b much the more 
neCeflafy to him, as being determined not to refide 
in Rome, he might juftly fear troubles and rebelli- 
ons in that capital, efpecially whilft he (bould live 
at a great diftance from it. The fame reafon indu- 
ed him likewife to reform and diminilh the city 
cohorts. 

He abolilhed a fet of fbies cftablifhed by the em- Sumrrfiwi 
pcrors under the name of Frumentari;^ or infpeftors r^ill'^,^ 
of the com. Thefe were foldiers, whofe fumftion or putue 
at firft was to diftribute to their comrades rhe mea-*^^'"* 
fure of corn allotted to each man ; and as this mi- 
niftry gave them an opportunity of knowing all the 
foldiers of a cohort, or a legion, they were direct- 
ed to examine into their charaifters, and give an ac- 
count of fuch as they fhould know to be fedilioua 
and capable of raifing difturbance. Their commif- 
fion was afterwards enlarged, and they were auiho- 
rifed to obfcrve, not only in the legions, but in the 
cities and provinces, every commotion, every fufpi- 
cion of revolt, and to give notice of it to the court. 
Thence arofe perpetual informations, and frequent 
calumnies againft innocent people, many of whom 
perilhed upon falfe accufations of treafon, always 
too readily liftened to by princes. Dioclefian wa$ 
imiverially applauded for abolifliing all thefe InfpeC' 
ten of the corn. But either he or his fucceflbrs fulj- 
ftituted in their room /igents of Affairs^ who foon 
became equally fcvmidable and pernicious. 

A great number of Dioclefian*s laws infened in*<7«|»'. 
the code prove the cftccm in which his fucceflbrs ^^^ in'^' 

hdd-*- 
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■ hcW hii wiWom in that imponaat part of govern*- 
vUm* ipent, legiHation. M. de Tillemont cites one of. 
thofe laws which does honour to the prince's ?qy(5y. . 
A certain Thaumafius preferred an indidhneht a- 
gainft Symmachus, ,io whofe houf? he had been 
' brought up from his infancy. Dioclcfian forbad re- 

ceiving the accufation, faying that it was » iniquitous 
and unworthy of the happincfs of his reign, 
^irw?" Upon the whole he was a great prince, an eleva- 
J^^5]^- '^"^ 3"d extenfive genius, knowing -how to make 
•"• himfclf be obeyed, and even refpe£ted by thofe from 

whom he could not require an encirp obedienqe* 
9tmirt,e- (iea(]y "m his dcHgns, and judicious in his choice of 
Mtai*. the moft proper meafures for their execution ; active 
■*"'■ ''^■and always in motion; careful to diftinguifli merit, 
and to remove vicious men from about his perfcjn ; 
attentive to make plenty reign in his capital^ in ttu; 
,. armies, and in the whole empire. But with Co mat 

ny qualities worthy of eflcem, he knew little erf thR 
art of rendering himfelf amiable; and though he* 
gloried in imitating Marcus Aurelius, he was for. 
2^1^" "^"^ copying his goodnefs. Befidcs the cruel pcr- 
fecution which he ordered againfl: the Chriftians, we 
have feen that his government was in general han^ 
tending to oppreft the people. All hiftory re- 
proaches him with pride, oftentation, and arro- 
gance. Even '' his prudence degenerated into arti-. 
Bee and cunning, and infpired kntiments of fufpi-r 
cion and miftruft. It has been obferved ' that no 
connexion with him could be trufted to, and that 
thofe whom he called his friends, could not depend 
upon a true and fincerc affedion on his fide. His 
charafter rcfembled greatly that of Auguftus : both 
of them a£led upon fclfilTi principles, and were virr 

tuous 



' Ini(}iiiiin & longe i beatitu- b Diocletiant furpe^ain pra- 

dme-ooflri feculi cite credimui, deniiam. Eulrep. /it. X. 
Ill Sic. Cod. Jii. IX. tit. I. '^ Paruin honelia in amico) 

Uz-iz.- fides. Aurtl.ns. 
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tuous only out of iotereft. But mode&j and. mild- 
nefs eftabli(h a very advantageous difl^rence in fa- 
vour of the founder of the monarchy of the Ciefars 
over the prince I now compare to him. 

. In matters of war, £he parallel itill liolds-gopd.; 
Neither of them liked it, nor excelled in it, though 
they cannot be fud to have been ignoi^t in mili- 
tary affmrs, nor to have wanted courage when per- 
fon^ valour was neceflory. Both, fentible of their 
defefts, fupplied their deficiency in this' refpcA, 
by the choice of good and able generals or affo- 
ciates. 

. IHodeQan's mind was not at a|l cultivated, nor sua of t 
can I fee any reafon to IxUeve that he favoured or ot'^^i^ 
proteAed learning, of which he was ignorant. I «» onto hi* 
find no trace of eloquence under his reign, except"*"* 
m Gaul and at Rome, where Nazarius, Eumenius, 
Mamcrtinus, ftill kept up a Ihadow of it. How 
Hiftory was treated in thofe days, w^ may judge 
from the writers of the Byzantine collcftion, all of 
whom lived under Dioclefian, and whofe enormous 
feults I have fo frequently had occafion to poinr 
out. Philofophy fuftained itfelt fomewhat better, 7r/4«. 
particularly by the means of the celebrated Por-' 
phyry, whole knowledge was extenfivc, and who, 
originally the difctple of Plotinus, continued thd 
fucceflion of the Platonic fchool. But even if he 
had hoc compoled a furious work againO; Chriftiani- 
ty, Ms philofophy in itfelf would deferve little 
cfteem, being often bewildered in extravagant chi- 
mseras, and bordering upon magic, which at the 
fame time, it afiedlis to condemn, '; 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTSof the ReiSS 

OF 

CONSTANTIUS CHLORUS. 

tc^rT GALLJL.VS MA=t.M.AN»s V. } C«ss.de,n. Acoc 

Conftantius and Galerius become AumJii cm the 
firft of May, bjr the abdicadon of DiocleTmn and 
Maxiroian. 

The Roman empire is adually (hared between 
them, hut uilequally. Conftantius retains lus de- 
partment, that is to fay, Gaul, Spain, and Britain. 
Galerius govern* iHyricum, Thrace, and Afia Mi- 
nor himfelf, Italy and Africa by the miniftry of 
Severus, and the .Eaft by that of Maximin. 

Con&uitius makes his fubje£ts happy. Ga^us 
governs like a tyrant. 

He keeps with him Conftantine, whom he had 
excluded from the dignity of Cedar, and who was 
an obilacle to his deOgns. He endeavours feveral 
times to have him deftroyed. 

K.%.tot,j. CONSTANTIUS VI. J. _ 

*-^^'*- Galerius Maximiakus VI. X^^'^^- 

Conftantine cfcapes from Nicomcdia, and goes to 
Gaul, where he joins his father, who was then prc- 
jjaring to pals over into Britain. 

Advantages 
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Advantages gained by Conftanrius over the Vi&s^ 
A people whole name appears now for the firft time 
in hiftory. 

Conftantkis dies at York on the cwenty-iiith of 
Jiriy, leaving fevend children, but appointing Con- 
ftanctne alone to be his fucceiTor. 

Conftandne is proclaimed Auguftus, on the lame 
d«y» by the army. 



SECT. III. 

Cpnjianthts held the fr^ rank among the four Princes 
who governed after Diodefian. The tmptre aSiually 
t^a&d hetvoeen him and GaJerius, Bapfinefs of 
the fnmncti under Cenfiantius, Galerius^ en the 
t^ntrarji grvtmtd tyramicalfy. PrmSis which he 
revolved in his mind. ■ Conjtantine ejcapesfrom Nt- 
temediaf and joins his father in Gaul. Cenfiantius 
dies at Terk. He appoints Cott/laniine his file 
futeeffor. The arwy proclaims Conftaniiru Auguftus. 
The fate of. Confianttus compared with that of his 
co-temperary princes. 

AFTER the refignation of Dioclefian and^**""!"* 
Maximian, the Roman empire was governed 6,a^ 
by two jiugufii^ and two Ca^s, Conftantius, Gale-'^'^^v^'" 
rius, Sererus, and Maximin. I place Conftantius Xe»^^ 
at die head, bccaufe he was the firft of thefe four^^J^'*'^ 
princes. He had always ranked above Galerius as 
Csefar, and he preferved the fame pre-eminence as 
Auguftus. In the confylfhip which thcyfeore lo- 
gectier in the year of Chriit 306, Conftantius is 
named before Galerius. 

Vol. IX. A a But 
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But this was only a pre-eminence of honour : for 

Conflantius was tar from fucceeding Diocldi^n in 

authority, as he did in Tank. The ambitious Gi^e- 

rius, who had -not been able^to bear ihefu^riority 

of a prince to whom he owed every thing, was by 

no means difpAfed to fubmit to one whofe equal he 

might pretend.to be. He even defpifcd Conftantius's 

mildncfs, as 1 have fald elfcwhcre ; and, becaufe be 

was more daring, thought himielf made rather'to 

command over him, than to receive orders from him. 

' ' Conftantius. qd. his fide was upon his guard ag^nft 

Juch a GoUcgue, and feared him, There being thus 

no union, no good underllanding between thele two 

•Thit nnpirt princcs, the empire, as Eufebius obferves, was really 

vidcd bt- ' divided for the firft time ; becaufe the part of it 

*«*"'''"' which obeyed Conftantius, though ftill ctjnfidered 

liui. "" as a member of the body, had in faft little more 

e'^i '%'n communication with that which acknowledged Ga- 

<• li.QfJe lerius, than two neighbouring ftates at peace with 

^«- each other. 

The divifion was extremely unequ:*!. Galcrius 
fy^'art.6. ^^^ laken care that the new Ca;fars fhould be chofen 
from among his dependants : in confequence of 
which, though there was fome room to think' that 
it was intended Severus fhould be in refpeft of Con- 
ftantius what Conftantius himfelf had been with re- 
gard to Maximian, in reality this CEcfar took his 
g«inf,i.- orders from Galerius. Conftantius only kept his 
'*'• former department, Gaul, Spain, and Britain, Ga- 

lerius had all the reft, and governed lUyricum, 
Thrace, and Afia,. himfelf, Italy and Africa by the. 
miniftry of Severus, the Eaft and Egypt by that of 
Maximin. 
H-ippmeiv xhe people under Conftantius's rule had reafon 
province, to blefs their fate. He had already made them 
un^r Con- iigppy whilft hc htld Only a rank which fubjefted 
■*""'' him to fome dependance : but when he was no lon- 
ger anfwerable for his actions to any but himfelf, 

hc 
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he incrcafed the public feHcit]? by displaying fully 
alt the fweetriefs andgoodnefs'of fiisnature. The^--^ 
|itfrrecutiDn a^nft the Chfiftians crafed abfolutely <. ,3'; 
in the countries which obeyed "himi and his juft 
^tfjrttnple was followed by Sevcrus, who, probably 
■thinkihe; he owed him that defference, or perhaps 
himfdf averfe to the rigours exercifed up^h ftf many 
^nnoccritsi reftorcd ipeacti to the churches of Italy- 
artd'Afcta." ' 

■In general, all the fiibjefts' of Ctonftantius en- ^"'■fi 
joyed- an eafy and quiet litaation under an affable 
aiid p6j^f prince, who wiflied to fee the cities and 
"inhabitants of his gbvcrhment flourifh, and wh^ 
■decfaied iti exbrefs terms • that he had rather the 
'tichcd of the rate ihould' be difpetfcd in feveral 
hands, tlian locked up in any one coffft. * Ifhe rea- 
der may remember the inftance I gaVe,pf Kis ad- 
lierent* to' this maxim,, under 'Dioclefian. " This 

food 'prince, -fure of -being loved and jefpefted for 
is irirtue, -kept'hitnfclf, at fuch a diftailce froni 
pomp^and pftentatidn, arid wm fo fond of fimpli|- 
city, eharwhenevcr he- was obliged to give any great 
enwrttirimeiiti' htf borrowed plate from tilsTriends 
for die fervice of his table, 

■ The hkppinefs of'thcfc fortunate provinces wa$ CjIoIm, « 
mcreafcd't^ a'confiparilbn pFtheir Wcffings with fhe '^'^^''' 
evils. *Mch thofe urider Gkllienus fuffered; No- "jranniciiiy. 
thing is; niore fhocking than the defcription w'e find ^'.f^rju, 
inLaftantiusof the tyranny of that barbarous prince. »'. ". »i. 
■To*imit«ethe pritle of the Ferfian mbiial'chs, to 'be 

■ like them adored, and to coOimand pvcrnOne but 
flavesi was, in his opinion, litde. " Tp, the moft 
odious defpotifm he joined' a' crueky.which furpaf- 
fcd that ctfNtro." The moft horrid "deaths were 

A a 2 infli£ted 



* Melius eft publieas opes a prlvatii .haberi, quam iot 
nuo) clauftrum refcrvari. 
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infli^l^ ^y him for fjigfic qfit^cea, 9nd th»tys rt hQWE 
diftini^ioD of &3fi rankt or ^ge. Bare beheiyiiiffg 
i^As a favour granted only (0 thofe whol^ io^iiNrcmac 
fervic&s pleaded very ftrpagly for t^tm. jUyJki" 
of quality were fenc to vork-houfes of flas!^ ABfl 
there fubjei^ed'to the lojvefl: drudgerf, -G^V^inn 
'took an inhlitnan pleafute 19 feeing men.^ertmrpd 
alive by bears of an eoormous fize, whicj^:JK!.|M4 
eollefted, and kept in his palace. He kf^ Htkr 
cuftomed himi^lf to praiftif^ thefe horrors .wc«|ithe 
Chriilians, and he now extended theni indif'^AQ^ 
to all that had the misfortune to ^ifplwfc iiwR,! .'. 

All thefe condemnations were pron^^nc^ Aod mh 
ecuied without any form of jg^ce, Tl^ jlldi^ 
that he appointed ^e favage ^ il^tew^ 4|k»> 
bred up in arms. Eloquence was ftifleq. th? fulyfli- | 
cates of the ftate were ulwccd, and it's ^ivjliA^,^ 
p deemed mif^hjevot^s, ,^d^ I 
ightcipea tp bfi (rf)aK4.ai 1 
iceodoulhefs, fre^:j^C)in.4& 
d the laws, ^4, jcwhtfiM 
F the mind V^^f^r { . 
;recdy of money, ^hm crmh 
e portion <^ only « crrt^ I 

S umber of viftims, he became th? ko^gt U aU ' 
is fubjeds by bis enormous exaftions. .He CKd?^f4 
a general inventory to be taken of the po^Qi^ 
of all the inhabitants of his dominions : and thU 
operation, which cannot fail of bejog burthea- 
fome to the people, was executed iirith a moft ty- 
rannical rigour. Every ^ acre of land was ipca- 
fured, fays L'aftahtius, the trees and vines, were 
counted, the, cattle of every kind were reckoned 
and the number of perfons in eaqh diftri£t was fee 
down. 



*• Agri gleltttim netieban- bantnr, animalia omnii gewift 
tur, vitei & uboret aamera- ' fcribebanmr, faamiDum capit* 
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dofffu ^vof i^tA ai a &Biity w-as obliged w ap< 
ppRT with hifrchildFeiiaQd flayes, »i(ineuher wliip^ 
mr otdts 4?Dre <Q)wed in order to obtaib true de- 
flanuiqn^t Tofituqes were -iiiBtdqJ upon children^ 
to make them fpcak agaioft -chdr iaxhers > upo^ 
Saves* 10 {fb&ge theai to icnpea^i cbeir ma^s $ 
i^M ivnves, .to foFoe tbcm to depofe againft tli«n; 
luiftwidis : land if ihefe netjiods: iailed, clir po& 
joflbca cbeln^(^lves were {ocmcated, to escort irom ' 
(thflis cftn^ions rconuary to their imecejh, atid (^ 
icn «entrary to mMih. Overcome by pain xnd ao- 
gjuUh,' they declared not what cbey re;Uly had, hue 
SKbat ^eir tfxmt wanted them to have. Age an^ 
iafirAHties were no ciccuTe. The ikk and the maiixiv 
«4 ««ne reg^ftered and aOelled. The age oTeyer^ 
ptm yrm rated by hif looks : and that of duMrea 
VW itU3rea(ed, and the years of old p^plc diminiihed» 
in<ffder to Uring thefli within the lilies of the tax» 
^fitnowt moureing. »nd bitter Cgmpl^nti rdgnecj 
fPtry whcKc- Mut a firll enrplmeot», another offi* 
Cer fame to tKuniDCirhether any, thjng had efcapetl 
^ &niier j ted ite lift w^s tl^en fi^ucntly iwell^ 
mchoocreafi>nQrfoDndatioQ,mer;9lytl)^t this new per* 
Jiw mighc not be thought ufelef^. Even death di4 
tfitS^ «fide the grievous burdeii t the aext of kio be^ 
Wg often obl^^ed to pay for dece^d rel^Ktoos, w)ipo) 
tiK coltoAon of the tax thought proper to fct doiyi) 



aobfcnbr oaiM'.aatr- u)(b>b«bMltin> i}tM: ««B bite^ 

iuedwn tiberii. cwnW*!- basMr. Nulla «ntii, (nnjl*} 

«n«lrt: tflnqntft &c; *«iie9 nUiulitM* efcuftdo. ■^orift 

jcrionabtnt : fitii ftd?en^< pa- oebilet defcreuoiur; xuinia- 

rcDKi furpcndebantu'r, fideliffi- bintur xtaiet fingnlornm i par* 

mi qaique fervi contra domt- voli* adjidebuuur iimi, feni- 

XM TezabantDTf iu(ore« advr;- Im detrahebaatar. LaAn ft 

^ manns. SI omms dcfe- noftkift pteas omnia. UiS. 

txnax, ipii con^a & torqnC' xj. 
huini^, h qram dolnr TJcnatv 



in 
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as Wme. Beggars ■ indeed could not be i^ted, be-^ 
caafe they haonothing to pay with : but to get rid 
of the weight of their indigence, this inhuman 
ptince ordered whole troops of them to be thipped 
off, and thrown ini6 the fta. 
'^' ■ , Some circunrftances of what I have here ct^ed 
^^iou^ltbm Laftantius- may, I- believe, be exaggerated: 
luffiia.io. **"^ *^ pitncipal part of it is true. Galcrius was 
§;reedjr of money, and wanted no finall fums for the 
prtgefts then revolving in his mind. He aimed at 
tto Icfs than making himfelf maftef of tht wbofe 
«:rnpire, by adding to the three fourths already un- 
der his commartd, that which Gonftantius had re< 
fcrvriJ for his flia-e. - The accomplifhing of this 
was^' according to his plan, not to be the work of 
wiy length of time : for his collcguc's health was I 
fuch as rendered it improbable that he Ihould live 
Jottg. If death' <did not take him off foon- enough. 
Galerius had ftill the refourcfrof war and arnu ; and 
by^ joining Scvttiis's and Maximin's fiwcesco M$ 
ewri, he madtf no doubt of eafily mafteridg a-rivaj 
much' weaker-than himfelf. His delign went yeit 
, farther: for moft men are fond of indulging thetj' i 

ownt:hima^ras.- After deftroyiAgConftontius^he was 
CO conJtr th'&fitle- ef Auguftus upon his old fiioid ' 
tiid o6unfellor LictniOs ; then to complete a reign, pf 
twenty years ; . to . celebrate that p»iod wth . viift 
magnificence ; and finally to refign the fovereignty 
upon making his natural fon Candidianus Cx^. 
According to this arrangment, the empire was to be 
governed by, 6>ur {»inces en^rdy: devoted to Jum :i 
the two Aigufti, Lichuus ■ and Severus, owfid a|l 
their grandeur to him j the two Oefars, Miucimin 

and 



- > Mendiei rupwnynt ^i ^ qb.i homo ipipias mirertat eft 

quibu* nihil »igl polTet, quo* iUi3„.utnon egereiit. CoDgrC' 

xb oinni genere injunz tucos g^i joiBl, & expottaias.aan^ 

miferia fcufelicitat feccnt. At- calis in mare mcrgL li. iM. 
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and Candidianus, were one of diem liis nephew, the 
other his fbn; and under their protcAion he pro-, 
mtfed himfelf a fwea and happy old age. Such 
- M'ere the fchemes wR which be delighted himfelf. 
Qut, lays Ladtantius, God, whom he -bad inceofcd^ 
pverthrew all this vain fyftcm. 

Galerius hjmfelf faw an obftade in his way in the ConSimne 
perfon of Conftantine, who was neither rtF a difpo-^^"^^ 
fition'nor an age tofuffer himfelf eafily to be de-'Ddjouuiiis 
priyed of his due. It is true he had that young G«i''" " 
prince in his power. Conftantine, kept by Diocle' i«a«'-«4' 
lian as an hoftage, remained ^t NtCome^ia in the 
hands of Galenus, but not without filling him wiih 
perplexity and uneafmefs. He had no right to re-' 
quire fuch an.hoftage from Conftantius, who wna 
his colleguc, and even hjs fuperior in point of pre-' 
(;edence. To fend him back to his father, who. 
demanded hirn, would be counter-aftii^ his own. 
projefts. The only remedy then was, to get rid of 
19m : but that he did not dare to do openly, becaufe zwir. ar 
Conftantine was greatly beloved by the trOopa. He ^^^'^' 
laid fnares for his valour i engaging him to fighcax^oir^ 
. furious lion, and expofmg him to the greaceft dan.-' 
gers in the war he was then engaged in ag^nft the 
Sarmatians. All was incffe^hial; his wicked de- 
Ogns only covering him with fhame.' The hand-c^. 
God protcdted Conftantinei and reftrved him for 
glorious deeds. At length Galerius, ijo longer able 
to refift fo juft a demand as that of Conftantius, 
who, being extremely ill, and findinghis end draw- 
near, dcfired to fee his fon before he died, pre-i 
tended to acquiefce, and gave Conftan^ne leave w. 
go, with the neceffary orders for his being furnifhcd 
with horfes at the Imperial poft-houfes. But a 
-proof of his bad defign even in .this, is that when 
he gave him this or4cr, which was towards evening,. 
he,c0i»manded him to ftay 'till ;he nejn morning to 
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teocirQ bis final uiftnifBoni. CorrfUndnc fuTpoftod 
hifn: and fearing' that I^ defign was either mil to 
dnaia him at NicomedU vuijUf fome prince or 
other, or to have time to leniAo Sererus, dirough 
whoA territories he was probably dire^d m po^ 
orders to ftop him upon the road •, he fct out that' 
r^. Xf^. """T nighe, afid took the prudent precaution of ham- 
fbinging of kiUing the horfes at every poft, after he 
hid done with diem, to prevent his being ptnrfued. 
Lt/fti. The event- jollified his feari. Gakrius, purpofe- 
ly, lay in bed 'till noon ; when, rifing, he was 
gieatly forprifed at not feeing Conftantine, and ftiU 
rooiv Sa yitten he learnt that he was gme : upon 
which- he innnedioKty ordered mefiengcrs to go 
afser htm. They, as icad^y, ptepared to obey him : 
biK the poft-hories being inca^blc of fervice, all 
hopes of overtaking the fugitive prince vanifhed, I 
and Galerius could only vCnc his wrath in v^n ccHn- 
pbuMs and menaces. 
cwi tort w Conftantine arrived iafe at his joumey'scnd, and 
ISST"*^ "joined hia father, who did not live long after. 
^\. Conftantiqs was then preparing to pafe over from 
jt^' Gial into Britain, to make war upoii the Pi£b, a 
-'^l^'j^^' northern peo^e^ whofe name appears here for the j 
J^ /•*""• g(jj tjfjje in hiftory, but who may be the fame that | 
the emperor Severus waired agtinft an hundred 
years beforei and who, HerodJan fays,' ufed to trace 
upon their bodies figures of animals with the point 
<tf a knife, and then paint them : from whence,' 
£sm^. perhaps, arofe the name of Pi^i or painted, which 
'm,m. jjjg Romans gave them. Conftantine embarked at 
Boulogne wth his ftther, and followed him to the 
war againft the Fifts i on his return from ^ch' 
Conftantius, having conquered the enemy, died in 
A.R.ios7'his fbn'sarmsac York on the 15th of July in the 

&me year, which was the jofith-of Chrift. 
cLftTbn" '^^^^ prince, on his death-bed, fettled Ws inheri- ■ 
hiiSikfuc- tance in a ipanner worrfiy of the wifJom he had 

fhcwa 
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ftewn during the whole courfe of his Jife and "^gh- **^* c,«» 
His &mUjr was nunicrous. Conftaniine was hisTon I',;"" 
by his firft wi^, Helena. By Theodora, .9 horn he 
married, as I faid- before, when he was tnade C«iar, 
he had. three Ions and three daughters. The Ions 
were called DaUnatiuB, }ulius Conitantius, and An- 
mbalianus i. the daughters, Confbintia, Anaftafia,' 
and Eucrqpta. if Cotiftantius -had divided his do- 
minions among To great a number of children, he 
would have expofed them 'all to certain ruin* as 
they would then hare become an eafy prey to the 
gi^ecdy Galerius. . He therefore af^inted for his ^"Z* "'• 
Icrfe hcir-in thelbvereign power, Conftantine, vfho,^i'^^'^ 
m being then -thirty-two years of age, and having gi- >^'"-0'-''- 
ven proofs of bis valour and of every excellent qjia.^'ijiln.ar. 
lity, was able to gov«-n and defend, if ic ihould be "^- 1- >°f- 
neceflary, his paternal inheritance,- and thereby to 
fuccour and fu|^rt his*t»<others and fifters. He 
declared him. his ft)ccelC>r, recommended him to 
the troops, and ordered his oeher children to reil la~ 
dsfiedwith-a private ftation. , 

' The will- of the dying emperor was a ]aw tOTbctnnr 
his family and arniy. As foon as he was dead, the S^J„, 
liridiers .prepared to execute his laft orders, by Tsa-Agufiyi. 
fii^g Conftantine tp the .empire. This laft made ^'^^'' 
aifiiculties, and either deCred, or pretended to de- W- 
fire them to ftay for Galerius's confent. He even sfdj^ui. 
tried to fly from them,, if we. believe the teftimony i3.'a«>. 
trf a panegyrift. But certainly he was glad to ba^;jj.^ 
lapped I and the trocms having proclaimed him Au- h- 
gufhis., he celebrated in that quality his f4ther*s 
fiineral. 

- The ufual honours were paid tp the decealcd 
'prince with pomp and magnificence, and he was 
ranked among the gods. Tiieb(ei>r 

. AU the writers, Chriftian and Pagan, who fpeak^;^" 
of <Con[tantius,, h^ve compared his fate, with that of with th>t of 
thf.othcr pnnces his co-temporaries, and obferved ^^'"i^; 
VoL-IX." ■ '- ' B b ■ tbecn. 
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the aftoniilung difTdxeace beEwm ifaet^ Cwri feifc 
tius, after reigning with ^orj> dtcdj peuoAly in 
the midfl: o£ a flonriflMQg fufvif^ a^idiett.hU.ci^ 
pn% to his fon: wh^reu ^ the ot)icts-ot)i« laes 
with untimely ends, or expired ingr^tioHi, witk- 
out cranimitting their grwdevc to. tbocjuus* Tim 
cau{eofchisdifieraKx^foml^c.ufbaIldiQdleicdtfS^T 
rcnce of conduct : a iub}e£t. wiuch» io-iny c^nnkui, 
no one has ti:eated bfitte; tbafi lAbanius* wbole wonds 
1 therefpre beg leave to tnmTf^rUif;- 

*' The other princes wboi r^nd with: Omi^^ 
. tius, fays that rhetprioan. looking upon iha opu- 
lence of their ful»e^ ^ith an envious eye, iludied 
to draw the whole wealth, of their dominioas into < 
their own tre^uriesy and npver. thought. them&lTiei 
lb happy as when their coSbrs. were too fhallov to 
contain the immenfe fums. they, faoyc ta pilc'up.in 
them. By this means the pec^ langoilned.in-ija- 
dkence and tears, and the heaps of goldremaioed 
uMels and buried in the hands of their fovereigns. 
But the exoelleat prince of wbotn I ipeak, thought 
thi beans of his fubje^ his fur6ft treasures: and 
if, at any time, he wan^d .money, he had only to let 
them know it : riches itnihcdtatdy paired in urpon 
him like 9 copious ^eam, cmry one endeavouring; 



finny ta iit iitiirmriuvtfw ^hrtA w vrnuefT-wr f«ff«t 

J'tUfUtiM KPiMlfci (iftr*- t,K(' Stm r^ ' ij.if iit^fib ri 

pv[. 1^ ativiC»trt rif [itv J4' Kiiavntfi)f.7t^,,TSji nvii 

rif ^in^ny,' t«7i J xdtSitii yitfru^itii^'Tijyrauf'-j^jfJif 

jf»^T«,^tyr"( Eic«<Mf . . .. ire Ixadu. ^ iiriiiirt»J 

Ttfuftiit (i-iv ^rf±\i Tit t^ Liitn. (h,I[Lf._lo^.'! 
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tote foremoft to fapply the public and private ne- 
cei&ties. For when things are fiee and voluntary, 
cmulanon rdgns t but if they are forced, there is 
no longer any ardor to obey. Conftandus, who 
a£ted upon principles fo different from thafe qf 
the other princes, had alfo a difS:rent fate. He 
never triumphed over the miferies of his fubje£t:s in 
order to induce himfcif for a few years •, n<x did he 
penlh by the fhares of thofc in whom he trufted. 
Whilft he lived, the affin^on of his people was his 
fiHc i^eguard ; and when he died, he left his power 
and grandeur to his fon. 



£nd af the Ninth VotuME. 
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